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To his. very loving and dearly beloved 
Friends, the Inhabitants of 2z. inthe 
County of Worceſter, Joſeph Cooper 
their late Paſtour, wiſheth truth of 
Grace, with growth and perſeverance 
therein, till at length they be crowned 
with everlaſting glory. 2 
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My dear Friends, 

| He Proſperity and eternal Welfare of your 
immortal Souls, is the great Deſign of theſe 
enſuing Sermons: and F doubt not but as they 
found Acceptance with you from the Pulpit, 
ſo they will be welcom to you from the Preſs. That T 
bave preſumed upon this preſent Publication, my _.. 
preſent Condition ( T hope ) will be a ſufficient Apo= 
logie for me, with you that know it. However, let it 
ſuffice, that my hearts defire and prayer to God for 
every one of you, is, that you may be (ave4-when 
Chriſt ſhall come to be glorified in his Saints, and 
admired in all them that believe: if then, de- 
firing your eternal Salvation, I cannot promote it as 
T would, pardon me if I endeavour the promgtion 
thereof as Tcan. Had T been capable of being ſer- 
viceable to your immortal Souls as formerly ; @ con» | 


. ſciouſneſs of my own weakneſs, would bave been & 


ſufficient diſſpaſive to me from attempting it thus : 
But ſince the Providence of an infinitely kind and 
2 A 2 gracions 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory.' 
gracious God hath denied me that happineſs, let me 
rather betray my own weakne([s, than give you any 
Juſt occaſion to ſuſpet me of unwillingneſs to ſpend 
and be (pent for the good of your never-dying-Souls, in 
thus bequeathing you; as a Legacy, fore of my lat la- 


+7. botrs among you, and conjecrating them to the ſer- 


vice of your Faith, Hope, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 
T cannot but be ſenſible that you have ail of you 
immortal Souls, which are like to be happy or miſer- 
able to all eternity: Walking therefore under the 
dively ſenſe of this great arid everlaſting Truth, I 
coutd not but be very ſolicitous about putt ing ſome ad- 
vantage into your hands that might have a tendency 
to the preventing of your Souls everlaſting miſery in 
Hell, and withal to the due preparing of them 
through grace, for eternal felicity in the full, 1mme- 


diate, Soul-ſatisfying frintion of God in a tate of 


glory. Give ne leave ther,out of that tender love and 
reſpec that T owe to your immecrtdl Souls,to put theſe 
following Sermons into your hands , and withal in a 
few lines by way of Preface thereto, to acquaint you 
with what IT judge doth mo:* nearly concern your 
everlaiting welfare. And truly, my dear Friends, 
weremy Miniiieiial breath whol.y to exſpire whillt T 
am writing theſe things, were I to be diſolved the 
next hour, were Inever to (:e your faces again in the 
fleſh, nor any more to ſped: to vou in the Name of 
Chriſt, tili we all ſhall be convented before Gods dread- 
ful Tribunal. to which we mu't ſtand or fall to all eter- 
rity : Theſe are ſom? of thoſe things that T would 
leave with you, theſe are the words in which IT would 
befteak you, theſe are thoſe great and everlaſting 
Conſiderations, which,with burning love in my heart, 
with briniſh tears in my eyes, and with the language 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
of a faithful Friend in my mouth, T wouldendeavoyr 
to ſet home upon your hearts > an1 therefore, with all 
ſeriouſneſi reading them , T hope you wil' give all dili- 
gence to be transformed into the likeneſs, purity, and 
bolineſs of them. 

I. Thenbeſurethat you never ret ind carnal un- 
regenerate condition. Aman mu't fir + be born after 
the fleſh before he can ſive the life of nature in the 
World that now is : ſo you mut of neceſſity be born 
after the Spirit, would you ever live the life of glory 
in the World to come. For, [aith our bleſſed Lord, 
Except a man be born of Water, and of the Spi- 
rit, he cannot enter 11to the Kingdom of God, 
Joh. 3.5. This except (my dear Friends) is with- 


out exception! Tou mult firſt be tranſlated out of a 
fiate of Nature,into 4 ſtate of Grace ; or,out of a [tate 


of Grace into 4 (tate of Glory, you can never be tran- 
ſlated; the one neceſſarily preſuppoſurng the cther. 
"Ta jioried of the Romans that they had two 
Temples, the one dedicated to Honour, the other ts 
Virtue ; and theſe ſo artificialy contrived, that no 
man could enter into the Tempe of Honour, but he 
mu; firit go through the Temp/e of Virtue : Tie ac- 
commodatio1 is eafie 3 Holy you m1? be, or Happy you 
can never be ; you mult firit become new Creatures 
in Chriſt, or you can never enter into the new Jeru- 
falem; you can never exſpe# the honour of being 
made Pillars in the Temple of Go4 for ever. in caſe 
you fit down ſatisfied in a carnal unregenerate_ condi= 
tion. And can you be content tofas ſhort of ever- 
laſting glory ? Can yon be content to fall ſort of ecer- 
nal life > Can. you ( inja word ) be content to loſe 
the beatifical, ſoul-ſatisfying Viſion of the ever b/eſ- 
ſed God, in who/e preſence there is fulne's of joy, 

be. A 3 | ant 
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' TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 
andat whoſe right band there are pleaſures for ever- 
more ? If not, as T am ſure you cannot, Ob then give 
diligence tobe born again, to become new creatures in 
Chrit, that at length you may inherit the new Je- 
ruſalem. 

2. Give diligence to improve every Talent, that 
the Lord ſhall enirut you with. Totr time, your e= 


ſtates, your ſirength, your lives, none of theſe are © 


your own, but all in referenee to an eternal account : 


* Oh then, let them all be carefully improved for His 
glory, whoſ, e flewards you are, and to whom you mMup 
be reſponſtble in the great Day, that you may give up | 


your account with joy, and not with ſorrow ! The end 
.of God's bounty, is Man's dity ; and of all the vouch- 
 Fafements of his Ive and goodneſs to us, he expeds 
that weſhoull make a good improvement. Well then, 

whatever Mercies the Lord hath beitowed upon you, 


_ whatever Talents he hath entruted you'with, im- 
efrove them all for kis glory, as thoſe that muſt ſhortly 


e reſponfible ts Him for them. Have you any Eſtate, 
any Credit, any Intereſt in the World ? Hath God 
ven you riches, and health, and ſirength, and life, 
whilf others are deprived of all > Be ſure, that you 


make a good uſe of all, that you do not imbezil your 


Lord's Talent, but ſee that you ſo improve it, that 
be may haveglory, and your Souls everlaſting conſo- 
lation at that day\ Oh what joy, what a precious 
cordial, what everla,;ing conſolation will tha be on 


the death-bed, when a Chriſtian can ſhew five Ta- 


lents gained by every Talent, wherewith at any time 
the Lord entruſted him ! Oh with what comfort ma: 
fuch lay down their lives and all their creature- 
enjoyments, who have faithfully 1ai1 out all in the 
ſerviceof God ! Now the Lord comes to glorifie _ 
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TheEpiltle Dedicatory. 
who all thy life long Þait been glorifying him : now 
he welcomes thy Soul to the heavenly Jeruſalem, 
and entertains thee with an FEuge bone ſerve ! 
Well done good and faithful ſervant, thou haſt 
been.faichful over a few things, I will now make 
thee ruler over many 3 Enter thou into the joy 


of thy Lord ! Matth. 25. 23. 
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As ever therefore you defire contfort in the hour cf 
detb, Oh let me as an helper of your joy, prevail with 
you to make a die improvement of all your enjoy* 
ments ! | 

3. Make ſure of an Interej in the Lord Jeſus. 
There is none other Name given under heaven 
amongſt men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, As 4. 
12. If ever you obtain the bleſſing of peace andrecon- 
ciliation with God, if ever you obtain the bleſſing of 
pardon and forgivene(s of ſins, if ever you obtain the 
bleſſing of grace here and everlajiing glory bereafter 
at the hands of God, it muit be in the garments of 
Chriit, our elder Brother. Through Chriit you may 
be regeived into favour with God, and partake of his 
loving-kindneſs, which i better than life it ſelf ; 
through Chriſt you May have acceſs with boldneſs to 
the Throne of Grace, an4find the Lord ready to an- 


(wer you in adl your deſires ; through Chriſt you may 


obtain the forgiveneſs of all your fins. how many and 
grievous ſoever, topether with an inheritance incor- 


. ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reſer- 


ved in Heaven for all ſuch xs make Chrit their por- 
tion ! Oh then deprive not your ſelves of juch great 
and everlaiting felicity by refuſing to accept of Chrii 
upon Goſpel-terms, but ſee now that you cloſe with 
him, that you ſubmit to the ſcepter of his Kingdom, 
that you willingly receive him to dwell in veur R_— 
A 4 - 
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_ The Epiſtle Dedicatory. : 


by Faith ! To ſeek for peace, and for pardon of | ſin, | 


and for life, and everlajiing glory, is to be ſeeking the 
living among the dead, if we ſeek it out of Chriſt. 
For though there be life, and happineſs, and ever- 
laſting glory for lojt finners 3 yet all this is laid up in 
the hands of Teſs Chriit, who will never diſpenſe it 
to any, but ſuch as believe in him, and make bim 
their portion, 1 Joh. 5. 12. 


4. Labour to be pra&itioners of what you arepro- 


feſſors, arid doers of what you are knowers. Choiſe 
ſpeculations, if not anſwered with an holy life and 
converſation, will but aggravate your ſin, and expoſe 
your Souls to a greater extremitie of - endleſs miſery, 
Luk. 12. 47. | 


RS. / mu 
"Oux iy aiyors aA &v Tpyois Te Tis nueThpar 
Yroneias medyudara. Juſtin. Martyr. 


Chriſtianity ( you muſt know ) doth conſiſt, not in 
words, but in works ; not in knowledge, but inpra- 


Giſe; not in choiſe notions, but in holy afings and 


motions for Chrijt our Redeemer. A clear head, and 
a foul heart ; an holy profeſſion, and a wicked con- 
verſation, do not well accard. 

Be your knowledge what it will, yet if you anſwer 
it not with ſuitable prafiice, it will profit you no- 
thing, ſohn 13. 37. What good doth a light under 
a Buſhel? So what good can your knowledge do you, 
if not digeſted into pratiice ? Tour knowledg indeed, 
it may make you admired, but bleſſed it can never 
make you. 

See then, if you love your immortal Souls, that 


- you anſwer your Goſpel-light with a Goſpel-life ; and 


what ever knoxledge you have laid up ; Oh now give 
| | diligence 


The Epittle Dedicatory. | 
diligence that, you may prattically lay it out ! Let 
it never be ſaid that you held the truth in unrighte- 
ouſneſs, and that, knowing your Mafter's will, you 
would not do it | A man may repent of his fruitleſs 
knowledge, but never did any man yet repent of that 


| Knowleadg, which uſhered in Obedience to Cods Com- 


mandments. There is Salvation running along in 


. every one of Gods precepts, and all his Command- 


ments, when known and pratiiſed by us, they center 
themſelves in our Eternal bleſledneſs: Whatever 
therefore you know to be ſin, be ſure that you ftand at 
a diftance from it : andwhatever you know to be du- 
ty, be ſure that with all diligence and (eriouſneſs, 
you ſet about it. For conſider : thoſe, who have here 
refuſed to touch the forces Tree of fin, endea- 
vouring to live up to their knowledge, ſhall feed ere- 
long upon the Tree of Life,in the Paradiſe of God : 
whilſt ſuch as knew their Majrers will, and would not 
doit, ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting de:truQgion 
from-the preſence of God, and from tae glory of 
his Power, Rev. 22. 2. Thel. 1.9. 

'5. Be ſure that you alwayes mind Gods Glory, en= 
mm, ail holy converſation and godlineſs, to 
promote the ſame a, the great end of your lives. If we 
honour \our Parents who were only the Inſtruments, 
how much mor ſhould we glorifie God, who alone is 
the Author of our life and beeing,? Should we not con- 
ſult his Glory in every thing, from whom we havere- 
ceived all ? Tf God have given us both life, and the 
comforts of life, why ſhould we nat live to Him and 
his Glory ? Ts it not ( my dear friends ) 4 thouſand 
times better, that in the courſes of our lives, we 
ſhould give God theglory of his Mercy, than let him 
have occafon,through your negleTt,of g/orifying 20 

reads 
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TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 
dreddful Attribute of His Juſtice upon you? Is it nat 
better that you ſhould now become Tributaries in a 
way of obedienceto Gods Glory, than be expoſed 
hereafter to perpetual (havie, and everlaiting con- 
' 1tempt in the World to come? Is it not a thauſand 
times better, that now you ſhould raiſe up gloryby an 
-boly -eonverſation to the Lord Jehavan, than that 
-bereafter he ſhould raiſe up.glory to himſelf, out of 
\your.eternal ruins? Levit. 10.3. 

Let me then inthe bowels of Chriit, beſeech you 
;to:be as careful in every thing of Gods. glory, as you 
. would be deſirous of eſcaping everlaſting miſery ; The 
-wayyny Brethren,to be great hereafter, is to be goad 
3 bere ; andthe way to be glorified in Heaven above, is 
. toglorifie God on. Earth beneath, 1. Sem..2. 30. Do 
but tive to God bere, and you ſhall undoubtedly live 

with him for ever hereafter ! Dobut propoſe to your 
ſelves Gods glory in all your undertakings, let this be 
:the center wherein the lines of all your ations may 
.meet,and then you may confort your ſelves in expecia- 
ticn of as much bleſſedneſs, glory, and everlaiting 
- bappineſs in Heaven , as your hearts can defire, 
though enlarged to the utmoft of all created capa- 
OatIes. 

6. See that you Fave weaned affedions to all your 
creature-enjoyments. Why is it that every Roſe in 
- this life hath its Thorne ? that all our Hony hath 
- Gallin it ? that our beii Wine is mixed with ſome wa- 
- ter?: but that hereby the Lord would learn us to fit 
loofe toall creature-enjoyments : Therefore bath the 
- Lord rubbed Wormwood, and put bitterneſs upont he 
 breaitof everything in this World, that we might not 
too much be hanging thereon. Such is the folly that 
is bound up inour bearts by nature, that we uſually 
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The Epiffle Dedicatory. 
prefer things ſeen though but Temporal, befcre things 
not ſeen which are Eternal; Ant gypte, before Ca- 
naan ; The meat that periſheth , before the meat 
that ſhall endure to Eternal life ; The barren Wilder- 
neſs of this World, before a Paradice of Heavenly 
Glory. But ſhall not that Vanity, that Emptineſſe, 
that Diſappointment that we find in theſe things, 
Alienate our afetiions from them, and make us as 
dead tothem 2? What Ipray you conld the World ever 
yet do for its greateſt Favourites ? Did it ever yet 
comfort any man labouring under the Throbs, Eſtuati- 
0ns, and bloody 4gonies of a wounded Conſcience? 


Didit ever yet give ſatisfattion to an immortal - ſont, 
- (o that like a ſtone inthe center, it would go no-fur- 
'ther ? Can the World ingratiate your ſouls with the 
'Lord Jehova h, and Make him your friend ? Willthe 
World be 'Armour of: proof, egainit the terronrs of 


death ? Will it purchaſe you an interej} in Heavenly 
Glory ? Will it deliver your ſouls in a 'day-of 
wrath, and become your Advocate, when at laſh you 
ſhall be convented before Gods dreadful Tribunal ? 


Is not the World with all its enjoyments, likebroken 


Cifterns wherein can be fonnd no water to refreſþ 


' your 'thirſtyſouls ,” ar like broken Reeds, that if 
' we lean upon them ,* will murtally wound us ? . Or 


like a Shaddow which when'the Sun of our lives 


' goes down will everlaſtingly diſappear ? Suffer then, I 


beſeech you, your ſouls no longer tobe enſnared by theſe 
fading vanities; but labour now whillt- you live to 


"ſcorn; diſafei, and contemnthe IWWorld with all its 
* enjoyments, as much as you' will wiſh your had'done, 
" when you comearto die ?. Oh ! how ſmall is the comfort 
which the choiſeſt of all creature-enjoyments can ad- 
miniſter tc a dying-man, now-ready tobe convented 


before 
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_ noday paſs you,my dear friends, without the ſerious 


' wherein you do not experience the power of Gods grace 


wherein you get not ſome further acquaintance, ſome - 


TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 
before the Tribunal of Chrift, there to give an ac- 
count of his Stewardſhip,now Kanding upon the brink. 
of *ternity, and ready to enter upon an ever la$ting 
nr:tangeable condition; Why then ſhould thoſe things 
be i: ref your hearts whil't you live, which caunot 
cormturt your hearts when you come to die? 1) 

Ob ! place not your hearts upon thoſe things, upon 
which :he Lord would have you to put your feet ! Ton 
mu} *fir:: be dead to the World, or ever you can tive 
aritn God | Firit you muſt be emptied of Earth, before 
ever yo can be fied with Heavenly Glory ! 

7. Walk daily in communion with God, giving di- 
ligence to keep cloſe to birt in every duty, youare none 
of you any further _briſtians, than you hold comm u- 
nion with Gold in Chritt. . Be not then eſtranged from 
God, do not forget him daies without number ; do net 
ftandany longer at a diflance from him,but now labour +: 
that you may acquaint your ſelves with him, that you 
may fit down under his Shaddow with great delight, + 
and let bis fruit.be ſweet to your taite; now labonr to 
keep cloſe to God, and experience his loving kind- 
neſs in every ditie, counting one daies communion 
with bim, better thau a thouſand elſe where : Let 
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upon your hearts, wherein your ſouls are not filled as 
with marrow and fatneſs, wherein your hearts 
are not wonderful:y warme4 and drawn out after God, 


fellowſhip, [ome heavenlie conmunion with the God 
of Heaven. Tis neither Praying, nor Reading, nor 
Conferring, but communion with God in theſp; that 
can give ſatisfatiion. Frequent then the las” 
| 0 
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TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 

of the Saints, wait dailie at Wiſdom's Gates,bathe 
your ſouls often in the pure Waters of the Santiuarie, 
and be.often in your ſecret retirements, in Praying, 
and Reading, and beavenlie Meditations; but, be 
Jure you improve them all as means of communion 
with God, as o many golden Pipes conveying tre oyl 
of Grace, into the Veſſels of your immorcal ſouls, as 
ſo many ſpiritual Betheſda*s, ihat may heal you of 
all ſinful dijtempers, as ſo maine epen doors, proing 
you an entrance into the ſecret Chambers, of jweet 
fellowſhip with God in Chrijt. Oh ! /ittle 20 you 
know the comfort, the peace, the ſou!-reijhing de- 
lights of a man walking dailie in communion vith 
God : If ever you would know it, acquairr your ſouls 
with the Lord, and keep cloſe to him in every dutie; 
A man keeping cloſe to God, and walking daily in 
communion with bim, is alreadie in the Suburbs of 
the heavenlie Jeruſalem. the citie of the great King, 
be lives in a Paradiſe of all ſpiritual delight, and 
ſoul-ſatisfying pleaſures. In a word that you may 
mind this dutie, which indeed you ſhould make the 
great work of your lives ; let this alwaies be remem- 
bred, that, communion with God in a ſtate of Grace, 
istheonhe way leading to the everlaſting enjoyment 
of God, in a tate of Gtorie. 

8. See that you daily live in the expeGation of 
Death, and that eternal judgement that mu} fol- 
low after, never daring to do anie thing, but what 
you may own with comfort dt that day ; There is no- 
thing more operative to holie walking, tkan by ſeri- 
ous thougrts of Death and fudgement, to antedate 
the terrours of death to a graceleſs foul, and the 
ſevere impartial Account ; that mu immediatelie 
therexpon be made before Gods dreadful T Tm 
: | | his 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
This would quicken the fox to all ſuch duties, as 
will minijter comfort at Death and Judgement ; this 
ftands as a watchful Centinel againji everie tempta=- 
tien,making a man cry out when ever ſolicited to com- 
wit folly ; Row can I do this-great wickedneſs 
and fin againft God ? If a Ship be not well balaſi- 
ed, it will eafilie overturn : The reaſon why ſo many 
are overturned with everie wind of. temptation, why 
ſo many can difſemble con\cience, corrupt themſelves, 
accommodate themſelves ts the- humoyrs of the 
times, firike hands with the workers of iniquity, 
bnild again what ſometime they deit.oyed, transform 
themſelves Camelion- like, into the rape of every 
pre-ailing faGion, and live dailie in ihe «crele{s neg- 
let of God, and Chrift, and everlaſting Concern- 
ments : the reaſon of all this is, that their hearts 
were never well balajied with the lively thoughts and 
preoccupations of an approaching Death, and that 
Eternal judgement that muſt follow after. Oh there- 
fore,my dear Friends,in the bowels of Chrift, let me 
beſcech you to think, ſad and drag thoughts, about 
your approaching Death, and that dreadful Account 
which you muſt ſhortlle make before the Righteous 
Fudge of all the world! After this there is no more 
day of Grace, no further calling to repentance, no 
more firetching out the golden Scepter, xo more 
Manna wi! now fall, no Angel will ever any more de- 
ſcend into the Pool ; but ,in caſe you be found unprepa- 
red,the door of Mercy wall-for ever be ſhut againit you: 
Oh therefore live now as if Death were ſiriking that 
fatal firoke, and bad received a Commiſſion to carrie 
you before God's Tribunal, Now live as if death that 
King of Ferrours were juſt laying bis cold hands upon 
you, as if the Trumpet were ſounding, the Books £ 
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_ TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 
pened, the Fudge ſate clothed with Majeſtie and glo- 
ry, - having all men convented before his dreadfnt 
Tribunal, expefing their everlafting doom. either, 
Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit che king- 
dom from eternity prepared for you; Or, De- 
part ye curſed into everlaſting fire prepared for 
cheDevil and his Angels! Oh think often with 
your ſelves, Whether will be better at this day, to be 
found holy or prophane, to be found watching or negli- 

ent, to be found reconciled to God or at enmitie with 
Lim. to be foind praying or blaſpheming, tobe ford 
worſhipping the Lord in ſpirit and in truth, or after 
your own inventions ; tobe foundrepenting or ſinning, 
to be found wicked or righteous, among thoſe that 
ſerve God, or thoſe that ſerie him not ? Oh would 
you bat dwell much in your thoughts and meditations - 
upon theſe things ; thus anticipating the terrour of 
Death and Fudgement to all that are ungodly, what 
manner of perſons would it ſoon make you in all boly 
converſation and godlineſſ! How diligent would this 
make you, to work out your own Salvation with fear 
and trembling, tobe found cf God in peace without 
fot, and blameleſiat that day! 

9, Be careful to (et your affetions on things above, 
and in the midjt of all your creature-enjoyments, let 
your hearts be carried out-after God in Chriſt as your 
only happineſl. Oh ſeek not the living amonet the 
dead ! Oh do not expeti happineſs from that which is 
vanity and vexation of ſpirit : but if God be your hap- 
þinefs, your portion, your treaſare, then where this 
treaſure is, there let your hearts be alſo! A fione 
falling downward will never reſt till it comes to its 
center : if God in Chriſt be the center towards which 
you move, then reſi not ſatitfied with any thing nll 
| Your 
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your ſouls ſhalitake center in him. Remember that 


.of Auſtin, Feciſti nos Domini propter te, & ſem- 
per inquietum eſt cor noſtrum donec requieſcat 
inte; As God never refied tilihe had made Man, ſo 
let not any 0ne, man or woman, reſt till they return 
to God, 11!their hearts are wholy fixed upon him as 
their exceeding great reward. Tou deſire honours 
which are fugitive, and will ſoon be blaſted ; Is net then 
everlaſting honour in Gods preſence, much more to 
be defired ? Ton deſire riches, which make them- 
ſelves wings and fly away; Ts not then that better 
part much more to be thirſfed after, which ſhall ne- 
ver be takenfrom you ? Tou defire pleaſure and con- 
tentment. but what is the pleaſure of this World to 
that fulneſs of jay, and thoſe unperiſhable ogy we 
that are at Gods right handfor evermore ? Oh ! be a- 
ſhamed any longer to be thirſflirg after broken Ci- 
fterns, andnoy let your hearts be carried out after 
heavenly Objefts, after God in Chriſt, who alone is 
the Fountain of living Waters ! fic pitifſamus, il- 
lic deghuriemus ; Here we only ſiÞ of the water of 
Life :: but in Heaven we ſhall drink it up, though 
there be an Eternity tothe bottom; Here we are ſons of 
hope, but when once Grace is ripened into Glory,then 
bope ſhall be ſwallowed up in fruition, and our hearts be 
as full of God, and dll comforts in him,as we can de- 
fire ; Let therefore your hearts be wholly carried out 
after theſe gl:rious enjoyments, after God in Chriſt, 
after Heaven, and Eternal Glory. 

10. And lafily be ſure that not withſtanding all 
the diſcouragements attending a life of holine(s, you 
bold fait your integrity, not pleading any difficulty or 
dawer, apainſt that you know to be duty. Afiidion 
in the World is the portion of all that will live godlily 
in. 
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' in Chrift Feſws : So that, immunity from the re- 


proach, malice, and perſecution of an ungrateful 
World, and the prattical entertainment 6f Chrit*s 
Commandments, are no more conſilient than Light 
and Darkneſs. If you Fill be doing for Chrijt, you 
mu; alſo expe to be ſuffering from the World; and 
yet your ſufferings which you meet with from the 
World, cannot diſ-oblige you from dying for Chriſt. 
Se/dom do men receive the Dofrine of Chriſt in the 
power of it, but Satan, and his wicked inſtruments, 
will be raiſing Perſecution againſt them: However, 
ſuch dangers and diſcouragements muft never be 
Þleaded azainjt your Duty. A Chriſtian muit rather 
conſult his Duty, than his own Safety ; reſolving a= 
gainſt the neg!e© of that, more than again|t any dan- 
ger, any difficulties and diſcouragements, how many 
and great ſoever. feſus Chrift # too great a Sove- 
reign tobe indented with ; nor can you indeed be his 
Diſciples, if you walk not before him in all dutiful 
Obedience to his boly Wil', whatever it coſts you. See 
therefore, my dear Friends, that you have alwayes 
an open Kar, a ready Hand, an obedient Heart, and 
a willing frame of Spirit to fall in with every Service, 
every Work , and Duty that the Lord ſhall call you 
forth to, though attended with never ſo many diffi- 
culties and diſcouragements. If ever you would ob- 
tain the happineſs of Heavenly-enjoyments, you muſt 


2 walk in all dutiful obedience before Chriſt, notwith- 


ftanding a!! Earthly-diſcouragements. For, aſſure 
your ſelves, ke that for fear of danger will not hear 
the Voice of Chriſt calling him to Duty. ſhall never 
ſee his Face in d (tate of Glory. If the fear of a 
Temporal puxiſhment ftartle you , how-much more 


3 honulld you labour to be fledfaft; unmoveable, alwayes 
He "2 abounding 
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abounding 3 the work, of the Lord, to prevent an 
everlajtino, topmerit ? Will you fear a Priſon, and not 
Hei; toe frowns of a ntan that muſt die, and ngt the 
wrath of that God who cayi caſt both body and ſoul 
rnto- flel; the loſs of life temporal, and not the * 
of life everla ting ? Ts it .not better that the Fle 
ſl20uld (ſuffer a while, than be tormented for ever ? 
to. endure the Croſs a while, thn to lie under the 
Curſe to all Eternity ? Believe it, my Brethren, the 
tiearer to God, the further from Danger ; and your 
greateſt ſafety lies alwayes in a way of Duty | Let 
1:0 man ever think to be ſafe in away of fin, nor 
promiſe himſelf freedom from that which it evil, by 
nezlefiing the performance of that which i good. For 
he only that walketh upri;htly, walkcth ſarely. 
Cotte then ( my Brethren ) what will come, in a 
way of Ditty, Tempeſts or fair Weather, a Night of 
Adverſity or a Sun-ſhine of Proſperity, Impriſonment 
or Liberty, Life or Death 3 yet be ſure, you chearfully 
g0 farward therein, reſolving to hold fait your in- 
teprity, whatever it expoſe you to. _ 

Ob ! let me beſeech you, once for all, that you will 
reſolve to follow Chrijt upon the Waters, an4 let not 
the Floods of perſecution, sr any afflidion drown your 
zeal for kis Glory ; Thro'"gh theſe bitter Waters of 
Maran, we ſhall come at length to the Wines of Pa- 
radiſe : Through this barren Wilderneſs, we ſhall 
come at l-ngth tothe Heavenly Canaan; and for bear- 
ing his croſs a while, Chriſt at length, will be ſure ta 
crown us with everlaſting Glory. 

I/hat then, though your obedience to Chriſts Com- 
mandment s, ſhould expoſe you to reproach.,perſeeution, 
Impriſonment, and the like calamittes in this World; 
 Ipt conſider, Ts not that Crown, that Kingdom, = 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
far more exceeding , and eternal weight of Glory, 
which ſhall ſhortly be beſtowed upon you, ſufficient to 
make amends for all? Though bere you be ſowing in 
tears, yet ahwn you ſhall reapin joy. Though here 
your province ſhould be difficult, yet remember your 
reward is (ure ; though you now lie among the pots, 
mourning as Doves of the Valley ; yet ere long, you 
ſhallbeas the wings of a Dove covered with Sil- 


| ver, and her Feathers with yellow Gold, Pſa. 68. 


13. For your reproach in this World, you ſhall meet 
with glory in the next ; For your ſhort confli& here, 
everla-ting triumph hereafter; and though now for 
well-doing, you ſhould be afflifed and in miſery, yet 
anon you ſhall be advanced to an eternal, mojt glo- 
rious, and ſoul-ſatisfying felicity. 

And ſhall we then ſtartle , diſſemble conſcience, 
and decline our duty for that ſorrow which ſhall end 
in joy; for that croſs which leads to a crown, for 
that cloud of reproach, which anon ſhall be changed 
in a Sun-ſhine of eternal Glory ? Aſſurance of a ſafe 
Harbour to a ſeafaring-man, of a fruitful Harveſt 
to the Husbandman, of a corruptible Crown to a 
Souldier, doth ſufficiently encourage them to break 
through all diffculties, with which their employ- 
ments areattended : $0, the aſſurance we have ( if 
Chriſtians ) of that Port of eternal Happineſs , of 
that Harve{ of everlaſting joys in Gids preſence, 
that immarceſcible triumphal crown of Glory ſhould, 
in this our ſeed-time of tears, in this our (eafaring 
condition, in this our ſpiritual warfar, encourage us 
to walk before Chrift, in all dutiful obedience to his 
boly will, mabing us reſolve to hold faſt our inte- 
grity at the deareſt rate. : 

But having more largely infiled #pon theſe things 
B 2 in 


'_ _- TheEpiltleDedicatory. 
in the following Sermons, I ſpall no longer detain” 
you : Onely let me earneiily beg, that in all your ad- 
dreſſes to the Throne of Grace, you would never for- 
get to breathe ont one heart*s-groan for him, who is 
ambitious of no greater honour, than to be and ſub- {| 
ſcribe himſelf ; b 


Fe Yours to ſerve you, whilſt cloathe . 
ed with mortality, in the ever- 
laſting Goſpel of our Lords 
moſt glorious Kingdom, 
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Peace be with you all that are in Chrift 


Jeſus, Amen. 


| Hat our bleſſed Lord, going out of the 
\ A World, bequeathed as a choiſe Legacy 


to all his Diſciples, which was, The 
Peace of God that paſſeth all underſtan- 
ding; the ſame doth our blefſed. Apoſtle, con- 
c.uding his whole Epiſtle in the words of my 
Text, ſolemnly intitle all thoſe to, whoare truly 
united unto Chriſt, and made-one with him. 
For, having driven that excellent and bleſſed 
Deſign, which in this Epiſtle he had upon thoſe 
Strangers to whom he wrote, to a full period; 
aſſuring them that the Faith wherein they ſtood: 
was the trne Grace of God: he fhuts up his 
whole diſcourſe with the words of my Texe, 
and therein leaves his Apoſtolical Benedi&ion 
upon them, ſaying, Peace be with you all, that 
are in Chriſt Feſws, Amen. 
In waich words, that I may not hold you lon- 
cer in the porch, there being noting in them 
chat ſpeaks any dependance upon, Or Connexion 


' with, any thing that went before; you may ob- 


ſerve theſe Lo things confideral bz, 
| B 3 i. A 


29 7% | 
1. A Benedi&ion prono:nced; Peace, &c.. 
2. The ratification thereot annexed, Amen. 


In the Benedi&ion you have alſo theſe Two 


Particulars ; 


1. The Matter of the Apoſtles benedi&ion, 


Peace. 


2. The Perſons upon whom it is pronounced, 


thoſe that are in Chrift Jeſus. 

Having firſt explained the words as they lie in 
order, we ſhall give you the Obſervation. 

Peace. *Tis a word of a very large and com- 

prehenſive ſignitication, as implying an univer- 
fal confluence of all good things, together with 
an aggregation of whatever might tend to the 
making of a man compleatly happy. As for the 
thing it ſeif, we are to know, There is a three-fold 
peace ſpoken of in holy Wric ; with God, with our 
ſelves, and with men amongſt whom we converſe. 
Peace with men, 1s by all lawful means to te pur- 
ſited; with our ſelves, it 1s much co be deſired 3 
but with God, it 1s abſolutely neceflary, would we 
ever be happy. Though therefore we. exclude 
neither peace with our ſelves, nor peace with 
men amongſt whom we converſe; yet that which 
we. pitch upon, as chiefly intended by our A» 
poſtle in this place, 1s, Peace and reconciliation 
with the God of Heaven. | 

| Be with you all that arein Chriſt. | Though our 
Apoſtle would not deny the comfort of this his 
Apoſtolick benedifion to whom it belonged ; 
yet he durft nor intitle any thereto, bur ſuch as 
had an intereſt in it, and ſuch are only the li- 


___-ving members of Chriſt, his myſtical body. 


There is peace and reconciliation with the God 


«a 


of Heaven to be-had, Y.ot indeed promiſcuonfly 


of all, but of thoſe 310ne, and of all thoſe that 
are in Chriſt Jeſus-, not by external profeſſion, 


but by an intern?.1 and ſpiritual implantation. 


 Amen.| The 'word is originally Hebrew, figni-- 


fying So 7t 77, or Sobett : bur yer it is continued -- - 


in all langyvges, and by the ule of ic, as familiar, 
and well known as moſt other Engliſh words. 
For che uſe of it 1n this place, ic ſpeaks forth not 
only the Apoſtle*s earnelt deſire that the peace of 
Go mighrt become tae portion of a!| that are 
Ie Chriſt Jefis : but withal, his holy confidence, 
nis plerophory, and full aflurance thar it ſhould 
beſo, giving us thereby to learn chis comfortable 
point of Dofrine. 

Do&. That all ſuch as are in Chriſt Feſus, have 
the peace of God, and reconciliation with hin 
for their portion. The Soul is no longer at ods 
with God the Father, when once it is made one 
with God the Scn. The foundation cf our 
peace with God, 1s our union with Jeſus Cariſt; 
and where once this foundation 1s laid, they are 
no longer counted enemies, bne the friends of 


God. Though by nature weare a]l at enmity a- 


gainſt God 3; yet being once ingrafced into 
Chrift, the enmity of our natures 1s aboliſhed, 
and a ſweet peace betwixt God, and our Souls, 
concluded. 

In the proſecntion of which DoGrrine, having 
firſt ſhewed you when a man may be ſaid tobe in 
Chriſt Jeſus; I ſhall give you the Reaſons why 
thoſe that are in Chriſt muſt needs have che peace 
of God, and reconciliation with him for their 


Portion ; and fo paſs to the practical improve- 
B 4 men. 


TO TT 
ment of the whole by way of Uſe and Applica- 


tion. 


Fir}, Then, I am to let you underftand when *# 

a man may be faid co be in Chritr Jeſus: and that 

1s 11 theſe and the like caſes, of wnich I beſeech 

you to take ſfecial notice, becauſe xv many de- 

ceive themſelves, thinking they are Chriſt's, 

when indeed they are {till in the gall of bitter= 
neſs, and in the bond of iniquity. 

1. When a man hath che Spiric of Chriſt Je- 
ſus ſavingly awelling in him. By Nature we are 
all eſtranged from Chrift ; but through the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt we are quickned, and engrafted in- 
to him. Whoſoever hath the Spirit of Chriſt #% 
ſfavingly in him, may truly be faid cobe in him. + 
For the Spirit of Chriſt 1s the ſole author and \ 
efficient cauſe of our being in Chriſt, and of our -) 
union with him. By this one Spirit it is that we : 
are all of us baptized into one body, 1Cor.12.13. * 

So then they chat have not the Spirit of {| 
Chriſt ſavingly dwelling in them, they are none 
of Chrifts, nor can they truly be ſaid co be in 
Chriſt, as being ſtill 1n the gall of bitterneſs, 
and the bond of iniquity. For ſaith the Apoſtle, 
Hereby know we that we dwell in Chriſt, and Chriſt 
in us, becauſe he hath given ws of his Spirit, 1 Joh. 
4.13. Whatever member is really united tothe 
Head, hath a Soul, enlivening of it, and a&ting 
in it : So,there is no man-truly united to Chriſt 

as his Head, but by the Spiric of Chriſt quick- 

ning of him, and effeftually working in him. 
2. When a man by Faith 1s united to, and ef- 
fe&ually made one with Chriſt Jeſus. By Faith 
Chriſt 


Chriſt is united to Believers, and Believers to 
Him: He dwells in their Hearts by Faith; and 
by Faith they have a being, and live in him, 
Gal. 2. 20. Whatever the Spirit of Chriſt on his 


 partdoth before for theuniting of us to Chriſt, 


yet certainly Faith is the Hand on our part 
that receives, and the band that faſteneth Chrift 
to us: Hereby it 1s that we touch the head of the 
golden Scepter ; this is the hand which puts us 
into Chriſt as a ſpiritual Betheſda, for the healing 
of all our diſtempers. 

So then, a man may be ſaid to be in Chriſt 


when by Faith he is united to Chriſt, and made _ 


one with him: when by Faith he entertains 
Chriſt into his Soul, reſting fiducially upon him, 
entirely truſting him both with Soul, and Salva- 
tion. 

Secondly, T am'to give you the Reaſons why 
ſuch as are in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt needs have the 


peaceof God, and reconciliation with him for 
\ . their portion, 


I. Becauſe for all ſuch, Jeſus Chriſt hath 


made full ſatisfaQtion to divine Juſtice. Though ' 


once there was a bleſſed peace and agreement 
beewixt God and Man ; yet man through his 
Apoſtacy from God, hath diſſolved that bleſſed 
agreement, and thereby provoked the Lord to 


, become his enemy. 


And however, God, out of his wonderful Phi- 


. lanthropy to Mankind, be inclined to be recon- 


ciled co che Children of men, and again to re- 
ceive them into favour : yetin order to all this 


refolying that he will never beat peace with us, 
| call 


Ag. 6 


he ſtands upon fatisfaftion to offended Juſtice, X. WW 


(6 
eill that be given. God "F revealed himſelf 
to bean holy, Sin-hating, and righteous God, to 
be angry with the wicked every: day, and one 
that will by no means acquit the guilty : Now 
then, to make up this breach, and reconcile us 
unto God, Jeſus Chriſt Reps in,takes the chaſtiſe- 
ment of our peace upon him, and gives full ſaciſ- 
faction toDivine Juſtice, by ſuffering for all his 
people whatever their {ins had demerited at the 
hands of God, Iſa. 53. 5. | 

Though then it will not ftand with the Maje- 
ſty of God,to be at paace with us till {atisfaftion 
be given to offended Juſtice; yet Chriſt having 
fatisfied his Juſtice, by undergoing the ftroke 
thereof, What ſhonld hinder their peace with 
- the God of Heaven for whom Chriſt intended 
all chis ? 

Be Juſtice never ſo ſevere, let it have never fo 
dreadful a quarrel, and fo implacable a contro- 
verſie with finners whilſt unſatisfied ; yet Chrift 
having given it fatisfaion for all that ſhould be 
living members of his Myſtical Body, ic will rea- 
dily ſethagd and ſea] to their acquittance, and 
be fo far from pleading againſt them, that it 
turns their Advocate; and becauſe Chriſt hath 
made an Attonement, all ſuch asare truly in him 
muſt needs be received into favour, and have 
peace with God. 

2 Becauſe all ſuch as arecruly in Chriſt, they 
ſtand juſtified in the fighe of God. Not only 
hath Chriſt given ſatisfation to offended juſtice 
for all that are in him, but this ſacisfaQtionis al- 


fo pleadable by every ſoul in Chriſt Jeſus, as be- 


ing acually made his own through faith in 
þ ; Chriſt, 


9, 
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?% Chrift,ſo that appearing chus before God the Fa- 


ther, inthe Garments of his Elder Brother, he 


- obtaines and cannot but obtain, the bleiling of 


peace at Gods hands, Rom.5.7: So then the 


| chief thing in Juſtification, and that which moſt 


naturally flowes from-it, 1s, the removal of the 
enmity betwixt all thoſe thact are juſtified, and 
the God of Heaven. 

We are by nature darkneſs, and God is light ; 
we are guiltineſs, and God is all juſtice ; we are 
all in a word as dry ſtubble, and God a conſu- 
ming fire; but now being juſtified by faith, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, all this contra- 
riety and diſtance is done away, and the peace 
of God it becomes our portion. So that being 
juſtified by Faith, as all thoſe are that are truly 
in Chriſt, and made one with him, God looks 
upon us no longer as enemies, but as friends; not 
as obje&s of his hatred, but as objefts of his 
good-will, of his love, and his ſpecial favour. 

3. Becauſe for all ſuch as are truly in him, 
Jeſus 'Chrift is an Advocate interceding for 
them, and 1mproving his intereſt with God the 
Father in their behalf. Tis true, the Juſtice of 
God once violated, becomes incxorable, till ſa- 
tisfaftion be given: but now,becauſe Chriſt hath 
fully anſwered the demands of Divine Juſtice, 
Ke may urge the Lord, upon the account of his 
own ſatisfatory merits, to be propitious to all 
that are in him, to receive them into favour with 
himſelf, and be reconciled to them, Foby 17. 

Now then, how ſhould ſuch be eſtranged from 
God, and the obje&s of his hatred, who have 


Chriſt interceding for them, upon rhe A" 
: Oo 


(8 
of his own righteouſneſs, that God would acquir 
them from the guilt of all their ſins, that God 
would no longer frown, but ſmile upon them, 
that God would no more count them his ene 
mies, but his friends and favourites. | 

Oh what ſtrong and everlaſting conſolation, 
may juſtly accrew to every ſoul in Chriſt, from 
this conſ1deration, that Chriſt is interceding for 
them, and urging the Lord upon the account of 
his own righteouſneſs, to be at peace with them |! 

Tis a great advantage to have one pleading 
for us at the bar, who' is in favour with the 
Bench : well, Jeſus Chriſt is in favour with ehe 
bench ; the Lord whoſe juſtice we have violated, 
and whoſe wrath we have provoked, is our Ad- 
vocate's Friend and Father, yea and ſuch a Fa- 
ther as never denyed him any thing, Who then 
that is truly in Chriſt, can deſpair of the 
peace of God and reconciliation with him for 
his portion ? Sp | 

Fear not, Chriſtians, the God of Heaven re- 
gards the young Ravens tnat cry unto him, he 
will nor altogether neglect the humiliation of an 
hypocriticai Ahab, nor 1s he at al} backward to 
an{wer the prayers of his people: and will he 
not much more regard the prayers of his dearly 
beloved Sou interceding for thy peace, thy par- 
don, thy reconciliaticn with him, andall upon 
the account of his own ſatisfactory, and all-fuf- 
ficient Merits. . 

4. And laſtly, becauſe all ſuch as are truly in 
Chriſt, have che enmity that was in cheir na- 
tures againſt the God of Heaven aboiihed, and 
are fitted for communion with him. No tooner 
1s 
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15 2 man in Chriſt, but the dominion of fin is caft- 
down, and he becomes a new creature, his nature 
is now throughly ſanEified, and all choſe corrup- 
tions that were as ſo many weapons of rebellion 


” againſt God, are mortally wounded. 


Every man by natureis all over filthy,unclean, 


\: polluted, and full of enmity againſt the God of 
'} Heaven : but that a peace betwixt God and our 
'7 ſouls, may be concluded, Jeſus Chriſt, by his 
1 Spirit, deftroys the enmity that is jn us againſt 


God, cleanſeth us from all filthineſs of Beſh 
and ſpirit, and ſo makes us holy, as God is 
holy. | 

Now then, though ſuch a thing as this, cannot 
merit the bleſſing of Peace, and Reconciliation 
with God: yet it fits and qualifies a man that he 
may receive the peace of God, and reconcilia= 
with him, as his portion, 

Nor 15 there indeed any thing elſe in the 
World, that can render us uncapable of the peace 
of God, but only che finfulne(s of our natures, 
together with that hatred, enmity, and contra- 
riety that is bound up in our hearts againſt him, 


Rom. 8.7. 


Sin 1s the great Make-bate between Heaven, 


$ and Earth; This is that Apple of contention, 
4 which the old Serpent hath thrown betwixre the 
1 Godof Heaven, and the children of Men. God 


for ſin hated us, and we through fin hate God : 


#Z But now, ſo ſoon as ever we are in Chriſt, we 
43 become new creatures, Chriſt making us of dead, 
3 alive unto God, of Proud, humble, of Ignorant 
} wiſe toSalvation, of Unclean, pure, and of Sin-. 


3 ful, holy, andin all chings conformable to Gods 
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So then, God ſeeing his own Image thus re- || 
Paired in us, he can no longer be wroth with us, 7 


- but will receive us into a ſtate of friendſhip and 
reconciliation with himſelf. 
Thirdly, Having thus given you the reaſons, 


why every ſoul in Chriſt, hath the peace of God, * 


and reconciliation with him, for his portion 
We now come to make ſome improvement of it, 
by way of Uſe and Application. 


Firſt. By way of Information, we may here || 


infer. 

1. How fad and dreadful the condition of all 
ſuch 1s, as are out of Chriſt, and eſtranged from 
him: If ſuchas are in Chriſt, have the peace of 
God, and reconciliation with him, for their 
portion, then for thoſe that are our of Chrift, 
what portion can they expe, but Indignation 
and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguitſh, as ha- 
ving God for their enemy? God never was in 
any bur Chrift reconciling the World to him- 
ſelf; you therefore that are out of Chrift, are ftill 
at enmity with God, and have neither part nor 
tot in the reconciliation purchaſed by Chrift, 
2 Cor. 5.19. 

Now. is this, Tbeſeech you, a condition to be 
reſted in ? can you think that God 1s your ene- 
my, and his Wiſdom, and Power, and .Wfath, 
38 engaged to take vengeance upon you, and yer 
þeſecure 2 What though the Stranger ſhall wiſh 
thee peace in the morning ? What though thy 
Neighbour ſhould ſalute thee with peace ? Whar 
though thy dear Relations, ſhall pray for thy 
peace ? What if in the Church, thon hear che 
olad tidings of peace, and thou receiveſt ma 
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Sacrament, a fign of peace! Yet know, not be=- 
ing thited to Chriſt, and ſo made one with him, 
thou haſt no Peace ; no True, no Heavenly, no 
Spititual peace; bitthe wrath of an angry God, 
itabidech upon thee, Tſe. 57. 21. 

And do you know of a certainty the terrour of 
Gods wrath, and the fierceneſs of his indigna=- 
tion ? Do you know that none can ſtand in Gods 
preſence, when once he isangry 3 and that his 
anger, if kindled bur a little, will conſume you 
likeſtubble? Do you know that there 1s a time 
coming, when God will eafe himſelf of his ene- 
mies, and take vengearice upon all his Adverſa- 
ries ? How is it then, that you ſee ndt the miſe- 
ry of all ſuc as provoke him to jealouſie, not en- 
deavouring to be found of him in peace? 
2 Pet. 3. 14. | 

Oh when will you once be wiſe, to confider 
how fearful a thing it 15, to fall into the handsof 
the living God! Heb. 12. 31. None can pumifh 
their enemies as God can ; the whole creation 
takes part with God; if God be angry, hecan 
arm the leaft creature to kill you ; the clouds are 
lined with wrath, the very Heavens themtlelves, 
every moment, are ready to diſcharge Gods 
Thunder-bolts upon you 3 and having killed 
your body, heis able to torment you, both bo- 
dy and ſoul in Hell, for ever. 

Judge then within your ſelves, if the condi- 
tion of ; every ſoul ont of Chriſt, be not fad and 
deplorable! Such ſouls have that God for their 
enemy, who can command fire to ſcorch chem, 
brimftone to choak them, conſcience to torment 
them, devils ro wrack them, and all the flames 
of 


| (12) 
of Hell to ſeize on them, and burn them for 
ever ! Why then will ycureſt a moment longer, - 
ina Chriſtlefs condition ? Shall we daily ſpeak 
and admoniſh you of theſe things, and yet will 
you ſtill - continue out of Chriſt, as if it were 
but a trifle to be damned? As if to be found 
an enemy to the God of Heaven, to lieunder his 

wrath, and frowns, and heavy diſpleaſures to 
all Eternity, were but a trifle ! But alas poor 
fooliſh ſinners ! when God ſhall ſtir up all his 
wrath, come to plead with you in flaming Fire, 
and empty all the Vials of his indignation upon 
you, that ſhall burn to the loweſt Hell ; Oh!'then 
with whate bitter howlings and lamentations, 
with what brinith tears, and rivers of blood, 
will you bewail to all Eternity, your own folly, 
that you did not foreſee the danger, the miſery 
of, a Chriſtleſs condition ! 

.. 2, Howgreat the ſafery of all that are truly in 
Chriſt, and made one with him, is; Such have 
God on their fid, and if God be for them, who can 
be againſt them ? Rom.$. 31. Gods people have 
many enemies, bur ſo long as God 1s their 
friend, they need not fear them. The fleth from 
within, and the world, and Satan from with- 
out, make war upon, them: but becauſe they 
are at peace with God, and have him for their 
friend, they are ſure at the laſt, co be more than 
conquerours, Rom. 8. 37. Nemo nos ledit, nifi 
gui Deum vincit. Gods Wiſdom, his Power, and 
Faithfulneſs, are all of them engaged for thoſe 
that are truly in Chriſt, and made one with him, 
ſo that there is nothing in all the World, that . 
can hurt them, unleſs they had an enemy _ 4 

could | | 


PM I3 
could nonplus the Wiſdom of God, ont-vie 
*him in power, and reduce him to ſuch ſtraits, as 
to make him forfeit his faithfulueſls, which fhall 
never fa]. 

Oh then, how grear is the ſafety of al} thoſe 
that are truly in Chriſt,and made one with him / 
Let who will make war againit them, yet becaule 
they are at peace with God, they can never hurt 
them. The hearts of all menare in Gods hand, 

he can either deſtroy their perſons, or reſtrain 
their rage; ſo that, let chem intend what mil- 
chief they will, they (hall never aCt it ; Let tiem 
& threaten, yet they thall not execute; Ler them 
$ make war upon his people, yer having Ged for 
their Friend, they are out of Gian-ſhot: For 
* Godis the beſt ſhield, and the beft faſegard thac 
& any man can have, His Name is @ ſirong Tower, 
4 whereall thatareat peace with him, may find 
I ſafety, Prov.9. 

1 Thoughthen there were a confederacy, a mul[- 
{ titude of combined enemies, againſt you chat 
{ arear peace with God, making 1t their great de- 
# ſhgne how to ruin, and deftroy you: Yet be not 
| afraid of their cerrour, perplex not your ſelves 
F wich needleſs fears; you have a God for you r 
f Friend, that is ftronger than all, who can arm 
1 Lice, and Flies, and the ſmalleſt contingency, 
and make the leaſt of them, rout a whole hoſt 
Jof Egyptians. | 

' F Secondly ; By way cf Examination, let this 
, TFmake us pur our ſelves upon the Teſt, and with 
*diligence examine our hearts, whether yet we 
. bein Chrift, or out of Chiitt, whether united 
. Fro him, or eftranged from him ? Trivial mat- 
iN | C tEX3 
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ters, my friends, you ba? WR paſs over ; bue 
a matter of ſo great and everlaſting confe- 
quence, as your intereſt in Chrift, ſhould be ſe» 
riouſly minded. Can we therefore ſay, Chriſt 
lives in us, and we in him, that our ſouls are 
united to Chriſt, and made one with him? 
Thouſands in the World that lay claim to Chriſt, 
are:yet in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the 
' bonds of iniquity : Let not any of us put ſuch 
a ckeat upon our ſelves; Oh « let us not fit down 
ſatisfied without a well-grounded aflnrance, that | 
we are in Chriſt, and made one with him, that | 
in Chrift we have the peace of God which paſieth 
all tnderſianding, and reconciliation with him, : 
for our portion ! But becauſe the reſolution of * 
this query, Whether we have this peace of God :: 
and reconciliation with him for our portion,de- {© 
pends upon this, whether or no we live in Chriſt, ' 
or Chriſt in us, therefore make proof of your ; 
being in Chriſt ; by theſe following fignes. | 
1. All thoſe that are truly in Chriſt, are be- } 
come new creatures, 2 Cor, 5. 17. The ſameſub- 3 
ſtance of ſoul and body, together with all the / 
natural pcwers and faculties of bcdy do remain: 7 
but 2 man,bein# once in Chriſt, is endued with 
new qualities of holineſs, and all the powers both * 
of ſoul and body, are now fandified ; For where- 
as before he in was Chriſt, his underſtanding 
was darkned, now it 1s ſo enlightned,that a man 
can underſtand the things of the Spirit of God; : 
whereas beforea man was in Chriſt, his will was 2 
rebellious, now it is ſo far ſubdued, that he 
readily becomes obedient to the will of God; ; 
whereas, before a man was in Chriſt, his conſci- \ 
ENCE |; 
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ence, memory, thonghts, and affe&tions, were 
all of them earthly, dead, and eſtranged from 
God, now they are awakened, and made holy, 
# ſpiritual, and heavenly. Whereas, in a word, 
\: beforea man was in Chriſt, his ſenſes were fer- 
+ vyants of tin ; and his members, inſtruments of 
unrighteouſnels 3 Now, his ſenſes are ſervants 
of Grace, and his members inſtruments of 
Righteouſneſs unto God, Rom. 6. 13. 

Now then, do you find fuch a change as this 
wrought upon you ? are old things paſfed away, 
and all things become new with you? Is your 
F underſtanding, your will, your afte&ions, your 
F ſenſes, and your members {o renewed, that now 
.: you know what concerus your everlaſting Peace, 
and are wiſe co Salvation; now, you willingly 
# walk before God in all dutiful Obedience to his 
holy Will; now you can love Holineſs, which 
you formerly hated ? Now you can prize Carift 
J whom you formerly deſpiſed; now, you can 
# grieve for fin, in which you formerly delighted 3 
# now,you can rejoyce in the favour of God,which 
#Z you formerly made light of ; Now, you have 


a j your ſenfes exerciſed ro chooſe the good, and 
- | refuſe the evil ; Now, in a word, you can yield 
- Lyonr members ſervants to Righteouſneſs, unto Ho- 


lineſs, Rom, 6. 19. 


E - 2 2. Allchoſe that are truly in Chriſt, are in all 
=" Ithings ſubje& to him as their Head, and that 
-— 2with all willingnefs, alacrity, and chearfulnels 


4of ſpirit. All thoſe that are in Chriſt, are as 

: Hiving members of his own body : And what 1n 
d 3 Jall the World is more natural, than for members 
” 4 withall readinefs to execute what the head com- 
cy EO. mands ? 


C16 ) 
mands? Ask therefore your own hearts, Is 

Chriſt's yoke irkſome and tedious, or do you 

find it eafie ? Are his commandments grievous, 
ſuch as it giudges you to ſubmit to? or do you 
willingly yield obedience to them ? Oh put, I 
beſeech you, the caie home to your own ſouls, if 
you would nor be miſtaken, Doth Chriſt rule in 
you,or doth Self,and Satan? Are you glad with his 
Sovereignty, or is1t a yoke that you cannot bear? 

Do the Laws of Chrifts Kingdom, bear ſway in 
your hearts ? or 1$1t the Law of your members 
and carnal intereſt? When the commands of 
Chriſt, and the commands of fin come in compe- 
tition, Which of thee, in the courſe of your life, 
do you moſt commonly fulfil ? To which of chem 


do you common)y hearken with moſt willingneſs, - |: 


delight, and chearfulne(ſs of heart ? 

Such perſons as are eſtranged from Chriſt,they 
are neither univerſal in their obedience to his 
commands, nor yet chearful in what they do: 
but now ſuch as are truly in him, what ever he 
commands, they do it, and that not grudging- 
ly, but with a willing mind. It 15 not grievous to 
members to obey their Head; nor are the com- 


mands of Chriſt, grievous to ſuch az are living { 


members of his myſtical bedy, 1 Fohn. 5. 3. 
If then you be truly in Chriſt ; like the Cen- 


turions ſervants, when ever Chriſt calls you, you 7 
will come ; when ever he {ends you forth, you 4 
will g0; and what ever he bids you do, you will 


readily {et about it? 
Z* All {uch as are truly in Chriſt, will not al- 


low of any fin in themſelves, but labour to cru- 4 
cihe the fleſh, with all its inordinate luſts, and 5 
| afte&ions, þ 
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# . affetions, Gal. 5. 24, Chriſt our Head, was 

K crucified for the fins of his Members : all ſich 
therefore as are living Members of nis myſtical 
body, muſt crucike their ſins, not ſuffering that 
to live, for which Chriſt died. 

They know that Light and Darkneſs have no 
communion, that Chriſt and Be/zal, can never 
dwell cogether in one heart : and therefore they 
are fick of the leaſt fin, they ſtrive againſt it; and, 
as a living Fountain works out the mud that 
falls intoir, ſo they labour to work our a!l filthi- 
nels of fleſh and ſpiric, and are never at reſt, 
cill chey 'have broken the heart of every luſt, 
2 C97. E 

T hoſe that are truly in Chriſt, and made one, 
with him, dare not allow themſelves in any the 
leaft ſin:asa loyal Wife allows of no ſicange lover 
in her boſom : but their great care is to get rid 
of every Juſt, and to keep their heart, as an holy 
Temple, for Chriſt co dwell in. 

Examine therefore your ſelves, I beſeech you, 
by this figne; what care have you hitherto been 
at, to crucifhe the fleſh, with all its inordinate 
atie&ions and luſts ? what care toget rid of fin, 
and to keep your ſelves from your own jniqut= 
ty? Have you the Teſtimony of your conſci- 
ences bearing you witneſ*, that you have a mor« 
tal deſigne againſt every ſin, and that you allow 
not your ſelves in any the leaſt iniquity ? 

4. All ſuch as are truly in Chriſt, are deeply 
affeted with, what ever indignities are offered 
co Chriſt, and will willingly expoſe themſelves 
to danger, to ſecure and vindicate his glory, 
aS in the natural body; if the Head be in dan- 
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ger, the hand will ſecure it, though with its 
own diladvantage* fo in the myſtical body of 
Chriſt, thoſe that are living Members thereof, 
they will, when ever his Glory, his Honour, his 
Jacereſt lies at ſtake, labour to lecure that, what 
ever it colt them. 

The man that is indeed united to Chriſt, and 
made one with him, he will rather loſe his e- 
ſtare, he will rather loſe his liberty, he will ra- 
ther loſe his credit, yea, he will rather loſe life 
it (elf, than that Chriſt ſhould loſe one beam of 
his Glory, rather than that the intereſt cf 
Chriſt ſhould fall through his want of zeal, to 
aſſert it in the World. 


How therefore are your hearts affeFted with {; 
thoſe manifold indignities, that are offered to i 
Chriit, and what is your zeal to vindicate his ; 
honour, his intereſt, his cauſe, from the vio- } 


lence of ungodly men, that have ſacrilegiouſly 
laid-hands upon it ? 

Do the reproaches of ſuch as reproach 
Chriſt, his Wayes, his Goſpel, his Ordinances, 


fall upon you ? and are you deeply affe&ed { 


therewith ? 


When eveg the cauſe of Chriſt ſuffers and | 
his glory lies at the Stake,do you find your ſelves | 
fo much concerned therein, that to promote his | 
intereſt,and redeem his glory, you could willing- * 
ly run tie hazard of lofing Goods, and Lands, '* 
and Houſes, and Relations, and Liberty, and »: 


Life itſelf ? 


"Colonia 


5. All ſuch as are truly in Chriſt, they will 


labour to walk as he walked, propoſing his Life, / 


his Obedience, his Example, to themſelves for $ 
| imi- | 
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imitation. Such perſons, are his walking Pi. 
Rores 3 they ſtrive to reſemble him, in meekneſs, 
and charity, and purity, and holineſs, as know- 
ing that the Members muſt needs be conformable 
to rheir Head. Try then, ] beſfeech you, your 
ſelves by this ſign 3 cauſes are beft known by 


- their effe&s, Trees by their fruit, Fountains 
by their ſtreams: So you may know whether 


you be in Chriſt, by the effe&ts thereof, your 


F conformity to him. 


Is therefore the ſame mind in you, that was 


| in Chriſt? Haſt thou denied thy ſelf, as thy 


Head did before thee ? Doſt thou daily take up 


.thy croſs, art thou holy and humble, and, in all 
things, a follower of the Pattern which Chriſt 
| hath ſet beforethee, in his own example ? 


.Oh Chriſtians ! How did Chriſt pray, and re- 
deem time for that holy Exerciſe ? At what a low 
rate did Chriſt value the world, who did and 


taught to renounce it? How did Chrift go up 
$ and down, doing good to Man, and al wayes 


choſe things that were pleafing in the fight of 
Fohn 8. 28. ; 

Whether therefore, in theſe, and thelike holy 
Exerciſes , have you ſtudied conformity with 


f him? or have you walked dire&ly Antipodes, 
4 and contrary to him ? 


6. All thoſe that are truly in Chrift, have 


A their hearts drawn out after Him, as the moſt 
.3 excellent, defirable, and lovely Obje& in all the 


World. Whoever are truly in Chriſt, are be- 


” lieving Souls. Now that fight which Faith gives 
, 3 them of the excellency of Chriſt, and their mi- | 


tery without him, it makes him ineftimably pre- 
C 4 cious, 
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There isnothing jn all the world that they prize 
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cious, and the very thoughts of hjm ſweet to the 
Soul, 1 Pet, 2.7. | 
Honours are ſweet to the Ambitious man, 
Plealures are (weet to the Voluptnous man, and 
Riches are ſweet to the Covetous man : bur 
Chriſt infinitely ſurpafſeth them all- in ſweet- 
nels, to ſuch asareliving Members of his Myſti- 
cal Body. Cant. 2.3. As the Apple-tree among 
the Trees of the Wood ( ſaith the Spouſe ) ſo is my 
Beloved among the Sons of men. I ſate down under 
bis ſhadow with great delight, and bu fruit was (weet 
to my tajie. Chriſt 1s ineſtimably precious, and 
every thing of Chriſt 1s exceeding (weet to all 
that aretruly in him. The knowledge of Chrift 
is (weet to their LInderſtanding, as che light is 
ſweet to the Eye. The love of Chrift is ſweet to 
their Souls, as the .Wine is ſw8et to che taſte, 
The Preſence of Chrift is (weet unto them, as 
the Bridegroom'?s preſence is ſweet to the Bride. 


at ſoſ11gh a rate, that they love (o dearly, thac. 
their hearts are carried out after ſo ſtrongly, 
and that they ſo ſweetly delight in, as Jeſus 
Ciriſt. 

As the people efteemed David, fo they eſteem 
Chriſt better than all their thouſands ; whether 
Honours, Riches, Liberty, Life, or whatſoever 
elſe : He i5to themas the Apple-tree among the 
Trees of the Wood, as the Jewel among the. 
Drofs, asthe Sun among the Stars, as the Foun- 
tain in whom their Souls find all ſatisfa&ion ! 
Cant. 5. 13. ' 
' Nowtherefore, how find you your hearts af- | 
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feted towards Jeſus Chritt > Do you, with the 
Spouſe, eſteem the Love of Chrift better than 
Wine ; with David, better than life? And, can 
you,in the midft of all your creature-comforts, 
account them all as loſs, as nothing 1n compari- 
ſonof him; and fay, as the Pſa/miit once did, 
Whom have T in Heaven but Chriſt, and there is 
none 0n Earth that I deſire, in compariſon of him ? 
Pſal. 73. 25. 

7. Allſuch as are truly in Chriſt, will abound 
with the fruits of Righteonſneſs, Every branch 
in Chriſt, its a fruit-bearing branch; and to be 
ſure, all ſuch as are barren amongſt you, are 
eftranged from Chriſt, Foh.15.5. | 

Are therefore your Souls as a ſpiritual Efpcol, 
filled with manie bunches of ripe Grapes, with 
all che fruits of Righteouſneſs, which are by Je- 
ſus Chriſt, to the Glorie of God? 

Areyoufilled with all the Fulneſs of God, or 
at leaſt, do you ſtrive to be fruitful in every good 
Word, and Work ? Col. 1. 10. 

8. And laftly, All that are in Thrift, as living 
Members of his Myſtical Body, have ſet their 
Afﬀe@ions on things above. As their being 151n 
Chriſt, ſo they have their hearts carried out af- 
ter thoſe things that are above, where Chriſt 
ſitteth on the right hand of God, Co/.3.1. 

+ Such as are indeed united to Chriſt, tiey do 
not live as thoſe that take the world for their 
portion : but they declare by their words and 
a&ions, that they ſeek another country, Heb.11. 

Men that are eſtranged from Chriſt, chey lie 
groveling upon the Earth , and all their care 15 
how tobe great, and rich, and honourable in rg 

world : 
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world: but now, all thoſe that are in Chriſt, 


their converſation is in Heaven; though they are 
in the World, yet they are above the World, 
ftudying how to lay up for themſelves a treaſure 
in Heaven, and longing at aft to be lodged in 
the boſom of their blefled Redeemer, Phi/.3.20. 

A man may live in one place, and yet drive 
on his Trade in another : So thoſe thar are in 
Chriſt, though they live in the World, yet they 
trade above the World ; they are Merchants for 
the Pearl of great price: Every day they are 
trafficking for Heaven, and Glory. 

Ask then your own hearts the queſtion, Have 


you laid your Defign as high as Heaven? Do ' 


you live as thoſe that look for a City that hath 
Foundations, whoſe builder, and maker is God? 
Do you not inordinately love, and graſp after 
this preſent world ? but is your heart, your de- 


fires, and all your delight, in thoſe things that 


areabove? Are you not too much taken with 
the droſs and peebles of the world ; but do your 
Souls fly higher, fixing themſeives upon Pearls, 
upon God in Chrift, upon Heaven, and the glo- 
ry of the World to come ? 

. Ohexamine ( T beleech you ) your ſelves by 
this ſign ! The Afﬀections are the trueſt pulle of 
the Soul ; the moſt genuineand proper language 
of its frame and temper : *Tis theſe that ſpeak 
the proper 7diom and language of the heart; and 
ſo, clearly diſcover, whether a man be in Chriſt, 
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or eſtranged from him. If then you find your ' 


Aﬀe&ions fixed on things above, if your hearts 
are full of Heaven, and all your deſires run out 
that way, fo that you long to get out of the 


crowd 
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crowd of worldly buſineſs, to rid your hands of 
all' earthly encumbrances, and to reſt wich 
Chriſt in eternal Manſions of Glory ; this ar- 
gues indeed that you are already in Chriſt, and 
that being made living members of his Myſtical 


| body, you have the peaceof God, and reconci- 
_ hation with him, for your portion ! 


Thirdly, By way of Exhortation, (ball I pre- 
vail withail you that are out of Chriſt, and e= 


| ftranged from him, to labour with all your 


might for an intereſt in him, 

You have heard what the priviledge of being 
in Chriſt is; all ſuch as are made one with him 
have the peace of God, and reconciliation with 
him for their portion: And (hall not fo glorious 
a priviiedge, ſhall not a benefit of ſuch great 
and everlaſting conſequence, make you ſtrive for 
an intereſt in Chritſt ? 

But, that I may not leave you unperſwaded, 
give me leave a little to acquaint you with the 
ſad and deplorable condition of every Chriſt- 
leſs Soul. ED 

I. Conſider, Not being in Chriſt, thou haft 
nolife; bur art dead to this day in treſpaſles 
and fins, Epheſ. 2.1. 

A member ſeparated from the body, hath no 
life; ſoevery Soul out of Chrift is dead, whilſt 
he lives, the death of ſin bears dominion over 
him. As Lazarus remairied dead in the grave 
till Chriſt came, and raiſed him : So doth every 
man 1n the grave of fin, till Chriſt make him a 
I1ving member of his own body, raifing him 
from the Death of Sin, to the Life of Grace, 


1 Foh. 5. 12. 
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And can you fatisfie your ſelves thus, to be 


dead in treſpaſſes and fins? or can you think of | 


obraining life, without coming to Chriſt 2. 

Go you may to your creature-enjoyments, 
but can any of them deliver your Souls from 
Death, and breathe the Spirit of life into them ? 

Oh, with what fear, with what aſtoniſhment 
and trembling may this juſtly fl] every Chrift- 
leſs man and woman among us! Being eſtran- 
ged from Chriſt, thou art a dead ſoul; dead in 
{in for the preſent, and for fin muſt thou die 
eternally, . and for ever periſh, if thou come not 
to Chriſt that he may quicken thee, that he may 
breathe the fpiritof Life,and Grace into thee ! 

2. Confider, Not being in Chriſt, thou haſt 
no-freedom, but art held captive in a ſpiritual 


bondage. It is only Chriſt that miniſters free- 


dom to poor ſouls from fin, and liberty to true 
noline(s: So then, being out of Chriſt, thou 
haſt no freedom to what is good, but art a flave 
to the World, to the Devil, and thy own cor- 
ruptions, Foh.8.36. 

Liberty indeed you have to what is evil, but 
no liberty to what 1s good ; Liberty you have 
to wound your felf, bur no liberty to ſeek out 
for a plaiſter ; Liberty, in a word, you have to 
chuſe fach things as will damne you, bur no li- 
berty to make choile of what may promote 
the ſalvation of your Souls, ſo long as you re- 
main eſtranged from Chriſt ! 

Oh then, How dreadfully aſtonifhing may this 
be to every Chriſtle(s ſou! , and what an argu- 
ment tomake them look out for an intereſt in 


him ? 
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We count it a ſad condition to be held cap- 
tives of the Turk, and made Cally-ſlaves of : 
Oh, but how much ſadder is their condition, 
who are taken captive of the Devil at his will 
and pleaſure, who ſerve in the drudgery of fin, 
and have liberty to do nothing bur what is like 
to damn them, to deſtroy, and undo them for 
ever! 2 Tim.2.26. | | 

3. Conſider, Not being in Chriſt, thou haſt 
no Juſtification ; bur the guilt of all thy fin, it 
lies upon thee. The priviledge of Juſtification 
flowes only from Chrift : When ever God:gives 
a pardon to any poor ſoul, abſolving him from 
the guilt of all his fins, he ſeals it in the blood of 
Chriſt, Ads 13. 39. 6 

So then, you that are ſtill out of Chrift, and 
eſtranged from him, what will you do, how will 
you ever be able to look God in the face, how 
can you ſtand in the day of Judgment, and 
wherewith will you come before Him to appeaſe 
the righteous Judge of all the Worid, and obtain 
your\ pardon? Were you m Chrift as living 
members of his myſtical body, his Righteouſneſs 
would remove your Guile, Chrift himſelf would 
plead your cauſe, and give you 2 pardon : but 
becauſe you are out of Chriſt, you muſt be re- 
{ponfible to Juſtice in your own perſon ; the 
curſe will take hold upon you, and the guilt of 
your fins, it will fink you to the loweſt Hell! 

4. Conſider, Being out of Chrift thou haſt 
no content , but remaineſt unſatisfied in the 
midft of all thy creature-enjoyments, It is not 
the abundance of any thing, bue Chriſt coming 
along with it, that gives content, whether the 
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thing be little or mach, Chriſt is the fulneſs, 
and (weetneſs of all our enjoyments: Separate 
Chriſt from them, and they are emptie and do 
not fill us; yea, they are bitter, and do not 
Pleaſe ns. 

ving of Honours, nor the havingof Friends in 
the world, but the having of: Chriſt in theſe,that 
can give content to the foul,and make ic lit down 
ſatished. ; 

Without Chriſt, the bed is a bed of thorns, the 
breads full of gravel, and the cup is full of gall ; 
Nothing filech, nothing ſatisfiecth, but every 
thing vexeth, diſpleaſeth, leaveth a ſting behind 
it; and the heart, like the horſe-leeche's daugh- 


ters, cries, Gize, Give, and can never have . 


enough, Prov. 30. 15. | 

. Oh then, what an Argument ſhould this be, 
provoking you «to ſeek out for an interelt in 
Chriſt ! Your riches, your honours, and all your 
creature-enjoyments, they are not food, but fuel 
to your defires; and (o far from ſatisfying, that 
they encreale your hunger. Though they pro- 
mile toeaſe you of cares, yet they do but multi- 
ply them ; like drink to a dropfical man, inſtead 
of {lacking, you will find them enflaming your 


thirſt. 


Cauſe hunger they may, but they cannot ſatiſ- 
fie; kindle thirſtings they may, but they can 
quench none; a thouſand feares and cares they 
will create you, but they can quiet none. So long 
as you are out of -Chriſt, you muſt never expe&X 
ſatisfaftion, nor look for contentment in any 
thing that you have! 

5. Cone 


It is not the having of Riches, nor the ha- 
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s, Confider, Being out of Chriſt, thou haſt 
no redemption 3 but art a ſtranger co whatever 
Chriſt purchaſed by his Death , and Paſſion. 
Though Chriſt were as extenſive, and univerſal a 
cauſe of Redemption, as ſome would have him, 
yet no man can afually receive anie benefit by 
Him, cilt by Faith he be uniced co Chriſt, and 
made one with him. . 

What the better was it for the old World that 
they hadan Ark, ſo long as they did not get into 


| it 7 So, what the better is it for you that are out 


of Chriſt, that he hath brought in everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs, that he hath ſatisfied Divine Ju- 
ſtice, that he hath vanquiſhed Death, and Hell, 
and all the powers of Darkneſs, ſolong as you gec 
notan intereſt in him ? 

As the caſe ſtands with you, the blood of 
Chriſt may plead againſt you; bur can never 
plead for you. The Death of Chriſt may aggra- 
vate your Miſerie ; but will never procure you 
Mercie: It may encreaſe the wrath of God a- 
gainſt you, and fink you the deeper in Hell ; but 
co be ſure it will never deliver your ſouls from 
the wrath to come, nor open you a paſlage into 
Heavenly Glorie! | 

 Ohthen, how dreadful muſt be the conditian: 


- of everie Chriftleſs ſoul! Such have neither 


part, nor lot, 1m the Redemption purchaſed by 
Jeſus Chriſt. Though he have died, and ſhed his 
blood, to redeem poor ſouls from: death, and 
hell, and the wrath to come; yer thoſe that are 
out of him, their. condition is as fad and des; 
plorable for the preſent, as if all this had ne- 
ver been! Ohthen, as eyer you defire to partake 

of 


of the Redemption purchaſed, by Chriſt, as ever 
you would reap any benefit by his Death and 


Paſſion, be no longer eſtranged from him, but la- 
bour that you may get an intereſt in him ! 


6. Conlider, Not being in Chriſt, thou haft | 


no acceptance with God, but in all that chou 
doſt, or canſt do, God frowns upon thee. Who 
- ever 15 accepted of God, its in Chriſt his belo- 
ved : thoſe thereforethat are out of Chriſt, they 
bear not Gods Image, nor do they appear before 
him in the rich Robes of Chrifts Righteouſneſs, 
and cannot upon that account, find acceptance 
at his hands, inany thing that they do. 
- Foſepb's Brethren mighe not look him'in 
the face, without bringing Benjamin along with 
them: So if you bring not Chriſt along with 
you, if you appear not before God 'in Chrift, 
you may not ſee his face, you ſhall never find 
acceptance with-him, do what you can. 


Oh then; that the Lord may accept you inall 
that you do, that when you: come before him {| 
wich -broken prayers, he may ſpell our your | 


meaning, and take al] your performances, how 
weak and imperte& ſo ever, in good part! See 
that you. labour for an intereſtin Chriſt, to be 


united to Chrift, and made one with him, in 


whom the Lord 1s well pleaſed ! Mat. 3. x7. 

' 7. Conſjider, Not being in Chriſt, thou haſt no 
comfort, but remaineſt diſconſolate; Chriſt a- 
lone is the conſolation of Iſrae/ : You then that 
are out of Chriſt, ycur condition muſt needs be 


diſcon(olate, Lake 2. 25. If Chriſt he not yours, | 


no comfort in the ord of God is yours. 
Oh chen, that you may not live without com- 
fort, 
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fort, and die diſconſolate, be ſureſchat you ger 
an mtereſt in Chriſt ! | 
This only will comfort your fouls, and bear 
up your ſpirits in time of diſtreſs ; but for all 


. your worldly comforts, they will be your tor- 


ment, if you be not found in Chriſt, when Death 

approaches. | 
For, what are all the comforts in the world to 

a dying man? Helooks upon his Friends 3 but 

they cannot comfort him. Telſ him of his ho- 

nour, the knows that it ſhall not deſcend after 


him. Bring him his bags of Gold, and Silver; 


et if he have not Chriſt, he remains diſeonſo= 
late. 

What diligence ſhould yon then give to get an 
intereſt in Chriſt, that, waen neither Riches, 
nor Honours, nor Friends can afford you 
comfort; then Chriſt may be che comfort of your 
hearts, and your portion for ever ! 

8. Conſider, Not being in Chrift, thou haſt - 
no hope ; but art like, when thou comeſt to die, 
to die deſpairing. He that 1s not in Chriſt, can 
never hope for, nor expe& Salvation by Crit, 
We muſt firſt be in Chriſt, and Chrift in us, be- 
fore we can conclude that he is to ns the hope of 
Glory, Cel.1.27. | 

Where ever true Hope 1s, it is built upon 
Faith in Chrift : Thoſe therefore that have not 
Chriſt dwelling in their . hearts by Faith, are 
without hope in the world, Epheſ.2.12. 

And are you willing to fit down ſatisfied in a 


| hopeleſs condition ? Oh, what horrorgwill fill 

your SouJs when you come to die, if Chriſt be 
" | noOt,in you, the hope of Glory ! Though you live 
| D. 


pre- 


\ Chriſt you have not a well-grounded hope of | 


0.30) 

preſuming, yet you will die deſpairing : Though 
you are now lifted up in expeCation as high as | 
Heaven ; yet, when you come to die, if through | 


eternal life, you will be catt down into Hell! 

If therefore, when death ſhall ſeize upon you, 
and judgment ſhall overtake-you, you would not , : 
be found as men without hope : Oh then, take | 
heed that you be not found ont of Chriſt, but as 
Iiving members of his myſtical body ! 

9. Conſider, Being out of Chriſt, thou haſt 
no proteCion, but lieſt open every moment to 
all danger imaginable. Though the Name of 
the Lord be a ſtrong Tower, yet none can find | 
ſafety therein, but thoſe, that through Faith in 
Chriſt, are become righteous. Jelus Chriſt 1s | 
our only ſecurity againſt all dangers : Thoſe | 
therefore that are ouc of Chriſt , how miſerable |} 
arethey, as being liable to all manner of evils? | 
Thereisno greater emblem of miſery, than to ' 
ſeea man ina ſharp ſtorm without any ſhelter: , 
He that 1s out of Chriſt, let what ſtorms will be - 
upon him, hath neither ſhelter for ſoul nor body. |: 
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, When Men aflault him, when Devils tempt him, : 


when the gates'of Hell make war againſt him,and | 
God frowns upon him ; he hath nothing wheres | 
with to defend himſelf, bur lies open every mo- | 
ment to all the hoftile incurſions of Men, and | 
Devils, and the wrath of God which is like a} 
conſuming fire / ; 
Oh then, as you wiſh for ſhelter in a day of? 
trouble, be ſure that you get an intereſt in 
Chriſt ! En | 
' A Chriſtleſs foul is an harbourleſs foul ; like 
mn ſtzp 
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thip in a ftorm, he hath no where to put in for 
Harbour. How dare you then reſt any longer in a 


- Chriſtleſs condition ? What Shield will you have 


ro defend your ſelves, in the day that Satan ſhall 
make war againſt you ? Who will you have to 
reſcue you, in the day that the gates of Hell, that 
che. World, and your own Lufts, ſhall afſauje you ? 


What Skreen, m a word, will you have to keep 


off the fire of God's wrath, when kind'ed againſt 
you, that it do not conſime you ? Poor ſelf- 
deftroying ſinner ! A deluge of wrath is coming , 
upon thee, which, if thou hide not thy ſelf in 
the Ark, Jeſs Chriſt, will forcibly carry thee 


. down into the red ſea of God's wrath and eter- 


nal diſpleaſure ! 

x0, And laſtly, conſider, Not being 1n Chrift, 
thou haſt no Salvation , but art like to go to 
Hell, and be damned for ever. The Salvation 
of loſt ſinners is laid up in Chriſt : Neither is 
there any other Name given among men under Hea- 
ven, by which we muj be ſaved, As 4. 12. There 
was none but” Jeſs Chrift chat could procure 


_ Salvation : He is the Way to Heaven; there is 


no man that comes to Glory without Him. God 
hath given us eternal life ; but thi life is laid up 
in the hands of 7Jeſw Chriſt, 1 Joh.5.11. 

So then, he chat hath an intereſt in Chriſt, 
hath life; bur he that is out of Chrift, hath no 
life, r Foh.5.12. And the Reaſon of chis is ma- 


_ nifeſt, Chriſt is the Saviour of the body; He 


ſaves none but ſuch as are living members of his 
myſtical body : So that all thoſe who die our of 
Chriſt, are cut off from all hopes of Salvation, 
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Now therefore lay this'to heart, and, Do :not 
wilfully deprive your ſelves of eternal Salvation 3 
Do not wi.fully expoſe your ſelf to an eternity 
of helliſh corments, by reſting ſhort of .an in- 
tereſt in Chriſt, There 1s Salvation to be had in 
Chrift;' there is nothing but Wrath, and Hell, 
and eternal Miſery out of Chriſt : Be no longer 
therefore eſtranged from Chriſt, but now ſtrive 
that you may get an intereſt in him ! 

Oh, Do not any longer make leight of a mat- 
ter of ſuch great and everlaſting conſequence |! 
IF your Souls be united co Chriſt, eternal life 1s 
yours; but if at laſt you be found out of Chriſt, 
everlaſting Death, and Miſery, nwſt be your por- 
tion, Behold then, T ſet before you this day, Life 
and Death, Bleſſing and Curſes, Heaven and Hell, 
eternal Joyes, and everlaſting Torments. Life, 


_ Bleſfling, and eternitie of or pond yes if you 


cloſe with Chriſt; but Death, Curlſes, and eter- 
nity of helliſh Torments, in caſe you refuſe Him. 
Oh, chule.not death, but life; chaſe not cur- 
fes, but blefling; chule not hell, but heaven: 
Oh, chuſe not everlaſting torments, before the 
fulneſsof joy, and ſoul-ſarisfying happinels that 
is to be had by an intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt ! 

 Fourthly, and laſtly, How much comfort may 
echis ſpeak to all you that are in Chriſt Jeſus, 
who are indeed united to Chriſt, and made one 
with him ? I purpoſe not to infiſt upon all thoſe 
Grounds of Comfort that arife from our union 
with Chriſt, bnt that which I would dwell up= 
on, is this, That, being truly in Chriſt, and made one 
with bin, you have the peace of God, andreconcilia= 

tion with him for your portion. ; 
And 


And is not here abundance of comfore; and 
that which may fill you with joy unſpeakable 
and full of glory >? To beat peace with God, 
and to have the breach betwixt him and our 
Souls made up in Chriſt, What a mercy, Oh, 
How great 2 priviledge and blefling is this! To 
have our enemies live at peace with us, is a mer=- 
cy : but to have the enmity, betwixt God and 
our Souls, removed; to liave God ſmiling upon 
us in the fateof Chriſt , How greatis ſuch a pri- 
viledge, and how blefſed are the people that are 
in ſucha caſe! | 

I. Conſider, Having the peace of God, and 
reconciliation with him for your portion, you 
are no longer under his wrath; but whatever 
enmity, whatever hatred, whatever diſpleaſure 
there was before, in the heart of God againſt 
you, it is now perfe&ly removed, and done a» 
way. | 

So long as poor finners are unreconciled to 
God, his heart is ſet againſt them , and his 
wrath, his diſpleaſure it abides upon them ; but 
being once reconciled to God, he no longer 
bears you the leaſt grudge : being once at peace 
with God in Chriſt, all che hatred, and wrath, 
and diſpleaſure of God againſt you, it is per=- 
fealy removed, and he now bears you no more 
ill-will, than if you had never ſinned againſt him, 
Rom. 8. x. 

Underſtand then ( ye bleſſed of the Father) 
your happineſs, and rejoyce; being at peace 
with God, his wrath and diſplealure towards 
| You, it's quite removed, it's now perfetly done 
away, Now, you need no more fear God's wrath 
D 3 and 
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and heavie diſpleaſure, nor the dreadful ſen- 
tence of condemnation, Depart---- than if you 
had never offended him! And if you queſtion, 
whether this may be ground of rejoycing, ask 
our blefied Lord, crying out under the wrath of 
God for our ſakes, My God, My God, why haſt thou 
forſ: aken me ! Ask Cain, ask Fudas, ask Achitophet, 
who found God's wrath lying upon their Souls, 
more heavie than Mountains of Lead, and (o 
dreadfully aſtoniſhing to them, that they were 
glad to take Sanctuary in the Grave, plunging 
themſelves in the boundleſs ocean of God's 
wrath, to avoid chat ſmajl drop which God had 
letfall in their conſciences, Nay, if yer you ſee 
not-cauſe to rejoyce, that the wrath of God is 
no lenger abiding upon ycu; Ask the damned 
30 Hell, what thoughts they now have of God's 
virath 5 Ask chem, what they would not give, 
and do, and ſuffer, to be freed from it ! | 

© 2, Confider; Having the peace of God, and 
Feconcy1iation with him for your portion, you 
are now become the objects of his love, and ſpe- 
cial favour. Not only, Chriſtians, are you deli- 
vered from the wrath of God, but you are alſo 
received into favour with him, when once the 
peace of God in Chrift is .made your portion. 


Now, the love of God is toward you, and His . 


heart as much ſet upcn you, to do you good, as 
if you had never offended him. Of children of 
wrath, you are now children of grace; of 
hated, you are now beloved; and, inſtead of 
Iying under God's frowns, he now ſmiles upon 
you; now you are to him as the ſeal on his arm, 
and as the fignet on his right hand; you'are now 
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\ his Tedidiahs , His Cog, » his Hephizibahs 3 
' you are dearly accepted and made favourites in 


the beloved, Epheſ.1.6. 
Oh then, how bleſſedis your condition, who 
being reconciled to God in Chriſt, have him 


ſmiling upon you, and are made partakers of 


ns loving kindneſs, which is better than life it 
felf-'! - 

3. Conſider; Having the peace of God, and 
reconciliation with him for your portion, you 
may go with boldneſs to the throne of Grace. 
Our firſt Parents having broken their peace with 
God, were $iad to hide themſelves from him, as 
not daring to come in his preſence: bunt as for 
you, Chriſtians, that are reconciled unto God, 
you have the liberty of acceſs to the Throne of 
Grace; you may go toGod in Prayer, as a Fa- 


ther, who both can, and is willing to help you 


in all your troubles, how many and grievous fo- 
ever, | 

As it 1s with a Favourite at Conrt, he hath 
alwayes the King's ear, he is ſure of Audience 
whenſoever he comes; and alſo, to prevail in 
whatſoever ſuit he makes: So, Chriſtians, it is 
with you that are at peace with God, you have 
alwaies H1s ear open to you 3 whenſoever you 
make your addrefſes to the Throne of Grace, 
you are ſire of Audience; and whatever you ask 


' of God, that is good for you, it ſhall be given 


you, 1 Foh.5.14. 

Oh then, what a glorious priviledge is this, - 
and how juſtly may it fill your hearts with joy, 
and gladneſs, who have peace with God ; when 
there is no burden that lies upon your ſpiries, 
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but by prayer you may caſt it upan God, who 


hath promiſed co' fuſtain you ;; when what ever 


your condition be, though you lie under the ſo- 
reſt affliftions, though you be ſtripe of all your 


creature-comforts, though. you be ſhut up as Met 


appointed unto death, yet {till the way lies.open 
tothe Throne of Grace, and you may have ac- 
cels with boldneſs to God in prayer, and open 
all. your cares mto his boſome ! = 

As that good Shunamite's child being ſick, 
cried out unto his Father, My Head, my H ead! 
ſo you that are at peace with God, when ever 
diftrefled through any affliftion, you way run to 
| him as a Father, to ſuccour you; Oh this dead 
heart, Father quicken it; Ol. this hard heart, 

Father ſofcen it ; Oh chis unclean heart, Father 
purifie it ; Ohthis biccer cup, Father, if it be thy 
will, let it paſs from me! 

_ 4. Conſider ; Having the peace of God, and 
reconciliation with him for your portion,this will 
ao create in due time, a blefſed calme in your 
txoubled: conſciences. Give a-man Riches, give 
tum Hanours, give him Pleaſures, give him che 
greateſt confluence of al! creature-enjoyments, 
and yet all will not ſerve to quiet his conſcience, 
when #ftuated, and terribly awakened through 
the wrath of an angry God; but now, when 
Qnce.a man is reconriled to God, when once the 
wrath. of God is removed, and God ſmiles.upon 
him in the face of Chriſt, this frees his heart and 
conſcience from all thoſe Armies of Perplexing 


fears, wherewith before he was daily affaulted, 


Rom. 5. x. 


Be chy heartzChuiſtiqny never ſo full of doubrs, 


and 
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and diftrefles; let: it meditate what terronr it 


will, and be icnever ſo full of perplexing fears; 
yet, if once thou be at peace with God, he can 
ſtill che raging of this Sea, give quiet to thy 
troubled conſcience, and lay the ftorm that fin 
hath raiſed in thy foul, how tempeſtuous and 
dreadful ſfoever. | 
Oh then, what a cordial may this be for every 
diſtreſſed ſoul ! Thou that goeſt mourning and 
bawed down from day to day, thou that walkeft 
in darkneſs, and haſt no light, thou chat know- 
eſt what it is to lie under the burden of a wound=- 
ed fpiric, what it is to. be under the Throbs, 
Eſtuations, and bloody Agonies of an accufing 
conſcience; Oh ftrive co make 1t out to thy (elf, 
that the peace of God,, and reconciliation with - 
him, 1s thy portion ; and then fear not but this 
will give chee Beauty for Aſhes, this will give 
thee the Oyl of Foy for Mourning, and the Garment 
of Praiſe , for the Spirit of Heavineſs | Iſa. 61. 3. 
5. Conſider ; Being once reconcued to God, 
and at peace with him, you ſhall never any more 
come under his wrath. Tndeed,As the Sun may 
be hid ma cloud, bur yet is not out of the Fir- 
mament : ſo you may loſe the ſenſe of your peace 
with God,bue yet that bleſſed league betwixt God 
and your fouls, that peace and reconciliation with 
God, which in Chri# is your portion, youw can 
never loſe, 
The light of Gods countenance through the: 
interpoſition of your: fins may be darkned, and 
eclipſed : But yet he is ftill a Father, he is ftill 
at peace with you in Chriſt ; and though poilibly 
he ſeem to frown upon you, yet his _ his 
OVE: 


_ 038) 
Love, his Favcur, is as much'now towards you, 
as ever. | 

If once God make a covenant of peace with 
you, if once hebe reconciled unto you, and re- 
ceive you into favour with himſelf; he will never 
again diſcovenant you; \he will never any more 
lcok upon you as his enemies, nor be wrath with 
you, Iſa. 54,19. See there how God himſelf 
expreſleth it, ſpeaking to his Church about this 
very thing. The Mountains, ſaith he, may de- 
part, andthe Hills be removed : but my loving kind- 
neſs ſoall not depart from thee, neither ſhall the co- 
venant of my Peace be removed, [aith the Lord that 
bath mercy on thee. | | 

Many ftorms and tempelſts may be abroad, 
bat all the ftorms and tempelts in the world, 
cannot remove the Mountains, nor caſt them in» 
co the bottom of the Sea: So, though there 
ſhould never. ſo many ſtorms from within, and 
rempeſts from without, beat upon you; though 
the corruption of your own hearts, though the 
World, togecher with all the powers of Hell and 
Darkneſs, ſhould conſpire in one, yet they ſhall 
never be able to make God your enemy, they 
ſhall never be able to make a breach upon your 
peace with God, they ſhall never beable to caſt 
you down into the dead-ſea of Gods wrath, and 
heavy diſpleaſure. 

If, Chriſtian, God hath fo far had mercy on 
thee, as to be reconciled to thee, as to be at 
peace with thee, and to receive thee into fa- 
vour with himſelf: then know, that thy conditi- 
on 'is mare ſure and ſtable, than the Mountains 
themſelves; There 1s now nothing in all che 
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World that ſhall break that bleſſed Peace and at- 
tonement that is made betwixt God and thy 
ſoul ! 

Oh then, what comfort, what Joy 1s this, to 
have all guilt, and-wrath, and condemnation re- 
mioyed ; that Divine Juſtice wil] never ſue the 
finger, nor queſtion him any more. for any of 
thoſe thouſands of ſins that he -fometimes com- 
mitted ! 

Being once reconciled to God, . and at peace 
with him 3 have you not cauſe to rejoyce in the 
Lord, when, what ever your provocations have 
been, . yet God will never queſtion you for them 
any more, God will never be wrath with you, 
nor take from you his loving kindnels any more, 
but will love you with an everlaſting love, and 
will prove an everlaſting friend ! Pſal. 74. 26. 

-. 6. Conſider ; Having'the peace of God, and 
reconciliation with him for your portion, you 


' have that, which, if rightly improved, nay 
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ftweeten every condition. to you. A man that 1s 
at peace with God, he finds matter of comfort 


in all conditions, in his falling as well as in his 


rifing, in his ebbing as well as in his flowing, in 
impriſonment as well as in liberty, and in 
death as well as in life, Phil. 4. 11, 12. Paul 
was a man reconciled to God, and how ſweetly 
doth he fit down ſatisfied in every condition ? 
The beſt of conditions 1s nct good, withour 


{ the peace of God, and reconciliation with him ; 
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{ God, and the Light of his countenance 3 Tis 


and, having this for our portion, the worſt 1s not 
bad. The only true comfort of life, and that 
which ſweetens every condition, is ,the peace of 


this 


" ad 
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this that fills Heaven with all its Glory; And tis | 
this alfo that fills every condition, with all its 
ſweetneſs. ET 
Let, Chriſtians,your breadbe the bread of af- 
flition, and let tears be your drink : Yet, as a 
learned Man ſweetly faith, that having the lighe | 
of Gods countenance ſhining upon you., this | 
may tranſubſtantiate your bread into Angels 
food, and turn thoſe briniſh tears, into the wine. 
of conſolation. Let your houſe be a Priſon, a | 
Dangeon,an Hell ; yer, having the lighc of Gods: 
countenance ſhining upon you, chis may turn it; 
mtoa Palace, a Court, a Heaven, Let, ina word, ! 
Goods, and Friends, and Life, and All forfake! 
you ;yet, having the light of Gods pany gue] 


Iv 


ſhining upon yon, this may oy be Goods, and ! 
Friends, and Life, and All co you. REY 

Oh then, having the peace of God, and're-; 
conciliativh' with him, for your portion, © be. 
your condition -whiat it will, yet this may ſweets: 
en it to you, this may wipe away all tears from 
your eyes /! | E 7 | 
What need they to be afraid, when they hear. 
of wars, and rumours of war, when they meet 
with trouble from within, and with perſecution; Þ 
from without, who have the peace of God for! of 

their portion, who have the light of Gods com, 
tenance ſhining upon them ! 'SÞ\ 
7. Conſider, Having the peace of God and: I: 
reconciliation with him, for your portion; you; 1Þ 
have that which brings with it all Gfery, and' A 
prote&ion. If God be your friend, no matcer, de 
| who ftands your enemie ; If God will be for youy «, 
who can be againſt you ? Rom, 8.31. 5 7 
1 | 
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You may poſſibly be at > BY where to hide 
your ſelves in a day of trouble; but being recon- 
ciled to God in Chrift, you may take Sanuarie 
in the Name of the Lord, and none ſhall be able 
- to hurt you, nor tobring you thence, Prov.1$.18. 
z | If God be an enemy, all the world cannot fave 
t you: fo, if God be your friend, neither men, 
s | nor devils, no nor all the powers of Hell and 
s Darkneſs, can ever work your deſtrution ! 
f- $. Conſider ; Having the peace of Ged, and 
2 | being reconciled to him in Chriſt, you have the 
Is; moſt real Good in all the World for your porti- 
it, on. The cevetous man makes Riches his porti- 
4, on, the voluptuous man Pleaſures, and the am- 
;e bitions man Honeurs : but you that are recon- 
ce! ciled to God in Chriſt, you have the favour of 
God, and, that which is better chan life it ſelf, 
his Loving Kindneſs tor your portion. 
e-. Andis thereanie good in the World to cong- 
be. parewith this? Oh how little are riches, how 
t-: little are honours, how little are the ſmiles of 
Mm men.to be ſet by, in compariſon of peace with 
| God, in compariſon with his favour, his ſmiles, 
ar. his loving kindaeſs which is better chan life! 
et Allotherthings are vain and empty ; but, the. 
on; peace of God, that is Bread indeed, that is aWell 
for! of living Water, ſpringing up to Eternal Life. 
a. 9. Confider; Having the peace of God, and 
; reconciliation with him, for your portion, you 
1nd: have that which may fill your hearts with joy un- 
ron, [peakable and fall of glory, Phil. 4.7. The 
nd: Apoſtle inthat place calls it Peace, paſſing all un- 
cer. derftanding. This is that white-Stone, that hid- 
oth den-Manna , that new-Name, which no man 


; knows 
2 
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' night into day, ſorrow into joy , death into 


_ God, and reconciliation with him, for your 


| 42 
knows but he that hath it, Prov. 14. 12. 
Oh you that are yet Strangers to Chriſt, little 
do you know how much joy, how much glad- 
neſs, what unconceivable comfort there 1s to be' | 
had by all that are reconciled to God, and at' 
eacewith him ! What if the World frown, yet : 
if God ſmile, whatif the World breathe forth | 
nothing but Impriſonment , Exile, and Death j 
againſt you ; yet if God will ſpeak peace to your | 
ſouls, this may make you rejoyce with joy, uns | 
ſpeakable and full of glory ? 
Being once at peace with God, this can turn 
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life; Yea, this can turn the terrours of Hell 
into the pleaſures of Heaven. | 
10. And laſtly, conſider; Having the peace of 


portion, this ere long ſhall be changedinto'end- | 
leſs, ſoul-fatisfying, and compleat felicity. j 
When you die, you do but go from peace to | 
peace; from peace Inchoate,to peace Conſummate, ' 
from peace begun in Gods favour here, to thar | 
peace which (hall never end but in the endleſs ; 
enjoyment of God in glory, 1a. 57.2. þ 
 Ohthen, how bleſſed are the people that are | 
in ſucha cafe ! If the peace of God, in the firſt- | 
fruics of it be a continual feaft, and that which 
paſſeth all underſtanding ; Ohthen, what tongue þ 
can tell, what heart can conceive, how Glorious, 
Exſtatical, and Soul-raviſhing, it muſt needs be } 
when we come to Heaven ! Here, chriſtians, the 
light of Gods countenance is many times over-} 
clouded, and he ſeems to frown upon you, but | 
being once- landed upon the ſhore of eternal} 

_ peace | 


3 


peace; now, the Lord will never frown more 
upon you, now he will never any more withdraw 
thelight of his countenance, but you' ſhall have 
it ſhining upon you, in the face of Chriſt, to all 
Eternity ! " 
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SERMON Il. 


I- Pet. 4-16. 
Yet if any man ſuffer as a Chriſtian, let 
him not be aſhamed; but let him 


glori fre God in this behalf. 


Erſecution in the world, is an inſeparable 

Appendant to the Goſpel of Chriſt ; and 

the certain Lot of all that will live godhly 

in Chriſt Jeſiis, Though Chriſt died to 

take away the curle from us, yet he died not to 

take away the croſs from us ; bur hath told-us, 

that in the world we ſhall have Tribulation; requi=- 

ring, that, whoever will be his Diſciple, ſhould deny 
himſelf, and take up his croſs. 

Before Iſrael get to Canaan, a Land flowing 

with Milk.and Honey, they muſt go through a 


wilderneſs of fiery.Serpents, and a red Sea: So 


the children of God, in their paſſage to the holy 
| Land, 
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fery Serpents, and a red Sea of Perfecition, 


\not thinking to wear the crown, without bear- 


ingthe croſs; nor to reign with Chriſt in Hea- 
ven, without ſuffecing for Chriſt on Earth. 

But, becauſe there are many, who, when they 
meet with any trouble inthe world, are prone 
eo look upon it as an evidence of their own hap- 
pineſs, concluding their cauſe to be good, and 
that Chriſt himſelf is imbarqued in the ſhip 
thereof, becauſe obnoxious to ſo many ſtorms : 
I ſhall therefore endeavour to undeceive all 
ſuch; and to let you underſtand when tt 1s, that 
we may look upon our Sufferings, not as an argu- 
ment of our Miſerie, but of our Happineſs; not 
as matter of Shame, but of Glorie to us ; and 
that is, as our Apoſtle tells us in the words of 
my Text, when we ſuffer ss Chriſtians. 


Tet if any man ſuffer as a Chriſtian, let him not 
be alhamed, but let him glorifie God in this 
behalf. 


Our blefſed Apoſtle, having been urging upon 


Chriſtians, the duty of a ſuffering condition, | 


endeavours to let them know, how they may 


Reer a right courſe through the deep waters of | 


Tribulation, . towards the harbour of eternal 
reſt. This he doth by ſhewing them, How they 
muſt not ſuffer, How they muſt. 2 

For that, he tells them, That they muft nor 
ſuffer as Marderers, nor as Theeves, nor a9 
Bufie-bodies in other men's matters. And for 


this, he tells them in the words of my Text, 
| Thac 
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Land, the Heavenlie Jeruſalem, muſt meee with | 
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That if at any time they ſhould be called out to | 
ſuffering;; they muſt give diligence to ſuffer as 
Chriſtians; moreover affuring them, That fo to 
ſuffer,\is'not matcer of ſhame, but of glorifying 
God: :' © F 


»:In:the words therefore of my Text, ' you 
® may obſerve theſe Two Particulars : . 


; | A Suppoſition z If any man ſuffer ad 


« Chrilian. 


2. A gracious Impoſition; Let him not be 4- 
ſhamed, but let him glorifie God in this behalf. | 


Firſt, If any man ſuffer as a,Chriflian.] There 
is the Apcftle's SuppolitionW hat if vie fiffer 
upon the account of our Chrifttanity, and that 
in ſuch holy manner as becomes Chriſtians, we 
have then no cauſe of 'diſcouragement. in this 
behalf; be our Afﬀtli&tions what they will. 

, Secondly, Let him not be aſhamed, but let-him 
glorifie God in this behalf. '| There is the Apoſtle's 
iImpokition, implying, That it 15 no dif-honeſt 
thing: to-ſuffer as Chriſtians, that we onghtto 
be aſhamed of; but a glorious priviledge, for 
which we have cauſe .to praiſe. God, and ſpeak 
good of his Name. 0 | 

Dat. That for any man to ſuffer as a Chriſtian, 
Matter, not of ſhame, but of glory to him 3 and that 

for which he hath reaſon to bleſi the Lord. What- 
{oever fhame a man is expoſed to, as a Chriſtian, 
1s indeed his glory ; and whatſoever he fiffers 
upon that account, he hath cauſe to bleſs the 


rd;:ſpeaking good of his Name for'it. 


In 


/ 


45 ) 
In the profecntion of this. nes having 
| ſhewed both' Negatively and Affirmaticely; what it 
is'to ſuffer as a Chriflian : ; I ſhall give you the | 
Reaſons, evincing, That ſo toſufſer, is matter not | 
of ſhame, but of glory to a man, and that for which 
he hath cauſe to bleſi the Lord; And ſo paſs from | 
the Doerine, to the Pradiical improvement ther cof, | 
by way of: Uſe and Application. | 

Firſt, therefore, 1 am tolhew you, what it is ; 
to ſuffer 45 @ Chriſtian ; and that both Trey. : 
and nereeyy. | 
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Firſt, A vvpalindc, mw aeinorw 5 by way of | 
Nezation. | 


- 1. When men |. for their own mi(carriages, 
and: upon the account of ſuch errours as they have | 
effouſed to themſelves, this is not to ſuffer as Chrijti- ; 
ans. For this icalon it is, chat our Apottle gives | 
us 2 caution, admonithing us, that none of us , 
ſuffer as an evil-dver, 1 Pet.4.15. For men to ſuf. | ; 
fer by the hand of Juſtice, for their Drunken-! 
neſs, Whoredoms, Rebellion, [dolatry, Blaſphe. | 
mies, Fattion, and damnable: Herefies;: this is; 
not matter of glory, but of ſhame; not of com- | 
. fort, bur of juſt confuſion. * Such men do nor} 
ſuffer Perſecution, bur Execution ; 3 not as Mar- | 
tyrs,but as Malefaftors; by committing the evil 
of lin, they expoſe themſelves -to the-eval of! 
puniſhment: And what more inſuppor table,} 
what more dreadful in all- che world, than rol 
ſuffer, not for good, but for evil ; not for well-| 
doing, bur for iHl- doing; not for ſhunming, bur! 
for run11029g uito all exceſs of riot ? 

2, Whe| 
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( 47 ) 

2. When men ſuffer contumacio:ily, and meerly 
from a ſpirit of ſiubbornneſi, pervicacy, and contra- 
difion. Ariitotle himlelf, could make a differ- 
ence between Fortitude, when a man would die 
for Virtues fake; and Audacity, when a man 
out of a raſh boldneſs will contemne Death, per- 
fiſting ſtubbornly in his own wa';, and, from a 
ſpiric of contradiGtion, afferting his own opini- 
on againſt the greateſt oppoſition, and at the 
deareſt rates, Thus, as there 1s a {piritual For- 
titude, wrought in us by the Spiritof God lo, 
there 13a natural hardineſs and gallantry of (pi- 
ric in ſome men, whereby they are able to 
trample, even Death it ſelf, that Tay7wy goCrpay 
eozgaTaroy, under their feet. 

So that if any of us loſe Honſes, or Lands, or 
Liberty, yea, or Life it ſelf, not from che Spirit 
of God ſtrengthning us, and working a ſpiritu- 
al fortitude 1n us; birt only contumaciouſlly, 
from a ſpiric of contradiction and ſtubbornnets, 
this 1s not to ſuffer as a Ciriſtian. Oh chen, 


how narrow is the Way, and how ſtrait 1s the 


Gate chat leads to Heaven, wien even our ſuffer- 
ings, Ina good cauſe, may fo much be corrupted 
with finful ingredients ! | | 

3. When men ſuffer meerly to get a Name, to be 
taken notice of, and to be cried up as the non-ſuch in 
theworld. *T1s poflible for an ambitious man, to 
ſell his Libe:ty for a little popular Applaule, and 
to ſacrifice his Life, to purchaſe Fame. 


Vicit amor Patrie, laudiſque inmenſa cupids. 


But, as Chriſt ſaid in another caſe, How cant 


E 2 thoſe 


thoſe men ſuffer as Chriſtians, who receive honour 
one of another, and ſeek nit the Honour that cometh 
from God alone ? Joh. 5. 44. 

4. And iaftly, When men ſuffer out of 4 deſign 
that they have, to promote ſome carnal intereit ; not 
out of love to the truth, but as it is the way wherein 
they ſtand engaged. Theie is nothing more fre- 
quent ( my Brethren) than for men to ſuffer 
for the Cauſe of Chriſt, not as it's His, but as 
their own worldly intereſt is imbarqued there- 
in, and ſo they become Martyrs for themſelves, 
and not for Chriſt, Thus a man may poſlibly die 
for Prote;tantiſm, againſt Popery; not ſo much 
becauſe it's the truth of God, but, becauſe it's 
the way he was edicated in, and in which his 
outward intereſt. wholly ſtands. So that if an 
Argument from our own Propizety, and not 
from Chriſt's ; from our own Intereſt, and not 
from His, be that which prevails with us to run 
the hazard of Reproach, and Perſecution in the 
world; This 1s not to ſuffer as a Chriſtian, but 
asa Pagan; not as the Martyrs of Chrift, but 
as Martyrs to our own Juſts. 


Secondly, Karezariias, var emeengry 3 by 
way of Affirmation. 


1. When men ſuffer in a goodcauſe ;, not for dſſert- 
mg Errour, but for aſſerting the Truth 1 not for evil- 
doing, butt for well-doing. Non pena, ſed cauſa facit 
Martyrem, 1s a ſure Maxim. *Tis not the blood, 
and ſuffering,that makes a Martyr ; but the cauſe 
- for which he ſuffers. We are all apt co intitle 
our quarrel to Chriſt, pretending the cauſe is 

God's, 


kd 
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God's, when indeed it's our own : But; tobe 
ſure, the glory of our ſufferings is marr*d, when 
there 15 ſomewhat of an evil-deed in them ; nei- 
ther may we take comfort in ſuffering for any 
cauſe, but what is purely Cariftian, x Pet.q.15. 

| For, Non ex paſſione, certa juſtitia ; ſed ex juſti= 
tia, glorioſa paſſio, laith Aatin. It's not ſuffering, 
that makes a cauſe righteous; hut it's righ- 
teouſneſs, that makes ſufferings glorious. So 
then, we muſt not meaſure the cauſe by the ſufe 


 ferings, bat che ſufferings by the cauſe, When 


for the hope of Iſrael, weare bound in chains; 
when for the Truth, as it is in Jeſus, and the 
teſtimony cf a good conſcience, we endure hard» 
ſhip, eſpouſing to our ſelves the quarrel of Reli- 
gion, this 1s to ſuffer for Righteouſnels-ſake z 
this 1s indeed to ſuffer asa Chriſtian. 

2. Whenmen ſufer with a good Conſcience, pro- 
pofing right ends to thernſelves in all that they ſuffer. 
A man may have a good cauſe, and a bad con» 


ſcience; he may ſuffer in the way of Righteous 


neſs, and yer he himſelf be unrighteous. The 
very Form ( my Brethren ) of Religion, doth 
ſometimes draw the croſs along with it, expoſing 
a man to perſecution as well as the Power; but 
he that ſuffers for no more than the Form of 
Godlineſs, being animated thereto by nothing 
but ſome ſiniſter ends, and carnal confiderati- 
ons, to be ſure. doth not ſuffer as a Chriſtian 3 
nor can he take comfort in ought that he ſuffers. 
For, Oh, How ſad muſt it needs be, for a man. 
when he comes to ſuffer, to have nothing to bear 
him out, but an empty Form; nothing but the 
low Principles of vain glory, and popular ap-= 
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| Pauſe in the world. For a man to be in danger 


of lofing His temporal eſtate, and to have no aſ- 
ſurance of an everlaſting inheritance ; of being 
deprived of .life temporal, and to have no. affu- 
rance of life eternal, this muſt needs make a man 
diiconſolate under every burden, No wonder if 
the croſs make that man ſink down in defpair, 
who, through the hypocriſie of his own heart, 
and the corruptneſs of his ends in ſuffering, can 
never hope to be crowned ! | 

Integrity of heart, will make a man ſuffer with . 
comfort, and goas chearfully to the ſtake, as if 
he were going to be crowned, for then he ſuffers 
aSa Chriſtian ; But he that (ſuffers in God's own 
cauſe with a bad conſcience, and for bale ends, 
can .have no comfort, but muſt ſuffer a double 
Hell; a Hell of Perſecution, and an Hell of 
Damnation. _ 

3. When men ſuffer adviſedly ; not running them- 
felves upon unneceſſary dangers , but only taking up 


| the:Croſff when calledout thereunto. Chiiſtians are 


not to deſire troubles, it's enough to bear them, 
when God layes them upon us. Chriſt hath 
tanght us to pray, Lead us not into temptation : 
*Tis rherefore bur a fond preſumption, to caſt 
ourſelves upon it. 
* Tis ſtoried of certain Donatifs, called, Cir- 
enmcelliones, that our ofan affe&ation of Marty r= 
dom, they would rim themſelves upon dangers, 
and compel men to kill them: But we are not 
thus to create our ſelves a croſs; if we bear it as 
Chiiſtians when God [ayes it upon us, and calls 
ns 6fit thercunto, that is5all herequires .So then, 
i 15 not'only Jawfnl, but indeed a duty for every 
man 


$ . 


by | 

man toconſule his own ſafety, ſo far as he may 
with a good conſcience : but when we are zedu+ 
ced to luca ftraits, that we muſt either negle& 
our duty, or run the hazard of periecition 1n 
the world; either the Truth muſt ſuffer, or we 
muſt- ſuffer ; either we, in a word, muſt deny 
Chriſt,or die for Chriſt; Here now,is a clear call 
toluffer, and we ſuffer as Chriſtians, and may 
therefore rejoyce; whereas we loſe the comfort 
of our ſufferings, when we run our ſelves unad- 
viiedly upon them. | | | 

4. When men ſuffer quietly without murmuring. 
Thoſeamonaſt us that would ſuffer as Chriſtians, 
. when ever Gods hand is upon their back, muſt 
prelentiy have their own hand upon their mouth, 
reſolving tobe with David as dumb under every 
aftiiftion, becauſe God (ſends it, Pſal. 29. 10. 

Such is Gods Wiſdom, that he knows, and 
ſ\uch 1s his goodnels that he always gives, what 
15 beſt for us : We may not therefore repine at 
any affii&ion, but muſt ſay with old E/; in our 
greateſt ſufferings, It ;s the Lord, let bim do what 
ſeems him good, 1 Sam. 3.18. 

And indeed, a greater figne of Grace there 
cannot be, than in the midſt of all affiftions, 
humbiy to ſubmit our ſelves to the will of God: 
for thovgh there be no ſtriving with our Maker, 
yet how doth iroward Nature ſtiil prompt us to a 
quarrel, in our murmuring againſt him ? But 
tell me thou chat complaineſt againſt God, mur- 
muring at his Providence for thoſe affiitions 
' that lieupon thee ; canſt thou once think to be 
Chriſts diſcipJe,and not follow him ? or dcſt thou 
think to follow him, and not take up this Croſs # 
| E 4 Was 


( 52: 
Was the'Captain of our 2 made- perfe& 
thrangh ſufferings, and doſt thou think to be 
partaker of: Salvation by him, and not have fel 
lJowſhip in his (ſufferings with him ? Did he wear 
-a-'crown of Thorns for thee, and doſt thou 
grudge to carry the croſs for him? Why will 
you not conlider, for tne quieting of your own 
ſpirits, tharthereis noafpiring, with the {ons of 
Zebedee, to Chriſts Tarone, nnleſs we quietly 
drink of Chriſts cup ? Mark 10. 37- 

5. hen men are induced to ſuffer by the lote 
that they bear to Chrift and his Cauſe. A man may 
{iffer for Chriſt, I mean in his Cauſe, without 
any love to him, but 1's nothing worth, 1 Cor. 
13e-Zs | 
- Through natyrai ſtoutneſs, men may be con- 
ſtant in their way 3 but, thoſe only who þmn 
with love to Chriſt, and zeal for his Glory, do 
ſuffer as Ch: iftzans. 

Thus the Primitive Chriſtians, they burned 
morein love to Chriſt, than 1n the fire for him; 
reſolving to make his Crown flouriſh, though in 
their own aſhes; they tiſt burned in love co 
Chriſt, and that made them ſo willing to burn in 
the Fire for him. 

- We fee how fara humane love, either of their 
Country, or of vain Glory , hath tranſported 
ſome to the caſting away of their own lives : 
' how much more ſhouid a ſpiritual love of Chriſt 
put courage into us, to undergo the greateſt ha- 
zards for Chriſt, who to willingly died to re- 
deem our fouls? Nothing was able to turn away 
his love from us; nothing therefore ſhould be 
aple to quench our love to Chriſt, mom mg 
ufter 
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(uffer as Chriftjans, Cant. $. 7: 


6. .When men ſuffer couragiouſly, not fearing the 


face of an Adverſary. God proclaimed thar luch 
as were fearful, ſhould not goto wars : So thoſe 
amongſt us who fear danger more then fin, are 
not fit for Chriſt's war, nor can they ever ſuffer 
as. Chriſtians. For, a Chriftian , though he 
oughe to be meek, yet ne muſt alwayes be reſolute 


' ina good cauſe, and carried on with a ſpirit of 


oallantry, againf all oppoſition. 

Thus it was with thoſethree Jewiſh Worthies ; 
they were of ſuch a brave heroick ſpirit, that 
neither Nebuchadneazer's (miles, nor hisfrowns, 
neither his muſick, nor his furnace, could alter 
their reſolution, Dan. 3. 18. 

There are none that appear leſs noble and 
couragious than Chriſtians, when not oppoſed 
inthe macterof their God : nor any that prove 
more Herolck, and Magnanimous, when ſo op» 
poled. Snch have boldnels to withſtand the cor- 
-uptions of the times, to walk contrary to the 
.ourſe of the World, to out-face the ſcorns of 
men, and to be valiant for a deſpiſed power of 
godlineſs, not fearing to own a perſecuted pro- 
feſſion. 

The Primitive Chriſtians, though their fleſh 
were boyled, rofted, diſmembred, yet like the 


Adamant, they remained invincible ; Such was . 


their courage in* fuffering, that their perfect;- 
tors ſtood amazed, and were more weary in tor- 
menting, than they were in enduring the .cor- 
mene, | 
What an invincible courage was that of Ly- 
ther, ſtanding againſt the Miſtriſs of Fornicati- 
Ts Ons, 
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been poſlible as he profeſſed of himſelf, againſt 
a wholecity of devils ? EE ek 
The like gallantry of ſpirit we may alſo ob- 
ſerve in Chryſotom, trampling upon the pride, 
and perſecution of the Emoreſs Emudoxa.. No 
leſs was the fortitude of Athanaſins, ſtanding a- 
lone againſt the power of Conftantius, the credit 
of a prevailing Fa&ion, the frequent Synodical 
conventions of countenanced Hereticks,& the ge- 
neral deluge of Arianiſm in the world, In a word, 
the time would fail me, if I ſhould ſpeak of the 
unbended conſtancy of all the holy Martyrs, who 
poſed the inventions, tired the cruelties, with- 
Rood the flatteries , quenched the fire, ſtopped 
the mouths, and overcame a!l the tyrannies of 
their proudeſt perſecutors, whoſe courage and 
magnanimity we muſt labour to imitate in all 


our ſufferings, would we ſuffer as Chriſtians. ' | 


7. When men ſufſer chearfully, not giving way to 
deſpondency of ſpirit under any burden, nor mourning 
as men without hope. Chrilt 6:ftered for us chear- 
fully, his death was a free-will offering, and 
ſich muſt our ſufferings be for him, Luk. 12. 50. 

Thns Moſes ſuffered chearfully, chooſing rather 
to ſuffer afflictions with the people of God, than to 
enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a jeaſon, Heb. 11.24.,25. 
Suffering was not ſo much his task,as his choice ; 


the croſs was not ſo much impoſed, as-imbraced} 


by him. | 
Fertullian, 1n his Apology, tells us, that the 
Primicive Chriſtians, took more comfort in taeir 
ſifferings, than in their deliverance;  Magis 
damnati quam abſoluti gaudentes, rejoycing more 
"+ 


- EE (54.9 > 
ons, the Princeſs of the Earth, and, if it had| ; 
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in theunjuſt condemnation, than in the abſolu- 


tion of themſelves. | 

Would we then ſuffer as chriſtians, we muſt 
not go ſorrowing, but rejoycing, not deſpond- 
ing, but triumphing, to the croſs of Chriſt ; nor 
only bearing it with patience, but ajlo taking it 
np with chearfuinels. Thus ſaith Pay! to the 
Hebrews, Te took the ſpoyling of your goods joyfully 3 
Implying, chat amiiilt the riflings and incivili- 
ties of rude men, they were ſtil] chearfu), 
Heb. 10. 34. | 

The ſame Apoſtle ſpeaking of himſelf, goes a 
ſtep higher, Tam exceeding joyful in all our Tribu- 
lation, ſaith he; unTegatgaorwouar Th years, 1 fur 
perabound, I have an exuberancy ot joy, and 
overflow therewith ! | | 

8. And laſtly, When. men ſufer perſeveringly, 
reſolving to: hold out to the end. All the while 


| Chriſt's cauſe and carnal accommodations are 


conjoyned, every hypocritical and unſound 
heart, can make as great a ſhew, as that which is 
never ſo faithful : but when ftorms ariſe, and 
perſecutions begin to be viſent, the hypocrite 
1s preſently ofjended, and fallsaway, Mat. 13. 
You therefore rhat would ſafer as chriſtians, 
muſt not only begin, but hojd on, to endure 
hardſhip for Jeſus Chriſt. Be the ſtorm what it 
will, you muſt re{olve to go through itz and not 
only to fip of the Cup of affliftion, bur co drink 
itoftto the very dregs, if neceſſity ſo require. 
Though it be more to luffer for God, than to 
do for God ; yet the Apoſtle ſuppoſerh it poflible | 
for a man to ſuffer mach for Chriſt, and yet af- 
ter to fall away to his own everlaſting _— 
| | Gal.. 


£ 7 
Gal. 3. 4. Have ye ſuffered, faith he to the 
Galatians, Toz ure an aggravating word, ſo many 
things for number, ſo grievous for nature, and 
all this in vain ; Whereby, doth he not clearly 
imply, that if they revolced from Chriſt, and che 
ſimplicity of his Goſpel,to Moſaical,ceremonies, 
all their former ſufferings for the eruth, would af- 
ford them no cemfort,noratall advantage them? 

In Chriſtianis, non initia, (ed fines laudantur, 
That which gives the Garland to all vertuons 
ations is conſtancy;thoſe that then by ſiffering as 
Chriſtians, would wear the crown, muſt go on 
even to the ſhedding of their blood, if it be for 
the reſiſting of fin, Heb. 12. 4. 


Not he that begins to ſuffer, but he that enef ; 


dures to the end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved, 
Mat. 13. 13. 

Secondly, Having tis ſhewed you what it is 
co ſuffer as a Chriſtian, I now come to give you 
the Reaſons, why, This to fliffter as a Chriſtian, 
is not Matter of ſhame, but of Glory to a man, 
and that for which he hatu cauſe to blefle the 
Lord. O 

1. Becauſe, to ſuffer as a Chritian, will argue 
the truth of our grace. Periccution 3s the touch» 
fione of hncerit!, diſcovering true Saints from 
painted Hypoc:1re- An Hypocrite may foliow 
Chriſt to Mount Olivet, but not to Mount Cal- 
vary; He may cleave to C':riſt, when atteaded 
with Hoſanmna, bur not wie he is followed with 
Crucifige ; 1, but a true Chriſtian doth as readily 
imbrace a crucified, as a crowned Chriſt ; Chriſt 
bleeding upon che croſs, as Chriſt fitting upon 


the Throne of his Glory, 
Where 
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Where there is truth of Grace , it uſually 


he makes a man a Voluntier in the wars of Chriſt, 


y 


enabling him rather to ſiffer for Chraſt, than to 


d[ {in againſt him, and as willingly to die for 


y 
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Chriſt upon a lawful call, as to live unto him : 
However, thoſe, who, when put upon tryal, can 
experience this in themlelves, need not queſtion 
the cruth of their grace, bur if they ſuffer as 
Chriſtians, they may well conclude themſelves 
to be Chriſtians; and have they not then reaſon 
to glorifie God in this behalf? 

2, Becauſe, to ſuffer as a Chriſtian, doth not on- 


only argue the truth, but alſo aneminent degree, and 


meaſure of grace. | 

*Tis nct uſual with Chriſt to put new Wine 
into old bottles; totye a Giant's burden upon a 
child's back ; nor to exact rigid, and heavy fer- 
vices of ſuch as are weak in grace, Mat. 9g. 17. 
Optimi milites ad duriſima mittuntur. The ſtouteſt 


 Souldiers are put upon the hotteſt ſervice: ſo the 


holieſt.Saints, upon tie ſharpeſt ſufterings. 

Chriſt calls out none but his Champions to 
fighc his battels ; So that, to ſuffer as Chriſtians, 
it argues you to be grown Chriſtians; The dif- 
ficulty of that ſervice, clearly manifeſting the 
ſtrength of your grace; Whether therefore, to 
ſuffer as a Chriſtian, be matter of ſhame or of 
olory, of murmuring againſt God or of glo- 
rifying his Name in this behalf, judge ye. For, 
what can more grace a Chriſtian,than proficiency 
In grace? or what greater reaſon can he have to 
elorifie God, 'than for letting him know, that 
his grace is ready to commence, and take the de- 
greeof Eternal glory ? 

3. Bg- 


RE cer” 

3. Becauſe of the benefit thereby acerewing to thel 
Church of God. Reſolute defences, gain muctf * 
upon the world ; the Church being like an Oak, 
which liverth by his own wounds, and the more 
limbs are cut off, the more new ſprouts, Ter- 
tallian ſaith, The Heathens cruelty was the great 
motive whereby men were drawn tato the Chri-| 
ftian Religion. | | 

Auftin alto, reckons up all the methods of de- 
ſtrukion, by which the Heathens ſought to ſup- 
preſs the growth of Chriftiarity, but fill ob- 
terves that it grew the more; Ligabantur, Inclt- 
debantur, Cedebantur, Tonquebantur, Urebantud, 
Laniabantur, Trucidabantur, & tamen Muttiplicas 
bantur ; They were bound, butchered, racked, 
toned, burned ; but till chey were multiplyed, 
Auguſt. I. 22, de civit. Dei, cap. 6. | 

Chiſtians, like our Saviour's loaves, do mul-| 
tiply in the breaking ; and the more men ſeek} 
by perſecutions to ſuppreſs them, the more} | 
they propagate their cauſe, and increaſe their} 
number. | 

The Church was firft founded in-blood, and} 
 itthriveth beſt, when it 1s watered witi blood; 
founded in the blood of Chrift, and watered as 
it were with the blood of the Martyrs. 

Pauls beiis bound, made the Truth more 
enlarged; the ſhowres of Chriſtian blood have 
ever made the Church fruitful ; and the Goſpel 
hath always flouriſhed in the aſhes of the Martyrs, 
Phil. 1.13. Pn 

So then, ſuch as {iffer, have no cauſe of ſhame 
but of glory, and may well be chankful to God, 
ſpeaking good of his Name, that through their 
affliaions, 
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' affli&tions, Religion -15 propagated ; and thac 
*their own death and ſufferings, doany way con- 


tribute tothe life and flouriſhing of che Church. 

4. Becauſe in ſuffering as Chriſtians, we are there- 
by made conformable to Chrijt our Head The 
Diſciple-is not above his Maſter ; if chey. cal- 
led him Bee/zebnb, what ſhall we be: called ? If 


| they did (lo to the green tree, they will never 


ſparethe drie ; If they perſecuted Him, how can 
we think but they will-perſecute us alſo ? 
'Such-15 the Analogie between the Head and 
Members, Chriſt and his Church, char, as our 
Redemption was. not perfe&ed, fo neither ſhall 


our Salvation be canſummated, without ſuffer- 


ing of Afﬀitions;: it: being impoſſible that we 
ſhould wholly be exempted from ſuffering, when 
the Captain of our: Salvation was made perfe& 


; thereby. For, whom-ever God: fore-knew -int 


the Liection of his Grace, He did Predeſtinate 


tobe conformed co the Image of his:Son; con- 


formed to him here i Sufferingsand Holinels;. 


and conformed to him hereafter in Glory and 


Happineſs : And, 15'there not then-a cane why 
we {hould- g/orifie God in this behalf, Rom.8.29 ? 
5. Becauſe, what ever men ſuffer as Chriſtians, 
they are [ure of deliverance out of it. Though 
Trouble may be a Chriſtian's condition, yet Relt 
1s his portion; though Aﬀi@igns may be his 


exerciſe, yet Deliveranceſhallbe his inheritanoe, 


Jer. 29. 11, ; = - 
The Rod may be-upon the back of the Righ- 
teous, but:the Lord 'intends'it ſhall'nor reſt there. 
The People of God, opprels'd with miſery, 
leem to be laid dead in their graves; RONENT: 
> Bs they 
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_ they are bnet as ſeed caſt in the forrows 5 Light 
is then ſown for the upright, and they muſt wait: 


till harveſt, the ſet time of their deliverance;: 
Pfal. 97. L1. TEE SES 
- God, many times, ſeems to ſtand: a-loof off;; 
whilſt his People are ſufiering 3; but, In the Mont 
w21l the Lord be ſeen, delivering them in the nick 
of their extremity , out of all their miſery, 
Gen, $2. 14: :: TOLL LL SN ToTg 

As the thickeſt darkneſs of the night 1s near- 
eſt to the morntng-light; and the loweſt ebb; to 


the tides return 5; So, the greateſt miſery whick| 


in a Natural man prompts co deſpair, in the Spi- 
ritual man becomes a ground: of hope, who is 
then neareſt to deliveranceout:of all his troubles 
when his caſe is moſt deſperate; whick cannot 
be matter of ſhame, but of glory ta him, and 
on » for which he hath cauſe to ble(s. the 
ord, rLY EE 


.--6. Becauſe; whatever we ſuffer as Chriſtians, it is 


ſuffered for Thrift. To be called our to ſuch ſpe-| 


cial Service, and ſingled forth to bear witneſs to 
che Truths of Chriſt, is an a& of ſpecial favour, 
and fo no matter. of ſhame, but of glory; . no 
cauſe; of actufing God by murmuring thoughts, 


but of praiſing Him--with ' thankful hearts; | 


Phil. 1. 29. t 
-i Perſecution :( ſaith one) as; it is a badge. of 
our Qrder, ſo; likewiſe it's, an enfign of our 
Glory. What greater honour can be put-upon 
a mortal man,' than to ſtand-up in: the-caufe of 
God, and not'only to die in theLord,: but alſo 
to die for the Lord ? | | 
This Conſideration, you ſhall find, had a great 
infhience 


| 


C61) 
| influence npon the Primitive Chriſtians ; of 
whom *cis ſaid, Thar, they went away rejoycing 
that they were counted torthy to ſuffer for Chrit, 
*'| 44s 5. 41. The words in the Original ,. are 
>| much more Emphatical, They rejoyced, #71 'xa= 
4 TyE1a$1gav &TYUASNWU 5 that they were ſo far 
i- | honoured , as to be diſhonoured; and fſo-far 
araced,-as to ſuffer diſgrace for Chriſt, = 
_ Whochinks it not his glory, that he can ſhew 
the wounds and fcars which he received for his 
o | Prince” ſake, in defence of his Soveraign ! Thus 
4 | the Saints have worn their ſufferings, as Ornas 
- ments3 IpnatiuSrejoyceth in bonds, calling his 
of Fetters mTrduaTIAEAES wagyaeiras Ns Spiritual 
ef Pearls; And Paul accounts of the Marks of Chrift 
x | in his own body, as ſo many prints of his Glory, 
a | Gal. 6, 17- ” TE 
ef} Never yet were any Princes ſo famous for 
their Viories, as the Martyrs for what they 
ſuffered in the cauie of Chriſt. | 
7. Becauſe Chrift alwayes gives-in (utable ſup- 
plies of Grace, and mercy, to thoſe that ſuffer as 
Chriſtians. God hath conſolations proper for 
Martyrs, and cordials that are futable for his 
children in all their tryals, giving them a kind 
_ of bleſſed dedoleing under every crols, by ſome 
ſutable comfort. | 
| If men frown upon: us, he hath Smiles ; If 
r | Men reproach us, he hath Honours for us; If , 
"| men caſt us out of the Synagogue, he will cake 
f| usin, being gone before to prepare Manſions of 
34 gory forus, in his Father's houſe ; Tf men, in a 
word,kill us,depriving us of life temporal,Chrift 
ef will raiſe us again from the dead, and crown 
£ F us 


uy 
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us with life Eternal, 3, 14. 2.19. Theſe 
and the like comfortable conſiderations, made 
one Martyr, when the Zhain was faſtening to 
him, ſay, Blefied be God for this wedding Gir- 
dle : Another, kiling the Stake, I ſhall not loſe my 
life, but change it for @ better; inftead of Coals, 
T frall have Pearls. Acthird, Welcome the croſe of 


Chriſt : my Saviour began to me in a bitter| 


cup, and ſhall not I pledge him ? And another, 
You Papiſts that look for miracles, I feel no more 


pain in the Fire', than if it were in a bed of | 


Downe\ 


| 
8. Becauſe, whatever we ſuffers Chriſtians, we 


are bettered by it. Gods people are not only ap- 
proved, but alſo improved, by their ſufferings. 

Thus holy David : Icis good for me that I have 
been afflifted, for before I] was afflicted, I wene 
aſtray , but now have I kept thy word, Pſal, 


119.71. 


. Schola cructs, Schola lucis ; we ſay. AﬀMictions | 


{ive inſtruion , either for the mortifying of 
ſome fin, or for the quickning of ſome grace. 


Thus we find it with good Facoh ; when he was! 


affliked with the cruelty of his ſons, and with 
the fearof the Canaanits, he then remembers his 
Vow, and fulfils it 3 he then orders his houſhold, 
and reforms it ; then all the ſtrange gods are caft 
out of doors, and away he gces, in zeal to God's 
worſhip, to build him an Altar at Bethel, Gen. 


36. I. 
Though therefore, no aflition for the pre- 


ſent be joyous, but grievous ; yet, to be ſareir's} 


no matter of ſhame, but of glory to us, for 
that afterward , it brings forth the peaceable 
fruit 


$ 


/ 


| 
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- frut of Righteouſneſs, 
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Heb. 12. 11. 

What ever we ſuffer as Chriittans, is not ins 
tended of God any other wayes, than as Fona- 
than's Arrows, not to wound, but to warn us 
not to deſtroy, but to inftru@ us znot to kill, but 
coadmonith us ; not, ina word, to plague, but 
to heal us: The Lord therefore chaſtening his chil= 
dren, as an indulgent Father. for their profit, that 
they may be partakers of Þþis Holineſs, Heb. 12. 10. 

Afﬀiction, 1s a corroſive, to eat olit our. proud 
fleſh; its a Fan to winow us ; and a fire to refine 
us, conſuming away che droſs of indwelling cor- 
ruption. 

Afliftion, to be ſhort, is God's Phyſick, which 


he applies to his own children, for the carrying 


; away of their ill and peccant humours: Now, 
to be-ſire, that which thus purgeth our fin the 


cauſe of ſhame, can never be matter of ſhame, 
bur of glory to us. | 
9. Becauſe, whatever we ſuffer as Chriſtians, it. 
redounds to the honour of Chrift. 1t proclaims 
him to be a good Maſter, when his ſervants will 
come to him thro!:9h a ſtorm of perſecution; 
rejoycins to wear his Livery, though lined with 
diſgrace, and ftained in their own blood. 

- Now, can that which 1s thus matter of glory 
to Chriſt, be matter of ſhame to a Chriftian ? 
Doth not the Head, when glortfied, refle& a glo- 
ry upon all the Members ? 

Hath not the Lord promiſed to honcur thoſe, 
that honour him? If then it be no matter of 
ſhame, but of Glory to live to Chriſt, tobe ſure 


= 1t cannot be matter of ſhame, bur of glory to die 
for Chriſt ? 


F 2 19, And 
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19. And laſtly; Recadſe? whatever we ſufler as © 
Chriſtians, doth prepare us for glory,and at length we 
ſhall be crowned therewith. The croſs 15 a golden 
Ladder, by which we clime up to Heavens a 
Chriftian. may loſe hi; life, but not his reward ; 
he may have his head taken off, but his crown 
can no man take from him. For, He that now 
ſows in tears, ſhall hereafter reap in Joy ; he that 
ſuffers for Chrijt, (hall be gloryfied together with 
bin, Rom. 8. 

This, ſurely, was that which made our bleſſed 
Lord call upon us to rejoyce and be exceeding glad, 
when men revile and perſecute us, ſaying all man- 
ner of evil againf us fa'ſly for his ſake; becauſe, 
ſaith he, great is your rewardin Heaven, Matth. 

By 12; 

4 In Heaven there is Life, and that Eternal ; a 
crowii, and that of Giory; an Inheritance, and 
thata Kingdom. Tell me then, oh man, whar 
1s more deſirable than Life? what Life more ex- 
cellent, than that of Glory ? what Glory more 
glorious, than that of a Kingdom ? what King- | 
dom more firm, . than that by Inheritance; which ' 
having God for its builder, can never be moved? | 
And yet this is the reward of thoſe who ſuffer | 
in the way of righteouſneſs, for the fake of 
Chriſt ! 

If then life, and Eternal life; Glory, and a 
crown of Glory ; a Kingdom, and that by In- 
heritance, which can never be moved, ſhall at 
length be given as a reward to all thoſe who ſuf- 
fer as Chriſtians, we may certainly then con- | 
clude that to ſuffer as a Chriftian, is no matter |: 
of ſhame, but of glory to a man, and that for 


which 
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which he hath cauſe to blefſe the Lord. 

Thirdly, Having thus proved, come we now 
to the praftical Improvement of this DoArine, 
by way of Uſe and Applicetion. 

Firſt, By way of Information, you may: ob+ 
ſerve with me from the Do&rine,' theſe two 
Corollaries. 

I. That no afflitions can (peak, a Man miſerable, 
nor are they any infallible tokens of God's diſpleaſure 
againit him. 

Prone we are, to judge them hated and forſa- 
ken of God, that arein a ſuffering condition : 
but, bea mans affliftions what they will, never fo 
many for number, never ſo grievous for quality 3 
yet undergoing them as a Chriſtian, they are 
matter not of ſhame, but of glory to him, and 
that for which he hath cauſe to bleſs the Lord. 

*Tis the moſt: common thing in the world, to 
ſee the wicked proſper, whilſt the righteous are 
afflited and in miſery ; Neither doth Religion 
givea man any Charter of Exemption from fuf= 
fering. 

If we be God*s gold , we muſt not think it 
ſirange to undergo a fiery tryal ; Was not Foſepþ 
in Priſon, Daniel in the Lyons Den, Job on the 
Dunghil, Dawvidiin exile, the three Worthies in 
the fiery Furnace, the Apoftles in the Goal, and 
Chriſt himſelf upon the croſs? How then can we 
cenſure a man as miſerable, and out of favour 
with God, becauſe obnoxious to afflictions in this 
preſent life, without offending againſt the ge- 
neration of Gods children, whoſe lot is to bear 
the crofs, before they can wear the Crown ? 

If thoſe are pronounced blefſed, who die in 
F 3 the 
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the Lord, let us not pronounce them curſed who 
die for the Lord. 

2. That in alltheir malicious defignes, and mq- 


chinations againſt the godly , the wicked are ſtill | 


diſappointed. | 

In periecuting, they think to ſhame Gods peo- 
ple, when indeed it's their gloiy to ſuffer as 
Chriſtians ; fain would they bring them to curſe 
God, but Gods people have cauſe to bleſs him, 
in this behalf; when at any time the wicked op- 
preſs Gods people, they mean it for evil, which 
will fink them to Hell, but God intends it for 
good, which will ſink them ſo much lower in 
that infernal Lake, by howmuch themſe]ves have 
been inſtrumenta]i rhrough their malice, to make 
the people of God iit higherin glory ! 

Oh,little do the enemies of Gods Church and 

eople, conſider that no weapons formedagainft 

ea ſhall proſper 3 that all their deſignes of e- 
vil againſt che righteous, fhall be turned inco 
ogo0d ; and that by ſeeking their ruine and de- 
ſtruction, they do but promote their everlaſting 
happineſs and falvation ! | | 

Secondly, and laſtly; By way of Exhortation, 
Tf to ſuffer as a Chiiftian be matter , not of 
ſhame, but for glory to a man, and that for 
which he hath cauſe to bleſs the Lord ; Give we 
diligence then,when ever we ſuffer, that we may 
ſuffer as. Chriſtians, In this vale of tears, we 
muſt look,my brethren,to be fed with nothing bue 
the bread of affliction, and daily to be drinking 
of the bitter waters of Marah : But, letme tell 
you, be your affiidtions never ſo many for | 
Number, never fo grievous for nature; yet hence 
you 


( 67 

on can take nv comfort, if you ſuffer them not as. 
Chriſtians ; Oh then, take heed that none of you 
ſuffer as a Murderer, or as a Thief, or as a Buſie- 


| body in other mens matters: but if any man ſuf. 


fer, letitbeas a Chriſtian ; let it be for righte- 
ouſnels fake, let it be not for evil doing, bur for 
well doing ! 
{ 1. Conhider, It's poſſible for 4 man to ſuffer 
| much, and yet,not ſuffering as a Chrijiian, after all, 
tomiſcarry. Though IT give my body to be burned, 
faith tie Apoſtle, and have not charity, it profit- 
eth me nothing, 1 Cor. 13.3. Whence youlee, a 
man poſſibly may burn as a Martyr here, and yet 
| (which I tremble to utter ) have no-reward here- 
aſter, bur burn as a fire-brand in Hell to all 
Eternity ! | | 

Oh then, let us all take heed that weloſe not, 
not only the things we have wrought, but aifo the 
the things we have ſuffered ! 

Poſſible it 1s, my Brethren, that we may ſay, 
not only, Lord we have prayed in thy Name,and -, 
prophiene in thy Name ; but,Lord, we haveloſt 

ouſes, and lands, and liberty in thy Name; we 
have been reproached in thy Name, 1mpriſoned 
in thy Name,and died in thy Name: and yet, not 
having ſuffered all this as Chriſtzans, God return 
us this Anſwer, Depart from me, Tknow you not ! 

2, Conſider, What ever you ſuffer as Chriſtians, 
ſhall work for your good. What ever our affliftions 
are, they are not for the worſe, bur for the bet- 
ter 3 not for evil, but for good; not for our da» 
mage, bur qur great advantage, when we ſuffer 
them as Chiiftians, If at any time you be impri- 
ſoned, do but'icarry It as a Chiiftian, and you 

. 2%. F 4 | turn 
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etirf1 your Priſon into a Paradi If here you be- | 


reproached, yet enduring 1t as a Chriſtian, it 
you lie under any heavy croſs, fo that your heart 
even ſinks within you, do but bear it as a Chriſtt- 
an, and this will make it as a crown of glory up- 
on your heads, 1 Pet. 4. 14- | 

3. Confider, IVhen you ſuffer as a Chriſtian, 
Chri}t himſelf will be graciouſly preſent with you, 
ſupporting you under every burden. As our bleſſed 
Lord ſometimes ſaid, Tan not alone, but the Fa- 
ther is with me : So may every child of God, ſuf- 
fering as a Chriftian ſay, I am not alone, but my 
Chriſt is with me bearing up my fþirit ! Ifa. 43. 
I, 2. Fear.not, Oh Iſrael ; when thou paſieit through 
' the water, 1 will be with thee ; when thou walkeſt 
through the fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, neither ſhall 
the flame kindle upon thee. Thus, when the three 
children were in the Ftrnace, Chriſt alſo was 
tiere preſent with them,to make the fourth, Dar, 
3.:e. And Tanl, thoymn all men forſook him, 
Wien he was to aniwer before Nero, yet, faith he, 
the Lord ſtood by me,and frengthned me, 2 Tim.4. 17+ 

So rhen, if at any time you luffer as Chriſti- 
ans, Chriſt will graciouſly be preſent with you; 
IF not to ſhadow you wich his wing, yet to ſup- 
port you with his hand: If not to prote&t you 
by his Power, yet to ſuſtain you by his Grace 
If not to deliver you out of troubles, yet to 
ſtrengthen you that you may undergo them: And 
ſhall not all this make you endeavour to ſuffer as 
Chriftians ? | 

My dear Friends, if Chriſt be not preſent with 
you, the leaft tempration will foil you, the leaſt 


Fg ffi 


ſhall redound to your honour. If, in a word, | 
y 


( 59 


| afiicton will be a burden too heavy for you: T, but 


the moſt violent Temptacion will eafily be denied, 
and the ſorelt Aﬀi&ion eaſily borne, through 
Chriſt ſtrengthening you. | 

4. Conſider we what Chrift hath ſuffered for us, 
and let this make us willing to ſuffer as Chriſtians for 
hin. Chriſt's whole life was a ſeries of ſuffering 
He endured contradiaion of finners; He was 
falſly accuſed; maliciouſly perſecuted ; de- 
ſpightfully uſed; unjuſtly condemned; and 
bloodily murdered ; humbling Himſelf unto 
Death for our ſakes! Now, did the Lord Jeſus 
endure all this for us, and ſhall we not ſuffer 
ſomething as Chriſtians for him? Many there 
are, that will ſuffer diſgrace and death for their - 
laſts, and ſhall we ſuffer nathing for our blefſed 
Lord ? Shall others die for their luſts, and ſhall 
not we be willing to die for Chriſt? Will a 
man run the hazard of ſuffering for ſome belo- 
ved corruption that will damn him, and ſball we 
ſtick to ſuffer for that Chriſt, who eadured fo 
much to fave us? 

Our cup, my brethren, is nothing to the cup 
which Chriſt drank of; his cup was mixed with 
the wrath of God : If he then bore God's wrath 
for us, well may we bear the wrath of Man for 
Him ! | 

5. Conſider, Whatever we ſuffer 4 Chriſtians, 
we ſhall never be loſers thereby. Much indeed 
may we loſe for Chriſt, our Eftate, our Liberty, 
our Life; but, to be ſure, we ſhall never loſe any 
thing by Him, when ſuffering as Chriſtians. For, 


_ faith Chriſt, Every one that hath forſaken Houſes, 


& Brethren, or Sijters, or Father, or Mother, or 
Wife, 
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Wife, or. Children, or Lands, for mty Name ſake, he 
. Jhall bave an hundred fold, and ſhall inherit ever- 
- (ajiing life, Matth. 19. 29. | 


When ( my Brethren )) we ſuffer as Chriſti- 
ans, we eſpouſe God's own quarrel; and it ſtands 
not with his fidelicy, and remunerative goodneſs 
that we ſhould beloſers, Mal. 1.10. | 


If no man, as the Prophet there affirms, did 


ever kindle a fie upon God's Altar for noughe ; 
then no man, to be ſure, ſhall ever, ſuffering as a 
Chriſtian, ſacrifice himſelf for God, in the fire 
of Martyrdom, for nought ! 

6. Conſider, When we ſuffer as Chriſtians, Chriſt 
(ympathizeth with us ; in all our afflifiions counting 
himſelf afliied, 1{a.63.9. Oh, liccle do you know 
the love, the pity, the bowels, the tender com- 
paſſion of Chriſt cowards all that are ſuffering as 
Chriſtians! No Father can more pity his fick 
child, than Chriſt pities his own, afflifted, perſe- 
cuted, and deſpiſed people. Chriſtians, ſuffer 


when, and where you will; provided, that you | 


ſuffer as Chriſtians, Chriſt ſuffers then,and there, 
together with you. | 

Such are the bowel-compaſſions of Chriſt to- 
wards Believers, that he ſmarts in their pains, 
he bleeds in their wounds; and, when-ever the 
ſeed of the Serpent bruiſes their heel, ic muſt 
needs have an influence on Chriſt their Head, 


who looks npon their reproaches as His reproa- 


ches, and their (ufferings as his ſufferings, coun- 
cing himſelf to be perſecuted in cheir perſecu- 
t10Ns. 2 

Saul, Saul, Why perſecuteſt thou me ? ſo cries 
the Head in Heayen, whilſt Sar/ is treading ups 
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fon the Foot on Earth, 4Gs9.4. Oh then, How 


| ſhould this move us all, when-ever we ſuffer, to 


| ſuffer as Chriſtians! Then Chriſt, asa loving 


Friend, layes to heart all our Afictions; then 
our Redeemer pities us; then His bowels yearn 
over us, whilſt our Enemies are hunting for our 


| precious life ! Then, in a word, every injury 
| we ſuſtain, every groan we ſigh out, andevery 


drop of blood we loſe, He is touched with it! 
7. Conſider, If now wewill not ſuffer as Chriſii- 
ans for Chrijt, we muſt ſportly be brought to ſuffer as 
Rebels againit Him.. We muſt ail of us ſuffer, 
either here, as Martyrs; or hereafter, as Male- 
fators. He that will not die for Chriſt, when 
called thereco, muſt die for his Sins : And he 
that now ſhall refuſe to burn in the flames of 
Martyrdom, cannot chuſe but burn in the flames 
of Hell. For, faith Chriſt, He that ſaveth bis 
life, ſhall Ioſe it ; implying, that ſuch as think, by 
difſembling conſcience, and denying Him, to 
fave life temporal, ſhall (ipſo fa&o ) loſe life 
eternaj, Matth.16.25. To avoid then this dread- 
ful doom, give diligence that you may ſuffer as 
Chriſtians when-ever called out chereunto. Oh, 


death temporal, to death eternal? What 1s the , 
fre of Martyrdom, to the fire of Hell? What, 1n 
a wcrd, are thoſe ſorrows that ſhall end 1n joy, 
co the torments of the damned that will never 


F end ! 


8. And laftly, conſider ; 1hatever you ſuffer 4s 
Chriſtians, it will encreaſe your glory. A ſuffering 
Saint is not only crowned, but his crown 1s more 


glorious , Matth. 19. 28, True it 1s, he that 
| hath 


| 
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hath the leaſt degree of glory, a door-keeper WÞ! 
© Heaven, will have enough : But, as Foſeph gay y6 
to Benjamin a double Meis, above the refit i hija, 
Brethren; ſo, whoever ſuffer as Chriſtian!) 
God will be ſure to give them a do:ibie portion 
of glory. The more a man ſows, tiie me hf 
reaps : So, the more we ſow in tears, the moie w 
ſhall rezp in joy, Pal. 126. 5. 

Every reproachful word, when we bear it a 
Chriſtians, ſhall add to our glory; and even * 
affliction ſhall ſerve to make our crown the heavy !! 
er. For, faith the Apoſtle, Our: Jeight afflin 
which is but for a moment, worketh for us a fa 
more exceeding , and eternal weight of gl 
2 Cor.4.17. Obſerve, I beſeech you, the Apoſtle, 
Antithefis ! For afflition, here is glory ; fo 
leight affliction, a weight of glory 3 and for mof 
mentany affli&ion, that endures but a while, & | 
far more exceeding, and eternal weight of glo | 

| 
| 


ry, that endures for ever. 

How then ſhould the thoughts of theſe thingi 
animate and ſteel uns in all our afflifions, making] 
us labour to ſuffer as Chriſtians, in all that we 
fuffer? 
| Though, Chriſtians, the Croſs be heavy, ye 

the ſharper your croſs 15, the brighter ſhajl be 
your crown. Though every trouble atcending 
the profeſſion of Holineſs were a ſtruggling death 
and every afflition a preſent hell; yet all chiz 
if ſuffered as Chriſtians, were not worthy to bl 
compared with the glory that ſhall ſhortly be revealeh, 
in ws, Rom.8$.18. 

Take heed then (I beſeech you) to your ſelves} 
that you loſe not the things you have AY 
| uſt 
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. þne that undergoing afflifion here as Chriſtians, 
yd you may hereafter be crowned by Chriſt, with 
* tif}a far more exceeding, and eternal weight of glo- 
ry, beyond all hyperbole's! 


an 
6s Now, that you may thus be able to ſuffer as 
Chriſtians, carry home with you theſe Four 
Particulars. 

tal 1» If ever you deſire to ſuffer 45 Chriſtians, labour 


e 7 


> We 


to become Chriftians. Befcre a man can ſuffer for 
righteouſneſs lake, he himſelf muſt be righteous ; 
if neither can any man ſuffer as a Chriſtian for the 
'# Truths of Chriſt, but he that hath in himſelf 
| the Truth of Grace. A Soul without grace in a 
12} time of. Perſecution, 1s like the man that builc 
| his houſe upon the ſands, which, when the rain 
| deſcended, and the flood came, and the winds 
| blew and beat upon it, fell ; and great was the 
Iof fall thereoi, Matth. 7.27. Moſt dreadful and la- 
{ mentable is the ſtate of that man, who runs up- 
| on Suffering, without laying this foundation ; 
he that ſuffers without grace, his ſuffering can 
wel never be crowned with glory. | 
- 2, If you would ever be able to (uffer as Chriſtians, 
be ſure to deny your Jermes A Chriſtian muſt firſt 
lay down ſe/f, before he can take up the croſi: 
and where ſelf is once renounced, the croſs cf 
14 Chriſt is eaſily born. Now, that thus you ſhould 
4 deny your lſe]ves, there 1s good reaſon : Chriſt 
denied himſelf, his glory, his life for you; and 
{ will not you deny your ſelves for him ? 
| 3. Tf ever you would ſuffer as Chriſtians, make 
ſure of a lively Faith, endeavouring to live thereby. 
11 True Faith, is a victortous Grace; he, _ 
| heare 


upon the greateſt dangers. Oh, therefore labe 
ro get, and exerciſe Faith in tinies of troubl: 
and be not you felf-deftroyers by your unbelief 
It was Faith that made the Martyrs take th 
ſpoyling of their goods, and the loſs of their 
lives, fo joyfully. Let then the mad world pratf 


as it will, and vomit our all its gall and bittery -. 


neſs, 1n reproaches againſt you; yet be ſure tha 
your hearts be eſtabliſhed by Faith, and this wil 
make you, as Chriſtians, to ſuffer all, Phi/.4.13, 
Faich unites the Soul to Chriſt , and ſo derive 
from him a kind of omnipotency into the Soulf 
wnereby it can do, and ſuffer all things. | 
4. And laſtly, If ever you would ſuffer as Chri 

ftians, give diligence to keep a good Conſcience.. An 
fin allowed in the Sou], will unfit for ſuffering} 
How can a guilty perſon ſuffer, when, for onght 


' heknows,he is like to go,&c. from the fire of Mars 
' tyrdom, into the flames of Hell 2 Hold therefore! 
the Myſtery of the Faith in a pure Conſcience,j 


would you ſuffer at any time for the Faith, as 
Chriſtians. A good Conſcience will make a man 
abide the fiery tryal; and rejoyce in tribulation 
with joy.unſ{peakable, and full of glory. 


_ Goliab fenced in bras, is not o lafe as a nakedſ 


man armed with purity of conſcience. Let there- 
fore your conſcience be well informed, and then 
be ſare that you neither diſſemble, nor offend it 
at any rates, For confider, Whilſt we hold che 
Myſtery of the Faith in a pure Conſcience, God 
ſers us forth in all our tribulations, not as Male- 
factors to ſuffer ; but as Champions to conquer, 
that at length we may be crowned with eternal 


heart is eſtabliſhed therewith, will eaſily trampl{- 


olory. | FINTIS. 
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SERMON III. 


Ecclel. 9. 10. 


| Whatſoever thy hand feadeth to do, do 


it with all thy might , for there is no 
work , nor device, nor knowledge, 
nor wiſdom in the grave whither 


thou goeſt. 


| He greateſt Intereſt of man on Earth, is, 
; to glorifie God ; and God's great deſign 


in this world, is, to exerciſe man 3 who, 

according as he a@s his part here, fo 
ſhall he be happy, or miſerable, for ever hereaf- 
ter. So then, we live here (as it were) in a cen- 
ter, from whence are drawn two long Lines, the 
one leading to Death, the other to Life; the 
onie to Heaven, the other co Hell ; the one to an ' 
eternity of caleſtial Joyes, the other to an ecer- 
nity of infernal Torments. For as much then, 
asevery one of our ations will thus: have an1n- 
fluence upon Eternity, making either for our 


_ eternal comfort, or for our everlaſting confuſi- 


on : How nearly doth it concern us all,toexer - 


.ciſe our ſelves unto godlineſs, doing all chat our 


hand 
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| Jechifo eh cally, wich the Preacher n the 
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ſiſted upon; ) you- may obſerve theſe Two 
—_— , whereinto it naturally dividerh 
it felf : OS ' 


1. An Exhortation to diligence. in the wayes 

of God, feos 1, 41 thy hand findeth to do, doit 

with all thy might. "oO © 2094 0 

2. A quickning Confideration, toenforce it 

upon us ; taken from the impoſſibility of doing 
any thing afterdeath; that may tend to our own 
everlaſting 'gdvantage, For there #s no work , no 


ther thou goejt. 
For the ſenſe of thewords, ſo far as ] mind 


to infiſt upon them, you tmay take it together in 
this one DoGrinal Propoſition. | | 


therein, with all our mighe;: 


device, nor knowledge, 'nor wiſdom in the grave whi- 


Do&. That in' ttatters relating to God's glory, 
and by own ſalvation,” every man u bound to be di- 
ligent, and to do them with dll by might. 1n all 
things of this nature, we muſt ſtrive as for life 
l and death to be diligent, doing them with all 
l our hearc, with all oar ſtrength, and withall our 
i might. | 

Wherever we trifle, yet in things thus rela- 
ting,&c, we muſt not trifle;but,uniting our whole 
ſtrength, 


"—_— 
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| firengeh, and rallying cogether all the powers of 


our ſouls, ' give diligence to do them with all our 
mighe. i: | 
" In the proſecution of this DoGrixe, we purpoſe, 
if the Loxd will, to premiſe ſomething by way. 
of Caution, to ſhew you when a man may be faid. 
to ſerve the Lord with all his might 3 to let you. 
know what thoſe things are in which we are thus 
bound co be diligent; to give you the Reaſons 
evincing it; and fo to come to the Practical Im- 
provement of the whole, by way of Uſe and, 

Application. 
Firſt, By way of Caution, obſerve theſe Two. 
Things: S- | 
1. Be it premiſed that, Though in matters 
relating to: God's glory, and his own [alvation, every. 
man is bound to be diligent, &c. yet no man May 
think thereby to merit at the hands of.God. We are 
all-prone, 1t's true, to idolize our duties, ſeek- 
ing to graft happineſs upon. the ſtock of our 
own righteouſneſs : But life, and ſalvation, will 
never be purchaſed by Doing : work as much, 
and do totheutmoſt, for God that you can ; ſerve 
him with all your might, ſhed rivers of tears, 
ere& hoſpitals, give all your goods to feed the. 
poor, and your bodies at laſt to be burned ; yet 
all this cannot merit the leaft degree of glory; 
norſo muchas a door-keeper's place in the king- 
dom of God. 2 5:0 
2, Beit alſo premiſed that, Though in matters 
relating to God's plory, and his own ſalvation, every 
men x bound to be diligent, &c. yet not in his own 
firength, but in the jlrength of Chriſt. God calls ins - 
deed for the beſt chat we have, but yet he counts 
| | nothing 


\ 


Sampſon”s ſtrength lay in hisbair 3 ſothe ſtrength 
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nothing good fave what we receive from hiny; 


of every Chriltian Hes ali in Chriſt, Phz/. 4. 13, 
A ſtone hath no ſtrength to mount a-loft, but 
what it receives from the arm that throws it : 
ſo, no man hath any ſtrength to lay out for 
Chriſt, bit what he receives from Him, Fob, 
15.5. | 

Secondly, A man may be faid to lay out him- 
ſelf in things relating to God's glory, and his 
own ſalvation, with all his might ; 

I. When he doth them ſincerely and with all hi 
beart. The heart of a man, is the ſtrength of a 
man ; hethen that comes to every duty, deſiring}. 


'to dothem finceiely, and with all his heart, to 


be ſure he doth them with all his might, 2 King 
23.25, Would ye then be counted diligent i 
che duties of God's Worſhip, ſee then that you 
do them tincerely, and with all your heart. A 
diligent hand may pleaſe men ; but it's only ai 
upright heart that can pleaſe the Lord. 8 
2. Wher a man doth them reſolutely, holding m 
in @ way of obedience againſt all diſcouragement 
Ir*s the charaGer of a {luggard, to cry out, Ther © 


mighe, come what wi)!, tempeſts or fair weather 
proſperity or adverſity, life or death, yet Ry 
he holds on in a way of obedience, reſolving t 
go through with the work of the Lord. ne 
' 3- When a man doth them firenuouſly, rallying 

together all the powers of bis Soul, and uniting WW 
whole ftrength,.as willing toFpend, and be ſpent in thi © 
ſervice of God, Pſal. 103. 1. Thus when Y , 
o orti 


t 
duty: But a man that ſerves God with all lf -d 
C 
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forth our ſelvesto our urmoſt, not being ſJoaths 
ful in butinefs, but fervent in ſpirit, then ſerve - 
3. weehe Lord with all our might. 
th - 4. When aman doth them univerſally, making it 
* thegreat bufineſs of bis life, to walk before God in all 
wn | dutiful obedience to all his commandments, He that 
hb. ferves the Lord with all his might, he is not zea- 
| los in ſome things, and remiſs in others ; but 
1-| makes a conſcience of every Quty, endeavouring 
nj tooblerve all the commandments of God, as 
che work of his life. | 
" Thirdly, The things relating to God's glory, 
af} and our own ſalvation,which every man is bound 
1g. $0 do with all his mighe, are cheſe : 
to I. Converſim. The fiſt thing which every 
1 man, born into the world,thould look after,its, Fo 
ſj to be new born; to be cranſſated out of a itate 
ou of Nature, into a ſtate of Grace, foh.3.3- My 
Aj Brethren,we muſt firſt become new Creatures, be- 
an} fore we can poſfibly enter into the new 7eruſa-s 
'| lem, Rev.21.27. Sandifhcation paves the way to 
ap Sebvation ; and Holineſs here, to Happineſs and 
th Glory hereafter. $8 
Gwe diligence then to become new crea 
tures : Alas! you-muſt be favingly converted, or 
f -dreadfully confounded ; either throughly 
changed by grace, or eternally damned for want 
of grace. | 
- 2, Repentance. A great part of our work in 
4 this world, is, To be undoing, by Repencance; 
mn whatever we have- done amiſs, Lyk. 13. 3. We 
bl have all been finners in S707, and muſt therefore 
all of us zive diligence to- be mourners in $70n. 
We have filled God's Books with our debts, and 
: G 2 miſt 


(80 
muſt ſtrive therefore 'to fill his Bottle with onr 
tears. And 1s it not better, that we ſhould ſhed 
repenting-tears, than deſpairing-tears? Is it 
not better chat we ſhould ſorrow a little for fin 
on Earth, than eternally weep and howl for 
fin in Hell ? _— Y 

2. Faith in Chriſt, To believe in Chriſt, is 
called the work of :God ; he hath commanded 
it, and we ( would we ever pleaſe him ) muſt 
accordingly doit, Foh. 6.29. Labour we then 
by Faith to believe in Chrift, who alone 1s able 
to skreen us for God's hot diſpleaſure,  _ © 


4. Aſſurance. When riches, when honours, | 


when liberty, when friends, and life it ſelfe, 
cannot be made ſure'z yet our interelt in Chriſt, 
and our right to eterna] life may be made ſure, 
and ſhould we not then give diligence to have it 
ſo? 2 Pet.1.10. Oh, little do you, thatfleight it, 
know the comfort of a well-grounded Afurance, 
and the benefit accrewing chence to the people 
of God! Why then, will you ſtil} put Eternity 
upon an adventure? Are you {till reſolved to reſt 


ſecure, not knowing what 1s like to become of} 


your immortal Souls in another world, whgeher 
Death or Lite, whether Heaven or Hell, whether 
eternal Joyes or eternal Torments, ſhall be your 
portion ? 


5. Mortification. The body of Death muſt be 


{ain that we may live: And that we may not 
die eternally for fin, we muſt dayly give all dilt 


gence to die to (in, Rom.8.13. Thole fins which 
areleft unmortified, do alwayes prove mortal: 
And where ever Sin is ſuffered to live, that Soul 


mult dieeternally, and be damned for ever. A 
, " 0 
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do you ilove ( my Brethren _}) your luſts better 
than your own lives? or, Will the pleaſures of 
ſin, which are but for a ſeaſon, makeamends for 
the loſs of heaven, andeternal glory ? 

; 6. Growth in Grace. A Chriſtian's Graces are 
yet in their non-age; he had need cherefore en- 
creaſe his ſtock, ſtriving with all his might, to 
thing forth more fruit. For it is,you muſt know, 
with Grace as with Fire; if it be not blown up 
and encreaſed, it will ſoon decay. Let your 
Grace,therefore, be like the morning light, more 
and more encreaſing to the full Meridian of eter- 
nal Glory. | 

7. Communion with God. A man is no farther 


a Chriſtian, than he hath Communion with God/ - - 


in Chriſt ; endeavouring at all times to walk in 
that holy fellowſhip, Ger. 6. 9. Let then your 
whole lite bea life of Communion with the God 


of Heaven ; be much in Clolet-prayer, in hea- 


venly Meditation, and in communing often 
with your own: heart, as an excellent help to 
Communion with God himſelf. Oh, taſte and 


: ſee, how ſweet a thing it is to hold Communion 


with God, As a Paradiſe of all delights, as a 
Cabinet of precious cordials; fuch "is Com- 
munion with God to all that enjoy it. He that 
lives in Communion with God on Earth, doth 


already dwel] in the ſiburbs of Heaven, rejoy- \ / 


cing with joy unſpeakable, and full of glory. 
8. And taftiy, Perſeverance in Grace. A good 
Progreſs and Concluſion is as neceflary to life, 


| and muſtas well be looked after,as a good Begin=- 
' ning. It's not enough chat we fet out for God 


at th? firſt, but we muſt alſo give diligence to 
G 3 : hold 
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hold on with God to the laſt. Strive we there- 
fore, with all our mighe, to hold faſt the profe(- 
ſion of our Faith, perſevering in Grace, till we 
come to glory : for, what elſe avails your run- 
ning, if in caſe you fit down before you come to 
the Goal ? What profit can you reap by ſowing 
' the ſeed of Grace, if you fall away before «7 
harveft of eternal Glory ? What, ina word, 
you expe, or, where 1s the crown you look for, 
if you quit the Field, and grow weary of con- 
tending before Ate conflict be over ? 


Fourthly, The Reaſons why every man in 


things relating to God's glory, and his own fal- 
vaion, ſhould be diligent, endeavouring to do 
them witn all his migat, are theſe; | 

I. Becauſe the'main end of every mans life, is to 
glorifie God, and towork out his own Salvation, with 
Fear and Trembling. The Fa&or 1s not implcy- 
ed abroad co take his pleaſure, but to negotiate 
for his Maſter : So, God the great Maſter of the 
world, he ſent none of us hither to ſpend our 
money for that which is not bread, but to dif 


patch the things that relate to his Glory, and our | 


Salvation 3 ſo chat good reaſon there is, why we 
ſhould do them with all our might. For, better 
it were that we ſhould loſe our life, than the end 
of our living ; Better it is, that we had.never 
been at all, than that we ſhould not attatu the 
end of our beeing. 
2. Becauſe the Lord himſelf hath commanded us 
to be diligent, and to do the duties of his Worſhip, 
with all ouy-might. *Tis not a thing arbitrary and 
left to our own choyce, whether we will be dili- 
gent in,#®c. but he that commands the Wings = 
2 be 
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the Seas, and they obey him, he alſo hath com- 
manded us that we ſhould beſo, Luke 13.29. -- 
 Abouc chings of this nature, we are com- 
_manded to give all diligence, 2 Pet. 1. 10. 
| So that if there be reaſon why the creature 
ſhould obey the Creator, if there be any reyſþn, 
why we (hould obſerve the commandF of 
God, that gave us our beeing, our life, and all 
our comforts; the ſame reaſon there is, why in 
the duties of Gods worſhip, we ſhould all be dili- 
gent , endeavo.iring to do them with all our 
might. 

3. Becauſe there is no other"way wherein to obtain 
the reward of Eternal life. God hath enacted a 
Law in Paradiſe, that n> man ſhall eat of the Tree 
of Life, but in the: ſweat of his own brows. 
There are many Lines leading to the Center 3 but 
to the Heavenly Center, there is but one Line 
leading to it, and thatis, To be diligent in the 
ways of God, endeavouring to do them with all 
' our might, For there can be no Crown, with- 
out contending 3 no recompence, without labour 
_ anddiligence. 

4. Becduſe the great endof our Redemption, was, 
that in things relating to Gods glory, and our own 
Salvation, we might be diligent, doing them with 
_ ll our might. Our blefſed Lord, who purcha- 
ſed us by his own blood, to be a peculiar people 
to himſelf, did it for this end, that we might 
be Zealous of good works, Tit. 2.14. 

Jeſus Chriſt ſuffered for us, that we mighe 
with greater diligence obey him. He laid down 
his life for us, that we might lay forth our lives: 
for him, He ſpent. himſelf in che work of onr 
"OG 4 : Re- 
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Redemption, that we , mighe more willingly 
ſpend and be ſpent in the ſervice of God. | 
-: If then, our Redemption thus coft Chriſt his 
blood; ſhall ic not coſt us our ſweat ? Did Chrift 
:mS n, and bleed, and die, to make. us-diligent; 
e 


: MM there not then zood reaſon why we (hould 
'-5: Becauſe, of the worth and ſurpaſſing excellency 
of things, - thus relating to Gods Glory, andour own 
Salvation. 1f there be any thing excellent 'in 
the world, ?its the Glory of God who made the 
world; and if any ting of rea] worth to the 
children. of men, 1f any thing that can miniſter 
comfort, and crown them' with everlaſting hap- 
pine(s,” tobe ſure '1ts their own Salvation. : How 
diligent then ſhould chey be, how earneſtly ſhould 
they ſtrive, to lay forth themſelves with all their 
might; how willingly ſhould they ſpend, and be 
ſpent 11 perſuite of things ' ſo tranicendently 
Glorious, and Excellent ? | 

6. And laſtly, Becauſe, if now we neglett theſe 
things, not doing.them with all our might, hereafter 
it will be too late to ſet about them, Too late ſhall 


you work when once you are come into the ſtate | 


of the dead; And ſhall not this make us double 
otir-diligencein the Land of theLiving ? ; 
Waen God raigned Manna from Heaven, it 
was to be gathered on the ſix days of the week, 
but on the (eventh it was not to be found : So,the 
Spiritual Manna of Faith, Repentance, and ,o- 
ther Graces, is to be gathered only in the fix 
days of chis life; 1f youſeek ir after, you come 
too late, you come a day after the Fajr, it will 
not be found, | | 
Now 
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Now, there is poſſibility of doing the work of 

God, of laying up for our ſelves a treafure in 
Heaven, of making our calling and ele&ion ſure, 
of obtaining Grace,and finding Mercy: But then, 
the Door of Mercy will for ever be ſhut againſt 
us, then Grace and Glory, if we now be negli- - 
gent, will be loſt for ever; though then you 
ſhould ſeek chem with tears, yea with tears of 
blood, yet you ſhall never find them ! For there 
is no Work, nor Device, nor Knowledge, nor 
Wiſdom in the Grave, whither we are all of us 
now haſtning ! 


Fiftly, and laffly; Having both explained 
and comfirmed the Do@rine, come we now to 
the PraCtical Improvement of it, by way of 
Uſe and Application. T] 

7 Information, 


Now the Uſe will be of 4 Reprehenſion, and - 
: Inflrafion.' 


Furſt, By way of Jnformation, we may learn 
+ theſe twothings. 218 WY | 
I. That Religion isno ſuch an eaſie Province, nor . 
Salvation ſo facil to be obtained, as moſt imagine. 
My DoGrine aflerts the neceſſity of laying out 
our ſelves in things relating to Gods glory, and 
our own Salvation with all our might ; And may 
. wenot thence infer, that Religion 1s no idle ex- 
erciſe, but a buſineſs of greateſt intention, and 
we muſt all travel far, dig deep, work hard, 
would we ever get the Pearl of Salvation, or 
find the Mine of Eternal Felicity. | 


Many 


"45 


Many thereare, who fancy a fine eafje way to. 


Heaven, dreaming that men may come there 
without ſo much ado : But, my text calls for dili-. 
gence in things relating to Gods glory, and one. 


own Salvation, commanding us to do them with; 


all our might. Se 
Difficilia, que pulchra, Things of fo great 
excellency, are never obtained, but with much 
hbour, and difhculty. ' No man can betruly re- 
ligious, that is not laborious and diligent : nor 
can any man ever take the Kingdom of Heaven, 
without offering violence thereto, : Met. 11. 12. 
Heaven-Gate ( 2s one well obſerves ) is not 
like that Iron-gate that opened to Peter of its own 
accord : No, firſt we muft ſtrive and knock, be- 
fore ever God will hear, and open to-us. He 


cherefore that thinks Religion an 1dle ſpeculati- f 


on, wasnever' yet truly religious; and he that 
| fancies the way to Heaven and Glory eafie, to 


to be ſure he never yet ſet foot in the right way, | 


which is alwayes attended with many diff- 
cities. 

- There are (© many Commands to be obeyed, 
fo many promiſes to be believed, ſo many Ana+ 
kims tobe eiicountred, ſo many temptations to 
be reſiſted, and ſo many fins to be ſubdued, that 
he muſt needs be groſly ignorant of all theſe, who 


counts Religion an eaſte Province, and thinks | 


Salvation may be obtained, without ſo much ado. 

Indeed, the Gate is wide, and the way broad, 
that leadeth to defirudcion . But, Scripture and 
your own Experience will everlaſtingly prove, . 
that, Strait is thegate, and narrow isthe way that 


" feadeth unto life. 
| To 
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To be truly Religious, is to be in an Ageny, 
ſtriving, as for a matter of life and death, to 
enter in at the ſtrait Gate, Like 13. 24. Religi- 
on 4s. a ſpiritual Race, and that clearly proves 


_ that*cis-not an idle wiſh, - nor an heartleſs dead 


prayer,bue a putting forward with all our might, 
with all ſpeed and vigour of affetion, that will 
win'the prize of Eternal life, 1 Cor. 9. 24. 

- Would you ever be truly Religious, and ob- 
tain Salvation, you muſt wholly deny your ſelves, 
emþprace a crucified Chriſt, die dayly to fin, 
live above the world, and obey the whole will of 
God with all your might : And ifall this be eafie 
to men compaſſed about with infirmities, what 
then ſhall we call difficult ? . 

.2. That the blind world bath no cauſe to cenſure 


| Gods children for their diligence, in things relating 


tf Gods glony, and their own Salvation, to be doing 


thert with a8! their might, being nothing but what 
«God himſelf hath commanded them. 


Unſantified men and women, do not doubt 
but a man may go to Heaven without ſo much 


a-do, counting all the zealons paſſages, and ſan= 


Qified ſingularities of Gods people no better than 
madneſs, and ſaying cf them all, as 7udas of the 
Oyntment, To what purpoſe is this wafte? Mat 26.8. 

ey think, it's waſte time to prayſo frequent- 


ly, and waft ftrenzth to pray ſo fervently : But, 


1s it any thing more than what God hath re- 
quired ? 

\ Are we not commanded to ſerve the Lord, 
with all our ffrength, and heart, and might ? Are 
wenotcommanded to ſirive as in a bloody Ago» 


| ny, that wemay enter in at theſirait Gate? Arewe 
not 


- 


(8) 
not commanded, to work out our own Sdlvatiag 
with” fear and trembling, to give diligence to' make 
our Calling and Elefiion ſare,and that we ſhould not | 
be flothful in things relating to. Gods glory, and 
© ourown Salvation ; but, fervent in ſpirit, ſerving 
the Lord? Who then 1s moſt worthy to be cen- 
fired, Gods people for obeying, or the wicke 
for reſiſting Gods holy will? Becauſe God's peo. | 
ple dare not {light his commands, nor be, neg- 
ligent when he calls chem to: be diligent; will 
you therefore -upbraid them with it, reproagh- 
ing them as furious Zealots, men of violent} 
ſpirits, and guilty a needleſs Preciſenefs, Indif- 
cretion, and Madneſs? | 2 tr*4&- 0) 

Will you connt them furiouſly - violent,” who 
are only. reliciouſly diligent in the wayes off 
God? will you' ſay, What need fo much a-do? 
why cannot you content your ſelvcs,gghe. an 
do, as others? What need you bezfoUric,.t] 
preciſe, and (o diligent in all your walkings,whet | 
the Soveraign Majeſty of all the world commands 
them to beſo ? What is this, but, like Goltgh, toſ - 
defie the Living God, and to exalt your own fol- 
ly, above Gods infinite Wiſdom ? Doth' Gol 
command diligence, and wilb you dare to Ape& 
logize for negligence:in his ways ? Hath he''WM 
good in his Wiſdom, to call for the befl atythe 
hands of his own people, commanding theni to 
ſerve him with all cheir ſtrength, with all their 
| heart, and with all cheir might, and dare yol 
cenſure them as Indiſcreet, Furious, and Violent 
for ſo doing ? Oh how ſpeechleſs and confoundy 
ed will you be, when God ſhall bring you tc 
Judsment for thele things ! Is it not better 
6 fk - 
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the people of God to LP. him, commanding 
them to be Jaborions and diligent, than chat 
' they ſhould hearken to yon, endeavcuring to 
, make them flothful and negligent in Heavens- 
way? _. | 
 Secgjidly, By way of Reprebenſion. Out of this 
 DoftyHtts, as out of a ſpiritual Quiver, I may 
drayfFreral Arrows of Reproof, that may juſt!y 
mee, and wound, and {mite to the heart, all 
thoſe chat cfiend againſt it. 

I. 1t reproves thoſe who are diligent in,things pre- 
judicial to Gods Glory, - and their own Saldation,pur- 
Jp! hen with all their might. Many ſuch pro- 
Helkivr t 


ie” Ys rs there are in the world, who go to 
hiv cHE(Fear of their brows, taking as much 


off paris to damn, as others to ſave their own ſouls: 
'} And is not this, I beſeech yon, che pradſe 


4of all wicked and ungodly perſons, who are 


«Of eager in purſuit of carnal pleaſures, putting forth 


:thenyſelves to the utmoſt, and drawing out their 
ſixrbgh tiavays of wickednefs, Fer. $. 6. Should 
you lg diſfgent to glarife:God, and are you 
grow; vioent- co difhopiyir Him ? Should you 
ſtrivewith all your mjgktto Gve your ſouls; and 
will you then exhauft ypſht.firengch in the ways 
of fin, to damn them 2WÞrh. think ( | am. confi- 
dent) of no ſich hinFs difticnouring God ; 
you intend nothing leis, than the damnation of 
your 6wn ſouls, by your wicked, and ungodly” 
practiſes : but, chough not intentionally, yet 15 
Not God eventually diſhonoured, and your fouls 
| made obnoxicus to Eternal milery, by every 
fin? Oh then ! how great is your folly, who in 
Read of being diligent to glorifie God, are _ 
enT 


” 
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lent to diſhonour him, and in ſead of ſtriving te 

fave, are dayly labouring to damn your 1mmors 


tal fouls. Is this all the duty you owe to God ? 1s 


thisall the love you bear to your own ſouls ? Oh 
thou that art a profane wretch, an ungodly \fins 
ner, committing fin without fear, and living in 
it without remorſe; conſider this, Dot 
thy drunkenneſs, thy ſenſual \ plealiy 
carnal delights, lead to Heaven ? or do they' not 
indeed pave the way to Hell, and Erernal Per- 
dition ? Eon 

As our bleſſed Lord ſaid,Do men gather grapes of 
Thorns, or figs of Thijtles ? So, comparing th 
works to Trees, and their reward Fre; 


canſt thou ever think to gather the'gd@d fruit of 


\ Eternal glory, from off the evil Frees of thy 


ſinful and ungodly praiſes? Canſt thon think | 


to find the [1ving amongſt the dead, to go to Hea- 
ven in tie way that leads to Hell, to take thy 
pleaſure in fin here, and yet hereafter to Paptake 
_ of thoſe unperifhable pleaſures at God*s Tight 
Hand for evermore ? ; — 

Well, begin thy ſins , never ſo Comical, yet 
co be ſure they will end Tragical. Now poffibly 
they may ſeem {weer, bnt will they be ſo when 


turned into Galland Wormwood, when puniſh- 


ed with everlaſting deftruction, from the pre- 


ſence of the Lord, and the Glory of his Power? 
' Before an Earth-quake there uſually goes 4 


Calm: So, your calm of ſenſual delighe/in the. 


wayes of fin, will but uſher in upon yon, the 


ftorm of God's fierce Wrath, and everlaſting | 


Vengeance! | | 
2, It reproves thoſe, who though they deſire to be 
ſaved 


baths, | 


" and | 


oy ._ 2 


\ rat pate, Pages pPY oh a= Fo 


<< - Oo wy & ww. ca 


*0'2 
— — 
a > — 


( 

ſaved, and made everlaſtingly happy, will yet take 
m0 pains to be ſantiified, and made holy ; but ftand 
idle i Gods V ineyard, dll the day long. /Nbany there 
are that could well be content to have glory from 
God, but they will be at no coſt to bring glory 
| tohim ; They could like well of Salvation, bue 
they like not to work it out, with Fear and Trems 
| bling. | 
4 Bar have yonany greater workin the world to. 

do, than to look after God Glory, and your own | 
Salvation ? Is the Way narrow, and the Gate 
frait that leads to life, and will you not ftriveto 
enter in thereat ? Is Heaven a Kingdom, and char 
of Eternal glory that-can never be moved, and 
have you no violence to offer toit ? Will you 
fill and idle in Gods Vineyard, and ſit down 


| ſatisfied with an empty form ? 


$i non vertamius Verba in Opera, Verba in Verbera © 
convertet Deus. If, my Brethren, we turn not our 
words into works,ſetting about the buſineſs of re- 
ligion in good earneſt & with all our might,God 
will turn our words into blows. Your External 
profeſſion, if reſted in, will but aggravate your 
Eternal damnation : and the more you have of 
the form of godline(s, the more ſeverely will 
God puniſh you at length, for denying the pc- 
wer thereof ! wy 
Why then will you ſtill be idle, not ſhaking off 
fleth and formality, in things relating to Gods 
glory, and your own Salvation, that you may do 
them withall your might ? 
© My Beloved, no Diligence for God, no Indut- 
gence from him 3 no Working for him, no Refl= 
ing with him. Do and live, in a well _——_— 
en 


> 
ſenſe, is Evangelical Language, as well as Legal; 


do the will of God on earth with all your might, 


would yodtver livewith God in Heaven. Find 
out a new Heaven'if you can; for a new way to 
the old Heaven, you ſhall never find : You ſhall 
never eatbreadin the Kingdom of Heaven, but 
in the ſweat of your own brows! | 2's 
3. It reproves thoſe who were ſomtimes diligent 
in things relating'to Gods Glory, and their own Sal- 
vation, doing them with all their might, but are now 
grown remiſs, and their zeal is abated. Many, like 
Fehu, have driven on furiouſly in Religion, 
whoſe Chariot-wheels have yet, within a while, 
been taken off : Bur if your diligence be not 
crowned with perſeverance, it will never crown 
you. By leaving off to be diligent in the buft- 
fineisof Religion, you un-ravel all that you had 
done before, and ſo loſe your reward; and will- 
this be matter of comfort in a dying hour ? 
Oh ! what evil have you ever found in God's 
ways, that you are thus grown weary of them? 
or doyou think to get to Heaven with leſs a-do ? 
Have you not, my Brethren, as much need of 
diligence now as ever? Is not the way as nat- 
row, aud the gate that leads .to Life as ftrait as 
ever it was? Hath not your time out-run your 
work, are you not much caſt behind, and do you 
not meet with as many oppoſitions, now as ever ? 
Is not God, in a word, as much to be loved, and 
fin to hated? Is not Kell as much to be ſhunned, 
and Heaven as 'woithy to be taken by violence 
now, as ever it was? How then dare you grow 
remiſle, abate of your former zeal, and give way 
to trifling in matters of ſych great and everlaſting 
concernment ? You 


ach - grapes famed cn GAS obo 4a as 
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-. You were ſomtime * IEA in Prayer and Me- 
ditation, in Hearing, and holy Conference ſerv- 
iny God in all the duties of his worſhip with all 
your might ; and will you not now look co your 
ſelves, that yon Joſe not the things which you 
have wrought, but at length may receive a full 
reward ? Oh! conſider waence you are fallen, be 
zealous and repent, that you may do your firſt 
works, and that with as great a proportion of 
zeal and diligence as ever you did. For conſt- 
der, Not he that begins, but he that holds on to 
work and toy!, and ſweat for God to the end, 
ſhall -ac length reſt from his labours, and be 
crowned with Eternal glory ! | 

4. And laſtly, Tt reproves thoſe who procra/iinate 
this duty, reſolving to be diligent in things relating to 
Gods glory, and their own Salvation, but not till 
old Age; or at leaft, not yet. - How many are there 
among us, who vainly taſk of working for Hea- 
ven, when they are going from the piaceof work- 
ing to the place of rewarding; How many,who 
_ think of doing tie greateſt works, to Beiieve,Re- 
pent, and Reform their lives, when they have 
leaſt ftrength, and opportunity to do them, as 
being ready to go down into the chamvers of 
Death? | 

Men will not know the day of their viſitation; 
nor work therein; but like the {Iuggard, cry, A 
little more fleep, a little (lumber,. a necle fold- 
ing of the arms to ſleep, til] Sin, Satafi, Hell, 
come like armed men upon them, fo that they 
are found unable to refit chem. In marters of 
this life, we can all cake the time, and lay hoſd 
of! the firſt opportunity; It the body be dileaſed, 

H 


we 
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we preſently ſend to the Phyſician 3 if fire be. 
kindled in our houſe, we inſtantly run for water 
to quench it; if a City be befieged, like the 
men of Gideon, we ſpeedily ſend for ſtrength to. 
raiſe it: And is it not ſad,that we(whoſe ſouls are' 
ſo dangerouſly diſeaſed, an infernal fire burning 
within us, and an Army of unclean ſpirits lay» 
ing fiege againſt us) ſhould not ſtir, nor ſtrive, 
nor run, to get deliverance ? 

Oh that once you would ſeriouſly confider, 
how dangerous it 15 to adjorn 1n matters of Re- 
ligion! Ceſar's deferring toread his Letter before 
he went to the Senate-Houſe, coſt him his life ; 
So thy deferring to ſet about matters of Rell. 
gion, . may colt thee thy {ife, may coſt thee the 
loſs of God in Chriſt, of Heaven, and Eternal 
glory, and then thon art undone for ever ! | 

Is it not juſt that ſuch as have given their 
ſtrength to the Devil, and ar laſt think to lay' 
their bones upon God's Altar, ſhould be facri- 
ficed in the fire of Gods wrath, and Eternal dif-' 
pleaſure? Why ſhould God hear you calling for. 
mercy, that would not hear him calling you to, 
duty-? Why ſhould God give you his Grace to 
repent in the time of Old Age and fickneſs, who 
in the time of Yonth, and Health, have refuſed 
the Grace of Repentance ? | 


My Brethren, though crue Repentance bene-. 


p. 
, 


ver too late, yet late Repentance 1s ſe|dome true. 
Thar Reformation 1s ſeldom true-hearted, which. 
1s Graj-headed. The repentance of a fick man, 
is uſually a ſick repentance: as the repentance of; 
a dying man, is for the moſt part a dead repent-.. 
ance, Believe it, believe it, Sinners, it's too. 
much 
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much for one man,to look after a dead ſoul, and 
a dying body; after a body ſo fick that it cannoc 
live,. and a foul ſo fick, that it dare not die, to- 
gether ! When che hands ſhake, the lips quiver, 
the finews fhrink, and the heart faints, fo thar 
you have no might left in you; Is this a time to 
be diligent about matters of Eternal conſe- 
quence ? can you now be able to do them wit! all 
your might? Waen you can hardy turn your 
bodies on your bed, can you then think your 
ſelves able to turn your ſouls 1mnto God ? 

When you are dying, and find ict enough to 
grapple with the pangs of death temporal, will 
you then only begin to tink of living unto God, 
co prevent the corments of death eternal? Oh! 
how can you think to work when the time of 
working is over,and the night upon you ; or how 
can you think of laying forth your ſelves in mat=- 
ters of- Religion with all your ſtrength, when 

our ſtrength is all gone ! Oh whilſt yet you have 
ife and ſtrength, ſtand not idle, but up and be 
doing for Eternity ! Caſt up your accounts, be= 
fore you come to give up your accounts! Oh 
now, negle& not your ſeed-time, but be ſowing 
tothe Spirit with all your might, if ever you ex- 
pe an harveſt of Eternal Glory ! 

Thirdly, and laſtly ; By way of Injiraon, let 
this teach us all no longer to trifle, but to be di- 
ligent in things relating to Gods glory, and our 
owri Salvation, endeavouring to do them with 
all our might. Oh let us nor be flothful in bu- 
lineſs, but fervent in ſpirie, ſerving che Lord ! 
Rom, x2. 11. 

Let us not ſtand idle all the day, but rallying 

Ps Hs: wee 
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together all the powers of our ſouls, letus- lay 
forth our ſelves, in matters of Eternity, with all 
our might. Whereas we have formerly been neg 
ligent, let us now rouze up our ſelves, giving all 
diligence to make our Calling and EleCtion ſure 
z Pet. 1.10, Letus ſpend no longer our money 
" for that which is not bread, and our labour for 
taat which cannot fatisfie; but Jet us willingly 
ſpend, and be ſpent, in the ſervice of God. Let 
usnolonger work for a thing of nought, but let 
us work out our own Salvation, with fear an 
trembling. Fi 
I. Conliger, How men ſtand afiefied fo theit 
creature-enioyzents, how indufirious they are for thi 
- world, rif-ng early, going to bed late, and compaſs 
{ng Sea and Lani, for things that periſh in the uſing, 


And ſhall we then be ſtupid and heartleſs, inf 


matters of Religion? Shall chey be fo diligent : 
for their bodies, and ſhajl we-be negligent un 


things that relate to our 1mmortal ſouls ? Qh 
why ſhould any men in the worid be more active 


for earth, than we for Heaven! Why ſhould : 


they be more violent for a Feather, a Bubble 
than we for a Kingdom of Eternal glory ? | 
2. Conſider, Not to lay forth our ſelves in mat- 
ters of Religion, &c. is to undervalue, and to malt 
leight of them ; And how can we ever eſcape, nes- 
lefing ſo great Salvation ! Heb. 2.3, Men art 
never rightly affe&ed to the Kingdom of Hex 


ven, till they grow Vio/ent, reſolving to takeithy 
force, Mat. 11. 12. We cannot have the world 


£01 


without labour, and can we then luok for God Jar 


in Chriſt, for Heaven and Fternal glory at a lower 
rate? Do men dig for Gold, yea for Lead, and 


Coal .': 
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Coal, and can we'exped with leſs dilicence, that 
Pearl of great price, or Mine of Eternal glory ? 
Oh what 1s this, bur to make leight of theſe E- 
ternal concernments ! Yea, what 1s it, but to 
prefer Earth before Heaven, and the meat that 
periſheth, before the Meat that endureth to Eternal 
Life ? Fobn 6. 27. 

3. Conlider, You can never too Much lay forth 
your ſelves in matters relating to Gods glory, and 
your own Salvation. Let the blind world ſay what 
it will, and cry out of Goa's people, as men 
that are guilty of Indifcretion, Wild-fire, and 
Madnels, making more a=do than needs: yet,to 
be ſure, trueReligion knows no 1 xcels, you can 
never ſavour too much of Holineſs, nor do too 
much to promote your. everlaſting happineſs. 


Indeed, when men will accumulate precepts of 
their own, and ceremonies of their own, giving 


more to God than he hath required by the rule 
of Worſhip, herethe leaft addition 1s too much : 
but,concenting your ſelves with Gods own infti- 
tated Worſhip, and in the way that himſelf hath 
preſcribed, here you need fexr noexce(s, but muſt 
ſtrive to (er vethe Lord, with all your heart, with 
all your foul, with all your mind,*and with all your 
firength, Mark 12. 30. For, In e uon poteſt eſſe 
nimium, quod eſſe maximum debet. 

Conlider a little, I beſeech you, and ponder 
the matter; Can you do too mich to deliver 
your ſouls from the wrath to come, from the 
torments of Hell, from the bitter howlings, and 
Jamentation of everlaſting burnings, together 
vith the vengeance of eternal fire ? Can you do 


too much for that God that made you,or for that 
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Chriſt who hath redeemed you with his own 
blood ? Is not he upon equal terms with you, nay, 


is he not before hand with you ? It he call upon| --- 


you to be zealous, was nor he firſt conſumed with 
zeal in your behalf? If he call you out co bear 
the Croſs, did ne not firſt bear a greater croſs for 


your ſake > Can you,1n one word, do too much] . 


for a crown of Life, too much for an hgavenly 
Kingdom, too much for a far more exceeding, 
arid eternal weight of Glory ? Certainly, . my 
Beloved, you may afſſoon do too much to eſcape 
the vengeance of eternal Fire, too much for 
Godin Chriſt, for Heaven, and Eternal glory, 
as ever do too much inthe matters of true Re- 
ligion, in the duties. of Gods Worſhip ; Why 
will you not then be diligent therein, endea- 
vouring to do them with all your might ? 

4. Conſider, In falſe Religions, there are none 
more magnified than the diligent , who lay out then- 
ſelves therein, with all their might. The Turks 


are zealous of their Mahomet, the Sidonians of | 


Bell and Dragon, the Priefts of Baal of their I- 
dol, the Papiſts of their Reliques, Crucifixes, 
Tmages ; and each Sed of their own-fuperſtitious 
Obſervances : but yet none amongft them all 6 
much admired as thoſe that out-ftrip their fellows 
in an exceſs of Superſtition. Thus in Popery, lie 
that is moſt cruel to his own fleſh, moſt afliduous 
at his Beads, moſt macerated with ſuperſtitions 
Penance, and moſt frequently proſtrated before 
his Idols, 1s of all other moſt admired for-:the 


oreateſt Saint. Oh, why ſhould not an holy]. 


ftrictne$&beas much endeavoured, and admired, 
45a {uperſtitious trictnels! Why ſhould not —_— 
; nels 


neſs, diligence, and induſtry, be as much per- 
.Jued in a crue, as in afalſe Religion ? Why ſhould 
any do more for their dumb Idols, than we for 
_— and in the ſervice, of che Living 
:'God ? | | | 


5. Conlider, You can have no further evidence of 


- the truth of your Grace, than you are diligent in the 
' duties of Gods Worſhip, endeavouring to do them with 
 alf® your might. ©ui non zelat, non amat, is 2. 


ſure rule ; He that hath no zeal for God, hath 6 
love to him 3 And, to be ſure, that man had ne- 


ver yet the leaft mite of grace in his ſoul, who 1s 


not diligent in things that relate to Gods glory, 
ahd his own Salvation, endeavouring to do them 


- with all his might. For grace, you muſt know, 
- puts no bounds to holineſs, ' ſaying, Hitherto ſhalt 


thou goand no further. He that makes God his 
end,;thinks he can never have enough of God,nor | 

do too much for God. Such an one, though his- 
a&ions of holineſs, and his forwardneſs in the 


 wayes of God, over-run his credit, and over- 


throw his eſtate in the world ; yet he cares not, 
at leaft he never repents it. For, it 1s not his 
end to ferve himſelf, but to ferve the God of 
Heaven, who at length will make amends for all, - 


 npon himſelf, As 21. 13. 


Whatis ic then,my Brethren, that your hearts 
pant after, and you moſt defire, longing to be 
aſſured of it? Iz it nor, that you arepaſlſed al- 
ready from Death'to Life, that the finger of God 
hath been at work with you, tranſlating you out 


[of afſtateof Nature, into a ſtate of Grace? Is 
' It not, to befhore, that your ſpirits ſhall be ſaved 


in the day of the Lord, that you are already 
H 4 | ws 
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fanctified here, and ſhall therefore be ſaved heres 
after: \Oh, this is the way to pur all out of 
doubr, be willing ro ſpend, and be ſpent, in the 
duties of Gods Worlhip, endeavouring at. all 

"times to d > them with all your might! _ 

Many amongtt us complain for want of Afſi- 

rance, and no wonder, for they want that Dli-' 
cence whereby they ſhould make cheir Calling 
and Ele&ion ſure! 2 Pet. 1. 10. 6 
'S 6. Conlider, How diligent you have formerly 
been in the ways of (in, and will you not much more 
be diligent inthe ways of God, in things relating to 
bis Glory, and your own everlaſiing Felicity ? . Men 
that have imployed cheir Members, as inftru- 
ments of Righteouſneſs unto 1niquity, : ſhould 
not they much more imploy their Members as In- 
ftruments of Righteouſne(s, unto Holineſs ? 
Men that have ſpent their time,exhauſting their 
ſtrength 1n the ſervice of Satan 3 ſhouſd not they 
much more give diligence to redeem their time, 
and lay out their ftrength i in the {ſervice of God ? 

In the ways of in} you were never. tyred, but 
went on indefatigably towards Hell, purſuing 
with all your might, thoſe things which have no 

Fruic but ſhame,' nor no wages but death 3 I, but 
in the ſervice of God, you have a prize before 

you, an abiding City, an Immarceſcible Crown 

of Life to fix your thoughts upon 3 Why then 

ſhould you nor, by way of holy revenge, be dili- 

cgenttherein, endeavouring to do Gods will with 

all your ftrengri, and heart, and mighe? To: 
have been diligent, my Brethren, in the wayes of 

.of {in, and yet now to be negligent in the ways 

or Gol; to conſume our ftrength in making 

| provi 
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proviſion for the fleſh, & not be willing to ſpend 


and be ſpent in making provifion againk ererniry 


for our immortal Souls; Oh, me thinks, this 
thould ſhame us, and make us double our dili- 


gence 1n Heaven's way, for the time tocome! 

7. Conſider, How much work you have lying up= 
on your hands , and let that make you with diligence 
ſet about it, reſolving to do it with aj your might. In 
Chriſtianity, the whole frame and conſtitution 
of a man, muſt be changed; and all that ever 
he did amiſs, muſt be undone again by Repen- 
trance. There 1s Self to de denied, there is the 


World to be crucified, there is the Fleſh to be 


mortifted, with all its inordinate affe&tions and 
Iuſts; there isalſo the Will of Godin all things 
to be obſerved, and, is thisa ſmall matter, doth 
it not call for diligence? doth icnot call for all - 
manner of ſerious endeavours at our hands? 

- Havewe a God to ſerve, and a Soul to (ave? 
have we ſo many Temptations to overcome, ſo 
many Corruptions to ſnake off, {0 many Myſte- 
ries to ſtudy , ſo many Promiles to believe, fo 
many Works to finiſh, ſo many Commands of 
God to be obeyed, and that withall our hearty 
and with all our might; and yer thall wedare to 
ſtand idle, and be ſJoathful 2 Oh, this multipli- 
city of bulineſs that lies upon our hands, ſhould 
make us up, and be doing with all our might. 
You may talk much, but, if you lay not your 
bones to the work, you can never gothrough 
it 


ne 7 Conſider, The life of Religion ftands mainly. 


inthe diligent purſuit of God's glory, and our own 


| ſalvation, andin the doing of things relating there-, © 


fo, 


(102) 
to, with all our might. The blind world doats up. 
on I know not what medlocrities in Religion, 


thinking it's hard if men cannot be ſaved without | 


ſomuch a-do : But the truth 1s, A man 15 never 


Religious indeed,” nor rightly affe&ted cowards] : 


the kingdom of Heaven, till he purſue it with fo 
much zeal, contention, and hoſy violence, that 
nien count him to be beſide himſelf. For fo we 
find the carnal Relations of our blefſed Lord 
judged of Him; Who, when he was zealous in 
doing his Father's Will, and fo intent upon it, 
that He had no leiſure to eat his meat, they went 
out to lay hold of him, tor they ſaid, He 7 beſide 
hin(elf, Mark 3-21. The like cenſure doth Feſftu 
paſs upon diligent Pay}, when earneſtly endea- 
youring to win men tothe Golpel, Paul ( faith 
' he ) Thou art befide thy ſelf, much learning doth 
make thee mad, AQts 26. 24, To be carried on 
with an holy violence in our Chriſtian race, it's 
the very life and foul of Chriftianity, That 
which the bcilows are to the forge, diligence is 
to the ſou}, an inkindler of graces that which 
natural heat is to the body, diligenceis to the 
ſpirit, a preſerver of grace 3 it's the quinteflence 
of graces diſtilled; the marrow, and life of Re- 
tigion, the higheſt pitch, and hyperbole of Holi- 
neſs. Ohthen, give diligence in all the duties 
of God's Worſhip,and ſee chat you do them with 
all your might. If ( my Brethren ) you turn 
not your Notions of God, into zealons Motions 
far Him, and his glory, they will never avall 
you. For the Kingdom of God confiſteth not 
in word, but in Power; you cannot take it by 
negligence, bur, if ever you will enter therein, 
C55. K 
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it muſt be by violence. In this reſpe&, the king- 


dom' of Heaven may well be-compared to Ca- 


 .naan, which was, though 'a Land of Promiſe, 


yet of Conquelt coo ! 
9. Conſider, How eagerly, and with what might, 


. wicked men go 0n-in a courſe of ungydlineſs, and let 


thi make you double your diligence in the wayes of 


. bolineſl. *Tis ſaid of wicked men, That they ſleep 
not, except they have done miſchief-:' Naw, thall 


ſleep depart from them in doing'evil, and fhall 
ve be {Jothful, ſuffering ſleep to ſeizeupon us n 
doing that which is good ? Wicked men, faith 


. the Prophet, do evil with both hands earneſtly, 


and ſhall not we be diligent, doing good with 
both our hands, Micah 7. 3 ? : 

Wicked men are as: {wift Dromedaries in the 
wayes of fin, and ſhall we be as dull Aﬀes in the 


. 
-. 


ſervice of God? And ſhall they be more dili- 


gent in doing fuch things as will damn them, 
chan we in purſuit of ſuch things as will certain=- 
ly fave us? Shall they take more pains to goto, 
Hell, than we to go to Heaven? What reaſon \ 
can you ſee for this, unleſs men could imagine © 
chat damnation is more defirable than falvati- 
on; and hell tabe choſen before heaven and 
eternal glory, | | 
' Is, Confider, There # nothing more odiows and 
diſpleaſing to the God of Heaven, than for ten tobe 
ſothful in the duties of. his Worſhip, net firiving to 
do them with all their might ? Such men arenei- 


ther hot nor cold, and therefore God threatens 


to ſpue them out of his mouth ; giving us clearly 
thereby to underſtand, how highly diſpleaſing it 


Isto him, to ſee us ſlothful, out-{ided, and negli- 


gent 


I04. 
gent in the duties of his Worſhip, Rev. 3. 16, 
Againſt none doth God's wrath wax more hor, 
than againſt ſuch as are cold in his ſervice. The 
formalicy of ſuch men 1s as odious to him, as o- 
ther mens open hoſtility. 

If therefore you debre not the frowns, but the 
ſmiles of the God whom you Worlhip 3 if you 
would not offend but pleaſe him, and find favour 
in his fight, be not ſlothfu], but diligent in all the 
duties of his Worſhip, endeavouring to do them 
with all your might! | 

11. Conſider, All thoſe that are negligent in the 
duties of God's Worſhip,not labouring to do them with 
all their might, lie under a citrſe, Jer.48.1G. Curſed 
be he that doth the work of the Lord deceitfully. If 

ou be negligent 13 holy Exercifes, not laying 
-- forth your ſelves witi all your might you deal 
with God deceitfully, and therefore you are 
- cwuſed with a curſe, becauſe, having a Male in 
your flock, you ra unto God a corrupt thing, 

Mal. 1. 14. And hall not all this quicken you to 
diligence inthe wayes of God? Shall not this 
make you lay forch your ſelves wita all your 
might ? Oh, how can you ſtand under fo dread- 
fal a curſe! Or, Whois there in all the world 
that can bleſs you, 1f the curſe of God abide up- 
on you? As Iſaac laid of Facob, T have bleſſed him, 
yea, and he ſhall be bleſſed : So, thou that art ſloth- 
ful in the wayes of God, thou that art negligent, 
out-fided, and formalin Religious exerciſes, not 
doing them with all thy might, the God cf Hea- 
ven hath curſed thee; yea, and thou fhalt be 
curſed. 


12. Conſider, To be diligent in things relating 
to 
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to God's glory, and your ed, ſalvation, doing them 
with all your might, i that wherein your ſelves are 
maſt neerly concerned Whatever you lay out for 
God on E:ic:1, you do but lay up. for your ſelves 
in Heaven ; and ihall not ti1i» quicken you ? To 
be doing with all o.ir mighe the Willof God, is 
nat ſo much our duty, as our priviiedge ; there's 
Salvation in every one of God's Command- 
ments ; and when obſerved with diligence, they, 
all center 1n blefſedneſs, . and can we then chuſe 
but be diligenc? The Commands of God ( my 
beloved ) are not grievous, neither ſhould we 
count them ſo;becauſe profitable and advantagi- 
ous to all that diiigently keep chem. 

The Lord ſeeks not Fimlelf, but the cood of 
- lis People in all his Commandments. tis bids 
us ſow to the Spirit, not that He may reap any 
thing thereby, b:it that we, of the Spirit, may 
reap life everiaiting. 

He requireth, that we ſhould 5e zealous of 
good works ; bt 10 rather, that he may give us 
wages, than that «< Himielf ſh1:44? get any thing 
by our working. He puts us (co be ſhore) in his 
vineyard, not 'to gather vintage for 4:m, but 
that we our ſelves may get the harveſt of eter- 
nal glory. 

Oh then, mind it ſeriouſly I beſeech you, if 
God intend not his own, but our advantage in-. 
all His commands; Shali we nor diligently ob- 
ſerve them, and (o them with all our mighr ? 
What, Muſt the great God ftoop below Himſelf, 
and have ſuch a ſtir with yon, to do you good ? 
Muft He ſo belſeech you to be happy, and follow 
yon with daily importunities, to make you dili- 
gent 
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- #enc abouc-thoſe things, wherein your ſelves are 
moſt neerly concerned ? 


13. Conſider, Things relating to God's ploy, 


and your own ſaluation, are matters of ever efting' 
conſequence ; and ſhould you not then be diligent in 


them, endeavouring to do them with all your might ?' 
Zeuxes ( that famous Limner ) being demanded, 


Why he was fo exaG&, diligent, and curious about 
his work? Anſwered, Diu pingo, quia eternitati 


pingo : Tam long in painting, becauſe I paint for: 
an eternity. And ſhould not we ( my beloved )' 
mach more be diligent in matters of Religion, : 
doing them with all our might, when we know ' 
them to be things of everlaſting conſequence ?' 
Non tranſeunt opera noſtra, fieut tranfire videntur, '\ 
ſed velut eternitatis ſemina jaciuntur. All our' 
works, though they be a&s of time, and fo, ſhort | 
in performance ; yet they ſhall all have an eter-" 
nal recomperice. We al] paint unto eternity ; 


every one of our ations tends to an eternity of 


| Joyes, or an eternity of Torments, as being all 
of them ſeeds of eternity ; which, though they 


be ſown in this world, yet they ſhall ſpring upin 
the next. 
My Brethren, we Preach, we Read, we Hear, 


we Pray, and all for Eternity. If cheſe, and the. 
like duties of Chriſtianity , be performed dili-' 
gently by us, and with all our might, they make ' 


us everlaſtingly happy ; bur, if negligently, and 
ina {lothful manner, they make ns everlaſtingly . 
miſerable, we are undone for ever. Think then 


of what eternal and everlaſting conſequence 
theſe things are, and then be negligent about | 


them, if you can ! : 
14. Con- 


; ( 107 
14+ Conſider, Tobe diligent in the wayes of God, 
endeavouring with all your might, to walk therein, is 


«| you greateſt Ornament. Labor ſplendare decoratur. 


Agivity in the duties of God's Worſhip doch 
eanoble a Chriftian ; - it makes him reſemble 
God, who is a moſt pure aa, and ſobecomes an 


| enfign of His glory, a badge of honour to 


Him. 

. The Great Ones of the world thinkit were to 
go below themſelves, ſhould they be zealous in 
Religion 3 for them to Pray, to hear the Word 


| in ſeaſon, and outof ſeaſon, and tolay out them» 
|| ſelves in the duties of God's Worſhip, with all 
| their might, they judge it ſome kind of difpa- 
14: ragement; Religion, they think, may do well for 
'| men of a meaner rank; but for Nobles, and 
'| Gentlemen, it's too great a ſtain : Bur, had David . 
1 ſuch thonghts of God's wayes, when he danced 


before the Ark with all his might ; yea, when up- 
on that very account he was reproached by his 


| own Wife; Did he not count it his honour, and 


a glory to himſelf ? 

Settle it then, I beſeech you, upon your hearts, 
that, To be diligent in the wayes of God,endea- 
youring to ſerve him with all your might, is not 


| matter of ſhame, but of glory ; it argues no baſe, 

| but a noble, heroick, Spirit. For, what, I beſeech 
| yau, can more adorn a man, than true Virtue, 
| than egglorifie God, and be glorified by Him ? 


15. Conſider, Tobe diligent in theſe things, en- 
dequouring to do them with all your might, will be 


| matter of fingular comfort in a dying hour. This will 


- i] be adeath-bed Cordial; and when all orher com» 


4 forts ſtand a-loof, this alone will ſtand by you, 


ro 


-,. Ing, but then is your day of rewarding ; this i; 


 (o0s;) 
to give you comfort. A man that hath been hiard 
at work. all the day, will ſteep quietly at night: 


So, Chriſtians, having been labouring hard in} 


God's vineyard all your life, Oh, with what com- 
fort may you lay down your heads at the nightef 
Death, upon a pillow of duſt, in hope of a joy- 
ful Reſurre&ion ! 

Be Death as terribleas it will to all wicked and 
flothful Servants, yet you that have been dili- 
gent to improve your Lord's Talent, may enter- 
tain it with comfort. This 1s your day of work 


your ſeed-time, but then comes your harveſt, 
Thongh now you figh and mourn, yet then you 
ſhall fingand rejoyce. Then you ſhall ſee the tra- 


vel of your Souls, and ve ſatisfied ; then you ſhall] 


nor repent that you were diligent in things rela- 
ting to God*s glory, and your own falvation, 
ftriving to do them with all your might. For 
then, remember that Death, which is asa Trap- 
door, tolet the wicked down into Hell, you hall 
find it a Porta], a Gate,co let your Souls into Hea- 
Ven::-.- ? | 

As therefore yon would ever have comfort 1n 
a dying hour, in the day-that your riches, your 
friends, and all your worldly comforts ſhall be 
taken from you; Oh, now be diligent in the 
wayes of God, now labour for the meat that 
endures to eternal life, now work out yqyr own 
ſalvation with fear and trembling. For, conli- 
der it as men that have reaſon, you cannot avoid 
the ſtroke of Death; that fatal hour will ſhortly be 
upon you, ſet as leight by it now as you will; 
and, Oh, with what horrour will your Souls be 
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fled, and what bloody agonies will you then be 


in,' if now you trifle out your time, not endea- 


youring by the holineſs of your lives, to lay in 


conforts againſt the terrours of death ! | 
, 16. Conſider, The welfare of your immortal 
Souls, depends upon your diligence in the wayes 

God: In the Ship, Chriſtian, of chy rehi1gious en- 


'deavours,1s embarqueda Jewel,more worth than 


ten thouſand worlds; and if, through negli- 
gence, thou ſuffer chat to ſink, thy Soul muſt 


fink; and be undone for ever. 


My Brethren, If we can ſave our Souls, though 
we loſe the world, irs a gainful loſs ; but, if we- 
lofe our Souls, though we gain the whole world3 
yet our gains will undo us, Mat.16.26. 


_- 'The Merchant that vencures All in ons high 
if the Ship be loft, he is quite broken : Chriſtt- 
-an, remember thou haſt but one Soul, and if that. 


be gone, All is gone. | : 
«© God ( faith Chryſoftome ) hath given thee 
& two eyes, if thou loſeſt one,thou haſt another 2 
FT but, God hath given thee but one Soul;: and 
* if that miſcarry, thou are quite undone. . © 
\ There isno loſs inallthe world, to be compa- 
red with the loſs of an Immortal Soul; other 
loſſes may be made up again: If a man loſe this 
Healch, he may recover it again; if he loſe his 


Eftate, he may gec it up again ; On,but if heloſe 


his Soul, this 1s an eternal loſs ; the Soul once 
loft, is loſt for ever ; this loſs can never be repair- 


ed, nor made up again. 
' And ſhall not this Conſideration quicken you 


to diligence in the wayes of God ; ſhall it not fill 
your hand with opportunities, and put a ſpur 
£ bpon 


ous, is embarqued therein? For your Bodies, 
which muſt ſhortly craw] with worms, & monlder 
into duſt, you are exceſſively careful: And will 

ou then have no care of your immortal Souls, 
of your Souls, that,according to your diligence, 
or neglizence, in the ſervice of God here, muſt 
be happie or mi:erable hereafter, to all ererniry? 
Oh, Who would not rather ſpend, and be {pent 
in the (ſervice of God, than loſe his immortal 


Soul, and be miſerable in the loſs thereof, to all I 


eternity ! 

17. Conſider, How mightily Chriſt laid out Him 
felf for us, and let that make us willing to fpend, and 
be ſpent for Him, The work of our Redempti- 
on, though the moſt difficult province in all che 
world, yet Chriſt went through with it, Foh.17.4. 
So was Chriſt's heart ſet upon the work of out 
Redemption, that He ſuffered contradi&ion of 
finners, endured the croſs, deſpiſed the ſhame 
thereof, and brake through all difficulties that 
ftood in the way, humbling Himſelf unto death 
for our ſakes. | 


* Now, Did Chritt thus work for ns with all Bis] 


might, and ſhall not we, by way of gratitude, be 
diligent in the work of Obedience to his Com- 
mandments, endeavouring to do it with all our 
might ? Did He bleed for our Redemprion, and 
ſhail not we ſweat in working out our own Salva- 


tion with fear and trembling? Did He ſuffer] 


ſuch a bloody Agonie, to ſet open the gate into 
the kingdom of Heaven ; and ſhall not we ftrive 
even to an agonie, to enter in thereat ? Did He, 
10 a word, fo willingly lay down His life for or 
an 


= | 
upon your endeav@urs, when a Jewel, ſo precie | 


TT - CIT 
and ſhall not we, wich all our might, lay ont onr 
lives for Him, as willing to ſpend and be ſpent in 
His ſervice ? 

Oh, let us not fay of any duty chat Chriſt 
commands us, (though it beto pull cut a right 
eye, to cut ofi a right hand, to forego our dear= 


_ eſt Juſts and enjoyments for His ſake) this is 4 


hard work, Who can doit! For, hath not Chriſt 
done harder work for us? If he call ns to deny 
our ſelves, did not he firſt deny Himſelf, His eaſe, 
His glory, yea, His life for our ſakes ? 

18, Confider, Ton have yet time, and an oppor- 


 tunity of doing with all your might, the things rela- 


ting to God's glory, and your own (alvation. This 
Exbortation, to the damned in hell, wou!d be un- 


' ſeaſonable ; for the ſeaſon.,of Grace is over with 


them :. But yon ( my beloved ) through a mi- 
racle of condeſcending Love, have yet time to 
work, are yet within che poſlibilicy of Salvation, 
and have a fair opportunity wherein to make 
your ſelves everlaſtingly happie, if you will but 
improve it with all your might, Behold, now 1% 
is the accepted time, now is the day of falvati- 


| on. Oh, therefore, no longer ſtand idle, but 


whilſt yet you have time, provide for eter- 
nity ! | EH 
| Now God commands, now the Spirit brethes, 
now Miniſters befeech; yer you nave time to 
work in, yet you have light to work by ; Oh, 


_ therefore conſider, and know in this the day of - 


your Viſitation, what concerns your everlaſting 
peace, that you may ſet about it in good ear- 

neſt ! | 
Though {( Chriſtians ) the Gate of Heaven be 
4 {trazrc, 
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ſtrait, yet conſider, it ſtands open ; and therefore 
ſee that you ſtrive cogoin thereat. The date of 
your Day 15 not yet exſ{pired ; work then whilſt 
you have the Day, for. the Night comes when you 
cannot work, The Term-time of Grace 1s not 
yet over 3 now therefore plead with God for the 
lives of your immortal Souls. The King of Glo- 
ry doth yet hold forth the golden Scepter of His 


Grace toyon;z now, therefore, lay hold upon it. 


with ali your might, that yon may not die, but 
live for ever. You have yet ( my Brethren ) a 
fair gale for Heaven ; Oi therefore, without de- 
lay, loofen anchor from in, and hoyft up the ſails 
of your Souls while the Wind blows, if ever you 
defire to arrive at the Port of Happineſs, to be 


landed ſafe at che ſhore of eternal Reſt. The ' 


Glaſs of your lives, in a word, is not yet run 
out 3 nor your Sun gone down ina cloud ; but 
ſtill you have a comfortable Seed-time; Oh, 
therefore, defer no longer, but now ſow to the 
Spitit, if ever you would of the Spirit reap life 
everlaſting. 

19. Conſider, The great uncertainty of Goſpel- 
oppor tunities, and how ſoon the date of Mercy will be 
over with you. The time of our life being ſo ſhort, 
to be lire our day of grace cannot be long ; and 


yet Who knows, bur the day of our life may out- 


date our day of grace? Goſpel-opportimities 
are very precious, but very uncertain ; they will 
not alwaies laſt: and there is none can tel] how 
ſoon they may end. . The Sun knows the time of 
his going down ; but the ſons of Men cannat tell 
thetime when the Sun of cheir life ſhall ſer, and 
the day of grace end with them, | 
Now 
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Now thon haſt the light, but it is uncertain 
how long it will ſhine- upon thee ; now thou haſt 
the word of the Goſpel, but it 1s uncertain how 
long thou {halt hear that Joyful ſound ; now thou 
haſt a door of Mercy ſer before thee, but it is un- 
certain how long it ſhal: ſtand open to thee, nor 
canſt thou tell how ſoon it may be ſhut againſt 
thee : Oh then,ſeeing the uncertainty of Goſpel- 


opportunities is lo great, and. that the date of 


Mercy will ſo ſoon be over, be diligent now in 
the wayes of God, and whatever thy hand findeth 
to do therein, do it with all thy might. 

Ol: finner, thou chat arr ſtill reſolved to go 
on 1n the carelels negle&t of God, and thy own 
Soul, me-thinks I] hear thy Paſling-Bell go, and 
that dolefully; thy golden Hour of grace will 
ſoon run out, and the Sun of thy life godownin 
a cloud ; And ſhall nor this awaken thee co dili- 
cence 1n the wayes of God? Fat thou notears 


, to ſhed over a dy.ng Soul, over a departing Go- 


ſpe], over thoſe precious ſeaſons of Grace wheres 
inthy happineſs 1s bound up, confidering, how 
quickly thou art like to Joſe them ! 

20, Conlider, Whether you be diligent or neg 
gent ; whether you lay forth your (elves in the wayes 
of God, providing for eternity with all your might ,or 
not ; yet your time runneth on. Time and Tide, we 
ſay, itayes no man's leiſure 3 you cannot ſtay the 
Chariot-wheel of Time, nor ſtop the Sun of 
your lives, in its courſe towards the Weſt of 
death ; and ſhould nor all this add wings to our 
endeavours, making us diligent in the wayes of 
God, that the Time of our life, out-run not the 
work of our life, 

Il 3 Oar 
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Our lives ( my Brethren )unravel apace; like 


Oyl in che Lamp, which continually waſtethz 
and as the Hour-glaſs which ftoppeth not till all 
be run out, ſuch 1s the life of every man; Who 
then can ſtand idle any longer, not labouring to 
improve his time which ſo twiftly flies, and will 
{o ſoon be gone, do what we will ! 

When a man 1s in a Ship at Sea, heis ſtill 
paſſing on towards the Haven, whatſoever his em- 
ployment be, whether ſleeping, or waking : So, 
you that are {Jotaful in the wayes of God , thou 
that arc nezligent In the work of the Lord; thou 
that canſt-ilcight the things that are of everla- 
ſting conſequence, making leight of heaven and 
hell ; conſider, the day of thy life is continually 
paſling on towards that Haven, which will land 
chee upon the coaſts of Ecernity. And is thy life 
indeed paſling on, and thy glaſs continually 1un- 
ning ; Oh then, do not you ſtand idle ! The night 
comes on us ( you know ) unavoidably, whether 


our work be done orno : So, there is a night of | 


Death coming upon thee, whether the work of 
thy life be done, or undone ! 

©21. Conjider, The time # at hand, when you will 
with you had been diligent 'n the ſervice of God, en- 
dea:ouring to do it with all your might. Whillt 
Judgement, Death, and Hell, are at a diſtance, 
It's eaſie to make leighr of them; and few there 
are, that ſo improve their time, to make provi- 
jon againſt them : 1, but when once death ſhall 
ſeize upon you, judgement over-take you, and 


your poor Souls come at length to be chained up 


by the almighty hand of God, in the priſon of 
hell, amongſt the damned ſpirits, chen you _ 
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ſge what it is to negle& your time, to ſtand idle 
all cine day in God's vineyard, and to trifle in 


matcers of everlaſting conſequence ! Oh, how- 


willingiy would you taen ſpend, and be ſpentin 
the work of the Lord, were there but the leaft 
ground of hope remaining for you! Yea, how 
gladly would you then be ſtrict, preciſe, and 
diligent in the wayes of God, ſerving him with 
all your mizghe for ten thouſand years togerher, 
mizhe vou hvt purchafe ro your ſeives thereby 
one moment”> releale trom thoſe infernal flames, 


whe: ein you muſt .:e for ever tormented, but ne- }. 


ver con:umed ! Believeir (Sirs) you will not al- 
wayes be able to jegſt at heaven, and he!l, nor to 
fl{ight things relating ro G.d's glory, and your 
own ſalvation, as now you do, To be punifhed 
with everlaftins defirution, frcm the preſence of 
God, and the glory of his Power, to dwell with 
everlaſting burnings, and to lie as a fire-brand 
In hell, to all eternity ; no heart can poſſibly me- 


. dicate the cterrour of ſich a doom : Oh, bur that 


which will put an accent upon all this miſery, 
and fill the poor Soul, that muſt for ever lie under 
it, with everlaſting, furious, heart-rending re» 
flections upon his own madneſs will be this, That 
he had ſometime an opportunity to elcape all 
this ; but through negligence, would not improve 
it, would not give diligence co eſcape the venge= 
ance of eternal fire! | 

22. Conſider, What d tranſcendently great, and 
glorious reward the Lord will beſtow upon all that are 


| diligent in things that relate to Hi glory, and their 


own ſalvation, endequouring to do them with all 
their might. Say the world what they will of Re- 
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ligion, and the wayes of God; yetif webedili- 
gent therein, we thall find Him a plentiful rewar- 
der of all our labours, Heb.11.6. When men are 
diligent in the duties of God's Worſhip, endea- 
vouring to do them with all their might, they 
have Heaven and Earth entailed upon them : this 
gives them much in poſſeſſion, the promiſe of the 
life that now is 3 bur infinitely more in reverſi- 
on, the promiſe of the lite that is to come, 
1 Tim.4.s. Oh then, What will be able co quicken 
you co diligence in the wayes of God, provoking 
you to ſerve the Lord with all your might; if 
not, the Conſideration of that Crown , that 
'Kingdom, that eternal weight of Glory that a- 
bides you in another world ? Shall the men of 
theworld riſe early, go to bed late, and eat the 
bread of carefulne(s ; and all this for ſuch things 
as periſh in the nſing, and will not you doas 
much for a Kingdom that can never be moved ? 
Haſt thou ( Chriſtian ) ſuch a crown, and yet 
Tun no faſter; ſuch a triumph, and yet fight che 
battels of the Lord with no more aGivity ; ſuch 
a Lord, and yet labonr ſo flothfully, when thy 
ſervice is attended with ſuch fulneſs of Re- 
ward ? 
Oh, never think you can doenough for that 
God, who will ſhortly ſet you aſhore on the Land 
of Promiſe : Bur as you ever delire to be happie, 


g1i\ediligence now to be holyz;as ever you would 


have a Manſion of Glory in the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, ſee now; that you ſerve the Lord with all 
your might, ſtriving hard toenter in at theſtrait 
Gate ! | 
 Tobepreſent with the Lord, and that for e- 
| ver, 
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ver, to behold thelight of his conntenance ,and 
that ſhining upon us in its full ſtrength, what ' 
greater Joy, and happineſs can onr hearcs delire ? 
If one days communion with God on Earth, be 
better then a thouſand elſe where; what ſhail we 
then think of immediate communion with God 
in Heaven, not for a Day that is ſoon over, 
but for thouſands and millions of Years, for a 
long and bleſſed Eternity, chat will never be 
over £ 

23. Conſider, If now you be diligent in things 
relating to Gods glory, and your own Salvation, do- 
ing them with all your might, not only ſhall you be 
rewarded ; but the more diligent you are, the greater 
ſhall be your reward in Heaven. Every ſoul that 
is diligent in the ways of God, ſhall havea King- 
dom, but the more any man lays out himſelf 
for God, the higher ſhall be his place in the 
. Kingdom of Heaven. 

He that hath done more, ſhall receive more; 
He that ſows plentifully the Seeds of Grace, ſhall 
reap a more plentifu] crop of Glory, 2 Cor. 9.6. 

That therefore, you may a& more diligently 
in the ways of God, conlider this; the more 
work you do, the more glory you ſhall have ; and 
the more you lay out your ſelves for God here, 
the greater reward will God lay up for you in 
Heaven | 
| 24. Conſider this for your incouragement, 

That you have but a while to work , and then comes 
. your reward. As DoCtor Taylor, when going to 
the ſtake, faid; T have but two ſiiles to go over, and 
then T ſhall be at my Father's Houſe : So, you that 


are diligent in the ways of God, you have but 
two 
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two ftiles to go over, a few difficulties to break 


thraugh, and then you will be at your Fache!*s 
Houſe, where you ſhall rake poſſeſſion of | ternal 
manſions of _— The time of your lives 
Chriſtians, being fo ſhort, certain it 1s, that the 
work of your life cannot be lcng; though there. 


fore you ſhould find it tedious, yet do it with all | 


your might, reſolving to go thio.ga with it, and 
before you be well aware, you will be amongſt 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfet, and have the 
Crown of glory ſet upon your head, Rev. 22.12, 
Oh then ! be not weary in well doing, and 
your reward is ſure, Do bit run with patience, 
and you win the Crown. Do but fight a while, 
and the Victory, the Triumph 1s yours. Dobut 
hawld out working diligently in Gods Vineyard 
the whole day of your life, and you are lure to 
2. /receive the-pen#of Eternal glory, at the eve- 
ning of your death. f 
25.Conſider, hat everlaſtingly dreadfu' and un 
_ conceivable "Peper thoſe in the world to come, 
who are ſlothful in this, not (ſtriving to ſerve the Lord 
' withall their might. The pains of duty, are no- 
thing to the corments that follow the negle& of 
duty : And to be ftre, you that cannot away 
with working for God, ſhall have your part 1n 
ſuffering che wrath of God. The ſlothful ſer- 
vant that improved not his Talent, was caſt into 
utter darkneſs : Taofe that improve not their 
time, their ſtrength, and all for God, ſhall un- 
- doubtedly be caſt ont at Jength inco utter dark» 
neſs, There ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth 
Mar.. 25. 3O. | 
Oh then, conſider theſe things all you a 
1ave 
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have hitherto been negligent in the work of the 


Lord. Is it not better for us to do, than ſuffer his 
will ! You chat cry out, you cannot away with fo - 
much ſtritneſs, and diſicence; Do you think . * 
you can ſuffer mcre eaſily the revenge of Eter- 
aal fire? Though the ways of God be tedious to 
fleſh and blood, yetis it not better that the fleſh 
ſhould be croſie4 a while, c:1an tormented for 
ever ? Is it not better that we ſhould be diligent 
in things relating to God glory, and our own 
Salvation, ftriving co do them withall our might, 
than that. turough nezligence, we ſhould fall 
ſhort of the glory of Cod, and be damned for 
ever? Is it nor, ina word, better that we ſhould 
all of us go ſweating to Heaven, than {leeping 
to Hell. 

Be the duties of hriftianity, never fo tedi- 
ous and difficult, yet to be ſure it's ten Thou- 
ſand times better co diſcharge them with all our 
might, than that,negle&inzthem, you ſhould for 
ever be under Gods wrath, and be damned 
eternally ! 

26. And laſtly, Conſider, If you loſe your. op- 
portunity, not ſerving the Lord with all your might, 
you loſe it for ever. Though men will not ſet. 
bounds to their tin, yet God hath ſet bounds to 
his patience; There is a time when the Sun of 
Gods patience will ſet; and, being once ſer. it 
will never return any degrees backward. . Thoſe 
five fooliſh Virgins witneſs this, who unprovi- 
ded!y {lept till the Bridegroom came, and were 
therefore ſhut ont from the wedding. 

' They, who negle&Qed gathering Manna in the 
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fix days, might ſeek it on the ſeventh, but all in 


vain: So, they who refuſe to gather the Mannz 
of Grace in this liſe, ſhall ſeek 1t with tears in 
the next, bur all in vain. The Sun ſets, and 
riſeth again ; but if the day of Grace, an{ the 


day of thy life be once ended, it can never be 


recalled. 

Non relinquitur hoſtia pro peccdtore, in peccatis 
mortuo. nec deſcendit in interos ſanguis ſuper ter 
ram effuſus God will ne-er ſend his Prophets to 
the Grave, nor ere& a Pulpit in Hell, for the 
Preaching of Repentance and Mercy, to thoſe 
that are dead in their tins. Oh then, confider 
this, and be {lothful no more, but lay out your 
ſelves for Fternity, with all your might. Now, 
my Brethren, 1s the day of Salvation 3 let go 
this preient day without improvement, and, for 


ought you know, you ſhall never have another. 


However, t1ey who, in the day of Grace, ſtop 
their ears at God, calling them to Repentance, 
will find God ſtop hjs ears at them, begging for 
Mercy. They who refuſe the profers of Grace 


in this Life, may hereafter ſeek for entrance, but | 


ſhall not be admitred. 
Oh therefore, make Religion your buſineſs, 
and be not flothful therein, but, fervent in ſpirit, 

ſerving the Lord,wich all your might ? 
Chriſtians, there 15 no work in the Grave 
whither you are all haſtning ; there you ſhall ne 
ver have the leaſt apportunity,though you would 
give ten thouſand worlds for it; Whatever 
therefore you have to 'do for God and your own 
ſouls, do it with all your heart, with all your 
ſtrength, 
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firengeh, and with all your might, For there is 


xo work , 207 device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom. in 
the Grave, whither we are all of us going : The 
Grave is a place of reſting from our works, and 
not of working for reſt, and FEcernal glory. 
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For thus ſaith the High and Lofty 
One, that Inhabiteth eternity, whoſe 
Name zs holy, I dwell :in' the High 
and Holy place, with him alſo thatis 
_ of a contrite and humble Spirit; to 
revive the ſpirit of the humble, and 
to revive the heart of the contrite 

Ones. Rs 


Od, who is rich in Mercy, abundant in 

w Goodneſs, and Truth, doth not affii 
willingly, nor grieve the children of men : 

But it at any time through their incor- 
rigibleneſs, and the multiplicity of their fins, 


they provokethe Lord to come againſt them with 
a COUNn-s 
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acountenance compoſed to ſeverity, yet ſill he 
hath thoughts o& Mercy towards recurning Pro. 
digals. Ns 

; rai it is that we may ſee ſuch an excellent 
Temperametit of Juſtice and Mercy in all Gods 
diſpenſations towards the children of Men ; [ 
being the uſual way of our God to allay the ter. 
rours of Sinai, with the comforts of S70n, and 
ſweeten his menaces of Judgment, with pro- 
miles of Mercy. 

Semblably hereunto, is the dealing of our 
God with the Idolatrous Fews, in this Chapter; 
For rebellion againft himſelf, he had been ſhs 
king his Iron-rod over ſuch as were obſtinate;but 
yet,he holds out the golden Scepter of his Grace 
to all-that ſhould humble themſelves under his 
mighty Hand. And as inthe former part of the 
Chapter, he caſteth down by legal threatningy, 
all impenicent and proud hearted Apoftates ; So, 
in the latter part, he indeavours to raiſe up with 
Evangelical promiſes all cruly humble, and fin- 
cere converts, telling them, as in the words of 
my Text, that though he were the high and lift) 
One inhabiting Eternity, whoſe Name was boly: 
Yet, he would ſo far condeſcend and. humble 
himſelf, as todwell with them that ſhould be found 
of an bumble and contrite Spirit. | 


And thus I have briefly broughe you to the] 


words of my Text, wherejn you may ob- 
ſerve theſe two Particulars. 


1. AnInhabjtant deſcribed, The high and fff 


One 0 
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2, His Habitation ſpecified, that inhabiteth 
Eternity. 2.5 

1, For the Inhabitant deſcribed, The bigh and 
bifty One. 

'Tis a Periphrafis of the Moſt High God, ſet- 
ting forth his tranſcendently ſurpaſſing Glory, 
Greatneſs, and Excellency above all creatures, 
which, in compariſon of him, are no/more than 


the drop of a Bucket, or the ſmall duſt of \ a Balance, 


even lighter than Vanity, and Nothing it ſelf, 1a. * 

2. For. his Habitation ſpecified, that inbabit- 
etþ Eternity. | 

'Tis a phraſe implying Gods Eternal Being, 
and Exiſting; and that the Lord is for ever as it 
were fixed in Eternity, as in his proper Habita- 
tion, out of which he can never be ejefted, bur 
there ſpends his days in an endle(s duration of 
perfe& happineſs, without all ſucceſſion of days. 

Do&. The God whom we worſhip, is an Fternal 
God, There is, by ſome, a diſtindtion'made be- 
tween Eternity, and Eviternity, and Time 3 
Neither is this diſtin&ion without a difference. 
For, ſay they, Time is che portion and lot of man 
who hath a beginning, and ſhall have anend 
Eviternity is the meaſure of Angels, and the ſouls 
of men, which though they had a beginning, 
yet ſhall never have an end ; But, Eternity 1s pro- 
per to God alone, who as he never had a begin- 


ning, fo he ſhall never have an end. 


Many of Gods Attributes are communicable 


'tohis creatures, not Numerically, and in their 


_ forms, but improperly, and in ſome Ana- 
ogica) effefts : But now, this Glorious Attribute 
of Gods Eternity, it is proper for him alone, _ 

ther 
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ther can it poſlibly be attributed to any creature, 
For all creatures how excellent ſoever, had a be: 
ginning, all but ſome few ſhall at length havea 
diflolution : Bt now, the God whom we wor- 
ſhip, both 2 parte ante, and 2 parte poſt, is truly 
Ecte:nal, having neither beginning of Dayes, nor 
end of Life, Pal. 102. 26, 27. 

If you look never ſo far back, you ſhall never 
find where Gods being begun; and if you look 
fever fo far forward, inquiring with all curioſity 
into the time to come, yet you ſhall never find 
any likelihood of his ending. 

God is Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and 
the End, the Firſt and the Laſt : his duration is 
not only, as ſome creatures, which ſhall have an 
Eternity forward; but alſo, as no creature can 
poſlibly have, an Eternity backward : And yet,in 


> aftri& ſenſe, thereis neither forwards nor back | 
wards, neither paſt nor to come,in Gods Eterni- 


ty, but b1s Beeing conſiſts in one infinite Mo- 
ment, in one Eternal Now ! 

Gods eflence extends ic (elf infinitely beyond 
the time of te world's Creation, yea, and it ex- 
tends it ſelf infinitely forward to, beyond- the 
time of the worlds diflolution: He is the firſt 
without beginning, and he is the laſt without all 

fthadow of ending, Pſa/. 90, 2. 
| Many other Scriptures might bealledged, for 
the proof of the Docirine, but waving them, 
take theſe following Demonſtrations of it. | 

I. The God whom we worſhip is an uncreated Bee 
ing, and therefore Eternal. Gods Self-exiſtency 


is a clear demonſtration of his Eternal Beeing, | 
and God-head : For, if he were made of nons, | 


and 
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and yet hath a Being, he muſt then of neceſlity 
have been for ever, and eternally exiſting. 
"God having his Being derivatively from nos 
thing without himſelf, it doth clearly evince that 
he is from everlaſting to everlaſting, anindetici- 
ent Fountain of Being to himſelf, without either 
beginning of days, or end of life. 

Many indeed there are, who queſtion, Whether 

a thing may not have a Being communicated to 
it by Creation, and yet be Eternal : Butthe Eter- 
nity of that which hath a Being, and yet never 
received it from any other by creation, will no - 
man queſtion. That which 1s Self-exiſting, muſt 

needs be Eternally-exiſting, both forward, and 
backward. 

2. The God whom we worſhip, is abſolutely the beſt 
and moſt tran{cendently Excellent of all Beings, and 
therefore Eternal : For, Who knows not that that 


which is Eternal ( if Good ) is infinitly better than 


that which is not at all ; or,at the bef,but Temporal, 
and for 4 Seaſon ? | 

'Tis a received Maxim, which never yet met 
with oppoſiticn from any man, that, Aterna mo- 
mentaneis preferenda ſunt, Things of an Eternal, 
and Infinite, are far more Excellent, then things 
of a finite and momentany duration : Our God 
therefore, being Optimus, Maximw, the Belt, 
and Higheſt of Beings,” an immenſe Ocean of 
all Goodnel(s, and One that far exceedeth the 
whole Creation, in all Divine excellencies, as 
doth the Sun ſhining in its full ftrength, the lighe 
of the ſmalleſt ſpark, is undoubtedly F ternal, 


vithont either beginning of Days, or end of 


Life, 
+ K 3. The 
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3- The.God whom we worſhip, is the only Creator, 
that gave being by the word of his Power, unto dl 
Things, Time it ſelf not excepted ; which doth clearh 
evinc ehim to be truly Eternal. 

For hethat made all things, muſt of neceſſity 
have a Being before all things that he made, he 
muſt needs have a Being before Time it ſelf, 
which is only his creature; and whatever was 
before Time, is truly Eternal. 

He that made all things 1n the beginning, muſt 
needs Himſelf be without beginning,and by con 
ſequence Eternally exiſting. 

4. The God whom we worſhip, is the Authonr o 
Eternal Life, to thoſe that have it ; be hath pro 
wided an Eternal weight of Glory, and everlajiin 
Felicity for all that love him, and therefore muſt need 
be Eternal bim'elF. 

For, Nih1il dat quod non habet, Whatſoever can 
ove Eternity of happineſs, it muſt undoubtedly 
not only in it ſelf be happy, but Eternally hap 


Py, having an Eternal Being and exiſtency,witt| 


our either beginning of days, or end of Life. 


But leaving the Confirmation, as a thing leb| 


needful in ſo clear a truth, come we to the In- 
provement of the Do@rine, by way of Uſe and 
Application. 


Firſt, By way of Information ; This ſheweth u| 


the infinite Felicity, and unconceivable Bleſiedneſs 
our God. Eternity 1s proper to him, and that 
the whole and perfe& poſſeſſion of an endlels 
life together. Time neither bringeth,nor carrieth 
away any happineſs from the God whom we wor 
ſhip, bur he hath all his happineſs 1n Eternity,nd 
one part of his happineſs after another; but all to 
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gecher- 
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gether, For, every A of Eternity 1s filled 
with all the blefſedneſs of Eternity : So thar, 
God doth not receive his happinels like us, by 
the fluxes and refluxes of time ſucceſſively, but 
remaines unconceivably happy, and everlaſting- 
ly blefſed 1n every moment of Eternity, 

This made Plytarch, thet excellent Philoſo- 
pher, as I tind him quoted by my Authour, af- 
ter he had de ivered many excellent things con» 
cerning Gods Eternal immutability, conclude 
with this moſt Empharical Epipbonema, &; av, in 
wy 70 a& T:TAngors, Which we may render thus, 
God being bir One, doth in one inſtant of Ecer= 
nity, fully enjoy the whole happineſs of that 
endleſs duration. 

No mortal man doth together in one moment 


poſſeſs all thoſe thoughts, affe&ions, joys, and 


pleaſures, which by ſucceſſion in a long tra& of 
Time he hath., But, God doth at once, and to- 
gether, poſſeſs all his thoughts anid decrees toge- | 


ther, wich all fulneſ(s of joy every moment, from 


Eternity, to all Eternity ! 

Secondly, By way of Informations This may 
ſkew us the Infinite diftance that is betwixt all Crea- 
tures, how glorious and excellent ſoever, and the God 
nhom we worſhip. 


* The Lordis, What heis, in one Infinite mo» 


ment of Beeing : but now, the moſt glotious 
Angel, as well as the pooreſt Worm hath his bee- 
ng conſiſting in a perpetual flux, from one mo- 


| ment toanother. 


God gave beginning to all things, but was 
bimſelf without a beginning; is the end for 


| vhich all chings were made, bnt remaines him- 
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ſelf without end; both lick in conjun&ion 
with each other, do lifc hym up as far above all 
Creatures, as the Sun in the Firmament, is ex- 
alted above a Mole-hill, 

For, every creature we muſt know, is limited 
by circumſtance of Time, and though there be 
ſome creatures, that through Divine ordination, 
{hall never have an end, yet, their whole effence 
being derivatively from God by creation, it im- 
pliesa contradittion,to ſay, that any of them had 
no beginning, 

The creature, may indeed have its beeing per- 
petuated to Eternity, but could not poſſibly have 
Its beeing prodiced from Ecernity 3 it being the 
only property of the God whom we worſhip, to 
have his beeing from Everla$ting to Everlaſting, 
without all variableneſs and ſhadow of turning, Pſal 
90. 2. fant. 1.17. 

TheErternity of our God requires, that it be 
not ſo with aim, as with his creatures ; their 
beeing 1s meaſured out by Time, but God 1s a 
beeing above Time, not meaſtired by Time, but 


is fixed in Ecernity; 18 eflence had no beginning 


can have no end, and his days are without fſuc- 
cefſion of days. 

Thirdly, By way of In'crmation; This may git 
us to ſee a rcaſon, why God takes ſuch leiſure to brin 
about his defignes in the world. He need nor prece 
picate his work, but may take what time he wil, 


to compleat it in, and make as many opportult 
ries as he pleaſeth of executing judgment for hl 
people, upon all the ungodly. The people 


God ſhould not therefore be too much dejettel] - 


with the proſperity of ſuchas afflit them'; thoug 
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for the preſent, we be counted as ſheep for the 


ſlaughter, and can hear nothing but men breath- 
ing out Threatnings, and Impriſonment ; yet, 
little cauſe have the enemies of God's peopleto 
rejoyce againſt chem, or to inſult over them ; 
For, There #4 a Tear of vengeance, and of recom= 
pences for the controverſies of Sion , lia. 34. 8. 
Thongh Believers may have loſt their opportuni- 
ty of deliverance,yet the God of believers,is not 
tied to opportunities, he can make them. There 
are more opportunities of pleading the cauſe of 
Gods people, and executing judgment for them, 
upon their implacable enemies, in one Eternity, 
than all men can reckon up. 

Fourthly, and laftiy; By way of Information ; 
This may alſo let uz ſee the folly of all ſuch as take 
encouragement from Gods patience, to promiſe them- 
ſelves impunity in a courſe of ſin, God often en- 
dures,with much long ſuffering, Veſſels of wrath ; 
hereupon they go on, to add drunkenneſs to 
thirſt, never labouring to fly from the wrath to 
come. | 

When the Lord keeps filence in Heaven, and 


doth not preſently thunder down vengeance up= 


on the heads of ſinners, they are ready to dream 
of a perpetual happineſs, and think they ſhall do 
as well as the preciſeſt of them all. 

Ecclel. $ 11. Becauſe vengeance againſt an evil 
worker, is not ſpeedily executed, therefore the heart 
of the ſons of Men, is fuly ſet in them to do evil. 
Thus doth mans venemous nature, ſuck poyſon 
out of io (veet an Attribute as Gods patience, 
and extras preſimptions of {inning out of his 


al connvence at finners; As if, becauſe the long 
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ſuffering of the Lord were laſting, it would be 
everlaſting ! | | 

See now, I beſeech you, the folly, from Gods 
Eternity, of ſuch ungodly concluſions ! Is there 
no difference between Long ſuffering, and Eter- 
nal ſuffering? Becauſe, God hath forborn to cut 
you off in the very aC&ings of your fins, will you 
thence conclude, that he hath no further oppor- 
tunity to inflict vengeance upon you, for your 


fins ? Yon remember not, ſurely, that God is 


Ecernal, otherwiſe you would break off your fins 
by repentance, endeavouring in time to flie from 
the wrach to come. 

Well, but know chat the longeſt ſummers day 
of Gods patience will havean end, and at length 
ge: down in an endleſs night of unappeaſed fu- 
ry { You, that are impenitent ſinners, are every 
day haftning to the periods of Gods reprieves; 
and though for the preſent, the Lord ſeem not 
coregard what you do, yet, this is not worth the 
ſpeaking of to Him, who hath an Eternity where- 
in to reckon with you, who cannot want time 
to pour out his judgments, and empty the Vials 
of bis wrath upon you, bue 1s able to turn the 
abuſed times of his Patience, Mercy, and Long- 
ſuffering, into an Eternity of wrath, and un- 
mixed fury. 


Preſume then no longer of mercy in a way of 


fin from Gods lengthened-out patience towards 
you ; For at aft it will undoubtedly end in eaſe- 
leſs, endlels, and remedilet miſery. 

Oh you that now make a mock at fin, ſcoffiyg 
at Gods delays, and pleaſing your ſelves with this, 
that eireatned-folks live long 3 know this, you 


haye_ 
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havea God to deal 4 OR Ecernt» 
ty, and you will find time enough to lie under 
his Ecernal wrath, | | 

Secondly, By way of Reprehenfion, this may 


| ſpeak terrour to, and ſharply reprove,feveral ſorts 


of perſons, As, 

1. This ſharply reproves, and may be a word of 
terrour to all worldly men, who do wholly reſt inthe 
creature, making that their happineſs. To neg- 
le& the God of Heaven, who in regard of his E- 
ternal beeing and exiſtency, might be an ever=- 
laſting portion,and only tc pitch upon ſuch things 
for our happineſs, as do periſh in the uſing, What 
prodigious folly is it, and how worthy of re- 
proof ! Who that is wiſe, would thus prefer 
Peebles before this Pearl of great price, things 
that periſh in the uſing before an intereſt in that 
which ſhall indure forever, a temporal enjoy- 
ment, before an everlaſting portion ? Oh brutiſh 
ſtupidity of finning duſt and aſhes, that never 
conſider what will become of them dying, when 
ſtandingat Gods Tribunal, when all friends, and 
worldly comforts ſhall take their leave of them, 
and ſuffer. their immortal ſonls to fink down in 
everlaſting confuſion ! 

Go to then, thou that art a worm,and no man, 


| ſpending the ſmall ſpan of thy tranſitory life, in 


accumuzating riches, in ſeeking great things for ' 
thy ſelf, and graſping in much of the world, 
will thy wealth avail thee in the day of God's 
wrath ? Think ſeriouſly of it, and let conſcience 
anſwer, as in the fight of God, with whom it is 
impoſlivle to difſemble ; Will thy profits, and 
honours, thy bags of gold, and thy neareſt relati- 
| K 4 ons, 
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ons, when the bitter pangs and throbs of death 
ſhall come upon thee, be able to comfort thy 
poor ſoul,, now ready to bid adiew to a finful bo- 
dy, an4 to enter, without all hopes of retarn, 
upon a Cendition of endleſs, intolerable, and 
remedile(s torments ? 

. Believe it,my Brethren, itis not Temporal, but 
Ecernal comforts that can make you truly happy, 
& rejoyce pour fouls 1n a dying bour ! And are your 
riches everlaſting riches ? Your honours, unpe- 
riſhable honours? Your worldly friends, never 
dying friends ? And the life that you now live, is 
Itan abiding life, a life that never runs into the 
Grave, a life whoſe flower ſhall never be cropt 
by the hand of death ? Can all theſe, or any of 
theſe your comforts, extend them(lelves to Eterni- 
ty ? Is there not, alas, a moth in thy garment, 
a ſtain in thy beauty, a blaſt upon thy honour, 
a conſumption 1n .thy ſtrength, a canker in thy 
'g01d, and mortality in ail thy relations ; and 
muſt you not bid an everlaſting farwel to them 
all in a dying hour ? 

We taen thithavean Eternity lying before us, 
being aſhamed that; we have fo long fed upon the 
Guit of dying creatures, Which like Pageants,whilſt 
tiey pleate lis, Pais away from ns 11 a moment ; 
fer us now ſee the vanity of them, labouring 
rence Forward tor an intereft in God, who can 
never prSaway, but will be an everlaſting por» 
tion! Pal. 73. 26. 

For wiy ſhould we be taken ſo much with 
worii!y imjoyments, that miiſt ſhortly be taken 
our o8 tae worlds or dote tipon a flower fo much 
RICH a Cay may wither, minding the world that 

| - now 
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now is,ſo much as if ic would never have an end- 
ing; and the world to come ſo little, as if it 
would never have a beginning ? 

2. Thu ſharply reproves, and may julily fill the 
the heart of every ungodly, prophane, and impenitent 
perſon amongſt us, with fear and trembling. Thou *' 
chat art an ungodly perſon, committing all 
manner of Iniq ity with greedine{s, and living 
in ſin wichout remorſe ; thy lying, thy fcoffing at 


the People of God, thy Sabbath-prophanations, 


thy Adulteries, thy Drunkenneſs, thy horrid 
Oaths, and many bloody Execrations ; all thele 
are commuted againſt an eternal God, and ſhall 
therefore, be puniſhed with aft eternal puniſh- 
ment! *Tis matter of comfort to the People of 
God that they have an Advocate with the Father, 
who is able to fave to the utmoſt all that come 
unto God by Him, ſeeing He ever /veth to make 
interceſſion for them: 1, but it may juſtly be 
matter of terrour, and conſternation of ſpirit 
to all the enemies of God, that they mult one 
day have to do with a God, who is able to de- 
ſtroy to the utmoſt, all that depart from him by 
their ungodly praftiſes, ſeeing he ever /ives to 
pour out his Judgments, and to empty the Vials 
of his wrath upon them ! 

Oh, the bottomleis Gulf of Eternity ! Who, 
can ſpeak of it without a'So/ectjm, or think 
thereof without an Extaſie! And, who but a 
mad-man, would buy an hour's eaſe, for eternal 


. torments 3 the pleaſures of fin, which are but for 


a ſeaſon, for the torments of heil, chat muſt be 
for ever ! And yet, thus it is with ail you that 
refuſe to break off your {ins by Repentance,tnat 

. will 
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will not-yet forgo your ſwearing, your drunken- 
neſs, your ungodly ſocieties, your whoredoms, 
and the like abominable impieries, for which you 
have, in the Name of an everlaftingly dreadful 
» God, been ſo often ( out of love to your poor 
Souls ) with all tendernets reproved ! You fay 
in effe&, Give us the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon, 
chough hereafter we be damned ecernally ; let 
the fleſh be pleaſed a while, chough both ſoul and 
body be hereafter tormented for it, in the /ake 
that burneth with fire and brimfone for ever! 
Rev. 21.8. | | 

Bur poor fooliſh ſinners, though you can thus 
make leight of hell, and the corments of ever- 
laſting burnings now at a diſtance; yet you will 
ſhortly be in another mind, and have other 
thoughts of them, than now you have! And ſure 
our own Experience, for the preſent, might con- 
vince us of this; Who knows not that our fleſh 
will grudge at the pricking of a Pin, and be 
ready to ſhrink at the burning of a ſmall Candle; 
What will it then do, think you, when it ſhall be 
pierced tarough with the 1nvenomed Arrows of 
God's wrath, and come to dwell with everlaſting 
burnings ? 

And yet this 1s thy portion, Man or Woman, 
whoever thou be, that now refuſeſt to hear the 
voice of God, calling thee to break off thy fins 
by Repentance ; He, whom now thon diſhonour- 


eſt, is an eternal God, and therefore thy puniſh- | 


ment miiſt be an eternal puniſhment; as Heaven 
is an ete ni] Palace for the reward of the godly, 
ſo Hell is an everlaſting Priſon, wherein to tor- 
ment the wicked; and ſo long as God dwells in 


Heaven, 
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Heaven, thon art like tolye under his wrath,and 
be ſhut up as a firebrand in Hell co all eter- 
nity ! 

Why is it then, that theſe things. do not im- 
bitter. your ſweet morſels of fin, and make you 
tremble ! My Brethren, did I come witha me(- 
ſage of Deach from an oftendeq Soveraign, who, 
being but a mortal Man, can deſtroy no more 
than the body ; I doubt it not, bur the moſt out 
and hardy finner amongſt yon, would quickly 
tremble: Well, butT am ſent with a meſſage of 
Death, of eternal death, and everlaſting burnings 
in Hell, from the Soveraign Majeſty of all the 
World, to every ungodly perfon amongſt you ; 


- and, ſhall the wrath of a mortal Man make you 


tremble, and not the wrath of an Eternal God, 
who is able to deftroy both Bodg, and Soul, for 
ever ? 7 

Well, believe it, finners, and the God of Hea- 
ven give you hearts to conſider it; for, I defire 
not to ſee the day of your Calamity ( the Lord 
knows) but believe it, I ſay, the time ts at hand, 
when ycu will eafily diſcern a'difference between 
the frowns of a mortal Man, and the wrath of an 
Eternal God 3 betwixt the pleaſures: of fin, 
which are but for a ſeaſon, and thoſe everlaſting 
burnings in Hell, that muſt follow after ! 

Oh, Brethren, What a great change will there 
ſhortly be upon you, and what thoughts will you 
have of your ſweeteſt morſels of fin in the world 


'| tocome, when, for every drop of honey, you. 


ſhall have a fea of gall; and forevery moment 
of carnal pleaſure, an eternity of helliſh cor- 


Oh, 
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Oh, think now, how lamentable and ſad itis 
to be (hutup in chains of everlaſting darkneſs, to 
be {eparated from the Lord for ever, to bewith 
the Devils and damned for ever, and, co dwell 
with everlaſting burnings. We think a Prayer 
long, a Sermon long, a Sabbath long: but, what 
thoughts will you have of Hell, and of a long e- 
ternity of miſery, in the infernal Priſon ! Here, 
if in the Night we cannot {leep, we count the 
hours, and every minute ſeems a month for tedi- 
ouſneſs, Oh, but what will you do, when, for 
ſinning againſt an Eternal God, you muſt be 
tormented night and day for ever 3 what confu- 
fion will chere be on your faces, to ſee your ſelves 
caſt cut into utter darkneſs, and to be comman- 
ded tn Depart ( as thole that are accurſed ) znto 
eternal fire, whygiſt others are received to eternal 
happineſs; Can you dwell, do you think, with 
everlaſting burnings ? T o counter-ballance there- 
fore, the violence of every temptation to fin, 
chink often of the eternal deſtruction in Hell that 
mult follow after ; and conſider, that if K11l thou 
£0 on to fin againſt an Eternal God, thou muſt 
ſhorcly ſuffer an eternal miſery, an eternal pt- 
niſhment ! For, tae pains of fin, are not like the 
plealures of (in ; the pleaſures of fin are ſndden- 
ly abortive, bur the pains of ſin, which follow af- 
_ ger, will be eternally cormentinsg ! 

Thirdly, By way of Exhortation: Tf the God 
whom «e worſhip, be an eternal God, then let all (uch 
& have hitherto been ejiranged from Him, now labour 
above all things, to get an Intereſt in Him, that he 
may be our God, that he may be the ſtrength of olt 
heart, and our portion for ever. For otherwiſe, 
Waat 
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 whatare we the better for this glorious Attri- 


bute; though the Mercy of God endureth for 
ever; though in the Lord Fehovah there be ever- 


laſting ſtrengch, though his Wiſdom, his Good- 


neſs, and all his other glorious Attributes be E- 
ternal like Himſelf; yer, if ſtill we be A:iens from 
Him, may we not juſtly ſay, as Haman in another 
caſe, That all chis avails us nothing ? Tolle meum, 
tolle Deum. If you take away my intereſt in God, 
my condition miiſt needs be as miſerable as if 
there were no God at all to relieve a diſtreſſed 
Soul ! For the higheſt pinnacle of Man's happt- 
neſs,1s an intereſt in God ; in the total privation 
of, and ſeparation from whom, lies the greateſt 
Emphaſis of Man's eternal miiery ; there being 
no famine like the want of this bread, nodark-» 
neſs like the want of this Sun, no ſtorm like the 
want of this calm ; neither is eternal death it 
ſelf, and burnings in hell for ever, worthy to be. 
compared with the frowns and heavie diſplea- 
ſure of this God, who lives for ever ! 

Oh therefore, be as loth now to live without 
an Intereft in this Ecernal Majeſty, as you will 
beloth hereafter to ve puniſhed with everlaſting 
deſtru&ion from His prelence, and from the glo- 
ry of his Power! 

I. Conſider, The main thing whereupon every 
man ought to ffend his thoughts, is Eternity; and 


| there is no other way to make proviſion againit it, but 


by getting an Intere't here, in this Eternal God ? We 
live in a buſie world, and every man is driving 
on ſome deſign or other, with all his mighc; bue, 
that which is the One thing neceſſary, thar 
which we ought to make our 73 %gyoy, and m_ 
wor 
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work of our lives, 1s, to provide for Eternity,atid 


how can we doit better than by making ſure our 
Intereſt in that God, who is Eternal ? 

Some there are, whom TI have read of, that 
call man the Horizon of Time and Eternity, and 
not unfitly; for, in reſpe& of his Body, he is 
Mortal; but, in reſpe& of his Soul, he is Im- 
mortal ; his body, after a time,ſhall be diſſolved 
and moulder away into duft ; but in reſpe& of his 
Soul, he partakes of Eternity : Though, it's true, 
even the Body it (elf ſhall, after a while, be raiſed 
up either to honour, or diſhonour ; yer this ſup- 
poſes death and mortality : but now the Soul ne- 
ver dies, that lives for ever. So then, as our bet- 
ter part is eternal, and lives for ever, why ſhould 
not our thoughts likewiſe be chiefly fixed upon 


; . Eternity, and how to make proviſion for our Im- 


mortal Souls ? 

Thou art a brure, and no man, that canſt once 
' imagine, that the Eternal Majeſty of Heaven 
. made thee for no higher an end, than only to ac- 
commodate thy body, and to provide for that, 
not without the negle& of thy Soul, which muſt 
live for ever. 

. Why then, will you bufie your ſelves about un- 
neceſſary things ? When cnce will you ſpend 


your ſtrength about things of an everaſting con- 


cernment ? 

As Facob ſaid to Laban, Thou knowft how T have 
ſerved thee; and now, When ſhall Tprovide for my 
own houſe alſo * So let me lay to many of you, 
You know how Ffou have ferved the world, what 
drudges you have been to your own bodies, and 
what pains you have been at, for thoſe things that 
are 
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are calculated only for the Meridian of Time ; 
and when now will you provide for your Immor- 
ta] Souls, for Eternity alſo; or how can you do 
it better, than by getting an Intereſt in this Eter- 
nal God ? 

2. Confider, The ſkortneſt of your own lives, and. 
let this provoke you to ſeek for an Intereſt in this God) 
who i truly Eternal , without either beginning of 
dayes, or end of life. Alas ( my Brethren ) what 
is our Life, but a Flower, that ſoon withereth; a 
Poft, that ſwiftly flies ; a Bubble, that quickly va- 
niſheth ; and ſhall not the ſhortnels of lite Tem- 
poral, make you labour for an Intereſt in that 
God who is truly Eternal, that wher; ſtrengech 
fails, and fleſh fails, and Jife fails, yet God may 
never fail you, but comfort your Souls againſt 
this fading moment, with his own enduring Etec= 
nity. 

Oh, What wilt thou do, when ſome mortal 
diſtemper ſhall overtake thee, when the pangs 
and throbs of an approaching Death are upon 
thee, thy Friends weeping, thy Children ory 
ing, and thy Soul now ready to leave thy body, 
and tobe ingulfed in the boundleſs ocean of Eter- 
nity! Indeed, hadfſt thou an Intereſt in this E- 
ternal God, thou hadſt no great cauſe to be 
ſtartled at ſuch an hour ; his Frernity would be a 
good Cordial againſt the thoughts of tay own 
morcality ; Oh, but kow bitter and dreadful'will 
this be, to think, Now the glaſs of my life 1s run 
out z now the time of death isathand 3 now the 
Sun of my life is going down 1na cloud, for 
ought I know, never to riſe again ; now I muſt 
preſently enter upon an Eternal condition, and 
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yet, whether the Eternal & will be a merciful 
Father, oran ireful Judge to me; an everlaſting 
Friend,or an everlaſting Foe; I know not ! | 
' 3. Conſider, The great uncertainty of thoſe op- 
portunities that God hath given you, wherein to get 
an Interejtin Himſelf , and to make proviſion againſt 
. Eternity. Life it felf is uncertain; but the op- 
portunities of laying hold upun Eternal life, of 
getting an Intereſt in this Eternal Majeſty, are 
far more uncertain ! | 

There is a time when the Lord may be found, 
and then he ſhould be tought; a time when the 
Lord is near, and then he ſhould becalled upon: 
bur, lec {lip thy opportunity once, and it may be 
it's loſt for ever. | 

As thoſe that went not ont to gather Manne on 
the fix dayes of the Week. could not have it on 
the Sabbath ; and, as thoie that did not ſtep into 
the Pool while the Angel deſcended, could by no 
means have the benefit afterwards: _So, if thou 
take not thy opportunity, to get an Intereſt 1n 
this eternal God now, it may never come again; 
this heavenly Manna may be taken from thee, the 
Angel may no more deſcend in the waters of the 
SanCuary, and then thou art undone for ever ; 
then farewel God, and farewel Chriſt, and fare- 
wel all hopes of eternal Life, for ever ! | 

Yon ſeethen ( my Brethren ) how exceeding 
dangerous it is, to adjourn in matters of this 
nature; how dangerous to let {lip our opportu- 
nities of getting Intereſt in God : Oh, why 
ſhould not that with all ſpeed be gone about, 
which, if not once done, you are for ever un- 
done ! 
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. Your Souls ( my Brethren ) aie Immortal; 
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- Time paſt ( my Brethren is gone; Tirtieto 
come, may find us gone : Take therefore, the 
preſent opportunity to get an Intereſt in this 


| eternal God,which hall never paſs away,but will 


be an everlaſting portion ! 

\ 4. Conſider, There #« nothing that can make 
you Fray happy, but only an Intereſt in thu Eternal 
Majejly! Thongh a -man had the greateft con- 


fluence of all creature-enjoyments, had he the 
' riches of a Craſus, the dainties of a Dives, the 


pleaſures of an Epicure ; yet, all this would not 
add one whit to the ſtature of his happinels : 
For, ſuch riches, are not Ecernal riches; fuch 
dainties, will not ſpread a man's Table in tie 
world to come 3- ſuch pleaſures are not unperyſh- 
able pleaſures; there is ſtil] wanting, in the 
choiſeſt of all theſe, the very life, and accom- 
pliſhment of true happineſs, and thar is afſu- 
rance of perpetuity. 

There 1s,,1ndeed, an innate appetite in every 
man after happineſs;; and, a delire to that which 
may make him blefſed : But, ſooner ſhall men. 
gather grapes of thorns, and figs of thiſtles, than 
ind happineſs in their worldly-enjoyments, 
which ſhall only endure for a time 3 Why, then; 
is not that God deſired, who is eraly Eternal, 
and ſhall endure for ever ? | 

Is it not the greateſt folly, -to be ſeekingthe 
living amongſt the dead ; to be ſeeking happineſs 
In that which is not ? Oh, How juſtly may theſe 
things ſay to ſuch as relie upon them, and place 
their happineſs in them, as Facob ſometime did 
to Rachel, Are we in God's fiead ? 


expect 
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expect not ſo much therefore as a ſhadow of true 
happineſs from your creature-ccmforts,which are 
all but temporal, and unable to ſtretch them+ 
{elves to Eternity ; - Your riches, your honours, 
your pleaſures, Are theſe: Immortal ? Do theſe 
laſt for ever? Are your riches Eternal riches? 
Are your honours Eternal honours ? Agg your 
plealures everlaſting pleaſtuves ? If not, Why then 


. wall you not learn in time to place your happt- 


neſs in this eternal. Majeſty:? | 
I cell you, The having of all theſe things with- 

out this eternal Majeſty, is nothing; becauſe, 

chey will ail be, ſhortly, reduced into nothing ! 
5. Conlider the vanity of all your creature- 


enjoyments ; and h:w ſoon they will forſake you. Had: 


you but once an Intereſt in God, he would never 
foarſake you ; for, He abides for ever : Bur; all che 
enjoy ments of this world are of a vaniſhing na- 
ture, and obnox1ous to a ſudden corruption. 


What tne holy Ghoſt faith of Riches, 1s true. 


likewiſe of Honours, of Relations, of Pleaſures, 
and of all other Fartily-comforts, They make 
themſelues wings, axd fly away. 

The Rich man, in the Parable, invited /him- 
ſelf toa Feaſt of fat things; and talked of pro- 
ſperity Jaid np for many years : bur, char very 
nighe was his Soul requi:ed of him, to pay the 
reckoning. Herod alſo, when the People had 
newly inveſted him with a god-head ; preſently, 
ere it waz well on, had it pulled over his ears, 
and became a prey to worms. | 

Many there are, that, for a while, ſoar aloft 1n 
Honours ; and think, by the wings of Wealth, of 
Preferment, and Relations in the world, to 


mount. 
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movfe up to Heaven; Bur, as the Pſa/nift aithynf 


chofe: that travel by Sea » ina moment they go down 
into Hell, into a Sheol of dif! grace, of poverty, 
and of great contujion. 

' Why then will you ſet your hearts. npon choſe 
thiags, which, for ought you know, may be lott 


as ſoon as gained ; and taken from you; beftire 


ever you be well poſlefled ofthem:: & vetneglett 
co labour for an Intereſt in this eter nal Majeſty, 


of whom you: may 'have an' eternal Afiirane ? 


Who but fools, and men void of all Spiritnal 
underſtonding, would thus prefer perithing;be- 
fore durabler Tchess + the mutable-creature;:before 
God their Creator, who can never: change 5 a0 
uncertain Temporal enjoyment: before an B2wo3 
nal portion ; the mea chat periſheth, beforgzhs 
meat that endures to Eternal Jife'? Ht 
6. And laſtly; Conſider, 1f'yo» get not ati ins 
tereſt in this Eternal God here, : yout are fure'to be 


' hereafter etertially miſerable. - Thoſe that will mor 


here imbrace this eternal Majefty, muit- expe& 
in the life to come, an eternal miſery.. You want 
notnow-refuſe God-ini the tenderh of his Grace 

but you will, by\fo doing, expoſe” your ſelvegu 

the moſt dreadful chin der - clap of his wrath 
and firry, which will reſt upoh your Souls for &« 
wor: > :7;te] 

The Lord ſets life and death before you; He 
promiſeth Eternal life to fuch as embrace: him ; 
but all thoſe chat; will none: of Him, he'hath 
threatned with Fternal death, 2 Theſſ.1.8,9. 

Be ſerious then a little, I beſeech you, abour 
theſe things; Shall not the clear Evidence of 
thoſe eternal Torments, that abide all (nch as 
2 live 
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live and die without an Intereſt in God, provoke 
us to make God the ſtrength of our heart, and 
our portion forever ? 


Will you not (my Brethren ) to prevent an | 


eternal miſery, give diligence to get an Intereſt 


inthis eternal Majeſty ? To prevent everlaſting 
death, make him your portion, who is God over 

all, bleſſed for ever, without either bevinning 
of dayes, or end of life? How come you to 
make .ſo leight of the vengeance of eternal 
fire'? - h | PN nes 

-- Who, amonegſt-us, alas ! are fo ſtont-hearted, 
that they can. dwell with *everlaſting burnings, 
that they are able to ſtruggle with the wrath to 

comg, which will never be:over-come , never 

come:to an end? Ta. 33. 144, ; 
Is it a ſmall matter, co be puniſhed with ever- 

lafting deftruction from the preſence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his Power ? Is there 
- any Juſt, wherein thou liveſt, that will counter- 
yall the loſs of Eternal glory ? and that affords 
ſomuch pleaſure for the time, that thou ſhouldſt 
xg the hazard of Eternal] torments for it ? . Oh, 
little doft thou now know, what. it.is tobe puniſh- 
ed Eternally, to be ſeparated from the gracious 
preſence of God for ever, to. be damned ever- 
laſtingly, and for ever to lie under the wrath, 
the frowns, the diſpleaſure of an angry God ! 

-. - Well, however, Thy own inability to ſtand un- 
der a leight affliction here, though but for a ſea- 
ſon; to endure the Stone, the Gout, the Strangury, 
or the like bodily diſtempers, though but for a 
few dayes; may abundantly convince thee, That, 
to lie under the wrath of God for ever, to be 

tor- 
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tormented in Hell forever,and to have the flames 
of that infernal Pit eternally feeding upon thee, 
is a thing intolerable ! | | 

What extremity of madnels, therefore, are all 
thoſe guilty of; who, to prevent this Eternal 
miſery, will not labour for an Intereſt in God, 
who being an eternal Majeſty, cannot only deli- 
ver them out of che hands of that Eternal mi- 
ſery, but itkewiſe make them Eternally happie, 
. and glortous wich Himſelf, in the Kingdom of 
h1- Glory 

Fourthly, By way of Conſolation : Ts it ſo, that 
the God whom we worſhip, is Eternal ? ' Then let 
all true Pelievers, whole God 1s the Lord, open 
their mouths wide, that they may ſirck and be ſa» 
tisfied with che Marrow and Fatnels that drops 
from chis Truth ! What an Hyb/a may this be 1n 
the mouths, and whar Muſick in the ears of all 
ſuch as have an Intereſt in this eternal Majeſty ! 
Here is an inexha'iſtible Fountain of all goodneſs; 
here is a boundleſs Ocean of divine conſolation 3 
here 15 a Well of comfort ſpringing up unto eter» 
nal life ; at the head whereof, all inchas have an 
Intereſt in God, may, upon all occaſions, refreſh 
themielves. | : 

Oh, What a River of divine Conlolations 
doth flow from this glorious Attribute of God's 
Eternity to all God's People, the ſtreams where» 
of may exceedingly rejoyce and make glad their 
hearts in the worſt of conditions. 

1. If the Ggdwhont we worſhip be an Eternal God, 
then let this comfort all you that have an Intereſt in 
| Him, againſt the vanity, and periſhableneſt of all your 
Meature-enioyments. The choiſeſt of our creature= 
L 3 com- 


comforts, is but a Forat's Golird, that came up 

a nighc, and-periſhed in a night : : Burt yer, 

br iſtian, ler not thy hope die, and thy' comforts 
exſpire; for thy God never dies, but ſhall abide 
for ever ! 

'Tis oblerved by fome,that the two ſons'of the 
Firſt man, carried 1n their Names a Memorandun 
of whar they, and all their Poſterity, were here 
to expe. Cain ſignifies Poſſeflion, and Abel Va- 
nity > toteach Us, that all our poſleſliohs are ob- 
Nox1ots to vanity, and of a periſhing nature; 
But yer, it the Lord be our God, this may be a 
Cordial to ns, miniſtring comfort againſt the 
mortality, and periſhableneſs of all theſe things; 
chat though our health, our honours, our liberty, 
our eſtates, our relations, are not here Eternal, 
yet our God is truly Eternal, and alwayes the 
fame. 

Shouldſt thou, Chnitian, lay up for thy (elf a 
Treaſure on Farth ; why, the Moth would cor- 
rupt it, and Theeves, breaking through, might 
ſteal-it from thee : bur, having made his Ecer- 
nal God thy Treaſure, He 1s above corr uption, 
He is the better part, that can never be taken fron. 
thee, Luk.19.42. 

Oh happie, and thrice happie you ( my dear- 
ly beloved) whoſe God is the Lord. When thoſe 
men, that have cheir portion in this life; ſhall 
part with theirs, you are leq to a fuller fruition 
of your portion; their portion is but ſome pe- 
riſhable-enjoy ment, but yaurs 1s a God thar is 
til; Eternal : at the beſt, their portion 1s but 
ſoine temporal bleſſing of God, that will in time 


be eaken from them; but yours, is God him- | 
it, 


þ 1. 
If , over all bleſſed, and bleſſing you for e- 
oY 


True 1t1s, Chriſtian, all our creature- comforts 


are of a vaniſhing nature, and liable toa ſpeedie 


decay ; thoſe we have.,are no ctherthau running 
banquets; if delicate, and ſerved in with ſtate, 
yet they are ſoon over, and do preſently wax old 
hike a garment : I, but yet our God ſhall endure 
for ever ;. there 1s nowrinckle upon the brow of 


 Ecernitie ; the hand of his Mercie never wither< 


eth, the arm of his Power never drieth up, nor 
do the bowels of his Love, towards his own Peo- 
ple, at any time waſte, and ſpend themſelves. 
Though your creature-enjoyments are not E- 
ternal, but will ſhortly fail you ; yet, if you be 
ſuch as have an Intereſt in this eternal God, he 
will never fail you, but will prove aneverlaſting 
Friend ! ” 
2. If the God whom we worſhip be an Eternal 
God, then let this bear #þ your Spirits that have an 
Intereſt in Him , under the ſenſe of your own mortali= 
ty, and give comfort to your Sduls in a dying hour. 
Many of God's 'deareit Children, are, all their 
life iong, through the fear of death, ſubje& to 
bondage : when they look upon their face, their 
arm?, their body, as that which will ſhortlie 
moulder into duſt; when'they coniider that the 
time is at hand, when they muſt undergo the fa- 
tal ſtroke of death, lie down in the grave, and 
no more ſee the goodneſs of God in the land of 
the living; they ſtartle at it, and it's a terrour to 


. them: Bur, wonld they conſider, that, though 


they muſt die, and turn to rottennels, yet their 
God can never die, but endures for ever ; their 
L 4 God 
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God is an eternal God, and: his love toward 
them isan Frernal love, which death ic ſelf ca 
not ' poflibly diflolve; With what comfol- 
might they look this King of Tercrours 1n the 
face ? 

Whar though, Chriſtian, thou muſt (hortlie 
die, and ſee corruption; yet chy God is above 
corruption, He lives for ever : And ſhall not this 
make thee reſol\e, with the Pſalntift, not to be as 
fraid, Though thou walk in the valey of the ſhadow 
of death ? | 

-Whar, though this crazie Bark of thy bodie 
will be certainlie ſplit, ere Jong, upon che fatal 
Rock of Neath; yet, canſt thou chink,Chriſtian, 
that thy eternal God will not give thee a Plank 
whereupon to ſwim to the ſhore of Eternal 
Reſt ? | | 

Whar though, in a word, thy earthly houſe of 
this Tabernacle be diſſolved , yer haſt chou not ſtill 
a building of God, an houſe not made with hands, Es 
ternal in the heavens ? 2 Cor. 5. 1. 

Let not therefore deatn temporal, any longer 
be a terrour to- thee, ſeeing it cannor ſeparate 
t1ee from, but ſhall bring thee tc, neereſt Com- 
miunion with an eternal Majeſty, with him chat 
13 God over All, blefſed for ever ! 

3. If the God whom we worſhip be an Eternal 
God, then let this alſo be matter of comfort to you 
that bave air Interejt in Him, concerning the death 
of your Friends, Relations, and Chriftian Acquain- 
tance. Surely, this cannot bur be an occaſion of 
great ſorrow and trouble of mind to them that | 
live by, depend upon, and are daily receiving 
benehr from others ; to conſider the mortality of | 
| {UC 
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ſuch perſons, by whoſe life and breath ( under 
God) they have hitherto been ſuſtained ; and 
from whom, in a great meaſure, they receive 
their comforts, and means of living : Bur, the 
diie confideration of God's Eternitie, might be 
a good-allay to all this forrow ; and indeed, this 
may miniſter abundance of comfort in this caſe, 
to conſider, That though Friends die, and Ac- 
quaintance die, and Relations die, though Huf- 
bands die, and Wives die, though Fachers die, 
and Mothers die, and Minifters die; yet, our 
God is an Eternal God, he never dies, but will 
ſtill be a Father co the Fatherle(s, an Husband to 
the Widow, a Teacher to the Paftor»leſs, and an 
everlaſtins Friend to all thoſe, amongſt his Peo=- . 
ple, that are here Friendleſ(s, and have none to 
look after them. | 
4. If the God whom we worſhip be an Eternal 
God, then let this comfort all thoſe that have an In- 
tereſt in Him, againit thoſe many diffident and per= 
plexing fears that ſo often ſurprize them, leſt at laſt 
they ſhould make ſhip-wrack of Faith and a good Gon- 
ſcience, and ſo turn damned Apoftates. The pre- 
{nmptuous man never fears his ſtation; but a 
Child of God, hetrembles ro think how heſhall 
ever beable to bear off the ſhock of temptations, 
and to ſtand in a day of tryal ! 4 
As David ſaid of Saul; fo, there is no Chriſti- | 
an, but ſometime faith, I ſhall one day periſh by 
the hand of ſuch a fin, of ſuch a temptation, of 
fucha luft; and ſo undoubredly he would, had 
he not for his God, the Antient of dayes. | 
Irs true, Chriſtian, thou wouldft fall for ever, 
badſt thou not an Intereſt in Him that lives for 
| ever : 


Cog] 
ever : But now, this bleffed Attribute of God's 


Ecernity, it gives thy Soul everlaſting ſecurity; - 


fothat, maugre the power of all unruly corrupti» 
ons from within, of all ſubtile temptations, vio» 
lent aflaults, and threatning frowns from with- 
out, thou art ſure to perſevere 11 grace, till thou 
come to glory. 

God is able to ſave to the utmoſt, becaule he 
ever lives to ſuſtain us; and, becauſe he ever 
lives, therefore thy grace ſhall neverdie; thou 
art ſure, Chriſtian, to hold out tothe laſt, becauſe 
thou haſt an Intereſt in Him, who is the firſt and 
the laſt: ſure thouart, to be preſerved blameleſs 
all the dayes of chy life, tothe end thereof, be- 
caule thar God, who 1s without beginning of 
dayes. and end of lite, is thy God ! : 

s. IF the God whom we worſhip be Eternal, then 
tet this bear up the Spirits of alf ſuch as have an In- 
tereſt in Him, under all thoſe fears of want and þ0- 
verty that are apt to be upon them. Thus we find 
the Prophet Habakkak , waproving this blefled 
and glorious Attribute of God's Eternity: Be- 
cauſe their God wasan Eternal God, he there- 
fore concludes, That they ſhould not die, The Pro» 
phet indeed knew well, taat the Lord never un- 
dertook to maintain all his People at the ſame 
rate, but cnly to ſupply their wants; and there- 
fore he doth not promiſe himſelf dainties, but 
neceſlaries ; not ſuch things as would keep him 
alofr, but only fuck taings as wortld keep him a-. 
live, Hab.1.12. | GA 

Though the Lions want, and die for hunger 
though ſuch Lion-like perſons, as are of greateſt 
ſtrength and power to get proviftion for them- 
ſelves, 
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felves/(fhonld pine with famine, and die throngh 


' want/: Yet they, whoſe God is the Lord, can ne- 


ver pine with hunger, nor die through want, be- 
cauſe their God, by whom they live, 1pon whom 
they depend, and from whom chiey have all their 
provifion, never dies; but, will be, an Eternal 
ſtore, Pſal. 34. 10. 

But, Oh weof little Faith, how prone are we 
to diſtruſt, and to vex our ſelves with heart-divi- 
ding cares ! 

Whilſt there 1s water in the bottle, whilſt (ach 
a friend lives, fuch eftates, ſuch waies of gaining, 
ſuch wortdly in-comes to ſupplie us and ours, 
with Hagar we pofhibly complain not : Oh, but 
when the water 1s ſpent in the bottle, when our 
eſtates fail, when our worldly in-comes are inter=- 
cepted, and our probabilities of proviſion are 
ſmall, chen we are ready, with her, to fit down 
and weep } Gen.21.16. | 

But may wenct, Chriſtians, fay, as once David 
did in another cafe, This 7s our infirmity ? Have 
we not hitherto been fed,and who 1s 1t that gives 
vs our daily bread ? Do we not ftithertolive,and 
who is the fountain of that life'? Is 1t not God, 
over all, Bleſſed for ever? And, 1s He like man 
that he ſhould change, or the fons of men, that 
he ſhould caſt off 2 Was he God All-!ufficjent in 
time paſt, making proviſion for thee, and, thine 
and, is He not the {fame ſtil], doth he ceaſe tobe 
God, is his hand ſhortned, hath his loving kind= 
neſs failed for ever, that he ſhould forbear to 


make proviſion for his own People, How then 


can he be an Eternal God ? Did God only un- 
dertake to maintain thee, and ſupply thee with 
| things 


j 
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things needful, only for a week, a month, ora 
yearz 'only whilſt ſuch a Friend lived, whilf 
\ ſuch an Eſtate laſted, whilſt ſuch a Way of living 
could be followed, andno longer? Well, there 
is a principle of Atheiſm and Idolatry at the root 
of theſe fears and heart-dividing cares; we are 
apt to ſacrifice to our own net,as though we lived 
not by, Providence, but our own Induſtry ; ay 
though what we have, came not from God's pro« 
viding, but from our own fore-caſting- for our 
_ and plodding in the world, | 
| iligvent in our places, iUs true, we muſt all be; 
and a providential care 13 allowed us: but yet 
when the bleſſing of God upon our diligence hath 
done that for us, which the Lord hath denied to 
fuch as have uſed as great diligence as our ſelves, 
tf not oreater; we miſt take heed of admiring 
our (elves, and ſacrificing to our own Net; as 
though God had not made the difference in tem: 
p2rals, as well as ſpirituals, | 
| cell you, Such a frame of heart as this, wilt 
caſt a man down under every frowning provi 
dence, and make him ready to fear he ſhall be 
undone, his eftate ruined, and himfelf and his, 
brought to beggary for every diſappointment 
and loſs that he meets with in the world. 

You therefore, that are the People of God, 
take heedof it, learn to ſee that you and yours 
are at God's keeping; and then the due conſt 
deration of his Eternity, will ſufficiently com- 
fort you under all your wants. | 

For if { Chriſtian ) thy Sun be ſtill ſhiningy 
Why ſhouldfſt thou fancy nothing to thy felf but 
- darkneſs? If thy Fountain be an inexhauſtible 


/ 
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| fountain, and ſtill runs, Why ſhouldfi thou fear 


todie by thirſt, becauſe ſome ſmall Conduit- 
pipes are broken off, and ſomelitcle Rivoletsftop- , 
ped up? If thy Store be ſtill ſafe, and thy trea- 

reremaining, Why for the loſs of ſome few. 


pence, ſhouldſt thou count thy felf undone? If 


the Lord be an eternal God, if he ſtill lives, and 
lives tobe the God of all thy Mercies, Oh chen, 
How unreaſonably finful is it, becauſe ſome pro- 
babilitiey of proviſion from the world, wherein 
thou hadſt pur coo much confidence, fail ; to kilt 
thy ſelf- with heart-dividing cares, With diſtruſt- 
fulne(s, and with fears of want ? | 

When Hagar looked into her bottle, and ſaw 
that empty, ſhe fell a weeping ; but when God 
had opened her eyes, and let her ſee the Foun- 
tain, then ſhe was ſatished; for, then ſhe knew 
that ſhe could fill her bottle again : So,could we, 
whoſe bottles are almoſt empty , bur open our 
eyes and fee God by Faith, remaining as an in- 
exhauſtible Fountain of all goodnels ; this mighe 
make us refrain our tears, and abundantly ſatis- | 
fie our Souls, yeilding matter of comfort to us 
under all thoſe fears of want and poverty that 
lie upon us. | | 

For, Why ſhould ſuch fear the wanting of 
things needful and good for them, whoſe God ne- 
ver fails, but endures for ever ? | 

6. And laftly, If the God whom we worſhip be 
an Eternal God, then let this comfort all thoſe that 
have an Intereſt in Him, in the certain Aſſurance of 
Life everlajting, and the full enjoyment of Him in 
glory, to all Eternity. That of Chriſt, is verified 
ta this caſe, whece ſaith He to his Diſciples, Be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe T live, you ſhall live alſo,Joh.1419. Becauſe, 
Chriſtin, thy God/lives an eternally blegied- life; 
therefore thouthy lelf ſhalt be eternally bleſleg x 
Having the Lord for thy God, -npon thie acpount 
of this bleſſed Artribire of his Eternity} thou 
haſt all the reaſon in the world to comfort thy 
ſelf with the afſtred hopesof endleſs felicity, of 
everlaſting happineſs, ' of an eternal weighe of 
olory ! For, this eternal God is not the God of 
the dead, but of the living ; not of the mortal, 
but of thee immortal; not of thole that are hap- 


for a time, Ut of thoſe that ſhall be ever lis 


ſtingly happy, and bleſſed for ever. - 

Thougit 1n our ſeives we be frail dying crea- 
tures, yet this blefied Attribute of God's Erer- 
nity will undoubtedly crown all ſuch amongſt us, 
as havean Incerelt in Him, with Eternity of life, 
glory, and unconceivable joyes. 

Oh then, How great is the Comfort that may 
juſtly accrue to ery Believer from the conſide- 

ration of God's Eternity ; this makes thy com+ 
forts eternal, thy crown eternai, thy life eternal; 
thy elory eternal glory, and thy happineſs EVer- 
hfting happineſs ! 

Here indeed ( Chriſtian ) all thy comforts are 
of adyingand periſhable nature : but im Heaven 
they will not be ſo; therethe Sun never ſets, there 
the night never appreaches, there thy joyes are 
never abated, there thy glory can nevep be eclip- 
ſed, there thy life, thy comfort, tay happineſs, 
ſhall all beFternal and never end, becaule God 
that is thy life, chy comfort, thy happineſs, 18 
truly Eternal, without Either beginning of dayes, 
or end'of life, 
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© Asa mortal father begets a mortal ſon, fo 


©the immortal God can beget no ſons but ſuch 
cas are immortal like their Father ; neither can 
© any of Gods regenerate ſo far degenerate, as 
© by falling from Grace to ceaſe to be his ' Sons, 
Fand (o fall ſhort in the end of the inheritance 
* incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 
* reſerved for them in Heaven, 1 Pet. 1. 4- 

Oh then, that by Faith we would fix our 
minds upon this eternal Felicity, admiring this 
eternal Majeſty that will beſtow it upon us. Is it 
nothing to rejoyce with that joy that no man 


can take from us? to live a life that thall never 


run into death ? to take poſſeflion of a Kingdom 
that can never be moved ? tobe, in a word,with 
the Lord, benolding the lighe of his countenance; 
which is better than life it ſelf, and chat for ever ? 
Oh what heart is fo dull, as not to be filled with 
extaſtes, trances, and raptures of joy, at theſe 
things ! 

Chriſtians, your comforts are eternal, and 
therefore ſee that you walk comfortably ; letnot 
2 moment's milery,daſh you out of countenance, 
for whom there remains an eternity of glory. 
Let the World and Hell do what they can to 
make you miſerable, yer ſtill you are truly ble(- 


fed, and everlaſtingly happy 3 becauſe you have 


made God, who is truly Eternal, your Portion. 
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Mat. 11. 23. 


And thou Capernaum, which art ex- 


alted unto Heaven, ſhalt be brought 
downto Hell. | 


| Hether men have received much or 
. lictle, it is all jn reference to an eter- 
nal account; but to be ſare, Upor 


 whomſoever much is bejtowed, of then 
much ſyall be required, Luke 12.48. Our bleſſed 
Lord, therefore, having beſtowed many ſignal 
mercies, and plorious priviledges upon Caper- 
naum ; he comes here to upbraid her,and withal, 
. tolet her know, to what extremity of wrath and 
everlaſting miſery ſhe ſtood every moment ob- 
noxious; becauſe ſhe had neither improved her 
priviledges, nor brought forth fruit anſwerable 
6 the coſt which the Lord had beſtowed upon 
er; | 


And thou Capernanm, which art exalted unts 
Heaven, ſhalt be brought down to Hell. 


The Text isa dreadfiil Commination, a terri- 


| 
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ble thunder-clap, and flaſh of lightning, proceeds 
ing outof the Lord's miouth againſt Capernannm, 
one of the moſt noted and eminent places for 
Gofpel-priviledges in all the world. In which,yon 
may obſerve theſe two things : | 
TI. Capernaum's glory and exaltation; they 
were exalted unto Heaven. 
2. Capernaum's abaſement and humiliation 3 
chey ſhall be brought down to Hell. 
In her exaltation, Capernaum ſeems delightful; 
| butin hec humiliation, ſhe proves dreadful. Her 
exaltation is hyperbolical and exceſſive, made 
higher chan ic was ; but her humiliation is with= 
' out any Hyperbole, and ſuch as ſhe will find: it - 
rue in the letter, to all Eternity. 
But ler us briefly ran over the words as they 
liein order, and then we fhall give you the poine 
of DoGrine, which from them we think goodto, 
inſiſt upon, for your edification. 
Our blefſed Lord had a little before been up- 
braiding Corazin and Bethſaida, becauſe they re- 
prneed not, after all thoſe mighty works that he 
had done amongſt them; telling chem, that it 
was like to be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in 
the day of Judgment, than for them : Now, leſt C#- 
pernaum (ſhould think her ſelf to be exempted 
from that dreadfu) doom, he makes, by this par- 
ticle, a tranſition from denouncing woes againlt 
Corazin and Bethſaida, and ſo pafſeth over to the 
| City of his own abode; as who ſhould ſay, Having 
pronounced to each of them their woes, T have 
no better tydings for thee, Capernaum ! | 

Thou Capernaum} If you reipe&. the notation 
of the word, it fignifieth the Mice or Town of 
oP M Con- 


— 
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Conſolation 3 but if you reſpet the place it (elf, 
it was.a maritine Town, fituate in Galtlee, neer | 
rothe lake Geneſareth, and bordering upon the 
Tribes of Zabulon and Nepthali.. Here it was,that 
_ our bleſſed Lord was much converſant ; here he 
takes up the place of his chief reſidence and a- 
bode ; here he exerciſeth his Miniſtry, manifeſt- 
ing his power in many glorious miracles and 
mighty works to the world : ſo that, during the 
time of his Miniſtry, here Chrift preached moſt, 
and here above all other places he manifeſted his 
eternal Power and God-head, by the many great 
and miraculous works that he wrought amongſt 
them; inſomuch, that it became a Proverb, 
Whatſoever we have heard done in Capernaum, d 
alſo'in thy own Country, Mat. 4. 13. Luke 4. 23. 
Here,to be thort, Capernaum by a Metonymie (6 
cus,pro incolis) 1s put for the Inhabitants of Ca- 
pernaum ; before which, for the greater emphaſis, 
our bleſſed Lord hath prefixed the perſonal pro- 
noun, as. who ſhould ſay, Thou xg7 #3», Thou | 
eſpecially, and above all the reſt. 
Which art exalted unto Heaven] The phraſe is 
not here to be underſtood literally, as if the In- 
| habitants of Capernaum had been taken up with. 
Paul into the third Heaven, into the ſeat of the 
Bleſſed, and che Paradiſe of God ; but we areto 
underſtand it Allegorically, of the high degree 
of honour and eminency to which . Capernaun . 
' was exalted, rhrough the expreſſion of ns oh 
oreat and extraordinary mercy to this people, 
they being advanced above all others, by the 
Preſence, Miniſtry, and miraculous Werks of 
Chriſt amongſt them. 
Shalt 


SS © oo 


Ks 


41 


= 


bas af 


wn (0d wa 5 8 OQ&OO0 30 


es bes ww ew ec WW 0 Q '/ ÞU©B Ow 


- ©3593 

Shalt be brought down to Hell) Theſe words 
hold forth Capernaum's abaſement and humiliati- 
on, Which,as one well obſerves, had it gone before, 
as it did in our bleſſed Lord, and all his people, it had 
been happy ; but to be miſerable after mercy tendered, 
to be cajt down to Hell after lifting up to Heaven, is 
very dreadful. 

Hell is ſometimes, as Heaven hefore, taken Al- 
Tegorically for the loweſt and ſaddeſt ſtate, in re- 


tſpe& of ſome temporal miſery; but ſometimes 


It 15 taken properly for the place and puniſhment 
of the damned, and ſo we. underſtand it in this 
place;-our blefſed Lord threatning the Inhabi- 
tants of Capernaum with Death, Hell, arid ever- 
laſting Miſery, becauſe they brought nor forth 
fruic anſwerable to his Preſence, his Miniftry, his 
miraculous Works, and the means of Grace a« 
moneſt them. * 

So then the ws of Doctrine, that from the 
words thus explained, we purpoſeto obſerve and 
proſecute, 1s this. | 

Do@. That all ſuch as continue barren and un- 
fruitful under the means of Grace, are in a moſt dan- 
gerous-and ſad condition. Whether it be a publick 
Nation, or a particular Congregation; or a prt- 
yate perſon, that thrive not, but live and dieun- 
fruicful under the powerful means of Salvation, 
their eſtate is moſt dreadful and lamentable. Ca- 
pernanm was a place,a people finigularly honoured 


' by God with many ſignal mercies, and glorious 


Goſpel-priviledges : they were lifted up to Hea- 
ven 1n the means of Grace ; but yet,not bringing 
forth fruits meer for repentance, here we find 


' them thrown down, without all mercy, into the 
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* . loweſt Hell, tobe below the worſt of men, even 
the filthy Sodomites themſelves, in the pit of eter- 


nal Perdition. Where God hath moſt abounded 


' In his goodneſs, he will be moſt” ſevere 'in his 


puniſhments, if that people remain unfruitful. 


 . All thoſe that enjoy the means -of Grace, - and 


yet continue barren and unfruitful, are obnoxt- 
ous every moment to the ſtroke of God's wrath 
and heavy diſpleaſure, Mat. 3. 10. Every tree 
that bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn down, and 
caſt into the fire. 

In 'the proſecution of this Do&rine, having 
firſt ſhewed who they are that continue barren and 
unfruicful under the means of Grace, I ſhall 
giveyou the Keaſons, why their condition muſt 
needs be moſt fad and dangerous, and ſo come 
to the pradiical Inprovement of the Dodirine, by. 
way of Uſe and Application. 

Firjt, Then I am to let you know, who they 
are that continue barren and unfruitful under the 
means of Grace, and that I ſhall do in theſe par- 
ticulars. 

1. Such as bring forth nothing but the leaves 
of an outward profeſſion, inilead of the ripe fruits of 
a ſanttified nature, and of an holy Gori ot ah Ma» 
ny a vain man is ſecureand confident of his Sal- 
vation, by reaſon of his Profeſlion, though he 
himſelf be an empty Vine, doing all for himſelf, 
but nothing for God ; profeſsing that he knows 
God, but in works denying him, Hoſ. 10. r. Tit. 
x, 16. Well, the fruit which God accepts, 1sa 
renewed nature, and an holy life; without theſe, 
a Profeſsion will not (erve theturn. The ſhadow 
withoyt the ſubſtance, the form withour- the 
Power 
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power of godlineſs, will avail you nothing, You 


may profeſs Chriſt all your dayes; yet if you © 
bring not forth fruit worthy of repentance, and 


amendment of life, your condition is moſt la» 
mentable and dreadful. 

Let a mantalk never ſo much of God, yet if 
he walk not with God ; let him have never ſuch 
holy words and expreſſions, yet if he have unho- 
ly works and actions; let his profeſſion be. never 
ſo-glorious, yet if his life and converſation: be-not- 
conform thereunto, but profane and ungodly ; 
this man is ſtill unfruitful under the means of 


Grace, and his.condition, for the preſent,; moſt 
ſfadand dangerous. 


As Chriſt curſed the fig-rree,which had leaves, 
bur no fruit ; ſo His curſe will abide upon all ou, 
who have the leaves, of a Chriſtian. profeſſion, 
but want the fruit of an holy:life and converſa- 
tion, Mat. 21. 19. | he 

'Oh then, conkider this, all-you that have a 
name to live, but indeed are yet dead in treſpaſ- 
ſes and fins; all you chat hold out the form, 
but indeed do yet deny the power of godlinels : 
What avails your external profeſlion, ſo long as 
your natures are-yet unſanGified, and your lives 
unreformed ? Do you not yet know, that God 
looks for fruit, and not for BR ? Do you not 
know, that your external profeſlion,if you be not, 
inwardly ſan&ified, and become new creatures 3 
if you be not ſoundly reformed, both in heart 
and hife, will but aggravate your condemnation, 
andHhelp to fink your fouls deeper in Hell ? | 

2; Such as bring not forth ſeaſonable fruit. 'Tih 


 faid of David's blefied man, ' That as a tree plan- 
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ted by the Rivers of water, be ſhall bring forth fruit | 


in bis ſeaſon, Pal. 1.3, What Solomon ſpeaks of 
a word, the ſame may [ ſay of every duty 'in ſea« 
ſon, It is like apples of gold in pitiures of filver ; bur 
being our of ſeaſon, and not rightly timed, it's 
ofcen dangerous. X 

That may be good at one time, which at ano. 
ther, through the unſeaſonableneſs of it, may 
prove accidentally evil, When God hath given us 
tome eminent ſignal mercy , now the fruit he ex- 
pe&s at vur hands, is thanſgiving and praile : 
when his Cinuch 1s as a bleeding Vine, and ini-: 
quity abounds, now the Lord calls to weeping, and 
mourning, and girding in ſack-cloth ; and thatis the. 
fruit:chat he looks for, Iſa,22. 12, But, to hang 
or harps upon the Willows , to fit weeping and. 
dilſconſolate, when God by ſome fignal Provi- 
dence icalls aloud -for rejoycins: Or, when the 
ſ19ns of God's anger, like a blazing-ſtar doap- 
pear 3- when a deluge of profanenels over-ſpreads 
the whole Land; when we ſee the Spouſe of 
Chrift with garments dipped in blood ; when we 
ſee the Agents of that Man of fin, perſwading 
people ſecretly, in'every place, to deſert the Pro- 
reftant, and eſpoule the Popiſh Religion ; inſtead 
of a-Bible, to embrace a Crucifix ; inſtead of holy 
Prayers, an idolatrous Maſs; and inſtead of go- 
ingro Church, that they ſhould go on Pilgrimage 
to ſome Saint or Relick ; whenin a ward, weſee 
men make tie Commandments of God void 
through their Traditions, and the glory depart-, 
, ing from us; then,not to be affliked, and mourn, 

aha weep; then, not to turn our laughter into 
mourning, and our joy into heavineſs, 1s an ars 
| gument 
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gument, that we ſtil] remain barren and unfruic- 
ful under the means of - Grace. For, that only 
will God own as fruit, which is done in-ſeaſon, 
and rightly timed. | 

Oh then, how much are ws all concerned to 
ſee that our duties be rightly timed; and that 
all our fruit be brought forth in'ſeaſfon ! Private 
Devotions in the time of publick Worſhip ; hang- 
ing our Harps upon the Willows, when God calls 
to thankſgiving and praiſe ; much -more rejoy- 
cing, when the tokens of God's wrath are abroad; 
when the Lord ſtands upon the threſhold of the 
Temple, asif he were ready totake wings and be 
' gone; when God ſeems to be packing up, and 
carrying away his deſpiſed Goſpel; all this is 
full as unſeaſonable as ſnow in Harveſt, and will 
. proveno leſs prejudicial, God calls not ſfomuch 
for fruit, as for ſeaſonable fruit ;;nor will he ever 
own that as fruit, which is not ſeaſonable, and 
rightly eimed. 

3. Such as bring not forth fruit, that is anſwerd- 
ble to their landing, and to the coſt which God hath 
beftowed upon them. You count not your children 
to learn, if their learning be not ſomething an- 
ſwnerableto the time that chey have ſpent in get- 
tins it, & to the coft that you have been at with 
them : Soif your proficiency be not anſwerable 
to your ſtanding in the wayes of God ; and your 
fruic, if that be not anſwerable to the means of 
Grace, under which you have lived,the Lord will 
never own you for fruitful, but looks upon you, as 
barren and unprofitable ſervants, Eg 

- Do you therefore bring forth fruit, in ſome 
meaſure anſ{werable to your ftanding, and the 
M 4 means - 
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means vouchſafed 3 as knowing,that where mnch 
is.given, not a little 1s required, Luke 12. 48. 
...As youareof longer ſtanding 1n the Goſpel, 
and have had any of you morecoft beſtowed up- 
on you, more lighe, more frequent opportunities, - 
more powerful adminiſtrations, 'than others ; fo, 
Are you grown more knowing,more ſtable, more 
fruitful jn every good word and work, than 
thers 2: 2 | 

- Are your fouls, as a ſpiritual Efhcol, full of ripe 
cluſters, and. bunches, of heavenly grapes? Do 
you bring forth fruit, like the Land of Epypt, by 
handfuls? So that as Gideon ſometime 1a1d of 
Abiezer's Vintage, The gleanings of Ephraim, are 
better than the Vintage of Abiezer : The like we 
may ſay of your ſmalleſt gleanings of ſpiritual 
fruits, that they are better, more fragrant, more 
ripe, and more flouriſhing, than the Vintage of 
many others. 

Oh, let not any amongſt you think, that, be- 
ing of longer ſtanding, and having had more 
colt, than others, beſtowed upon them, they can 
eſcape the imputation of barren and unfruitfu), 
as 'others may. 

Thoſe that are but newly planted in theLord's 
Vineyard, and upon whom. the Lord hath be- 
ſtowed no great coſt, though they have but a lit- 
tiefaith, a little knowledge, a little grace; yer, if 
- true, they will paſs for fruitful : but as for you, 
that are of a longer ſtanding, and upon whom 
God hath beſtowed. greater coſt; if you be not 
fruicful, in every good word and work 3 1f your 
Ives be nor filled with all the fruits of Righte- 
oulteſs, God will ſtill look upon you, as barren 
Þg-trees, as unprofitable ſervants. - 4. And 
4. 
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4. And laſtly ; Such as bring not forth fruit ſuit- 
able to that relation, that capacity, that ſtation, 
wherein God hath ſet hit. Somemill pray excel- 
lently, hear Sermons often, and diſcourſe well ; 
bur it's much to be feared, God at laſt will cut 
them down as barren fig-trees, becauſe ſo nach 
defective .in relative Duties. Such as are fruit- 
bearing Trees in God's Vineyard, are likea Star 
ſhining in the proper Orb and ſtatien, wherein 
God hath ſer them ; they will labour to fill up 
their relations, and to go through all the parts of 
| Religion, as the Sun through all che Signs of the - 
Zodiack. 19-7 | 
And certainly, thoſe chat endeavour not to 
bring forth fruic ſuitable co their proper ſtation 3 
thoſe that are not good in their ſeveral relations z 
thoſe, who though they ſeem to be travelling to- 
wards Heaven, yet leave the duties of their pla- 
ces, as a Terra incopnita, which they never come 
neer, God will never look upon them as fruitful; 
but however in other things they may appear 
glorious, yet he will count them no better than 
ſlothful ſervants, : A. 5 
| Sothen, Are you careful to fill up your relati- 
ons ? Do you mind, and with diligence perform, 
the Duties of your own places and callings ? My 
Brethren, not tc bring. forth ſuicable fruit, will 
(poyl all other fruit,. chat in any other kind we 
bring forth. : Boe | 
If a man were to make up a Medicine, and 
ſhould leave out the chief Ingredient, this would 
{poyl all : So, if you bring not forth proper fruit; 
but negle& the Duties of that Relation, where 


God hath ſet you; God may juſtly cut you down 
as 
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as barren Trees, good for nothing but to cumber 
the ground. | . Es 
Wherein lies the goodnels of a Member, but 
to diſcharge its proper office ? So choa that art a 
Parent, not bringing up thy children in the nur. 
tare and admonition of the Lord ; thou that art 
2 Maſter, not going before thy Family in the-ex- 
afnpleof an holy life; thou that art an Husband, 
not dwelling with thy Wife as a man of know- 
ledge ; thou that art a Child, not honouring thy 
Parents ; thou that art a Servant, not obeying 
thy Maſter ; thou that art a Wife, not quiet| 
ſubmitting to thy Husband in all things lawful, 
and pleaſing him as thy Head; what good can 
God ever expect at thy hands? Every one is fo 


far fruitful, and ſo far a Chriſtian, as he makes 


conſcience of Relation-duties : * To be ſure, if 
thou count thy ſelf a good Chriſtian, and yet art 


not 2 200d Husband ; this may juſtly lay thee un- 


der-the (uſpicion of an Hypocrite, of a Tree not 
bringing forth good fruit,;whoſe end is to be burned! 
-* Secondly, Having thus let you know, Who they 
are, that continue barren under the means of Grace; 
jet me now give yun the Reaſons, why ſuch are in 
3 moſt dangerous and fad condition. 

1. Becauſe all ſuch,as barren fig-trees,do but cum- 
ber the ground in God's Vineyard, Luk:13.7. Better 
were it, that wefhould never be planted in God's 
Vineyard, than provetherein, as unfruitful and 
barren fig-trees, to cumber the ground. For how 
ſhall the Lord of the Vineyard endure, inftead of 
fruit, to ſee his ground over-grown with wilde, 
taxuriant, and barren Vines? Better certainly 
were it, that we ſhould live in Sodojr, than in Ca* 

p pernaum, 


yn, ©, xy a a; wi tan wi was ___ mw w__t 


OR, -.. ww RN a 


_— TE? 
r | pernaum, if therein we continue barren, not la- 
bouring to be fruitful in every good word and 
t | work. It1s worſt living in a Land of Righteouſ- 
a | neſs, if we work iniquity : moſt dangerous living 
- | in a valley of Viſion, in a Goſhen of Goſpel-light, 
t | if therein we have fellowſhip with the anfruitful 
- | works of darkneſs. For as weeds in the garden, 
are ſooner pluckt up,than weeds inthe high-way; 
- | no Trees are morelurely for the fire,thanthole, 
7 | that being planted in the Lord's own Vineyard , 
7 | doyetconrinue barren, not abounding with the 
7 | fruits of Righteouſneſs. nn 
They tat are next the Sanftuary, are neereſt 

1 | danger, remaining barren and unfruicfu), by.che 
» | waters thereof; and certainly, God will be ſan- 
s | ified in ſuch as draw near him in the means of 
f | Grace, or elſe he will get himſelf glory in their 
© | juſtdeſtruQion, Lev. 10. 3. | 
2. Becauſe ſuch receiving the grace of God in 
r | vain, do fruſtrate His expefiations. The Husband- 
| | many, after the long manuring of the field, looks 
, | for fruic from the field 5 The Shepherd looks for 
encreaſe from the flock, which he watcheth, de- 
| fendeth,, and feedeth: So God,. the Hus- 
band-man, and great Shepherd of otr Souls, He 
looks for fruit from us, whom, by the means of 
Trace, he manureth, defendeth,- and feedeth. 
Now then, to fruſtrate God*s expeQations, ſo 
that all the means of grace, in regard of any: 
aving good, have been as the pouring of Water 
upon the Rock, the lighting of a Candle to the 
blind, and the ſowing of Seed upon the fand ; this 
muſt needs make a man's condition moſt lamen- 
table and dangerous. For, this makes the Lord 
repent, 
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repent, as it were, of all the Mercies andPriyi. 
ledges that ever hebeſtowed upon us. 

| As David ſaid of his labour and care about 
Nabal, In vainhaveT kept all that this fellow bath 
in the Wilderneſſ : So, may the Lord well ſay of all 
that continue unfruitfal . under the means of 


grace; In vain have I ſet my Minifters as watch-. 


men upon their Walls, in vain have I cauſed them 
to hear the glad tydings of Peace, in vain have] 
planted them in my Vineyard, invain have] 
digged about them, and pruned them, and wa- 
tered them ; they are ſti]l nnfrantful ! 

 Ohthen, How dreadful muſt be the condition 


of every unfruitful Sonl.!:- Yon that have diſ- | 


' appointed God, by your unfruicfulneſs, in his 
expectations, Oh, how juſtly will he, at-laſt, diſ- 
appoint you of that crown, that kingdom, that 
eternal reward, which at laſt you expeced tore- 
ceive at his harids ! SED 

3. Becauſe (uch.at laſt will be found excuſeleſi, 
and have nothing to ſay for themſelves, Matth. 25. 
When that wicked and flothful ſervant, who. hid 
his'Lords Falent ina Napkin, was called to an 
account for:1t; the Text obſerves of him, -that 
be was ſpeechlefi : So, yon that enjoy many preci- 
ous Talents, you that live under the means of 

Grace, -and yet continue unfruitful ; Oh, how 
fpeechleſs, -and everlaſtingly confounded trill 
you be, when God ſhall call you to a ſtri& ac- 
count for all:theſe things ! 

God may ſay tous, I have planted you by the 
waters of my SanCtuary, I have ſent unto you al- 
fo all my Servants, the Prophets, riſing up early 


and (ending them ; you have been higher than | 


the 
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the Nations round about you, you have been e- 
ver lifted up to Heaven in Goſpel-priviledges 
whilſt others ſate in darkneſs, you have dwelt in 
Goſhen light; the Sun-beams of my Mercy, and 
$tors filver. drops have daily fallen upon you : 
But, Where 1s your fruit ? How have you anſwer- 
ed all this care, and coſt, and diſcriminating 
Mercy 2 Your enjoyments have been great and 
glorious; but, What are your Improvements ? 
Are you filled with all the fruits of Righteou(- 
neſs, or,are you not filled ? Oh, how unexcuſable 
muſt they be.found, who under ſuch glorious ad- 
vantages havelived unfruitful ! Make as leight of 


] it now as youcan, yet certainly if God find you 


without fruit, he will leave you without excule 
toall Eternity ! 

4. Becauſe all ſuch are in danger tobe deſerted of 
God. Whilſt we are preſent with God in a way 
of Duty, he is preſent withus in a way of Mercy : 
but, if once he (ee us grow barren and unfruit- 
ful, under the means of grace, he will certainly 
leave us. | 

As the Phyſician leaves the fick which are in-« 
curable; as the Husband-man leaves the field, 
which, after much labour and coft, ſtill remain- 
eth barren: So the Lord will leave all thoſe, 
who, after all his coſt beſtowed'\npon them, do 
ſtill continue barren and unfruicful, as men with» 
out hope. | 

Oh then, how dangerons and lamentable is _ 
the caſe of all unfruitful perſons under the means 
of grace; from ſuch the God of Heaven is depar= 
ted, he hath curned his back upon them ; and 
though, like Eſay, they ſeck him with cears, yet 
they ſhall not find him, Heb,12.77. You 
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You then that are yet barren and unfruitful, 
' *conlider this! Did Micah ſo fadly cry out for the 


loſs of an Idol-God; and yet having loſt the only 


erue God, whoſe loving kindnels 1s better than 
life it ſelf, through your own unfruitfulneſs, 
Have you not juſt cauſe tocry out, and as men 
undone, to bewail your ſelves ? 

5. Becauſe, ſeeing þis grace thus abuſed, it pri 
voketh the Lord againſt them. When men abuſe 
Grace, they make the God of all Grace and Con- 
ſolation their enemy; andas his Grace is deſpi- 
ſed, ſo his wrath will take place, Rom.2.45. 

If the riches of God's goodnels, and forbear- 
ance, and long-ſuffering, do not lead yo to Re- 
pentance, and provoke you to bring forth fruit 
worthy of Repentance; you will but treaſure up 
wrath to. your ſelves againſt the day of wrath, 
wherein God's Juſtice will avenge che quarrel of 
his abuſed Mercy, upon you. 

God expeds fruit anſwerable to the means 
afforded; nor 1s there any thing that more pro- 
vokes Him, than to ſee men barren and unfruit- 
ful under powerful Adminiſtrations: And cer- 
cainly, if ſtill you continue ſuch,his lengthened- 
cut patience, and abuſed mercy, will turn to 
fury. 7 
6. And laſtly, Becauſe this expoſeth them to 
ruine, and everlaſting dejirufion. Such are wicked 
and (lothful Servants, hiding their Lord?s Talent 
in a Napkin, and muſt therefore be caſt into utter 
darkneſs, there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, 
Match. 25. 30. | 

Such are withered branches, and muſt therefore 
be caſt znto the fire, and burnt, Joh. 15.6. : : 

| net 
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Such, inſtead of good fruit, bring forth no- 
thing but bryars and thorns; and are therefore 
nigh unto carſing, and in the end muſt be burned, 
Heb.6.8. . 
| Such, ina word, are barren trees in God's 
Vineyard, not bringing forth any good fruit, 
and therefore, being hewen down, muſt at laſt - 
be caſt into the fire of God's wrath, Mat:3.10. 

So then, by all this youſee, God will condemn 
men at length as well for hiding, as for miſ- 
ſpending their Talents; and not only ſhall men 
find their prophaneneſs, but alſo their unfruit-' 
fulneſs under the means of grace, expoſing their 
Souls to hell, and eternal perdition. 

Not only is the tree that bringeth forth evil 
fruit, in dangerof being cut down and caſt into 
the fire, bur alſo the tree which bringech not 
forth good fruit, but continues barren, and un- 
fruitful under the means of grace. 

Oh then, how dangerous and ſadis the condi- 
tion of every ſoul, who endeavours not to be 
fruitful in every good word and work! 

If ftill chou hide thy Lord's Talent ina napkin, 
not ſtriving to improve it ; if ſtill thou content 
thy ſelf with the leaves of an outward profeſſion, 
inſtead of the fruits of an holy life and conver= 
ſation; if ſtill, in a word, living under the means 
of Grace, thou remaineſt unfruitful, not endea- 
vouring to abound in the work of the Lord ; Oh 
then, confider how obnoxious thou art, every 
moment, to the wrath of God : Thou canft not 
ſay with Agag, The bitterneſs of Death and Hell 
are gver, as not knowing bur chou mailſt the next 
moment, likea barren Tree, be cut down, _ 

made 
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madea fire-brand in Hell, to all Eternity ! 

Thirldly, and laftly; Having thns given yon 
the Reaſons of the Dofirine; come we now tothe 
prafiical Improvemertt of it, by way of Uſe and 
Application. 

1. By way of Information 3 This may well teach 
ts, that the means of Grace, are no ſufficient plea for 
Happineſs. Tares may be in the ſame field with 
the Wheat, enjoying the ſame benefit of Sun, 
Rain, and Manure, and yet at laſt be bound in 
bundles and burnt : fo you may enjoy the ſame 
Sermons, Sabbaths, and ſeaſons of Grace, with 
God's people, in the field of his Charch, and 


yet at laſt be cut down, as Trees that have cum-, 


| bred the ground,and be caſt into the fire? Tis not 
the having, but the improving of the means of 
Grace, that makes men happy : otherwiſe, if you 
remain barren and unfruitful under them, though 
for a while you may be in an 1maginary Heaven; 
yet at laft, with Capernaum, you may be brought 
down to Hell. 

Such as wait at Wiſdom's gate, barely atten- 
ding upon,and living under,the means of Grace, 
are not happy ; but ſuch as get Wiſdom, find Un- 
derſtanding, and bring forth fruit with Patience, 
Prov. 3. 13, 18. 


Let no man then deceive himſelf, preſuming | 


of life and glory hereafrer ; becauſe he enjoys 
the means of Grace here. Thou mayeſt betake 
thy ſelf to the Altar of -thy Goſpel-priviledges; 
bac if, under chem, thou continue unfruitful, the 
Juſtice of God will be ſure to fetch thee thence, 
and turn thy imaginary Heaven, into a real Hell; 
thy conceited Happinels, into eternal __ 
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Why then ſhould any man be ſo far infatuated, 
as to think, becauſe the Lord grants him the 
means of Grace, he muſt needs at laſt crown him 
with life and glory, whether he mike improve- 
ment of them, or no? Did Bethſaida, did Cord- 
zin, did Capernaum ſpeed ſo, when we find them 
all finking deeper in Hell, for not improving 
thoſe priviledges whereby they were lifted up to 
Heaven ? Te 


'. A man may enjoy Food, and Raiment, and 


Phyfick 3 and yet if theſe beneglefted, he can- 
not live: So, letme tell you this, You may en- 
joy Sermons, and Sabbaths, and Sacraments 3 

ut yet not improving them fo, as to make you 
fruitful in every good word and work, you can 
never be happy, but are in danger of eternal 
miſery ! RD 

As Circumciſion availeth nothing, 1f men keep 
not the Law: So all your Goſpel-priviledges 
can avail you nothing, if you bring not forth 
fruit worthy of Repentance, and amendment 


| of life; 


2. By way of Information : See hence, in what 
a dangerous and (ad condition. the generdlity of 
People 35. Vitions are open, yet feware gained : 
The dew of Heaven is daily dropping upon us, 


| yet how prodigiouſly barren and untruitful are 


we? 


' Have not the means of Grace been (weetly, 


plainly, powerfully, diſpenſed amongft us, and 
yer, are we not rather as a barren Wilderneſs, 
than as the Garden of God ? Though with 
Capernaum God have lifted us up to Heaven, yer 
do we not, for the moſt pare, like Capernaun, 

N deſerve, 


WE ST 
deſerve, for our impenitency, barrenneſs, thris 
viny wickedneſs, and wanton abule of the means 
of grace, to be brought down to Hell? Are nor 
the plentiful ſhowers of heavenly Do&rine, the 
fweet and warm beams of che Goſpel-Sun dif 
honoured of moſt amongſt us, by a growing 
ſpring of Thorns, noyſom Weeds, curſed Opi- 
nions, and ungodly PraQiſes > Oh, How thin is 
the number of Repenting, Reforming , Fruit 
bearing Chriftians ! How little do we fee the 
Power and Glory of Chrift in the SanQuary, a 
experimented n former times? Is it not true 
of che moſt, That they have not the Root of the 
matter within them; chey want chat tenderneſs 
of Conſcience, that fear of God, that love to his 
Ordinances, that becomes all thoſe that enjoy 
the means of grace? What ſhall I more ſay? 
Are not moſt men grown Judgment-proof, and 
Sermon-proof; ſo that, neither the voice of 
God's Word, nor of his Rod, can amend them; 
bur fill they continue as unfruitful, as ſenſual, 
debauched, ani careleſs of what concerns their 
own Souls, as ever ? 

Oh, certainly theſe things may convince us, 
[That the moſt men, living barren and unfruieful 
under the means of grace, are in a moſt lamen- 


table, and dreadful condition. They. are lifted ' 


up to Heaven ; but, being thus unfruitful under 
the means of grace, they are ſure, with Caper- 
mFaum, to fink the deeper in Hell. 

And ſhould not this make us all careful tolook 
To'our ſelves, when ſo many are every moment, 
through their own unfruitfulneſs, in danger 
being caſt into Hell ? 


Oh, 


| 
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Oh, think with thy A > thou, who ftill art 
unfruitful under the means of grace, What if che 
Lord, whom | take to be my gracious God, prove 
my avenging Judge? What if che fins, I pres 
ſumed were blotted our, ſhall appear at laſt a= 
gainft me in legible Chara&ers ? What if my 

elumptions of everlaſting Salvation, be con- 

ted by eternal Damnation? What, if afterl 
have been lifted up ſo far towards Heaven, I be 
thrown down with the multicude for my barren- 
neſs into Hell, and everlaſting burnings ? 
_ . Secondly, By way of Reprehenfion : This may 


| juſtly reprove two ſorts of men, that offend agaiuit 
it, 


I. This reproveth» all thoſe, who, enjoying the 
means of grace, do yet ( under the ſame ) continue 
barren and unfruitful. The Lord hath done as 


great things for us, as for Capernaim ; He hath 


even lifted us up to Heaven in the means of grace 3 
He hath ſet us apart for himſelf, and placed his 
Tabernacle in the midſt of us; He hat given us 
Paſtors, according to his own heart, to feed us 
with Knowledge, and Underſtanding; He hath 
made the place of our Habitation, a ſpiritual 
Goſhen, for Goſpel-light, whilft others have fate 
in Egyptian-darknefs ; He hath cauſed,ina word, 
the clouds of heavenly Do@rine, to pour down 
their ſweet, and comfortable dew upon us : And 
yet, alas, we continue barren, we ſtrive not to 
anſwer the coſt at which God hath been withus 
and are we not then, think you, blame worthyy 
thus to turn the grace of God into watitonnels, 
thus to hide our Lord's Talenc in a Napkin, and 
to receive the grace of God in vain? 2 Cor.6.1. 
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As the men of the City of Fericho ſaid of 
that, The ſituation of the City is pleaſant, but the 
water is naught, and the ground barren : So may we 
not truly ſay of many amongſt us, The Lord hath 
ſeated them in a pleaſant place, in a fruicful 
land, in a paradiſe of all ſpiritual enjoyments, 
and yet they are not made fruitful, but rather 
barren by the waters that are daily diſtilling up- 
on their Souls, 2 King.2.19. 

Ob foodiſh people and unwiſe, do you thus requite 
the Loft? Hath he intruſfted you with ſo rich a 
Talent, that you might hide it in a Napkin? 
Hath be planted you by the waters of his own 
San&uary, that you might be as a barren land, 
jn which chere is no water ? Hath he thus cauſed 
the Sun-beams of Mercy, and $S7or's filver drops 
to fall upon you, that your Souls might be like 
the Mountains of Gzlboa for hardneſs, ſterility, 
and unfruirfulneſls, whereupon no dew falleth? 
Hath the Lord, in a word, born ſolong with you, 
that ftill you might be as a barren fig-tree, good 
for nothing but to cumber the ground, and re- 
proach his Goſpel ? Oh, How is it that you do 
not conſider, that you will not underſtand, that 
every tree in God's vineyard, not bringing forth 
good fruit, ſhall be hewen down, and caſt into 
the fire? Matth.3. 10. 

' 2. This eſpecially doth reprove all thoſe, whoare 
(ſo far from being reformed and made fruitful in good 
works, by the Means of Grace under which they live, 
that they are ſtill profane, ungodly, full of all unrigh- 
teouſneſs. And certainly, if fuch as hide their 
Lord's Talent in a napkin, are blame-worthy, | 
then much more ſuch as emberel it ! n 
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Tf ſuch as receive the Grace of God, in vains 
are to be reproved; then much more, all ſuch as 
turn-the Grace of God into waiitonneſs, 

If ſuch, in a word, as bring forth no good 
fruic, areſoſharply to be cenſured ; then much 
more, are all thoſe to be condemned, that bring 
forth nothing but evil fruit; J/hoſe Vine is the 
Vine of Scdom; whoſe Grapes are Grapes of Gall; 
end all whoſe cluſters are bitter | Deut. 32. 32. 

Oh, how great is the number of men, among 
us, who in words profeſs, that they know God, 
but in works deny him; who have the leaves of 
an outward profeſſion, bur their lives are wholly 
over-run, with the weeds of all manner of finful 
and ungodly praftifes ! Such men are not Trees 
of the Garden, but of the Wilderneſs; their 
hearts are a ſoyl fruitfu), for nothing, but fin ; as, 
for pride, drunkenneſs, malice, uncleanneſs, ido=- 


| latry, ſuperſtition, and ſuch like:- theſe are thoſe 


helliſh and bitter fruits, that their lives are filled 
with, Gal. 5. 20, 21. | 
Though they live at Capernaum, - yet the ſhew 
of their countenance doth witne(s againſt them z 
and, They declare their fin, as Sodom, Iſa. 3. 9. 
Though all the day long, God have been ftretch- 
ing out his hand unto them ; yet ſtill they are a 
rebellious people, walking in the way that is not 
good, Tſa. 65. 2. Though, in a word, theſe men 
would be counted the children of Light, as well 
aS others 3 yet woe and alas, the wickedneſs of 
their own hearts, hath ſo bewitched them, chac 
they can in nothing find pleaſure, but in thean= 
fruitful works of darkneſs! Epheſ.5.11. 
But, is this, I beſeech you, becoming a popes 
4 O 
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of ſo many mercies ; ſhall the goodneſs of God, 
that ſhould lead you to bring forth fruits worthy 


of repentance, and amendment of life, thus be 


turned, through your own #mpenitency, into an 
vecafion of hardning you in wickedneſs here, and 
bf plunging you the deeper: in Hell hereafter ? 
Hwth- God brought you forth in a Land of up- 
ri#htneſfs, that you mightdeal unjaſtly 2 Hath he 
daily madecendersof his Grace to you, that yon 
aiighe- thus turn it into wantonneſs ? Hath he 
diggtd about you, and pruned you, and watered 
you, with the pleaſant ſhowers of his SanCuary, 
that your grapes might be- wilde grapes, and all 
our cluſters bitter ? Qh, the helliſh deſpair, the 
..: Hloody agomes, and the everlaſting horrours that 
wwHiſhorely fill your fouls, when all your wicked 
#hd godly prattiſes, ſhall have no frait, bur 
Thatnez not ho'other reward , but everlaſting 
Heath! Rom. 4.5. Why then, will you ſtill have 
pleaſure 1n unrighteouſheſs; allow your lelf in 
ungodly prattiſes ; and be taſting ſtill that for- 
brdden fruit of fin? Know you not, That the 
gronnd which drinketh im the rain, that cometh oft 
#pon tt, and yet beareth nothing but the thorns 
ard briars of ungodly praftiſes, 2s rejeded, andis 
*phr unto curſing, whoſe end is to be burned ? Heb. 
*6. 8. Can men gather grapes of thorns , or figs of 
th#ites ?' So, comparing Works to Trees, and 
_ Rewards to Fruict,can thy ungodly praftiſes ever 
yield chee the fruit of eternal Glory 2 Fhy ig- 
Nnoratice, thy ſwearins, thy drankenneſs, thy 
whoredoms,and Sabbach-profanations; are theſe 
the ſeed-plot of Heaven ? are theſe the founda- 
Zion, whereupon co bujld thy hope for life and 
| Ds go glory? 
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glory? Poor ſelf-deftroying finner! knoweſt 
thou not, That ſuch as ſow to the fleſh, muſt of 
the fleſh reap corruption ? That ſuch as do now, 
like thorns and briars, by their ungodly pra&i- 
ſes, cumber the ground in God's Views muſt 
ere long, be cut down and caſt into Hell, where 
the worm dieth not, and the fire is never 
quenched ? i, 

Oh then, take no longer pleaſure, in the un- 
fruitful works of darkneſs! Why ſhould you des» 
light,in that, which will ſhortly end in everlaſtin 
burnings ; and beturned, ere long, into the gal 
and wormwood of God's eternal diſpleaſure? 
Lec fin promiſe what it will, for the preſent; yer 
atlaſt, 1c will bite likea Serpent, and ſting like a 
Cockatrice; expoſing your fouls tothe vengeance 
of Eternal fire! Prov. 23.32. Who then for a 
moments pleaſure,would run the hazard of ever- 
lafting Torments, and burnings in Hell? 

Look then, if you love your ſouls, beyond the 
pleaſures of fin, whichare but for a ſeaſon, and 
think what Gall and Wormwood, they will 
ſhortly be turned into; Oh think, to what ever= 
laſting torments and howlings, in Hell, chey will 


. ere long expoſe you!Now,you can make a mock at 


fin; now, you can roul it under your tongue, 
like ſome ſweet morlel ; you will now be feeding 
upon that forbidden fruit ; now, every ſinner will 
have his Dalilah, his Herodias, and from theſe, he 
will not be divorced ; let the God of Heaven, let 
the Word of God, and his faithful Minifters, ſay 
what they will to the contrary : Oh, but how 
dreadful} will your condition ſhortly be, and 
how will you curſe the time, chat ever you 
N 4 gave 
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gave way to the leaſt fin! When,as Fonathan did 
In another caſe, you ſhall be forced every finner 
of you, to cry out, I have taſted a little honey, 
and now I muſt die; I have been feeding a while, 
with ſome ſenſual delight, upon that forbidden 
fruit, and now I muſt for ever be ſhut out of the | 
Paradiſe of God; I havebeen feeding upon the | 
: hohey of fin, for a ſeaſon, and now I muft die 
Eternally, and lie under the wrath of an angry 
God for ever ; I have been rouling ſm under my 
tongue, as a ſweet morſe], refufing to let it go; 
but now, woe andalas, I muſt not have ſo much - 
as one drop of water, to cool my tongue, though | 
ſcorched, burned, and tormented, in the flames 
of Hell, co all Ecernity ! 
Thirdly, and laſtly, By way of Exhortation ; 
If the condition of all thoſe, that are unfruitful un- 
der the means of Grace, be ſo ſad and dangerous, Oh 
then, let us all, henceforth, give diligence, to make 
a due Improvement of the means we enjoy, and tobe 
fruitful there-under. © 
God hath planted us by the waters of his own 
Sanfuary ; He hath lifred us up to Heaven, with 
Capernaum, in Goſpel-priviledges : what now re- 
mains, bur that we ſtrive to make a good Improve- 
ment of aſl, giving diligence, to be fruitful in 
every good word and work, and to be filled with 
all:the Fulneſs of God,as the Sea 1s full of water, 
& as the Stars in the firmament, are full of light? 
"* Do we know the danger, of being barren, un- 
der the means of Grace, and yet ſhall we be (0? 
Will our priviledges, if not improved, caſt us 
down into Hell, and ſhall we not then, labour to 
make a good uſe and improvement- of them ? 
n / ie 2 | ; : & we ; | Have 
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Have you any greater work to do in the world, 
than to improve your Lord's Talent ? Is there 
any thing, that more neerly concerns you, than 
that, having the means of Grace, you ſhould 

row.1n Grace, and befilled with all the fruits of 


5 
Righteouſneſs ? Oh then, be prevailed with, to 
| belike the Land of Egypt, bringing forth fruic 


by handfuls, to abound in the work of the Lord, 
to be fruitful in every good word and work! 
x. Confider, This is thegreat end of all Goſpel- 


priviledges, that enjoying them, we ſhould be fruitful 


under them. The clouds are appointed for wa- 
tering, and making che earth fruicful; ſo, the 


means of Grace, for this end, that we may grow 


tobe rich in Grace, and by a due improvement 
of them, be filled with all the fruits of Righte- 


' ouſneſs. The Nurle that gives milk to her child, 


intends its growth, and the Husband-man, that 
beſtows tillage and coſt upon his fields, doth it 
for this end, that chey may be fruicful ; ſo you, 
that enjoy the ſincere milk of the Word, if you 
grow not thereby 3; yon, that have the coſt of Or- 
dinances beitoweFupon you, and yer are not 
fruicful in every good work; you crols the very 
end, to which God hath appointed them. And is 
it nothing, thus to deſtroy the very end of your . 
Goſpel-enjoyments ? Hath the Lord given you 
the means of Grace, tothis end, chat you might 
be fruitfu], and will you till be as barren Trees, 
without fruit ? Oh, lect us not be. as Pharoah's 
lean kine, which devoured the far, and yer till 


. they werelean : ſo, letnot us itil] be devouring 


the means of Grace, and yet unfruitful! The 


Lord hath cauſed the Star of his Goſpel, a long 
= 7 2 time, 
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time, to ſhine amongſt you, and hath made the 
dew of Heaven, todrop, for divers years upon 
you; He hath not dealt ſo with every people, 
nor hath he ſhewed the like mercy, toevery Con= 
oregation : Oh therefore, ſee that you anſiver 
theend of all this Grace, and of all this Love! 
Oh, make not that an occaſion of death to your 
ſelf, which God had appointed to nourifh you 
unto life Eternal! 

2. Conſider, There is no greater Matter of re- 
proach, unto any people, than under the means 
Grace, to continue barren and unreformed. For a 
Tree, in Winter, to be fruitleſs, is nc great won- 
der ; bur, all the Summer to continue fruitleſs,is 


areproach to the Tree; fo, in the winter of Po- 


ry; when there was no open viſion, no wonder 


though men were unfruitful ;-- but, ſince the | 
Summer of the Goſpel came in, for men to be. 


unfruitful ſtil], is a reproach to them, that can 
never be wiped off. | 
For you, that are planted by the pure waters 

of God's Sanctuary ; for you, that daily fit un- 
der $ton's ſilver drops, and are lifted up toHea- 
ven in the means of Grace; for you to be barren 
and unfruitfy], this will lay you under an ever- 
Iafting blor, this will certainly expoſe you to per- 
erual ſhame, and everlaſting contempr, in the 
world to come! That you, Sirs, for whom God 
hath done ſo much, and upon whom God 
hath beſtowed ſuch diſcriminating mercies,ſhould 
yet be unregenerate, and in a ftate of nature; 
that you ſhould have graceleſs Hearts, and pray- 
erleſs Families ; that you, in a word, ſhould have 
an unfruitful and barren converſation : he 
chis 
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this is fall as prodigious, as for Cattel to conti- 
aue lean in fat paſtures ; this is full as great a re- 
proach to you, as for one that hath great In- - 
comes, and Revenues, to become a Beggar! _ 

To prevent therefore the reproach of barren» 
neſs for the preſent, and everlaſting contempt in 
the world tocome; Oh ſtrive co make ſuch im» 
provement of the means of Grace, that you may 
be fruitful in every good word, and work ! 

3- Conſider, For Men, under the means 
Grace, toremain unfruitful, is. a ſure ſigne that their 
bearts are naught. Frutius arborem indicat. Let 
not that man ſay, his heart is good, whoſe life is 
not filled with the fruics of Righteouſneſs, Luke 
6.44. Many there are, who promiſe themſelves 
much from a good heart, though they mind nor 


Praying, and Reading, and Scrianels, and fo 


much Preciſeneſs, yet they thank God, they 
have as good an heart as the beſt : But will you 
ſee, I beſeech you, your own folly, would you 
count that ground good, that after all your coſt, 
remaines a barren foyl ? or would you count thar 
a good Apple-tree, which never bears you any 
fruit, bax only cumbers the ground? 

'Lerme tell you, my Brethren, If your lives 
be not holy, your heartsare yer graceleſs ; you 
are ſtill in the gall of Bitterneſs,and in the bonds 
of Iniquity ! Lec me tell you, I ſay, and the 
Lord ſet it home upon your ſpirits, if, enjoying 
the means of Grace, your lives are not filled 
with thoſe fruits of Gods holy. Spirit, Repent- 
ance, Faith, Temperance, Godlinefs, and the 
like, you are ftill in the rank of thoſe corrupt 
Trees, thatare nigh unto curſing, whoſe end 1s 
to be burned / 4. Con» 


_ C184 

4. Confider, If, enjoying the means of Grace, 
you remain unfruitful, this will ſpoyl you of all com- 
fort, and fill you with amazement and confuſion, an- 
other day. When Adam was naked, he ran from 
the preſence of the Lord, as confounded there- 


at : When the ſouls of men within, are nakedof | 


Grace, andchelives of men without, are naked 
of the fruits of Righteouſneſs, they have then 
no courage, no comfort, no boldneſs, to pre- 
ſent themſelves beforethe Lord. 

- . Noth the Maſter (mile, or frown, upon an un- 
fitable ſervant ? Can he chat hath hid his Lords 
Talent in a Napkin, and made no improvement 
of it, come before his Lord with comfort, with 
aſſurance that his Lord will accept him ? Doth 
not ſuch an one hang down the head,is he not dif 
conlolate, and filled with confuſion ? Oh then, 


that when your great Lord and Maſter ſhall ap- | 


pear, you may have comfort, and not be con- 
founded, give diligence co improve his Talent; 
tec your growth, and fruitfulne(s, be anſwerable 
'tothe means afforded ! 

5. Confider, How graciouſly the Lord will ſpare 


you, if, enjoying the means of grace, you endeavom | 


to improve them for growth and fruitfulneſs. We 
often grieve the good Spirit of God, and abuſe 


his kindneſs: J, bur if ve have any bunches 0 X ; 
Pomegranates to ſhew, if we bring forth any ' 


fruit to the glory of God, he will ſpare us as4 
man will ſpare his own Son that ſerveth him, 
Mal.3.17. | 
If theLawsof men ſpare for the fruit ſake, 
how much more will the Goodneſs and Mercy of 
God, ſpare thoſe, whoſe ſouls are a ſpiritual 

| | Efpcol, 


., 
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Ecol, who endeavour to be filled with the fruits 


of Righteouſnels ? 

Where there is no fruit, indeed, there is no- 
thing that ſtands between che ſoul and wrath, be- 
tween the ſon] and the vengeance of Eternal 
fire : But, this may encourage you to be fruitful 
under the means of Grace, that being ſo, you 
are ſure to be reprieved, you are {ure of an in- 
tereſt in God's ſparing Mercy ! 

It's obſerved by ſome, that, had Chriſt found 
any fruit upon that barren Fig-tree, he would 
have ſpared it, but finding nothing bur leaves, 
he pronounced it accurſed : However that be, 
yet ſure I am, 1f thou have but any buddingsof 
Holineſs, if any fruits of Grace in thy life, the 
Lord will ſpare thee, He will not deſtroy thee, 
Iſa. 65. 8. 

nh thou be weak in Grace, and art not ſo 
filled with the fruits of Righteouſneſs as many 
others, yet being faithful ro improve what cthon 
haſt,the Lord will accept it; thou art too good a 
Treeto be made fuel on; and though thou have 
but one cluſter, yet ſpare it ſaith the Lord, for 


. there 1s a bleſſing in 1t. 


6. Conlider, If, enjoying the means of Grace, 


' you be fruitful under then, hereby yo! will glorifie 
Þ God, and be an honott to his Goſpel. The fruits of 
1 Righteouſneſs,are,by Jeſus Chrijttothe glory of God, 


and an Ornament to the Goſpel, Phil. 1. 11. The 
Name of Chriſt, and the honour of his Goſpel, 
15 kept up in the world, by ſouls that are fruitful 
under the means of Grace: Theſe are the only 
Perſons, that make others think well of Chriſt, 
and ſpeak well of his Goſpel. *Tis the glory - 
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a Landlord, to have his Tenants grow rich under | 
him; and it is a praiſe to the Husband-man, 
when the plants in his Orchard thrive and are 
fruitful : So, when we that are Tenants eo the 
oreat Landlord of all. the world, grow rich in 
Grace, when we that are planted in the Lords 
Vineyard do flouriſh therein, and are filled with 
the fruits of Righteouſneſs, chis is found,through 
Jeſus Chriſt, to the glory of God, and to the 
honour of his Goſpel. 

Oh then, If you either tender Gods glory, or 

the credit of the Goſpel, give diligence to be 
fruitful in every good word and work ! | 
7. Conſider, There can be no better ſign of the 
truth of grace in our hearts, than under the means 
of grace to be fruirful, abounding in the works of 
the Lord. *Tis a ſure fign you are not as trees 
ewice dead, plucked up by the roots, when your 
lives (bal! be filled wich the fruits of Righteoul- 
neſs. Fruitfulneſ(s differenceth a true Saint from 
a painted Hypocrice; an Hypocrite hath fair 
leaves, but the root of the Righteous yieldeth fruit, 
Prov.12.12. 

As a Man differeth from a Beaſt by Reaſon ; fo 
atrue Chriftian from an Hypocrite by his Fruit. 
*'Tis fruitfulneſs that puts a difference between 
ſuch as are ſound, and ſuch as are hollow trees 
in God's vineyard. + 

Oh then, give diligence to improve the means 
of grace for growth and fruirfulneſs, Would you 
| ever know the cruth of your grace? Would you 
know your ſelves to be ſound, and not rotten 
trees in God's vineyard ? Would you know your 
felyes to be trees that ſhall at length be ag” 
| ce 
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ted into the Paradiſe of God, and,not ſuch trees 


_ as ſhall at length be cut down and caſt into the 


fire; then labour to be fruitful under, and to 
make a due improvement of, the means of grace! 

For conſider the fruits of Righteouſneſs ; 
6©Thele are (as Bernard ſaid of good-Works) the 
C evidences of true Grace, the (ced of Hope, the 
© figns of Predeſtination, and the happie preſages 
© of our future Glory ! 

8. Conſider, How diligent men are, having op- 
portunities and means of enriching themſelues, to 
improve them. Ts itnot wonderful to ſee how the 
Merchant (ets his wits on work, and what hazard 


herunsto improve his Trade? Do you not ſee 


how induſtrious the Husband-man is to improve 
his gronnd, and of a barren to make a fruicful 
land ? Oh then, what a ſpur ſhould this put up- 
on all our endeavours? What is the Merchant's 
Tradeto that Pearl of great price ? What isa fruit- 
ful land, to a Soul that is filled with the fruits of 
Righteouſneſs ? What are the riches of this world, 
to the riches of grace here, and of glory in the 
world to come ? Shall men labour toimprove 
the means and opportunities of making them- 
ſelves rich, and fhall not we improve the means 
to make our ſelves rich in grace? Shall men; 
ſtrive to have their Grounds enriched , their 
Gardens and Orchards fruicful; aud ſhall nor 
we much more give diligence to get our Souls 
enriched with grace, and to have our lives filled 
with che fruits of Righteouſnels ? | 
Oh! Why ſhould any men in. the world, do 
more for the meat that periſheth, chan we, for 


the meat that endures to eternal life? VVhy 
ſhould 


wc... eo 
ſbould any man do more to improve the dung of | 
this world, than we to get and improve that 
grace, which at length ſhall be crowned with e: 
verlaſting glory ? 20 OR 

9. Conſider, How long the Lbrd bath born with 
you, howgraciouſly be hath waited upon you 3 andlet 
this make you firive tobe fruitful under the means 
grace. He hath come, not chis three, bur this 
ewenty, thirty, forty years, ſeeking Fruit from 
ſome of us, and yet our barrennels appears; 
Notwithſtanding, He waits upon us to be graciou} 
tous. And, 1s it nothing, that the Lord, who 
might have cut you down as unprofitable trees, 
and caſt you into hell, is til! pleaſed to ler you 
grow in his vineyard 2 Might not the Lord have 
{aid of you, as ſometime of the barren Fig-tree, ||. 
Behold, this tree! This ten, this twenty years [ 
come feeking Fruit on theſe Sinners, theſe un- 
profitable Servants, theſe barren Fig-trees, and 
find none, Cut them down, why cumber they the 
ground ? Certainly, as the goodneſs of God ſhould 
lead us toRepentance; fo his Patience ſhould 
effe&tually perlwade us to bring forth Fruic wor- 
thy of Repentance, and amendment of life! 
Rom. 2. 4. 

Oh, how ſpeechleſs and confounded will you 
be, when God ſhall ask you, Why were you not 
fruicſu] under the means of grace? I beſtowed 
Talents upon you to trade with, I ſet the recom- 
pence of eternal life before you, I planted -you 
by the waters of my SanAuary, [ gave you my 
Goſpel, UW Spirit, my Miniſters'; and to all 
theſe, I added much Patience, giving you timeto 


fruRihe 1n, after you had been, ten, twenty years 
PI) 
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.s barren-Fig-trees, in my vineyard, yet I cut 
you not off; but waited that you mighc be fruit- 
ful z How is1t then, that you were not ſo ? How 
is it that you lived, and died unfruitful, after ſo 
much patience ? 

1o. Confider, If enjoying the means of grace you 
endeavour to be fruitful thereunder, what 4 C ordial 
this will be to your Souls, in adying hour. Death, 
likea Whirlewind, may blow down the tree of 
the body, but iccan never blaſt the fruit of our 
graces, Kev.14,13. Thoſe that are trees of Righ- 
teouſne!s, they carry.the fruits of Righteouſneſs 
along with them, as ſo many death-bed Cordi- 
als. This will ftay them as with Flaggons, and 
comfort them as with Apples of life, whien they 
are ſ{wooning, fainting,dying, and bidding adieu 


1 toall their creature-enjoyments, to remember 


that their lives were filled with the fruits of 
Righteouſneſs, to remember that they livednor 
unfruicfu], but were ſerviceable to God in their 
generation ! - Oh, how refreſhing will it be, when 


coming to die, a man is able*to ſay, TheLord 
.gave methe means of grace, and I have brought 
forth the fruits thereof; God made my Cup full; 


and I made it to run over for the relief of others 3 
he entruſted me with one, with ewo, with five 
Talents, and, through grace, Thid them not in a 
Napkin, but have improved them to ſo many 
more ! | | Fo, 

Would you then be above the fear of Death ? 
Would you meet with conifort ina dying hour ? 
Oh, firive to improve ſuch Talencs as God hatti 
entruſted you with ; and ſee, that enjoying the 
means of grace, you have your fruit unto Righs 
teouſnels ! WW. 11, Cons 
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11. Confider, Tf enjoying the means of grace ym 
remain unfruitful, this will aggravate your condem» 
nation. - The means of grace, if not-duly im- 
proved for growth and fruitfulneſs, ſerve only as 
Torches to light men to hell; and the brighter 
ſuch Torches have ſhined, the hotter will Hell 
fire burn upon them for ever, Luk.12.47. 

By how much the more then you have.with Ca- 
pernaum been lifted up in Goſpel-priviledges to- 
wards Heaven, fo.much the deeper, if you be not 
fruitful, muſt you ſink in Hell, and eternal perdi- 
tion / : 

Let me then prevail with you to mind this du- 
ty of improving the means of grace, and that in 
ſach ſort, that in every good word and work you 
may be fruitful. - Oh, conſider what it is that I 
| preſs you to; it's nothing, but that you would 
ftady to prevent your own deſtruion, to eſcape 
everlaſting burnings in hell, and not to make 
that which was appointed unto life, an occaſion 
of greater damnation to your ſelves, an occaſion 
of a far more excecding and eternal weight of 
miſery! If the Motion be not reaſonable, re- 
jet itwith ſcorn, and ſpare not : but, if there 
be all the Reaſon in the world for what I ſay,and 
your Conlciences can tell you it 15 ſo ; then, Oh 
then, take heed that youlive not unfruitful under 
the means of grace, that you be not any longer 
as barren trees in God's vineyard, ecumbring the 
ground ! For conſider, I beſeech you, this; no 
-ecees ſhall be more dreadfully burnt, than thoſe 
which are planted in God's own vineyard, and 
yet bear no goad fruit! The means of grace, if 
you live and die unfrnitful under ther, like of 
an 


burn yon more terribly !- 


(191 ” 
and Pitch, will make the fire of God's wrath to 


According to mens Priviledges and Talents 
here, /1f not improved, fo ſhall be their condem- 
nation; their torments, hereafter. You cannot be 
lifted -up to Heaven in the means of grace, but 


' this, in caſe yon improve them not, will brins 


you down with Capernaur., to the loweſt hell ! 
12. And laſtly, confider, Tf enjoying the means 
of grace you improve them to growth and fruitfulneſs, 
God will ſhortly crown you with life, and eternal glory: 
Being -Fruit-bearing trees in the Lord's yineyard, he 


will not makefye/ of you, but will crantlate you 


ere long into the Paradiſe of God. The Servants 
tiat donbled their Lord's Talents by trading 


 withthem, they are called up into the joy of their 
| Lord, Luk. 19. 16, 17. | 


Let mens lives but be filled with the fruits of 


- Righteouſneſs, and there 1s nothing can hinder 


them from eating. of the Tree of Life, which 
beareth twelve manner of fruits, and yieldeth its 


fruit every month, Rev. 22. 2. 


God is not unfaithful to forget your labour of 
love; and therefore if here you be fruitful in 


_ grace, he will ſee that hereafter you be crowned 


with glory; if here you ſow to the Spirit, he. 
will ſee that hereafter you reap of the Spirit. life 
everlaſting! 

Shall I then, upon the aceount of your own 
everlaſting advantage, prevail with you to make 
a due improvement of the means of grace ? Shall 
I perſwade your, upon the account of that life, 
happineſs, and eternal glory, which abides all 
thoſe that are fruitful, in the world co come, up- 
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on the account of that fulneſs of joy, and thoſe 
Soul-fatisfying pleaſures that are at God's righe 
hand for evermore ; Shall I perſwade you to be 
fruitful in every good word and work ? Oh, me- 
thinks you ſhould eaſily be intreated to provide 
for your own happineſs, to make ſure of life, and 
eternal glory upon any rates! Yell, do but im- 
prove your Lord's Talent, and you ſhall enter at 
laſt into' the joy of your Lord ; Let it be your 
care, under the means of grace, to have your fruit 
unto Righteouſneſs, and undoubtedly, the end of 
that fruit ſhall be life; yea, everlaſting life in the 
Kingdom of Heaven ! Rovi.6.22. As ſure as here 
you are gracious, ſo ſure ſhall yon hereafter be 
made glorious, As ſure 2s Heaven enters into 
your Sonls in this world, fo ſure ſhall you enter 
into Heaven in the world ro come. As ſure as 
you make improvement of your Lord's Talent, 
ſtriving to be fruicful under the means of grace, 
ſo (ure ſhall you encer into the joy of our Lord ! 
And, do you know whzta blefſed thing it 15 to 
be crowned with everlaſting glory ? Do you know 
how bleſſed a thing it 1s for a Soul to be tranſla- 
red hence into Heaven? Do you know what a 
bleſſed thing it is for a Soul to be gathered tothe 
Spiritsof juſt men made perfe&, for a Soul to ſit 
down with Abraham ? Do you know, in a word, 
how blefſed a thing it is for a Soul, afrer all the 
waves of Afﬀiiftions, and rouling biliows upon 
which he was toſſed in the troubleſome Sea of _ 
this world, to be called up into everlaſting Com- 
muniofi-with God; where, after our weariſome 
pilgrimage, we ſhall have an everlaſting glorious 
Reft, beholding the ever bleſſed God without end, 
- praiſing 


oo on. 
raifing him without ever being weary, and feed- 

ing without ſatiety upon thoſe unperiſhable 
Soul-ſatisfying pleaſures that are at his right 
hand for evermore?. | 

Poor ſhallow worms that we are, talk we may 
of theſe things; but are no more able tocom- 
prehend them while we dwell in theſe houſes of 
Clay, than to compals the whole Heavens with a 
a ſpan | 

Seeing therefore, that God hath provided for 
all chat improve their Talent, ftriving to be fruit- - 
ful under che means of grace, ſuch everlaſting 
glorious feiicity in the world to come; How 
ſhould this make us carefull to improve our 
Lord's Talent, and give diligence under the 
means of grace, to be fruitful in every good 
word and work ? Oh, let notany of us, through 
our Own barrenneſs in God*s vineyard, make 
our ſelves yncapable of being tranſplanced into 
the Paradiſe of God, the Caleſtial Candan, the 
Heavenly Feruſalſem , where all Fruit-bearing 
Vines are {aden with full cluſters of richeſt. 
Grapes, drinking their fills of freſh Fountains 
of glorious Joyes, and everlaſting delights! 

Theſe are the Motives that ſhould, in all rea- 
ſon, prevail with yoli to improve your Talents 3 
that ſhould make you give diligence under the 
means of grace, | to be fruitful in every good 
word and work : 'Now, that you may to your 
own everlaſting advantage, do fo; obſerve and 
put in pra&iſe, I beſeech you, theſe following 
Dire&ions: | 
© * 7.” Be ſure that you get into Feſus Chriſt, and be 

made one with him. As the Cience muſt firſt be 
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grafted on the Stock, before it can bring; forth 
Fruit :- So, we muſt firſt be branches in Chriſt, 
- united to, and made one with him, .before ever ' 
we can be fruitful in good: works, Fohn 15. 5. 
The' Tree. muſt firſt be good, -before any good 
Fruit can grow-upon it; But now, a man cannot 
| be good ontoff Chriſt; he 1s a-.corrupt Tree, and 
cherefore ſuch muſt h1s Fruit be alſo, Luke.6. 43. 
A Tree that 1s dead, will yield no fruit: Now, 
every man out of Chriſt, 'is like a Tree twice 
dead, pluckedup by the roots, he hath no. prin- 
cipleof life within him, bnt is ſpiritually dead, 
and can therefore never bring forth Fruit unto 
God, 1 fcbn5.-12. _ : 
Oh then, take heed that you reſt nor in a 
Chriſtle(s condition, but get an intereſt in him, 
and this will make you Fruitful under the means 
of Grace ! That man who is a branch of Chriſt 
\ the true Vine, though before, he were like a dry 
Rod, yet now with A4rovs Rod he bloſſoms, and 
brings forth Almonds. ; | 
. © 2. Take beedthat you allow not your ſelves in any, 
the leaſt fin. If. our teeth be (et on edge by thele 
Apples of Sodom, wecannor ſo reliſh che Fruics 
of: Righteouſneſs as to abound therein: In 
ſome ſoyls, Trees will not grow; to be ſure Grace 
wilt never grow, nor thrive -in a ſinful heart. 
Sin, lived in; is like Vermine to the Tree, de- 
ftroying the Fruits of Righteouſneſs in_ſuch a 
fon). If ever therefore you would be Trees in 
Gods Vineyard, filled wich all the Fruits of 
_ Righteouſnels; then, take heed of fin, and. fly 
from it, as from Hell ic ſelf. This, if lived in, 
like the worm in Zonaſos Gonrd, will ſmite yu | 
tl 


} > 
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till you wither and come to * AWE ; | 

3+ Labour to get your hearts affefied with godly 
ſorrow for all your ſins, eſpecially that you have been 
ſo long unfruitful and barren, under the means of 
Grace. When the plant hath been pricked, fo 
that it 1flies forth Gum and Tears, the Fruit 
will be the more, as ſome ſay, and the ſweeter z 
To be lure, the man that hath been pricked at 
the heart for ſin, wateriny the means of Grace 
with penitential Tears, will abound in the Fruits 
of Righteouſneſs. _ Op 

Moiſt grounds, as. your Marſhes, are uſually 
moſt fruicfal : However, the foul that is ofren 
mcyſtened, and. ſteeped. in the tears that flow 
from a broken, ſorrowful, and contrite heart, 
will be fruitful under the means of Grace, | 

The reaſon why the valleys flouriſh with 
Corn, is,- becauſe the ſprings run there : So, 
where the ſprings of godly forrow run, there 
the heart bears a fruitful crop... | 

Leah had a tender eye, that by reaſon of its 
tenderneſs, was apt to water, and ſhe was fruit=- 
fil : The Chriſtian that hath a tender weepin 
eye, will undoubtedly be fruitfitl in every goo 
word, and work. = Cs 

Oh then, give diligence, tnat you may get a 
tender melting frame of ſpirit, and fee that you 
often accuftome your ſelves to godly forrow ! 

Oh ! what need is there that all of us ſhould 
be afflicted, and weep, and mourn, that our 
langhter ſhould be turned into mourning, 'and 
our Joy into heavinelſs, if for no other cauſe, 
yet becauſe we have been ſo unfruitful, under 


the means of Grace! 
| Do 


(196) fo 
Do yon not hear how the Husbandman come | 
Jains, like che men of fericho, if his' field: be 
Cates? Do.you not ſee how | the Merchant 
droops, and hangs down the. head, if his Ship 
miſcarry, or come home empty ? 
: And ſhall not we then much more complain, 
bow down the head, and be affiifted for our own 
barrennels, non-proficiency, and great unfruit- 
fulne(s, under the means of Grace ? That God 
hath planted us by the waters of his Sanuary, 
- and yet' we continue barren, that our Talents 
have been (o great, and qur improvements ſo 
fall,” rhis 1s a tamentatton, and muſt be for a 
hamentation to all that would ever be fruitful un- 
der the means of Grace! $975 mourners are 
alwaies the moſt thriving Chriſtians : they reap 
In Grace and Joy, while others whoſe hearcs are 
impenitent; 'reap in fin and eternal wrath! + ' 
4+. And laſtly, -Be every way nothing in your own | 
eyes, ſiriving alwayes to keep ' an humble and. lowly 
frame of ſpirit. **Tis obſerved in ſome Coun- 
tries, as 1n France, that the beſt and largeſt 
grapes, which they make their Wine of, grow ' 
upon the lowerſort of Vines; Sure I am, the beſt 
and faireſt Fruits of the Spirit, do grow upon 
the humble and lowly Chriſtian, Fam. 4. 
© God -refijleth the proud, but gives grace to the 
hymble. The low Valleys are covered with Corn, 
while the hign towring Mountains are barren and 
wnfruitful: So, while men of a proud and lofcy 
Fprric, are barren of all goodneſs, the humble 
andlowly Chriſtian, is filled with the Fruies of 


s 


RiKhceouſneſ-, 
| Beſurethen, whatever you do to ſuppreſs all 
hy | proud _ 
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proud and over-weaning thoughts of your ſelves, 


and to walk humbly with God. Many might 
have made a good improvement of their Lord's 
Talent, and been fruitful in Grace, if they had 
not conceited themſelves to be fo. The only 
way then to be fruicfu] underthe means of Grace, 
;s to have low thonghts of your (elves, and to 
keep humble, whatever your priviledges, and 
attainments are. Of all ſouls, humble ſouls, 
© do moſt prize the means of Grace ; of all ſouls 
they are moſt fearful of loſing the means of 
c Grace; and will therefore of all others, be moſt 
«careful to improve the means for growth, and 
6 fruitfulneſs. Oh then, though you be lifted 
up never fo high in your priviledges, yet be ſure 
that you walk humbly and lowly, that fo you 


May not with Capernaum be brought down to 


Hell for your barrengeſs, but that you may im- 
prove thoſe Talents with which you are intruſt- 
ed, abound in the work of the Lord, have your 


Fruit unto Holineſs, and the end of that Fruit, e- 


verlafting Life! 
FINIS. 
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SERMON VI. 


Rom. 5. 5. 
And hope maketh not aſhamed. 


| Ur bleſſed Apoſtle, having at large af- 
| ſerted, in the foregoing Chapters, the 
Do&rine of Juſtification, not by Inhe- 
rent, but by Imputed Righteouſneſs; He 
comes in this Chapter, to ſpeak of ſome of thoſe 
bleſſed Effe&s,that are reſultant from it,and con- 
{ſequent to it. | 
- Amongſt many, that might have been menti- 
oaed, our Apoftle infiſteth upon two of the glo- 
rious Effe&s, accrewing from his Juſtification to 
every Believer; namely, Peace with God, and 
Hope of Glory. 


1. The former of theſe Efſe&s, that is, Peace 
with God, he declares by another efficient Cauſe, 


telling us, .that we have it through our Lord Je- 
ſus Chrift, whoalone, by the ſacrifice of Himſelf, 
hath reconciled us to God. This benefit of Re- 
_ conciliation, with the God of Heaven, he ampli- 
fies by inſtituting a Collation betwixt it and an- 
other benefir of as great Concernment, which is 
Faith in Chriſt, by which we have acceſs into 


thi G 
\ 
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[he fore-mentioned Grace of Reconciliation. 


[for, were we not juſtified by Faith, in the ſighc 


of God, we could never have Peace with him; 
our Juſtification þefore God, being that which 
uſhers in our Reconciliation with him. ' 

2. Thelatter of theſe Effe&s, that is, The hope 
which Believers have of the glory of God, and all 
aher good things, the Apoſtle amplifies, by the 
nonderful operation thereof, in the hearts of 


- [God's people; telling us, that, ſo great and cer- 


tain is that Hope, that it makes them rejoyce in 
conſideration of their futnre glory, asif they 
nere already poſlefſed of it. This rejoycing of 
God's people, in hope of their future glory, he 
further amplifies, by that which is more to be ad- 
mired, namely, that they are able to rejoyce in 
the greateſt tribulatiousz and, Not only ſo, faith 


be chought, that God's people rejoyced in that 
which was evil and deſtrugive to themſelves, he 


ly, becauſe by thoſe afliftions, which befal them, 
the Lord ſtrengthens their hope, and confirms 
them,in expe&ation of their future glory. Which 
he proves by this Sorites : Afflifion, ſaith he, 


] yorketh patience; patience, experience; and ex- 
| perience, bope ; therefore, afflition worketh Hope. 


This done, he returns to Hope, evincing the 


| certainty thereof, in the words of my Text, from 


a glorious effe& of it, which is,not to make thoſe 
alhamed that have it. For, ſfaithhe, Hope maketb 
not aſhamed. EA 

Thus I have given you the coherence of the 


the 


words, and brought you through the Suburbs of 


. 


he, but we glory in tribulation. Yet, left it ſhould , ® 


gives us the Reaſon, why they ſo rejoyce ; name- 


( 200 . Jy 
the Context,into the glorious City of the Textiy|!! 
ſelf: wherein, you may obſerve theſe two Part. | 


. patars.. | 
x. 7 heſubje&, Hope. : ſc 
2. The predicate, maketh not aſhamed. -Jt 


x1. For the ſubje&, Hope] The word admit|_ 

of various acceptations; upon the explaininy|#* 
whereof, we may not now fo much as couch, fi 
muchlels, go about to exſpatiate. -Onely ths" 
much,you may take notice of, that ſometime iti t 
taken forthe obje&, or thing hoped for ; andfo|# 
the Apoſtle rells us, that hopewhich is ſeen, is na |. 
hope, Rom.8.24. The meaning is, Thar the obje& | 
of Hope,when orice it is ſeen & enjoyed, ceaſeth | 
thence-forward, to be hoped for. For, how can 
he hope for Life, Happineſs, and eternal Glory, | 
who 1s already poſſeſſed of them ? Hope, is not t 

+ of that which 1s ſeen and enjoyed, bur of that |! 
which i< abient and inviſible. | | 
But, ſometime the word is taken, for the affe | 
&ion or grace of Hope, whereby a Soul doth ted: | 
faſtly expect, and wich patience wait upon God 
in Chriſt, for the accompliſhment of all thoſe fu- | 
ture good things, whether' relating to life' or | « 
godline(s, which the Lord hath promiſed, and |. 
| 
| 


faith believeth, as poſlible, though difficult to be 

. obtained; and that is the acceptation of the 
word, 1n this place, -Þ 
2. For the predicate, Maketh not aſhamed] 
*Ov xglarrxurer: There is a Meiofis in the words, 
which though they be uttered negatively , milf 
yet be underſtood of a poſitive effe&, attributed 
in this place, to a Chriſtian's Hope, as implying, 
that it*s never diſappointed, but doth "_ 
| yield |. 
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jield matter of glory, enabling a man to rejoyce 


Þ ia the greateſt cribulation, and to count ic his 


- | CrOWN. | 
From the words of my Text, thus explained, 
you may obſerve with Me, this poinc of Do- 

- [(rine. | 

DoR&. That the Hope which a Chriſftian hath, 
pill never make him aſhamed. Perplexed, a Chri- 
fian may be, but, not in deſpair ; -reproached, 
| bat, not aſhamed; yea, he may be perſecuted, to 


4 | the very death, bur yer, he can never be con» 


founded, 2 Cor. 4. 8, 10. 
. The hope of a Righteous man, ſhall be eurned 
into gladneſs ; bur, into ſhame, it ſhall never be 
turned, Prov. 10.28. , | 

To have a man's Hope, turned into ſhame, 
- [were the greateſt miſery ; but, he that cruſterh in 
the God of Facob, and whoſe hope the Lord is, 
s pronounced bleſſed, Pſal. 146.5. Fer. 17. 7. 
| Many men preſume of mercy from the Lord, 
. | and promiſe themſelves plory with che God cf 


d. | Jacob, who ſhall at length beexpoſed to ever- * 


lafting ſhame, and perpetual contempt : bur 
. | thoſe, who place their whole affiancein the Lord, 
continually waiting upon him, in the way of his 
Judgments, for all things appertaining to life 
and godlinels, for grace to make them more ho« 
ly here, and for glory hereafrer to make chem 
everlaſtingly happy, ſhall never be aſhamed ; they 
(hall never be confounded, Rom. 9. 33... 
In the proſecution of this Dofirine , we pur- 
ofe, by Divine Aſſiſtance, to give you the Rea- 
= evincing the truth of it; and from thence, 
to pals to the praditcal Improvement of it, by way 
of Vſe and Afpplication., 
Firſt, 
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Fir#t, For the Reaſons, evincing the truth of |/ 
chis Dodirine, That a Chriftian's hope will neve 
make bin aſhamed; you may take, amongft mary, 
. theſethar follow. . 

x. Becauſe the hope, which every true Chriſtiay 
bath, is nothing, but what the Lord himſelf bath 
wronught in him, by his holy Spirit. A Chriſtian 
Hope, is not a moral virtue, acquired by cuſtom, 
and frequent a&ions, but a gracious habit ts 
| fuſed into him, by the Spirit of God, who isthe 
fole Author, andefficienc Cauſe of ir, as being; 
flower, that never grew in nature's Garden. . 

The original and pedigree of a Chriftian' 
Hope, is from God alone, who is therefore often |. 
called the God of Hope; not only objetiveſy, 
becauſe we ought to place our whole afftiance in 
him, bur alſo effeftively, becauſe he works it in 
us, 1 Pet. 1.3. Bleſſed be the God and Father of on 
Lord Jeſus Chrijt, who according to his abundant 
mercy, hath begotten us again to a lively hope, bythe 

reſurredion of Feſus Chriſt from the dead. 

___ Sothen, you ſee, *tis the work of God, to be 
cet ustoa lively hope; we are of our ſelves, no 
more able to hope for Heaven and'glory, toge- 
ther with the good things conducing thereto, 
than weare to purchaſe them : The Lord, there- 
fore, gives usan eye to hope, as well asan hand | 
to believe; and when this eye grows dim , he 
clears it by the anointing of his own Spirit, that 
we may hope to the end. 

And can we think, chat a God,. ſo infinitely 
kind and gracious, as the Lord is, will be the 
Author of confuſion to his own people, working 
hope in them, by his holy Spirit, to put them to 
ſhame ? How 


|. How then, can the Lord chooſe but be good to 
them, that wait for him;to them, that place their 
whole hope and afhance jn him. ? Lam. 3. 25. 

2. Becauſe, as the Lord is the Author, ſo heis 
the Objed of @ Chriſtian's hope. If indeed, we 
ſhould anchor, and anchor on the waves; if 
we ſhould build, and build upon the ſands, we 
might milſcarry : but, building upon fo ſure a 
Foundation, anchoring upon ſo ſure a Rock, as 
the Lord Fehovah; impoſlible it is, that we ſhould 
ever miſcarry, and be aſhamed of our Hope. 

Men may fai| us, and be men, becauſe they are 
ſubje& to change, and many times, unable to do 
what they purpoſed : but now, the Lord cannot 
' fail us. and be God, if we place our whole hope 
and affiance in him, it being impoſlible, that c 

Divine Majeſty, ſhould be ſubje& to mutability, 
or weakneſs, | 

The Lord, in many places, is called, The God 
of pt and thoſe, that place their whole hope 
and affiance in the Lord, areevery where, in holy 
Writ, pronounced, Happy ; and all this, to letus 
underſtand, that ſuch as make God, the Obje& 
of their Hope,ſhall never be aſhamed, Pſal.146.5. 

To hope in the creature , will be matter of 
ſhame, and everlaſting reproach ; but, thoſe that 


4 | hope in God,their Creator,have anchored upon 


ſich an immoveable Rock, that all the powers of 
Hell and Darkneſs, can never ſhame them. For, 
ith the Lord Jehovah, there is everlaſting firength, 
Ifa. 26. 4. If a Chriſtian's extremities, were a- 
bove the reliefs of God, he might ſoon be aſha- 
med of his Hope : but, infinite Power, and infi- 
nite Love, can never be non-pluſt ! : 
| | 2, Be- 


204. 


3. Becauſe, a Chriſtians hope, is nothing, but 


what Chrift hath purchaſed for him, his death being 
the only meritorious cauſe thereof. Omne donum 
gratie Dei in Chriſto ejt. As every good gift comes 
down to us from the Father of Lights; fo,through 
the merits of the Sun of Rightecuſneſs: Telus 
Chriſt, by his own death, hath purchaſed our 
Hope ; not only, objeaively, but formally confi 


dered ; not only, the Objett, as Glory,and al} o-' 


ther good things, which a Chriſtian hopes for z 
but, alſo the grace of Hope, whereby he ſtedfaſtly 
expects, and patiently waits for them, | 

A Chriſtian's Hope is laid in blood; not 


in his own blood, but inthe blood of Chriſt, 
*Tis Chriſt crucihed, that 1s the ground of our 


Hope ; by his Death, he purchaſed Salvation,and, 
by his Reſurre&ion from death, we are bezotten 
toa lively hope, that we may wait for the purchaſed 
poſſeſſion, 1 Per. 1.3. 

Now. can we think,that Chriſt ſhed his blood, 
co purchaſe ſhame for his own People, for his own 


Spouſe; nay, for the Members of his own Body? . 


Did he come from Heaven, to Earth;from Earth, 
toche Croſs; trom the Croſs, to the Grave ; to 
begerus toalively hope, witen yet we were ene- 
mies; and having brought us by his own Death, 
into an eftate of friend{hip, will he make us aſha- 
med of our Hope ? 

4. Becauſe it is built upon the Word and Promiſes 
of God , which can never fail. The Word and 
Promiſes of God, ſupport and bear up the ho- 
ping and waiting Soul, as the pillars bear up the 
Houſe upon which it ſtands; theſe are like: the 
Cities of Refuge, appointed by Moſes, to which; 


the 
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the purfued Majefa&onr-berook nim(elf;-.to theſe 
doth'the guilty believing ſou}, purſued with che 
ſenſe of Gods diſplealure, the noile of fin,. and 
cry.' of his own confcience, betake himſelt, ho» 
PSs and ftedfaſtly expe&ting conſolation from 
them, = 4 3h : 2 
For, theſe promiles give us an intereſt in God, 
together withall other good things, whereupon-a- 
rifech Hope, that can never make aſhamed, Tit.1.2. 
+ The ground' upon which we may hope for E- 
ternal life, and all other good things,. is Gods 
promiſe, and therefore hoping for them upon. 
E accotmt we can never be aſhamed, becauſe 
God that cannot lye bath promiſed chem , Jie 
cannot- break his word, he cannot deny himſelf, 
nor alter the thing that is gone out -of his. 

mouth. - | ve 
'5- Becaiſe, d Ghriflians hope never leaveth his, 
but, inthe worſt of conditions, abides with him. 16 
2 Chriltian fit'in darkneſs, yer he hopes for /ight. 
If he fall, yet he hopes to riſe again, Micah: 7:8-. 
If he be afflicted over night, yet he hopes for Jay- 
in the morning, Pſal. 30. 5. If he be impriſoned, 
yet he :hopes for enlargement, Zech. 9.12. Tarn 
Je; faith- the Prophet, to the firong Hold, ye pri-' 
ſoners of hope, ſpeaking to the Fexs, who ar-tiiag-: 
time were held priſoners in Babylow, and cearly 
implying,God”s people,in their g: eateſt ſtraights, 
have hope of deliverance. If,ina word,a Chriſti 
an be on his death bed, his ſtrength decaying, his: 
Phyſicians diſpairimg, his Friends weeping, and 
all hopes of life taken away, yet his hope in God 
isndt taken away.. For, faitiy the wile man, 
The wicked is driven aw.y in his wickedneſs, but the 
| P | Righs» 
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Righteous hath hope in bis death, Prov. 14.32. - 
'True hope.is of a perſevering nature ; it's an 
Adamantine grace, that neither fainteth, nor is 
| broken by affliftion. The hope of a Chriſtian 
forſakes him not, but ſtays with him in the work 
of conditions, and therefore it can never make 
him aſhamed. 

6. Becauſe it riſeth from a Chriſtians own expe« 
rience, and u bottomed therenpon. *Tis our. Apo- 
ſtle*s aſſertion, thar Experience worketh Hope, and 
that Hope, wich 1s thus bred: and nourithed by 
Experience, mMaketh not aſhamed. | 
- When men are over-credulous to truſt, and 
place their hope in thoſe of whom they never 
had experience, this often ends in ſhame : -But 
now, a Chriſtian hath daily many fignal expert- 
ences of God's favour towards him, and ſuch 
experience breeds Hope, of which he can never 
be aſhamed, | 

"When a Chriftian was yer dead in treſpaſles 
and fins,the Lord then had compaſſion upon him, 
tranſlating ' him out of a ffate of Nature, into a 
ſtate of Grace. | 

When his fins and - temptations have been 
ſtrong, God hath come in with Anxiliary forces, 
and his Grace hath been ſufficient for him. 

When, in a word, hjs heart hath been dead 
in duty, the ſpirit of God hath ſweetly tuned 
his ſoul, and, fo, enabled him to make melody in 

his heart to the Lord, Epheſ. 5. 19. 

Now, ſurely that Hope mult needs ſtand ſtrong 
and never make aſhamed, which is bred and 
nouriſhed by a Chriſtians own experience. For 
the experience that Believers have of God's 
former 
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fbrmer Mercies, is a ſure ground whereupon to 
hope 1n him for future favours, 2 Cor. 1. 10; 
The Apoſtle from chat experience he had had of 
Goa's goodnefs in faving him from former trou= 
bles, was encouraged to hope in God for deli- 
yerance from fucure calſamities. _ | 

And lo David, The Lord, faith he, who deliver 
ed me out of the paw of the Lyon, and from the 
Bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of. this uns 
circumciſed Piniliſtine 3 giving us plainly co un- 
derſtand thus much, that every daring Goltah; 
ſhould be lookt upon as vanquiſht already, when 
we.can but remember a vanquiſhed Lyon, and a 
Bear, 1 Sam. 17.37. | 
' Hath God begun a good work in thee? This 
is ſufficient ground for thee, to hope that He will 
alſo finiſhic? Hath he delivered thee out of 
former dangers? Good reaſon haſt thou to hope 
that he will alſo prevent future miſeries. . Hath 
he hitherto, in a word, been pracious to thee, 
ſubduing thy enemies under thee, and giving 
thee his Grace ; the more cauſe haſt chou to hope 
Ciathe will ſtill deal bouneifully with thee, ma- 
king thee more than a Conquerour through 
Chritt over Death, Heil, and all che powers of 
Darkneſs, that he may crown tiee with glary } 

7. Becallſe, it gives him tranquillity of ſpirit, 
aſſuring him of the love of God, together with an 
intere#t in his ſpecial favour. This reaſon 18 hint= 
ed by our Apoſtle himtelt, hope mMaketh not aſhas 
med; Becauſe, ſaich he, The love of God is ſhzd 
abroad in our bearts by the Holy Ghoit, which is given 
tous, The loveof God here ſpoken of, and gi- 


ven, by our Apoſtle, as the reaſon, why hope 
| P - maketlz 
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maketþ”hot aſhamed, is nat to be nnderftood 
paflively, but a&tivelyz not the love whereby we 
love God, but the love whereby God loves 


us, and of which we get daily experience by 


hoping in him. . Now, as we find it in other 
caſes, Relying upon the love of One, who both 
can, and is willing to help us, affords a great 
calm, and ſome ſecret joy, to a mind otherwiſe 
diſturbed and perplexed : So, hope waiting up= 
on God, and ſtedfaftly expetting from him, ups» 
on the account of his love cowards us, all good 
things, doth wonderfully quiet a Chriſtians heart, 
making him many times to rejoyce with Joy ult- 
ſpeakable, and full of glory ; and how then can 
we once have a thought, that this ſhould make 
himaſhamed? _- 

By hope, a Chriſtian experienceth the love of 
God, and all his attributes, as ſo many cryftal 
fireams to refreſh hzm, as fo many beams of the 
glorious Sun to warm him, as fo many precious 

' cordials to comfort him, and as ſo many Cities 
. of refuge co ſhelter him from every avenger of 

| blood, ſfothat he may glory in his hope, but can 
never be aſhamed of it. 

8. Becauſe, his hope i the genuine off-(pring of 
lively faith, and. is builded upon it, .Neb. 11. 1, 
The Apoſtle there, calls Faith jariouirey vaicar 
ets, the ſubfance, and the very foundation. of 
things hoped for ; giving us thereby to under- 
ſtand, that Faith as the cauſe goes before Hope, 
and Hope as the effe& follows Faith, and that 
che ſtedfaſineſs of Hope is from the certainty of: 
Faith. 

Faith, depends. upon the word of promiſe, 
| Hope 
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Hope depends upon the word of Faith, waiting 


patiently for. the full accompliſhment of what 


Faith beljeveth. 


Fides intuetur verbum rei, Spes vero rem verbi. - 
Faith hath reſpe& to the Word of God promi- 


ſing, but Hope to that which the Word promi- 
ſeth. God,zas the firſt Truth, is that which Faith 


leans on; but God, as the chief Good, is that 


waich Hope looks after : Faith looks at the cer- 


tainty of the promiſe, but hope at the excellen» . 


cy of what 1s promiſed, Faith diſcovers the 
treaſure, and Hope gathers it, and lays it up. 
Faith, 1n a word, ſhews a Believer the Land of 
Promiſe, and Hope fails thither with patience. 
So that, Hope having reference to, and being 
thus firmly bottomed upon,a lively Faithz it can- 
not but keep the ſoul fteady, and: preſerve it 
from ſhame. 
| $. Becauſe, a Chriſtians hope ſupports his ſpirit, 
not ſuffering him to ſink, or deſpond, under any afflifit- 
on. A Chriſtian can counter-ballance what he 
feels, with whar he-exped&s ; he feels many times 
nothing favetrouble and diſtreſs, but that which 
he expeds isLife and Glory. A Chriſtians hope, 
is like a cork that keeps his foul above the water 
of aftiiftions, not ſuffering him to be over- 
whelmed with them. Hope 1s called a Door 3 
while a Chriſtian can keep this Door of hope o- 
pen, he will not fink under the foreſt burden, 
Ho. 2. 15. 
Whatthe Ark was to Noah, when the world 
was overflowed with an univerſal deluge; what 
the Whale was to Fonah, when caſt over-board, 


that is a Chriſtian's hope, even a ſure Sanduary 
F3 in 
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in dangers, and times of tryal. | '» 
Such is the nature of a Chriſtians hope, that 
it infuſech an Heroick ſpirit, and derives ſtrength 
into him, making him nor only to bear, but to 
glory in fuftering, Rom. 5.3. + 
| Now then, taac waich bears up a mans ſpirit,: 
chus giving him an undaunted courage under all 
afflidtions; fo that he can, not only undergo them, 
but glory in them, can never make hin aſhamed. 
10, And Iaſily ; Pecauſe, a Chrijlians hope is 
never diſappuinted, but ſhall at length be crowned 
with, and turned into.the full and immediate fruition 
of the thing hoped for. Betwixt a Chriſtians hope, 
and the object thereof, there is a certain con- 
nexion : Hehath little in hand, buc he hath much 
in_hope 3 his preſent poſſeſſions are but ſmall, 
but what he hath in expeRation 1s exceeding 
glorious, neither ſhall he ever be diſappointed, 
or fall ſhort of it. For the preſent, a Chriſti- 
a1l 1s ſowzng in tears, but, according to his hope, 
he ſhall reap in joy, Pſal. 126. 5. 

Now, he goes mourning all the day, but, ac- 
cording to his hope, he {hall ſhortly be comfort- 
ed, Mat.5.4. Now, he is ſurrounded with ma- 
ny grievous aftiiftions, and 1s daily drinking of 
rhe bitter waters of Marah;but,at the great Feaſt, 
che water of his aMictions ſhall, according to his 
hope, be turned zinto the Wine of everlaſting 
conſolation. INow, he 13 forced to deny him- 
ſelf and take up his crols daily ; but hereafter, 
according to iis hope, he ſhall wear che crown, 
and, having ſuttered for Chriſt, be glorified to- 
gcp.er with him, Row, $.17. Now, ina word, 
he in watidering in the barren Wilderneſs of a 
2, Noe perſecuting 
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perſecuting world ; but yetere long, he ſhall, ac- 


cording to his. hope, be poſfſeſt of the Land. of 


Promiſe, arrive atthe Haven cf, Happineſs, and 
be landed in the Region of Eternal glory, where 
he ſhall fee the beauties, taſte the pleaſures, and 
enjoy the priviledges of the caleltial Canaan, the 
Heavenly Fferuſalem. For, . the hope of God's 
People can never be fruſtrated, nor ſhall it ever 


' end, but in the endleſs frujtion of himſelf in 


glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17, 18. ”_ . 

A Chriſtian can never loſe his hope, till he 
have found all that he hoped for : nor can his 
hope: ever be deſtroyed by diſappointment , 
though at length it ſhall be perfe&ed by enjoy- 
ment, and ſwallowed up in the full fruition of 
eternal glory. So thar a Chriſtian's hope, and 
the obje& thereof, being thus. inſeparably knix 
together, we may well conclude, that it will ne- 


ver make him alhamed. For, can that which 


leads to glory, be the cauſe of ſhame? Or, :Can 
we imagine confuſion to ariſe out of the full 
fruition of Eternal,Soul-ſatisfying, andGlorious 
felicity ? We may find ſhame, indeed, following 
the tctal diſappointment of hope 3 bur, that 
ſhame ſhould follow the full accompliſhment of 
an hope ſo glorious as a Chriſtian's hope, 1s ut= 
terly 1mpoſlible. | 
Secondly, Having thus proved, come we now 
to the Improvement of the DoGirine, by way of Vſe 


and Application : 
Information. 


And it may be uſeful, for 4 Examination. And, 
| Exhortation. 

Firſt, By way of Information : This clearly 

P 4 gives 
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gives #5 tounderiand, that the hope of many will | . 
make them aſhamed, and that their preſent expedas | 
tier: will but breed their everlaſting confuſion. . For, 
thoughſich as are Chriſtians indeed, fhall never 
þe'a(hamed of their hope 3 yet the hope of many 
profeffing themſelves Chriſtians, will make them 
aſhamed, becauſetheir hope was not cruly Chri- 
ſian, and of the right ſtamp. Lec us Inſtance 
in ſome ParticwMars. 

1. Such will be aſhamed of their bope, who build 
it upon their Chriiian profeſſion, and External privi- 
leÞes.' Micah had great hopes that God would 
bleſs him, when he had gotten a Levite tohis 
Ptieſt chough ſtif{ he continued an 4dolater : So, 
marſy there are,” Who promiſe themſelves great 
matters, - and preſume of no lels than eternal 
#lory ; beeaule: they have the Goſpel amongſt 
them, hear. the Word preached, -receive the:Sas 
crament, and/arecalled Chriſtians, though they 
livein all manner of prophaneneſs. 

Biit what an abſurd thing is 1t for a man thus 
eo but 4 his hope upon an empty Profeſſion ? Will 
2 Hucband delight himſelf in his Wite, becauſe 
ſhe calls him her Husband, living all the while in 
Adalteiy with Strangers? Wall the King honour 
a man for profeſſing him- co be his King, if in 
the mean while lie ceaſe not to plot Treaſon, and 
2& Rebellion againſt him ? So, will Chriſt rake 
Plealtire in a man, & promote-him to glory,whoz 
notwithſtanding that he calls him his Husband 
and his King, 1s yet committing Fornication 
with the world, plocting fpiricual Treaſon, and 
afting open Rebellion againſt him 2 How fond 


were that man that ſhould i imagine ſach a thing? 
And, 
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And, how certainly will that Hope, which is 
 buile upon an empty Profeſſion, expoſe you to 


ſhame, and everlaſting confuſion ! 

As Chriſt curſed the barren fig-tree which had 
Leaves, but no Fruit: So will he curſe them that 
have the Leaves of a Chriſtian Profeſſion , bur 
want the Fruit of an Holy Converſation , 
Matth. 21. 19. | 

2. Such as build their hope upon their good ean- 
ings, will at length be aſhamed of it. Every man is 
apt co pretend a good Intention for the worſt 
of Actions ; and thereby think to waſh himſelf 
clean from. all guilt, as though he could turn 
black into white, and evill into good : But this 
15 a ſandy Foundation to build upon, it being 
impoſſible that our good Intention, if our works 
be evil, ſhould ever exempe us from ſhame, and 


everlaſting confufion. 


Whatever a man's Intentions be, yet, if his 
Actions be not regular, God will abhor him, and 


» 


all his good meanings. 


Saul had a good Intention in ſparing the beſt 
of the Amalekites Cattel for Sacrifice ; yet 
Samuel charges him with Rebellion for his la- 
bour, 1 Sam.15.22,23. 

And fo Uzawh, no doubt, had a good meaning 
in-ſtaying the Ark of God that it ſheuid nor fall; 
and yer for all that, how ſignally did the Lord 
manifeſt his diſpleaſure againſt him, ſtriking him 
dead in the place? 1 Chron.13.9,10. 

Do not then fly to thy good Intentions, pre- 
tending, that whatever thou doſt or ſpeakeſt, yet 
thou meaneft no body no hurt; for, if thy Ade 


ings cannot be warranted by God's Word, uy 
wi 
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will never be able to bear up thy hope, they will 
never endure the fiery trya], bur will fhortly 
Prove matter of {hame, andeeverlaſting reproach 
to thee ! 

. 3. Such will be aſhamed of their hope as build it 
#pon their outward proſperity in the world ; thinking 
they are heirs of Heaven, becau\e they are poſſeſſours 
of the Earth ; and promiſing themſelves eternal com- 
forts, becauſe God hath given them ſome creature- 
ernoyments. But alas, a mail may enjcy a great 
porcion of this preſent world, and yet be ever- 
laſtingly miſerable in the world to-come. Thus 
ve findit was with rich Dives, who, notwichſtan- 
ging that he fared deliciouſly on Earch, 15 now 
tormented in Hell, Luk.16.19,23. 

Ir's no new thing to fee the Wicked proſper, 
whilſt the Righteous are afflicted, and in miſery; 
to ſee a juſt /5el flain for his piety, whilſt an un- 
godly Cain lives and builds Cities; to ſee a righ- 
xeous Pay! converted, whilft an unjuſt Felix fits 
in Judgment upon him; to ſee, jn a word, God's 
own People in want, whilſt the Lord fills their 
belly wath his hidden treaſure, who are daily 
trealuring nþ wrath for themſelves, againſt the 
day of wrath, P/al.17.14. 

Why then will you place your hope in a thing 
of nought, end ſet your hearts upon that which 
15not? Do yaur Riches argue God's love to be 
towards you for the preſent? Or, Can they de- 
tiver your Souls from the wrath to come? Oh, 
how ſpeechleſs and confounded will you be ano- 
ther day, when all your worldly enjoy ments 
which you look upon as an argument of your 
cood condition, enconraging your ſelves from 
them, 


the dead? Why will you ſeek for Life and Salva- 
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them, to hope for a future happineſs, ſhall. be 
brought 1n againſt you asſo many aggravations 


of your eternal milery ! 


4+ Such will be aſhamed of their hope, as build it 
upon nothing but their ſuperſtitious Obſervances. No 
light diſcovers the Heavens, but that which 


| ſhineth from Heaven: _ So, there is no Do&rine 


that (hewes forth God, and the way to Heaven, 
but only that which God himſelf hath given 
from Heaven. Of all other Dof&rines, and Qb- 
ſervations, we may ſay as ſometime Job aid of 
his F riends, They are Phyſitians of no value. They 
can neither diſcover, nor cure the diſeaſe of the 
Soul. Nay, inſtead of healing they wound,inflead 
of miniſtring freedom they make a man a ſlave 3 
and, inftead of ſaving, they deſtroy the Soul. 

How .vain then are thoſe amongſt us, who re- 
ceive for DoCtrines the Commandments of Men, 
promiling themſelves the favour of God, while 
chey are offering Sacrifice with ſtrange fire, and 
hoping to come to Heaven ina way of their own 
devifing ! | | 

Such men, hike the fooliſh man in the Parable, 
leave the Rock » and build upon the Sands; they 
go from the /iving Fountain to broken Ciſterns, in 
which there is no water ; They run from the Sun, 
ſeeking light in a Glow-worm;. they for- 
fake, in a word, the firm Pillars of God's own 
Inſticutions, and lean upon the broken Reeds of 
their own Inventions, which will pierce, and 
wound them, to their great and everlaſting con- 
fuſion ! Iſa. 1.29. 

But, why will you thus ſeek the living among 


tion 
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tion in your own Inventions, and ſuperſtitions 
Obſervances ? - As Peter ſometime ſaid-to Chiſt, 
Lord, Whither ſhall we go ? Thou haſt the words of 
Fternal Life : So ( Brethren ) let me ay to you, 
Whither will you go? On what Rock will you 
bald? To whom will you ſeek ? What guide 
will you have, to dire& you inall your Worſhip, 
if not the Scriptures, wherein are contained the 
word: of Eternal Life? 7oh.6.68. | 

If all your Religion, be not. Scripture-Religi- 
on, and all your Worſhip, ſuch as God hath re- 
quired ; what ever coſt you have been at about it, 
will be utterly loſt, Mat. 15. 9. 

Oh, how will your Hope be curned into ſhame, 
and your preſent expeCtations into everlaſting 
confuſion, when all yourReligious Devotions, that 
had nor the Word of G5d commanding it, (hall 
be pronounced abommation, and the Lord, to 
your great aſtonithment, ſhall then ask you, hs 
hath required theſe things at your hands ? T(a.1.12. 

5. Such will be aſhamed of their hope, as buildit 
pon their not being ſo ba4 as many in the world are. 
T his was the deceitans flattery of the Phariſee; 
T thank God, ſaith he, T am not as others are, ex- 
tortioners, unjult, adulterers, nor as this Publican, 
Lyk. 18. Thus, many there are amongſt us, who 
comparing themſelves, with ſuch as are worſe 
than themſelves, do thereupon conclude, their 
condition to be happy. Bur, this 1+, as if a man 
ſhould perſwade himſelf, he is rich, though in- 
deed he have nothing, becauſe he is not indebted 
ſo many thouſand pounds as ſome are; or, asf 
a mindefperately fick, ſhould yet promiſe him- 
ſelf life, becauſe he is not ſiek of the Peſtilence. 


My 
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My Brethren, men die not all. of one {ficknels; 
ſome have more peſtilential Diſeaſes, than others, 
yetall die; fo, the wages of every lin, is death, 
Rom. 6. 23. ELL . | 
Not only great Rivers fall into the Sea, bur 


| little brooks alſo : ſo, litcle fins, as well as grear 


ones, will carry you, without repentance, down 
the dead Sea of God's wrath, into Hell and Eter- 
nal Perdition , which will greatly aggravate your 
eternal Miſery ! Others, for their drunkenneſs, 
go to Hell ; but thou, for a vain thought, muſt be 
damned for ever ! | | 

It is not he, my Brethren, who 1s not fo bad as 
others; but, he chat is a new creature in Chriſt, 
wao hath the aſſured hope of eternal Lifez and 
you, that are otherwiſe minded, will exe loitg, be 
alhamed of your hopes; and what ever expeQa- 
tions you may have upon this account, that you 
are not ſo bad as others; yet ſhorcly, they will 
eurn to your everlaſting confuſion ! 

6. Andlaſtly ; 4] thoſe will be aſhamed of their 
hope, who preſume they may be ſecurely ſinful, be- 
cauſe God Is merciful, and that they may ſtill run on 


upon Ged's ſcore, becauſe Chrift bath given himſelf 


«ranſom. Thus, many turn the Grace of God 1n- 
to wantonnels, and harden themielves by thag 


which ſhould lead chem to repentance, turning - 
their phyſfick into poyfon, and the means of their 


falvation, into an occaſion of their own ever= 
laſting deſtru&ion. Oh, how many poor ſinners, 
pluck death from che Tree of Life, and through 


preſumption, go to Hell by the ladder of 


Chriſt's blood, whereby others go to Heaven ! 


And, what 15 this, but, as if a-man faonld give 


. | hime 
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himſelf many mortal wounds, becauſe tliere is a 
Chirurgion that can cure him, of whoſe help he- 
hath yer no promiſe? 

God's mercies, and the merits of Chriſt, mj-. 
niſter pardon conone, but ſich as turn from jnji- 
quity z neither can they truly comfort thee, if 
they do not firſt humble thee. 1s 

Do not then, Oh, do not Spider-like, ſuck 
damnation ont of the ſweet flower of God's 
mercy, nor make Jeſits Chriſt, chrough preſum- 
tion, who came into che world to ſave ſinners, the 
occaſion of your own deſtruction ! 

You ſay, God is merciful, and Chriſt died for 
finners ; but, ſurely, it was for returning, and 
not for rebellious ſinners; for mourning, and 
not for impenitent ſinners ! Tſa. 55. 7. 

Oh then, do not hope your ſelves into Hell:;take 
heed, that you be not damned upon a miſtake ! 

There 1s hope indeed, of mercy with God, 
chrough the blood of Chrift, if yon wili but break 
off your fins by repentance : bur, if otherwiſe you 
look for mercy.. your hope, will ere long, be 
turned into ſhame,and your preſumption will but 
pave the way to your eternal confuſion ! | 

God's ordinary way with finners,is to fit them 
for the comforts of Sion, by the terrors of mount 
Sinai; for the bleſſings of Gerizzim, by the cur- 
ſes of mount Ebal; for the ſpirit of Adoption, 
by the ſpirit of Bondage ; for the hope of eternal 
Glory, by the fear of Hell and everlaſting Mi- 
leery! --- | 

Secondly, By way of Examination ; Let us now 
bring our ſelves to the Touch-ſtone,and prove our hope, 
whether or no, it be truly Chriſtian, whether it _ 
tre 
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the right ſtamp upon it, whether it be ſuch an hope, 
as will never mxke us aſhamed? Comealmoft co 
any man, and he will tell you, he hopes to be ſa- 


ved : Oh, butlet us not put Heaven and Glory, 


upon to deſperate an adventure! It neerly con- 
cerns usall, to make a ftri& inquiry into the na- 
ture of our hope,and toread, as it were, an Ana- 


 comy-Lequre upon our own-hearts, that we be 


not at length aſhamed of our. own confidence, 
and diſappointed in our expectations, finding our 
ſelves to be caſt down ro Hell, inftead of being 
exalted to heavenly glory. 

1 ſhall therefore, to undeceive you, lay down 
ſome diſcriminating Notes ; and accordingly, let 
it be your care, to put your hope upon a ſtri& 
Teſt, as in the preſence of God. | 

8. That hope, which is traly Chriſtian, and will 
never make aſhamed, is uſhered mn by godly Sorrow. 
Where ever the Spirit of God 1s, it 1s a Spirit of 
Adoption,enabling the Soul to hope in God,itis 
firſt a ſpirit of Compuncttion, caufing the, 
Soul to weep bitter]y, that ever it offended 
God. f; Zh 

Men muſt firſt deſpair of happineſs in them- 
ſelves, before they will accept of it, and wait for 
it upon God alone, AGs9.6. As the Jauncing: 
of a Wound,goes before the Cure; ſo,repentance: 
for fin, before hope of mercy. £1 

"That is a true Sun-ſ{hine of hope, which comes 
aſter a ſhower of tears; and truly, we: may as: 
well expe& 4 crop without Seed, as the comfort 
of hope, without ſorrow for fin. 
| Have you, therefore, ever yet taſted of che bit- 


ter waters of Marah ? have you been. convinced 
of 
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of, and deeply humbled for, all your fins? Well, 
remember, That hope, which ſprings nat out. of 
your ſhame and forrow for fin, eannot choofe bug 
make you aſhamed. For, it's impoſſible, that you 
ſhouid everenter into the Paradiſe of true hope 
any other way, than through the -valley of 
ears. 

2. That hope which is truly Chriſtian, and will 
never Make aſhamed, is a quickening bope. Hope of 
Vigory makes the Souldier fight, and hope of 
Gain makes the Merchant endure, ſo many 
ſtorms ; So, that hope, which will never make 
aſhamed, is as wind to the Sails, and as wheels to 
the Chariot, making a Chriſtian active in Rehi- 
gicn, and with gladne(s run the way of God's 
Commandments; it ſets a man awoiking for 
Heaven it's a {pur to duty, and a whet-itone to 
induftry, 1 Pet. 1.3. 35 NENT 
* Hopezis circd ardunm.,it cuts a way through the 
hardeſt Rock, and it wreſtles with che greateſt 
difficulties; uw makes a man deſpile dangers, and 
march on undauntedly inthe face of deat, 

He that hath that hope, which 1s truly Chrifti- 
an will have Chriſt, chongh it be in 'a Furnace, 
and go on ina way of Duty, whatever it: coſt 
him ; and thac hope is adulterate, which enables 
not thns far, and'will certainly end in: ſhame at 
the laſt. | | | 

': Oh chen, Whar pains do you take,in profecu- 
tion of your hope? Can (that: man tay, he hath. 
hope of Heaven, where he ſhall be crowned: witix 
a garland of Glory chat never fadeth,; wh; 
ſtands idle all the day? ' + © wird 
-. There is a faint Yelleicy in Hypocritesz:they:. 
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would be ſaved, but ye they fit ſtill; and do nos . 
ching, their hope isnot a lively, but a dead liope: 
It the Kingdom of Heaven would be taken with- 
out violence, their hope would put them in poſs. 
ſeſſion of it ; but, if they muſt work out cheir fal- 
vation with fear and trembling, their hope is not: 
ſtrong enough to pur them upon ſuch a Province; 
Well, butcrue hope is in the ſoul, like fire;which 
being an aGtive element, is ever ſparkling and 
burning. . | AY 
That hope, which is truly Chriſtian, will ne- 
ver. give over, till it be poſſeſſed of thething ho- 
ped for. EL 
3-That hope,which is trulyChriſftidn,and will never 
Make aſhamed, will diſcover it jetf,, by octafioning 
many ſerious and delightful thoughts about the thing * 
hoped for. Thoughts are the ſpyes and meſſengets” 
of Hope, which it-fends into the holy Land, toi 
bring the fou) glad tydings thence. Impoflible it 
is, that he, who lives in the hope of eternal glo- | 


Ty, ſhonld not be frequently thinking: of-it, by 


this means anticipating che contentment of what": 
he expe&s,and feaſting his ſoul with the thoughvs- 
of that glorious Inheritance, as if it weie alrea-: 
dy preſent. | Ec 

What then, T beſeech you, is that, wherenpon ' 
in your-thoughts, you moſt delightfully dwell? 

You ſay, you hope for Heaven and: Glory at : 


laſt ;- well, have you many joytul and ſerious 


thoughts abouc it, delighting. therein, as It the 
Treafure, where you find all riches; as in the Pa- 
radiſe, where you meet with all comforts, aid as 


In the Ark, which bears up yoiir ſpirics, in every 
\|: deluge 2 


Q. Thy 
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Thy hope is a bubble, a fancy, a dream, that 
will ſhame thee for ever,if it make thee nor dwell. 
much in thy thoughts, with delight, upon what 
thou hopeſt for ! 

- 4+ That hope, which is truly Chriſtian, and will 
never make aſhamed, doth alienate the heart from 
all creature-enjoyments, and makes a man fix it up- 
on heavenly Objefs, Phil. 2+ 20. He that hath the 
hope of Heaven in his heart, cannot chooſe, but 
leave the earth out of his heart, and live in Hea- 
ven ; and whoſoever looks for a Saviour from 
Heaven, will be ſure tohave his Converſation in 
Hezven. 

Are therefore your affe&ions crucified to 'this 
preſent world ; and are your hearts difingaged 
fromic ? though you live in the world, yer do 
you live above it ; and do you prize an heavenly 
Reverſjon, before all your earthly Pofleſfions ? 
Is Heaven in thy eye? is Chriſt in thy heart, and 
the world under thy fect 2. | | 

:5. That hope, which is truty Chrijiian, and will 
never make aſhamed, it ſets us awork to purifie our 
ſelves, 1 John 3. 3. This hope, makes a man look 
for a pure and holy, as well as a glorious and 
bleſſed,eftate; and therefore, he cannot but begin 
topurific bim(elf.. 

Hope, is in the Soul, as Lightning in the Air, 
that purifies and clears it. 

He that hath Heaven in his heart, cannot 
chooſe, but have Heaven in his life : Hope, is of 
a Caleſtial nature, though it do not wholly re- 
move fin, yet, it ſubdues ic; though ir doth not 
keep fin out, yet it keeps it under; in a word, 
| though it donot perfeRtly freea man from oy 
pot 
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ſpot or ſtain, that fin hath left upon his ſoul, yet; 
it makes him daily tobe c/eanfing himſelf from all 
filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, 2 Cor. 7.1. 
Try therefore, I beſeech you, your own hope, 
and bring ic to this touch-ſtore 3 doth it put you 
upon the purifying of your ſelves, and make you 


labour to be holy, as Chriſt 1s holy ? Art thou art 


unclean perſon, and yet doſt thou hope to goto 
Heaven, when there is nothing which is defiling, 
that can enter therein ? Rev. 21. 27. 

Art thou an unregenerate,; profane, ungodly 


perſon, and yet doſt thon hope to go to Heaven, 


when, except a man be born again, he can never ſee 
the Kingdom of God? John 3.3. | 

Oh, why will you reſt upon that hope, which 
will end in ſhame, and wilfally preſume your 
ſelves into endleſs miſery ? 

Deceive not your ſelves; I beſeech you ; he that 
faith, he hopes to be ſaved, and yer labours not 
to be ſanftified, doth but dream, inſtead of ho. 
ping. For, whoſoever truly waits for heaven 
and glory, waits for them in the way of holineſs: 

| 6. That hope, which is truly Chriftian, and will 
never Make aſhamed, can arm a man with patience, 
ander all affliftions. Hethat hath the moit aſſured 
hope of good things from God, is moſt able to 
quiet himſelfin the will of God; and, that hope 
which a man hath, of enjoying future comforts, 
doth exceedingly mitigate his preſent ſorrows, 
Rom. $8.25. 

Do you therefore find, the wine of the Spirit, 
through hope, ſweetening to you the waters of 
Marab ? 

Can you gather grapes of thorns, and fetch ho= 
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ney out of the Lion's carcaſe? Are you able to 
rejoyce in tribulation ; atleaſt, have you thus 
far attained, that when God puts the cup of af- | 
fligion into your hand, you can quietly fay, not | 
my w1i.l, but thine bs done ? 

7. That hope, which is truly Chriftian, and will 
never make aſhamed, will not ſuffer a man to bear- 
ken to any temptation, nor togive way to the leaſt 
ſinful compliance, for the greateft advantage. Thus 
the three Children, by the ſtrength of hope, and 
knowing, that the Lord could deliver them, 
marched undauntedl]y in the face of death ; nei- 
ther coull the ſound of the Muſick allure them, 
nor the heat of che Furnace afiright them, Dan. 


17 

Thus Moſes likewiſe gave evidence of che 
ſoundneſs of his hope, while he chooſe rather to 
ſuffer affiiciion, than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for 
a ſeaſon; ejieeming the reproach of Chriſt, greater 
riches, than the treaſures of Egypt, Heb. 11.24, 26. 

Thus, in a word, the Apoſtle tells us of many 
bleſſed Martyrs, who approved their hopes to be 
truly Chriſtian, and of the right ſtamp, while 
they refuſed to accept of deliverance upon baſe 
terms, that they might obtain the better reſurreCion, 
which they hoped for, Heb. 11. 35. 

Now examine, I beſeech you, your ſelves, up- 
on the point, and bring your hope to the couch- 
{tone ; doth ic make you to refuſe preferment up- 
on baſe terms, and keep you from all ſinful com- 
plances, how advantagious and profitable ſoever 
they might be ? 

Babylon*s fornications, are uſually preſented in 
a golden cup3 but, doth your hope Rate” 

rom 
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from accepting thereof, ſetting Heaven againſt 
Earth, and the pleaſures ac God's right hand, a- 
gainſt the pleaſures of fin, which are bur for a 


| ſeaſon ? 


8. And laſtly; That hope, which is truly Chri- 
ſtian, and will never make aſhamed, dath breed in the 
beart earneſt pantings,and breathings, and deſires,af= 
ter what we hope for, Rom. $8.23. Such as by hope 
have got a taſte of the clufters of Canaan, cannot. 
but long for more, deſiring to be poſſeſſed of that 
holy Land. They now rejoyce in hope of the glo- 
ry of God, and that makes them fo earneſtly 
long tobe glorified with God, where all cears 
ſhall be wiped from their eyes, and'their water of 
ſorrow, be turned into the wine of everlaſting 
Conſolation, New, in a word, they have their 
fins ſubdued, that they cannot reign over them, 
but they long (from that experience?) the more 
exceedingly, to get to Heaven, where their ſins 
ſhall be utterly aboliſhed, that chey may not re- 
main in them, 

Now then,do you pant after glory,honoura,nd 
immortality ? longing to be there moſt of all, 
where it's like to be with you beſt of all? 

As the Mother of Siſera, looked out at a win- 
dow, and cried through the lattefs, Why is bis 
Chariot ſo long in coming, and why tarry the wheels 
of kis Chariots ? So,Do your hearts earneſtly pane 
after heavenly glory, that your winter may be o- 
ver, and ycur ſummer once come 3 that you may 
have no more luſts to grapple with, nor no more 
fins to trouble you 3. that, in a word, you may be 
above a proud, earthly, dead heart, and made 


perfect in holinels ? : 
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Thirdly, By way of Exhortation; This Do- 
Eirine, beſpeaks both Saints, and Sinners, both thoſe 
who have, and thiſe who have not that hope, which 
# truly Chriſtian, and will never make aſhamed. 

Furſt. For. you, who upon a through examination, 
and by comparing your [elves with the Rule, find 
that you have that hope which is truly Chriſtian, and 
will never make aſhamed; My Exhortation to you, is, 
that you firive tomaintain your hope, againit all diſ- 
couragements. As you ought to keep Faith in 
continual aQing : So, you muſt alſo ſtrive to 
keep the grace of hope cn foot, often. ſetting your 
ſouls a looking for Eternal life. 

It's an undervaluing thole glorious things 
which God hath provided for us, not to ſtreng- 
then and maintain the hope of them in our ſouls. 

A Souldier that hath gotten the higher ground, 
will notlet the Enemy beat him oft it, but will 
keep it co the laſt breath: So, if God hath ſer 
youon the higher ground, and raiſed your hope 
as high as Heaven, oh, let.not the World, let not 
the. Fleſh, let not the Devii beat you off your 
orgund, but labour to hold faſt the confidence of 
your hope to the end. 

'1, Conſider, A Chriſtian holding faſt the confi- 
dence of his hope is armed againit all dangers. The 
grace of hope, 1s the beſt Life-guard; it ſets a 
Chriſtian oytof Gunſhot; however, it bears off, 
as an Helmet, the ſtrokes that would otherwilſe 
prove mortal, 1 Theſ. 5. 8. Strengthen then, 
and hold faſt your hope of Eternal life, as you 
would the Helmet upon your head, were you to 
:Aghg for your life. If once, Chriſtians, you ſuf- 
fer the hope which you have, to die, and main- 
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tain it not, you lay your ſelves open to a thou- 
ſand hazards ! Z / 

2. Conſider, While a Chriſtian holds faſt the 
confidence of his hope, endeavouring to maintain . 
that, he is able to rejoyce in Tribulation. The 
grace of hope is able to make us not only ro bear, 
bur alſo to rejoyce in ſuffering, Rom. 5. 3. | 

Oh then, if as Birds of Paradiſe, you would 
fing in 'Winter; if in timeof Tribulation, you 
would be ſupported; if, in a word, yon wonld 
be able to ſtand it our againſt che fiery Tryal, and 
to rejoyce in the flames, as ina bed of Roſes, be 
ſure that you daily ſtrengthen and maintain your 
hope ! | 

| This will not only leighten, but ſweeten the 
croſs, as that which leads to a crown. - 

3* Confider, A Chriftian, holding faſt the con- 
fidence of his hope, cannot chuſe but be frequent and 
ative, in every duty. The ſoul is veryapt to tire 
and grow lazy in duties : And, if once hope fail- 
eth, endeavours will be ſure to fail too. The 
heart cannot fink, but the hands will hang\down : 
And, where the one gives over believing and 
hoping, the other will ſoon give over ating and 
working in a way of obedience, Heb.12.12. 

Would you not therefore be weary in well-do- 
ing, but have ftrengeh iſſued forth into your 
ſouls for every duty,that you may always abound 
in the work of the Lord? See then, that you 
nouriſh your hope continually, maintaining that 
againſt all diſcouragements. 

Faith makes us living, but hope will make us 
lively. Whatthe wings are to the Birds, what 
the oy| tothe Lamp, what weights to the Clock, 
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that is hope to the ſoul, ſetting all-the Chariot- 
wheels thereof a going in a way of obedience, 
Oh Chriſtian, thou wilt never be rid of floth- 
falneſs; nor acivein duties, cill. thou ſtrengthen 
thy hope. Believeit,Chriſftians, there is no ſuch 
remedy to cure your ſlothfulneſs, and procure 
you a&ivity of ſpirit, as Hope. This will let 
you ſee that the leſs you receive here, the more 
you ſhall receive hereafter. 

' 4. Andlaftly; Confider, A Chriftian, holding 
fait the confidence of his hope, is fixed, and cannot 
poſſibly be removed from his own ftedfaſineſs, by any 
temptation. The hope which a Chriſtian hath, is 
compared to an- Anchor, ſure and ftedfaſt, that, 
in the ſtormy guſts of temptation, ſtays the ſou], 
and though tempeſts ariſe, yet, keeps it from 
floating, anddafhing againſt Rocks, Heb.6.19. 

' Hearts, not eftabliſhed by hope, will be un- 
ſettled; and eafily face about to the riſing fide, 
be it what it will: But now, hope carries the 
heart to God as the center, and there it reſts, as 
finding a ſufficiency of grace, and all needful 
ſupplies 1n him. 

Though, a Chriſtian can meer with no Ancho- 
ragevelow, yet, hopeſhews him enough above; 
Though there be nothing but weakneſs below, 
yet, ſaith hope, there is ſtrength above; Though 
the ſprings below are dry, and the treaſures 
ſpent;yet, ſaita hope, there are fountains a- 
bove, and ſuch treaſures of Mercy and Power, as 
can never be expended. Hereupon, the ſoul 
Elea"vesto God, and let come what changes will, 
y *r, the ioul 1s ſettled, as a Ship at Anchor. 

Oh then, if you would not be toſſed to ang 
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fro, and at length removed from your own fted- 
faſtneſs, be ſure that you ſtrengthen and main- 
tain. your hopes. The Marriners above all 
things, will becareful co keep the Anchor, that 
may fave both Ship, and Goods. Well, hope 
is the Anchor that muſt keep the Ship of your 
ſoul from wrack. | 

Without this, you will run a-ground, and 
ſplic your ſelf at every Rock of temptation.: But 
having fixed this Anchor, your ſouls will fail 
fafely, in the moſt violent ſtorms, and ſteer a 
r1ght courſe to the haven of Eternal reſt } 

1. If you would ſtrengthen and maintain your hope, 
ſee that you ſirengthen Faith, and. be much in the 
aciings thereof. Abraham had a vigourous lively 
faith, and he againſt hope, believed in hope ;, a= 
gainſt the hope of ſenſe, Faith made him hope 
in the promiſe, Rom. 4. 18. | 

The more aGtive your faith is in applying,, the 
more confkdent will your hope be, in waiting for 
the comforts of the Goſpel. 

Hope, is the flame of Faith ; the more you 
add therefore to the fuel of your faith, the great- 
er will be the flame of your hope. 

2. Remember the days of old, and ſee that you 
often call to mind your former experiences. As 
tribulation worketh experience, ſo experience 
of Gods former Mercies, will beget hope in him, 
for future favours. Aslife is maintained by food; 
ſo hope which is the life of the ſou], by feeding 
apon its own experiences. | 

Oh chen, call co mind your Experiences, (this 
will ſtrengthen your hope in God for future fa» 


. yours. David could not but look upon @ daring 
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Goliah, as 'vanquiſhe already, when he remem- 
bred the vanquiſhed Lyon, and the Bear. 

Nor could Pau/ ceaſe from hoping in God for 
\ Future deliverance, conſidering how graciouſly 
che Lord had delivered him out of former and 
preſent dangers, 2 Cor. 1. 10. 

Experiencesof Gods goodneſs towards ns, arE 
glimpſes of Heaven ; and they will, if called ro 
mind, exceedingly ſtrengthen our hope, of that 
glorious Inheritance ! 

Secondly, For you, that after due examinati- 
on find your ſelves yet deſtitute of that hope 
which is truly Chriſtian, and will never make a- 
ſhamed; My Exhortation to you, is, That you 
content not your ſelves to live as men without hope, 
but that you labour to get it. A hopeleſs condition, 
who would reſt in it ? There is no man I confels, 
bur hath ſome kind of hope : But, - that hope 
which is not truly Chriſtian, 1s but like a Spider's 
web, that 1s eaſily ſwept down. 

In time of proſperity, wicked men are al- 
waies confident; but in time of diftreſs, they of- 
ten deſpond, \and uſually, before their life 1s cut 
off, their hope 1s cut off; how then, ſhould you _ 
labour for that hope, which will never make a- 
ſhamed ? 

1. Conſider, There is yet mercy for you that are 
miſerable, and a ground of hope, for you that are 
yet ind hopeleſs condition. Satan uſually extenu- 
ates {in when he comes to tempt, that we may 
preſume : but having faſtened his temptations 
upon us,he will aggravate it,that he may drive us 
to deſpair. But conſider, you that lie groaning 
under the giiit of fin, as though it would as 
| | * 
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be pardoned, how many and great ſoever your 
fins have been, yet there1s hope in Tſrael for you, 
if, breaking off your fins by Repentance, you 
will but lay hold upon it. | 

The Lord ſhews mercy to thouſands, and why 
may{t not thou be one of a thouſand ? Though 
formerly thou haſt been a great linner, yet if 
now thou beeſt a penitent ſinner, there isa gol- 
den Scepter of Mercy held forth to thee, and the 
Lord calls thee by Name to lay hold upon it, 
Matth. 11.28. ' 

Oh then delight no longer in your own miſery, 
why ſhould you look upon your own condition as 
deſperate, when God counts it notſo! Thereis 
che ſame reaſon through Faith in the Blood of 
Chriſt, why we ſhould hope for the pardon of 
the greateſt, as well as of the leaſt ſin; great and 
ſmall fins are all one to infinite Mercy, through 
an infinite Merit; He that pardons the one, can . 
as ealily forgive the other. | 

2, Conſider, There is no condition more ſad and 
deplorable, than a hopeleſs condition. Ten thouſand 
words cannot ſpeak a man more miſerable, than 
to ſay, He 1s a man. without hope in the world, 
Epbef. 2. 12. 

A man that is without hope, Oh, what will he 
do when he comes to die, when Judgment over- 
takes him ? Like a man Arreſted for Debt, he hath 
no Surety 3 his Wounds bleed, and he hath no 
Phyſitian; he is like a Ship in a Tempeſt, ficknels 
begins to make a tempeſt in his body, and finto 
make a.tempelt in his Conſcience, and he hath no 
where to put in for Harbour ; he ſees the fire of 
God's wrath approaching, and hath noskreen to 
keep it off: Oh, 
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Oh, the terrour and anguiſh of every man that 

wants chat hope which is truly Chriſtian, at the 
hour of death, and day of Judgement | How 
little, alas, areall che comforts in the world to a 
man that dies without hope ? He looks upon his 
Friends, but they cannot comfort him ; bring 
him his bags of Gold, and they do bur affli& 
him; tell him of the choiſeſt of his creature-com- 
' Forts, and they are all but as ſongs to an heavy 
heart. For why, helived wichout hope,and now 
dies deſpairing3z and receives 1n himſelf the ſen- 
tence of everlaſting ſeparation from God, and 
' theglory of his preſence! > 

If therefore, when Death ſhall ſeize upon you, 

and Judgement overtake you, you would not be 
found as men without hope ; then labour now 
for that hope which is truly Cttriſtian, and will 
never make afhamed! 

Firſt, That hope which is truly Chriſtian, and will 
never make aſhamed, is a fruit of Kegeneration ; give 
diligence therefore to be born again. You can never 
have any true hppe of thoſe things that are a- 
bove, if you be not horn again from'above. God 
firſt works Grace,and then Hope ;and,to be ſure, - 
a graceleſs condition, is an hopeleſs condition. 

Secondly, That hope which is truly Chriſtian, 
and will never make aſhamed, is the effet of an Inte- 
reſt in Chrift through Faith. Till we receive Je- 
ſus Chriſt by Faith, making him our Hope, the 
Hope of Salvation isnone of ours, For, who- 
ever is Chriſtleſs, 1s pronounced by the Apoftle, 
to be yet in a Hopeleſs and loſt condition, 
EpF ef. 2.12. x 
FINTIS. 
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Be thou faithful unto death, and [ 


will give thee a crown of life. 


chat ends well; and the end of every 
ching is that which cicher makes or marrs 
all. That therefore weoughet to make our 
principal care, ſhould be this; That having be- 
gun in the Spirit, we may not end in the Fleſh ; that 
baving ſet our hand to God's Plough, we look no more 
back; but chat we labour to hold faſt the pro- 
feſſion of our Faith, ſtriving co perſevere-in 
grace till death, that we may then, according to 
my Text, receivefrom Chriſt a crown of life. 
The words of my Text, expreſs che ſum of 
Chriſt's Advice to the Presbytery of the Church 
in Smyrna; together with all the Members of 
that Church ; being now ſurrounded, through 
pon malice of Satan, with many grievous Afﬀi- 
ions. | | 


Behold! The Devil ( ſaith. Chriſt ) ſpall caf 


F'5: thing ( ſaith che Proverb) is well, 


ſhall 


( 234 ) 

ſhall bave Tribulation ten dayes : But for their 
Encouragement as well as Dire&tion; and that 
they might know, that after their Incarceraticn 
ſhould: follow theiy Enlargement and Coronati- 
on; that after their ſuffering for Chriſt, they 
ſhould be glorified cogether with him, He faith, 
Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
_ efown of life. n 


, A-Precept, ſhewins us 
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may obſerve theſe two 
Parts, as the principal 
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our Reward. 


I. The Precept laid down by way of Command 
and Injun&ion for our Dire&ion, you have in 
theſe words, Be thou faithful unto death. 

2. The Promiſe laid down by way of Motive 
and Encouragement for our Conſolation , you 
havein theſe words, And Twill give thee a crown 
of life. 

- , In the Precept, we may obſerve: 

' 1. The Duty required, and that is Faithful- 
neſs, keeping cloſe to God, and perſevering in 
all upright and-qutiful obedience to his Com- 
mandments, with what difficulties ſoever atten-= 
ded, Be thou faithful. 

2. The Extent of this Faithfulneſs ; ſhewing 
how far it ought to extend it ſelf, and that's to 
death; Be thou faithful unto death. 

In the Promiſe, we may allo obſerve : 

1. The Giver, beſtowing the Reward upon all 
choſe that are thus Faithful, and that is the Lord 
Jeſus Chrift, ſtyled in the Inſcription of this 
_ | Epiſtle, 


0 wt &. * 
xr 
A 


(235) 
Epiſtle, The fir and the laſt, who was dead and is 
_ For, He it is that hath ſaid, 7 will give 
thee. | 

2. The Reward it ſelf, *beſtowed by Jeſus 
Chriſt, upon all ſuch as are faithful unto death ; 
and that's a crown of life, even eternity of hap- 
pineſs, and ſoul-ſatisfying felicity in God's Hea- 
venly Kingdom; Be thou faithful untodeath, and I 
will give thee a crown of life. | 

. The words being thus Analytically explained, 

I ſhall wind up the full ſenſe of them, in this one 
dofirinal Propoſition, which you may take as fol- 
lowech. | 

Do&.. The Lord Feſus Chrift, will reward, with a 
crown of Life, all thoſe that are faithful unto death. 
Whoſoever is faithful to the end, ſhall be ſaved 
by Chriſt in the End, Mat. 10.22, 24. Non inci- 
prenti, ſed perficienti dabitur corona. The crown is 
alwayes ſet upon the. head of Perſeverance; all 
thoſe that perſevere-3n grace till death, will 
Chriſt undoubtedly crown with glory after 
dent. --- > Þ 
Jeſus Chriſt will never ſuffer thoſe to go unre-.; 
warded, after death, who have been faithful to., 
him, and ftedfaſt ina way of obedience,all their 
life. : 

For, faith Chrift, To him that overcometh, will 
Torant to fit with mein my Throne ; even as T alſo 
overcame, andam (ate down with my Father in his 
Throne, Rev. 3.21. | 

Many there are, who, not perſevering in grace 
till death, ſhallnever be able to enter into Life, 
how fair ſoever they might feem to put for it : 


But to all thoſe, who by patient continuance in well 
doing . 
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doing, ſeek; for glory, honour, and immortality, the 
Lord will certainly render Eternal Life, Rom. 2. 7, 

In the proſecution of this Dodarine, having 
premiſed ſomerhinf} for the clearing of it, we 
ſhall give you the Reaſons, proving the truth 
thereof, and ſo come to the prafiical Improvement 
of ir, by way of Uſe and Application. 

I.. By way of Caution ; Let it beremembred. that 
the connexion betwixt being faithful toDeath,and the 
crown of Life, here promiſed, doth neither ſuppoſe, 
nor imply, the poſſibility of a Believer”s falling from 
grace received. The Dodrine of the Saints pers 
ſeverance is much oppoied, I confeſs, by many; 
' but, the earth is never the more unſecled, becaiiſe 
co vertiginous and giddy brains, it ſeems co turn 
round; nor doth it at all-incommodate this 
truth, that we find the Apoſtle exhorting thoſe 
that ftand, To take beedleſi they fall; and: our ble. 
ſed Lord, in my Text,promiling a crown of Life, 
but with this proviſo, That we be faithful unto 
Death. 

For, the truth is (hough indeed the Arminians 
infer the clean contrary) by theſe admonitions, 

onditionate promiſes,and orher means of grace, 
Sor people, are enabled to continae in well 
doing, to be ſtedfaſt in the work of the Lord, 
to hold faſt the profeſſion of their faith, and-ſo to 
perſevere 1n grace, till they cometo glory, 

2. By way of Cattion; Let it alſobe remembrel, 
that faithfulneſs unto Death, requiredin my Text, is 
not meritorious of the crown of Life therein promi- 
ſed. This Crown,is the gift of Chriſt's free grace, 
not the purchaſe of our own merits; it's freely 
given by Chriſt,- not purchaſed of us, by ought 
that we can do. There 
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:.;T here:1s, indevd, a.ſpice of Popery in every 


man'q heart, by ,nature;. how prone are men-to 
1dolize.their Duties, and tadraw fo much:;from 
the ſtream, as to forFet the Spriugz how prone 
to\look upotr. grace,'4s meritorious of gloty, and 
to by grafting happineſs, upon the ſtock of: thee 
own. righteoutnels |! : ate Leg are I oa 

,{ Buf:alas;How: vaſt is the diſproportion betwixt 
pHrbfing faithful unto Dezth, and chat crown of 
Lyfes $hat; pbides ys in another world ! What is 
our. Faith, our Love, our patient continuance in 
yell-doing, - to. an_ eternity of glory, and ſoul- 


£ Ny. 
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Hisfying Felicity! - Thongh we cannot obtain 
this crownunleſs we befaithfu], yet not becauſe 


WR are feithfid. Manera ſua coronat Deus, xon Metitd 


t424;:: God:crowns his own gitts, riot our merits; 


and to; be ſire He will ſo crown them, chat He 


himſelf will be no loſer ; though thoſe that are 
faichful unto death; ſhall have the: comfort of 
this crown of life, yet God will have:ailthe glos 
ry which He never could have, were this crown 
beſtowed not of grace, butin a way of meric.- - 
_ Theſe things premiſed ; the Rexſons evincing, 
the Truth of the Dofrine, aretheſe: +; 

I. Becauſe this is that which the Lord intended 
them, and hath accordingly prepared for them front 


| the foundation of the world, Match. 25:34. This 


heavenly Kingdom, this crown of Lite, this ie 
ternal weight of Glory ; it's nothing but what 
the Lord hath from all Eternity, in the contris 
vances of his Love, prepared for all thoſe that: 
are faithful unto death; unleſs, therefore, we 
conld -imagine ir a thing poilible for the only: 
$71 Fe wits 


 Hkea Leaſe which ſoon exſpires, as the Pelagians 


4... 
"wiſe God to reſcind. his Decrees , ny muſt 
needs be at [length made -partakers of all this; 


their. faithfulneſs till death, muſt needs be r6+ 
warded with a crown of life. I 

2. Becauſe this crown of life is nothing but what 
Chriſt hath purchaſed with bis own blood, for all ſuch 
as are faithful unto death. Chriſt's hanging ups» 
on the Croſs, was to bring us to the crown; He 
humbled himſelf unto death, co impetrate 'for 
all the faithful this crown of life, Heb. 10. 19. 
Chriſt alone, without any demerit of his, ſuffered 
our pain, that we, without any merit of ours, 
mighe obtain his glory; the price which Chrift 
paid was his, but the inheritance of that heaven- 
iy Kingdom thereby purchaſed, he intended for 
us: In a word, the wreath of Thorns upon his 
head was his, but the crown of Life hath he 
Purchaſed for ail chat are faichful unto death, 
and will therefore undoubtedly crown them -at 
laſt therewith. 

3. Becauſe this is 4 good argument of their fin* 
cerity, and doth clearly evince the truth of their 
grace, which is alwayes rewarded with a crown of 
glory, Pfal. 37. 37. - Falſe grace is alwayes de» . 
clining, till ic be wholly loſt ; but true grace goes 
from a mornings dawning, to a noon-day bright» 

- neſs, fhining more and more to the perfe& day. 
Falſe grace ts but for a ſeaſon; but true grace | 
hath Eternity ftampt upon it. True grace 1s not 


would makeit; to day a Believer, co morrow an 
Unbeliever; to day Juſtified, to morrow Un- 
juſtified ; to day a member of Chrift, ro morrow 
a limb of Satan 3 co day an heir of Heaven, to 

| 'MOTroW 


a oO 9 Ao BR.” 2 


wW. 


ace BY Bi Ae G6. - 


( 23 
morrow a child of Hell; this would be like a 
Leaſe ſoon run out: Buc, the Lord ſettles grace on 
thoſe chat have it as an Inheritance, and he will 
ſee that the Entail ſhall never be cue off _ 
You may loſe ( Chriſtians ) your Eſtates, 
your Liberty, your Friends, and your Lives alto : 
Bur as for your Grace, if it be crue, and of che 
right ſtamp, chis you can never loſe; your per- 
ſeverance 1n grace, it argues the truth of your 
Faces and that entitles you to the crown of 
lory. 
, > And laſtly, Becauſe to all ſuch 7s the promiſe 
of a crown of life made, and to them it belongeth. . To 
ſuch as, with Paul, ſhall have fought a good fight, 
have finiſhed their courſe, and kept the faith, the 
Lord, the righteous Fudge, hath-promiſed a. crown of 
Righteouſneſs at that day, 2 Tim.4.8. God hath 
promiſed, that thoſe who endure to theend, they 


ſhall be ſarved. 


Paul alſo ſpeaking of thoſe, who by patient con-. 


 tinuance in well-doing, ſeek for glory, honour, and 


immortality 3 tells us, that God will render to all 

iuch, Eternal life, Rom. 2.7. S 
And ſo, if you ſearch the Bible from the one 
end thereof to the other, you ſhall ftill find the 
Lord in his Promiſes, {etting the crown of Life 
upon the head of Perſeverance, and advancing 
all choſe that perſevere in Grace to eternity of 

lory. - 
, Now all God's Promiſes will undoubtedly at 
length be turned into glorious Performances. 
As theretore the crown of Life is theirs by pro- 
Mi(e who are faithful unto death, fo this Pro= 
miſe will at length pucchem into che full poſſeiſi< 
R 2 on 
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on of that Crown ; the Lord having too much 
Truth to lye,too much Confſtancy to repent, and 
too much Goodneſs to deceive thoſe that are 
faichful co himſelf. | 

So then, the decree of God ordaining you to 
a crown of Lite, 'the blood of Chriſt purchaſing 
It for you, the {ificerity of your grace enticling 
you thereto, through the Covenant of Grace, 
and the Promiſe of God, who cannot lye, where- 
by it ftands aſcertained to you; all theſe do clear. 
ly evince, that being faichful unto Death, Jeſus 
Chriſt wiil undoubtedly reward you with a 
crown of Life. ; 

Thus havingconciſely proved, come we now 
to the pradical Improvement of this DoGrine, by 
way of Uſe and Application. | 

Firſt, By way of Information; This Doltrine 

may ſerve to acquaint 'us with. theſe following 
particulars. 
IT. How manyintheworld, are like to fall ſhort of 
this crown of Life. Non currenti, (ed Vincenti dabi- 
tur corona. Look over the whole Bible, and you 
{hall find, this Crown 1s never ſet, but upon the 
head of Perſeverance; the promiſe of a crown 
'of Life, concerns no more, but thoſe that are 
faithful unro death ; ahd how ſmall 1s che num- 
ber of ſuch Profeſſors ? ; 

Tf this crown of Life might be compaſſed by 
Apoſtacy, 'by making ſhipwrack of Faith and a 
good Conſcience,. not a few would be ſure to 
have a ſharein it, that are now never like to ob- 
tain It 3 bur, if thoſe only, who continue ſtedfaſt 
in well doing, who hold faſt the profeſſion of 
their Faith, who do flil} keep cloſe to God, and 

| are 
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are faithful till death, may expe& to be rewar- 
ded with this crown of Life; then undoubtedly, 
without any: breach of charity, we may fafely 
judge, that multicudes will everlaſtingly fall 
ſhort of 1t. For, be men never ſo deſirous to 
reign, yet, if they will not be righteous; let 
them prize Happineſs as much as. they will, yet, 
if they deſpiſe holineſs ; though, in a word, they 
begin never ſo gloriouſly, yet, if they be not 
faichfulunto Death, but end ſhamefully, they can 
never lay claim to this crown of Life ; ſuch have 
broken the condition of the Promiſe ; no won- 
der then, if the Crown, bound up in the Pro- 
miſe, be for ever denied them ! _ 3-2 

2. That Chriſtianity is no unreaſonable thing, no 
fruitleſs Province. God doth not cut us out work, 
and deny us wages ; he doth not exa& duty, and 


"give us no reward : but, as he requires that we 
ſhould be holy, fo he hath promiſed, 'that we 


ſhall be happy ;/ as he hath commanded us co live 
wich him here, as Saints 'on earth, ſo, he hath 
promiſed, that we ſhall reign with him hereafter, 
as Kings in Heaven ; as he exhorts us, that we 
ſtrive tobe faithful unto Death fo, he hath afſu= 
red us, that ſo doing, we ſhall ſhortly be rewar- 
ded with a crewn of Life !. And is this now, I 
beſeech you, an unreaſonable thing ? or, can you 
look upon Chriſtianity ſtill, as a fraicleſs em- 


Ployment ? 


When indeed, we hear of the Doqrine of Re- 
pentance, Self-denial, Mortification, and the 
like wholeſom ſeverities of Chriſtianity, we are 
ready to be ſtartled : but, here 1s that in my Do= 
arine, that may remove the prejudice; there isa 
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crown of Life, there is a Kingdom behind, that 
cannot be moved, and that will make amends 
for all. | 

' No mancan fay, without wrong to God, that 
Heis an hard Maſter ; that crown of Life, which 
he hath promiſed, doth as far exceed our 
thoughts, asit doth ſurpals our deſerts; he gives. 
double pay, there 1s a Kingdom that cannot be 
moved, there is Lite and Eternity of Glory, pre- 
pared for all that are faithful unto Death. | 
- Satan may indeed, by his wicked inftruments, 
diſparage the waies of God,like thoſe Spies,thar 
broughtup.an ill report of the Land of Canaan:;. 
but, will Satan, think you, mend your wages? I 
appeal to every man's Conſcience, whether to 0- 
bey God, that will ſave us, be not more reaſona- 
ble, than to hearken to Satan, who only ſtudies 
how to deſtroy us? Chriſt bids you repent, the 
Devil faith, Timeenough ; but, 1s 1t not better 
to weep for itn, than bleed for fin ? Chriſt com- 
mands you to pray in your Families and Cloſets, 
the Devil will ſuggeſt, That's too much ado : bur, 
xs it not better, that you ſhould pray here, than 
howl tn Hell ? Chriſt requires, that you ſhould 
ſan&ifhe the Sabbath,the Devil will cell you, It's a 
wearineſs to keep it - but, isit not better to keep 
an holy Reſt co the Lord, than to be for ever 
without reſt, and tormented in Hell, to all Eter- 
nity ? Chriſt bids you be faithful unto Death, the 

Devil will adviſe you to ſave your (elves : bur, is 
not a crawn of lite better, than co die the ſecond 
Death? Is not obeying betrer than ſuffering? 
Is it not better,to be bound in all faithful obedi- 
eace unto God, by cords of Love, than through 
" un 


( 2 | OY 
unfaithfulne(s, to be (hut up in thechains of ever- 
lafting.darkneſs ?:: .. Flack 472 
3. That (uch are not to be condemned, but to be ju- 
flified, and highly commended,who are careful to bold 
fa their- integrity, giving all diligence, that they 
may befaithful unts death. When men refuſe to 
accommodare themlelves tc the Mode of the 
times, will not worſhip the rifing Sun, nor com- 
Ply with every prevailing-lide,for ſelf-advantage;. 
ut, labour to keep Faith and a good Conſcience, 
the world is apt to cenſure them as guilty of un« 
necellary zeal, indiſcretion, and madnels ; but, 
Have;they not areaſon for ſuch praftiſe ? Is there 
not a cauſe why. .they ſhonld be faithful unto 
Death, and are they not to be juſtified in labours 
ing'tobe ſo? PIT, 
 ' Siſervanda eſt fides, regnandi gratia ſervanda ft, 
If for any thing a man will keep, - crouch, and - bg 
faithful ; if for any thing a man would agonize ity 
and double his diligence, one. would think; 'it 
ſhould be for a Kingdem, for a.crown of Life; 
Let then the blind world, coune zeal madnels; 
and your faichfulneſs a part of indiſcretion; yet; 
know, that that eternal weight of glory, that 
heavenly Kingdom, that immarceſcible crown of 
Life, that abides you in the world co come, is 
of worth enough to juſtifie all your zeal, circum- 
ſpe&ion, and diligence, in purſuit thereof, 
cthough ten thouſand times more than it is, For, 
what 15 a temporal obedience to an eternal re» 
compence ? Whatis our ſervice on earth, toour 
Crown in Heaven ? And who, I beſeech you, that 
is wiſe, and hath the Grdinary reaſon of a.man, 


would not eſcape the wrath of an angry God, 
| | R 4 tOgee 
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_ roSether wath-che rorment MN everlaſting! burn- 
ings in Hell; & withal,to obtain acrowniof ever. 
lafitmgTife; giveat.diligence tharihe may befaith- 
Atanto death T3Whar (cufflingand fcrambling. is 
there For Crow1is-and Scepters in the workd?Andz 
why thould men thus labour fora exrtblyetown; 
whichts no ſooner on, but may be plutked:off;25 
Sh? Is there not much morereaton, ': that: we 
fraxtd  labour'by patient continuance In wells 
edbwmtfor an heavenly Crown,:'which being once 
obthined, ſhall never be eakenfiiom-us 2: :c. 41 
114: How infinitely great and glorious,” God's:''boun+ 
Ps to the (ons of: men. ICS athigh favour, that. 
we#'poor worms, and no men,arefufferedita live; 
bae; that worms ſhould be made Kings, and;after 
a pardon,be crowned with everlaſting Life; :how 
great-fs els favour! Behold, 'what' manner. of 
Pove is this, that for a temporal:{ervice, will give 
ali ferns Reward; that hathpromiſed' a crown 
of Life, co all that are faithful :unto':; Dedth! 
Parthly Kings may beftow! great gifes upon their 
Favourites, but, ''they keep'the Crown tothem+ 
{tes 5; as Pharoah, who, Ehough'hteadvanced fo 
to honour, yet reſerved the Kingdom for 
1mfelf- bur God; whe is! the: Lord of Lords, 
andKing of Kiniss, he gives a Kingdom to all 
his-Pavourites/and crowns them: with:everlaſting 
oo 0 ro TI ho DT 
Tf a King-would make another man his Suc- 
ceffor iti the Throtie,and beſtow hisCrown upon 
him ſurely it ſhould be one that was neer. akin 
to ltd; ar leaft; no man would adopt an enemy 2: 
But7that'God ſhould adopt us,when yet we were 
enemies ; that he ſhould make us Heirs to the 
"303 — Crown, 
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Crown, when yet-wewereTraitors:tothe Crown, 
ON, what fupendious,. what aſtoniſhing Love is 
this t-) \1;0-- ls nigh 4 te 


: ; When, my Brethrenzwe .were like Saul,breath- 
ing fore.enmity againſt God ; when we had done 
Godel she.3njury.we.could 3 when.we had vio- 
lated: his.Law,' defaced his Image; . and deſpiſed 
his Loye; whenzin-a word, we had:trampled up- 
or his mercaes, and:gni;heares ftood our againſt 
Hum, he overcame on ſtubbornneſs; by a miracle 
of -congefcending mes cy,i.and not. only pardon- 
ed our fins, which deſerved death, bur alſo hath 
promiſed te give crow: of Life 1: - | 

-. We meny times thipk much of a tear,ofa pray» 
gr, of facricing our liberty, our life; nay, our 
fs, for:God-: but, he: thinks nothing too good 
for us,'he thinks noemuch to beſtow: a Kingdom 
tipon us3 nor to glyens:a' crown::of:: Life, :ouly 


with &[js: Provaſlo, (that we be: faithful unto 


Death. - TWIN 99 > no He» 7 BY BOT TETBEL , 2 

-: This: tolu this; 3$ fuch,a miracle: of .. Divine 
bounty, as we ſhall be iſearching. into; and ado- 
ring toallefrermity.3 Jr's love in God to give us 
&.arumby-oh;; but hbw \great 1s thatlove which 
will give us a crowny.acrown of Life, of: Life 
evecallnght ln nit ohh or Le Se 

7: 5+ That i is no diſgract to be a Chiiftian, to be ſied- 
fait in the work, of .the Lord, tobe faithful till deaths; 
For, upon-all ſuch, thereis entailed a rrown of Life. 
You : that £annot :diflemble conſcience ,; and 


change. your religion for:advantage, as faſt as the 


Camelion her-colour; :You, .that cannot 'run in- 
to; the ſame excels of Riot, Superſtition, and 
Profaneneſs, but labour. to hold faſt your. inte» 
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grity, endeavouring to ſhine as lights, -in the 
midſt of a :crooked Generation; perhaps, you 
may meet with ſuch as will reproach you, count= 
mg you the off-{conring and reffuſe of all things: 
'Buc remember, this 1s their folly : *cis Juſt as if 
Shimei, had reproached David, when he was go- 
ing to bemade King;your being Chriſtians, Chri- 
ſftians that are ſtedfaſt in the work. of the Lord, 
endeavouring to be faithful unto death, this, I 
rel! you, is your excellency, this is your glory, 
you are doing that which entitles you co'a crown 
© Es 2 eas 
Wiſe men meaſure things by their end ; Sin 
ends in ſhame, but Grace in gtory ; Sin draws 
"Death, and Hell, after ic, but perſeverance-in 
Grace, is always attended wita a crown of Life, 
with eternity of glorious ſoul-ſatisfyurg felicity. 
'Let not that then any longer, what ever the blind 
world judge of it, be counted a matcer of di(- 
grace, which ſhall end in glory ; N-r that vile 
and: diſhonourable, which fhall ſhortly. be re- 
warded with a crown of Life! z r= 
. 6. Andlaſtly, Ihat jaft cauſe thoſe that have 
been faithful unto God,and jiedfaſt in the wark:-of the 
Lord, have to long for Death, and torejoyce in their 
approaching diſſolution ; For then,they ſhall be.crown- 
#d with a royal Diadem. The wicked indeed may 
fear Death, to them ic's the King of terrours, as 
chat which paſſeth them over to everlaſting 
chains of Darkneſs, and gives beginning. to 
thoſe flames, which, tormenting them night and 
day, ſhall never end : But, the godly may long 
for Death, it will prefer them to a Kingdom ; 
then, and not till then, ſhall they be compleatly 
in- 


24 
iaftalled into all their Royalties, and have the 
crown of Life ſet upon their heads, never to be 
ary _ again. | | ». 
we have fought the good fight, if we have finiſh-- 
ed our courſe, he we Fac ow, ls bence forth 
theres laid up for every one of us, a crown of Righ- 
teouſneſs, 2 Tim. 4. 8. 
And 1s not this enough to wean us, and make 
os wiiling to be gone hence ? How is it then, thac 
the godly look ſo ghaſtly at the thoughts of 
Death, as if they were rather going to their exe- 
cution, than to their coronation ? Who would 
not be willing to fail in a ſtorm, if he were ſure 
to be crowned afloon as he came at {hore ? 
No ſooner is he that was faithful unto Death, 


deprived of life temporal, buc his ſoulis crown» 


ed with life Eternal ! | 

Secondly, By way of Reprehenſion, this may 
{erve toreprove twolorts ot men. = 

1. This may ſharply reprove. all thoſe who having 
begun zn the ſpirit, are now ready to end inthe fleſh, 
that,with Epheſus, forſake their firit love, that ha- 
ving put their hand to Gods plough, look, back agdin 
as Lots wife towards Sodom ; that, in a word, ha- 
ving eſcaped the pollutions that are in the world, 
through the knowledge of Chriſt, do afterward turn 
away from the holy Commandment, ſs that their 
latter eſtate is worſe then the fir|t, 2 Pet. 2. 20. 
*cis ſad, my Brethren, for a man to come near 
this crown, and then to fall ſhort of itat laſt; 
as it isto ſee a Ship caſt away in the ſighe of che 
Shore. Againſt all ſuch Apoſtates, the wrath of 
God will ſmoak, and his fury diſplay>ic (elf in 
bloody colours. © God hath a crown for run- 
© ners, 


_ _(248) 
e ners, buta.curſe for run-aways : Neither doth 
£ he count himſelf ſerved at all, if he be not al- 
< ways ferved. You look for happineſs as long 
'©as God hath a beeing in 'Heaven;zand God looks 
© for holineſs, as long as you- have a beeing on 
< Earth. Our work 15 never finiſhed cill our lives 
are expired ; we muſt therefore be faithful unto 
death, or we can never obtain the crown of Life. 


He chat departs in the Faith,: (hall be ſaved : but 


he that departs from the Faith, ſhall be damned; 
- Look' to it them, all you, who inſtead of be- 
ing faithful unto 'God, and of perfe&ing h-oli- 
neſs in his fear, -are fallen from it, declined and 
turned afide after your own luſts. If any van; 


faith theLord, draw back , my ſoul foall have no 


pleaſure in bin, Heb.-10.38; * He that draws back 
© from an holy profeſſion, wil! undoubtedly be 
© kept back from terial ſalvation. 
© This, of all cafes, is the moſt deſperate; and, 

© of all fins, this-alone is unpardonable. All 
<the' unrighteouſneſs of the greateſt ſinner, re- 
< penting. and leaving his fins, 1s forgiven, and 
© forgotten too :- Bur, all the righreoutnels of the 
© greateſt Saint, repenting and leaving his righ- 
© reouſneſs, 1s forgotten, but he himſelf, ſhall 
'© never be forgiven, Ezek. 18. 24. 
He muſt needs fall fhort of a crown of Life 
who continues not faithful unto Death. 

2. And laſtly, This reproves ell profane and un- 
godly perſons, who prefer the pleaſures of fin, which 
"are but for a ſeaſon, before the crown of Life, that 
endures for ever. Oh, how mich will it addto 
the vexation of ſuch poor ſonls in Hell, to think 
how fooliſhly chey mifſed of Heaven, _— 
4 OV 
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how ſmall a trifle they forfeited .this crown of 
Life ! | h 
' And yet, how many are there now. that confi- 
der not theſe things, bur ſome co ſatisfie their 
greedy apperite drink away a Kingdom, ſome 
for a morlſel of unjuſt gain, do not ſtick to for- 
feit.cheir right to Heavenly glory, and others for 
a little (ſenſual pleaſures, will deprive themſelves 
of this crown of Life. This, I know, 1s not 
your end, but it's the end of your ſinful praftiſes. 
For a blefſed crown, and a curſed life, a pure 
diadem, and an unholy converſation can never 
agree. Oh then, that you would now ac length 
yer,in time, conſider your folly. Is there a crown 
of Life, and will you by fin make forfeiture of 
this? Can the pleaſures of fin, make amends for 
the loſs of ſuch a crown ? Haſt thou any Juſt that 
can countervai] thy being diſappointed of Eter- 
nal glory ? e” | 

Oh, look not upon che ſmiling face of fin, bue 
look to the end of it, the wages of fin is deaths 
itis this which will deprive you of a crown of 
Life. Lam. 5.16. The crown is fallen from our 
head, and woe be to us that we have finned ! Sin 
doth not only take the crown from oft a/finner*s 
head, but it binds a curſe upon the finners back. 


The pleaſures of fin, areſuddenly abortive, but 


the pains of n,areeternally cormenting. Though 
now, you can take delight inthe pleaſures of fin, 
yet, you ſhould remember, it will ſhortly Le like 
fire in your bones, and like gravel 1n your bow- 
els,. when it ſhall have deprived your ſonls of 
that crown of Life, which Gcd hath prepared 


for all thoſe chat are faithful unto Death, Lee 


the 
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the miſery then that attends a courſe of fin, and 
thoſe everlaſting burnings in Hell, which follow 
after, be like a Cherubim”'s flaming Sword,' to 
- keep you from feeding upon the forbidden fruic 
of all unrighteouſneſs ! pruloety 
- Thirdly, By way of Exhortation, let this pre- 
vail with us all, to hold faſt the profeſſion of our 
Faith, to be ſtedfaſt in the work of the Lord, and 
faithful till Death, that we may then receive a 
crown of Life. | | 
Heamongſlt yon, that defires to be glorious in 
the end, muſt labour to continue gracious to the 
end; and he that would ever be happy after 
death, muſt labour to be holy all his life. If ever 
then, you deſire to be crowned with everlaſting 
Felicity, hold faſt, and let not go your inte- 
rity. | 
: Our |aboursare never fulfilled, till our lives be 
expired: whilſt therefore, you remain on this 
fide the confines of Eternity, take heed that you 
never lay down the pradtiſe of Piety ! You muſt 
hold Chriſtians, the Scepter of Grace in your 
hands, till God fer the crown of Glory upon 
your heads. | 
 Andſhall] prevail with you, to make conſci- 
ence of this great dutie ? Will you cleave to God 
with full purpoſe of heart? May the conſidera> 
tion of this crown of Life, conſtrain you co be 
faithful in the work of the Lord, holding faſt 
your integritie, whatever it coſt you, tiil deati ? 
1. Conſider, There is a Baptiſmal Vow lies up- 
on you, obliging you thus to be faithful unto death. 
In Baptiſm we cook our Preſs-money, there we 
ſolemnly engaged our ſelves to betrue co comer 
Intereſt. 
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.. Intereſt, and to fight it out, under his Banner, to 
the very death: And, how often ac:the Lord*s 
Table: have we taken the Oath of Allegiance to 
Chriſt, that we would be his Liege Servants, and 
chat nothing {honid ſever us from him? Now 
then, if we look that ever the Lord ſhould keep 
covenant with us, 1n giving us a crown of Life, 
let us be ſure that we keep covenant with him, in 
friving to be faithful unto death, Pſal. 25. 10. 
For, there 1sno reaſon that any.man ſhould 
exped& life from Chriſt, when he dies; that hath 
no care to keep faith with Chriſt while he lives. 
Yea, certainly it were better for us, neverto 
" haveentered into covenant with God, thanto 
make a covenant with him, and not to keep ir. 
For, if this Baptiſmal Vow that' lies upon you 
be not kept inviolably, it will be puniſhed infal- 
libly; Where doth the flying Roul of Curſes light, 
but upon the houſe of him chat ſweareth falſly > 
Zach.5.4. If therefore our Baptiſmal Vow. will 
not bind, yet. God hath chains of everlaſting 
darkneſs, and choſe ſhall ! 40 
2. Confider, Inconftancy is .a ſure argument of 
mnfincerity. True Grace is indeficient, and of an 
abiding nature; if therefore you be not faith- 
ful unto death, it's a ſign you were alwayes void 
of the life of Grace. They went out from us ( faith 
St. Fobn ) becauſe they were not of ws; for if they 
bad been of us, . they would no doubt have continued 
with ws, 1 Joh.2.19. | 
That Man's Obedience to God , was, un- 
doubredly, in Hypocitifie ; whoſe Obedience 
endsin Apoſtacy from God. 
'OuSeis rearhs, Tris ox an guar. He was ne- 
| ver 
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ver. 4 true Feiend ( faith one) .that. dith. ever, 
afterward become an Enemy. To be, ſures they 
were never fihcere and upright before God, who 
do:ever give over their Loyalty. to God.; As 
therefore you would not have it at length appear 
to your eternal . confuhos,. that your beginning 


was Hypocritical, take heed that your end be not. 


Apoſtatical. [46's | 119771135; 
Oh, there: is. nothing that can give you more 
juſt ground- to queſtion the {;ncerity'pt your 


grace, than your want of Perſeverance; ingrace , 


received I. «\ '» 


es ahereforn youmnddnithoenceciet 


eternal Life with a Non nov vos, as. fo.:many 
damned Hypocrites, . Oh, tee that you be; faiths 
ful unto death.!- Tu "$7 ROE 

3:: Conſider, 1t's the Will and Cominand of. God; 
that you ſhould thus be faithful unto death... Ws 'no 
arbitrary matter, nor a thing lefc to our choice, 
whether we will be faithful till death, or no; -biit 
the living God, all whoſe commands catry Paws 
er and Soverazgnty in them, He. requires that we 
ſhonld be (o. | $2 

; If chen there were no other Motive to excite 
us, yet the command of .God might be greatly 
provoking; He, who hath ſupream Soverazgnty 
over all, that commands the very inanimate crea- 
tures and they obey him, He it is that commands 
ns to be faithful unto death; How then dare we 
have a thought of ſtanding out. againſt him ? 

Oh, conlider it,] beſeech you, If we obey nor 
God, commanding us to be faithful unto death; 
yet we cannot chuſfe but obey him, cemmanding 
us to-die the Second Death! God's Will muſt 

| | either 
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: 


win, 4 wh. 


9 mn m0 PR. Oy | fflq ee © eo Ur: fn =-m mein oe & 


oa amt. —2 


mh + 7 


2 
LS. Bo : A - 
by 6A 7 v 
: Tus" 0 
*7 7 * $2 ” 


_ And if his | | 


} 


one be fulblledby, US, OP Upan.s 3. 
37 NPOn a us. for our amend- 


F = 4 * 


5 the” ac In caſe you be bere lube onde 
wouring to bold faſt your integrity unto death ;. this 
Will gipe you ſecurity all your life. When dan _ 
aze eminent, all men will begin to look out 

Refuge, that they may be gr to make a Certain 
and honourable Retreat; You. ail defire ,to be 
ſafe in times .of wa; el if Sword or. Pefti- 
legge come, if, Nexth lay; his cold hands .npon 
#Pug.;and Judgement, overtake;y,q\, Weald: you 

be ſecure, and out of harm's Way? 

. Wall, there.is nothing that: can give yau ſeous 
tity; apgd ſet .you out. ;of , gun-thofs but a.care to 
parlevere in grace, 8 to old,faf}-your i integrity. 

Would you theefore be ſecuzed in.eyit rimes? 
Then hold faſt..your integrity, Kndeavoyringts 
be faithful unto death. | a63 47; 

Integrity may be, fhot at, "but. ic can NEver. be 
ſhot thorpw ; this is a Chriſtian's. coat of Mail, 
he that hach it, is ſufficiently, barnefſed: 4gahal 
all dangers. GE 5 

,Oh then, (my Brethren) las Riches ou þuc 
ler not your Integrity goa; let Relationsand 
Friends go, but let not your Integri:y :goy ec 
Liberty, yea, and Life. it ſelf go, bur yer fee that 
you hold faſt, and let not go your Integricy,z. A+ 
bove all things, give diligence to be fairhful co 
the very death ! 

If ſomeavenger of blood hold be upon you, 
this would be like a City of Refuge; 10 A' CoM» 

mon Conflagration, this will be like a Zoar to 
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fly to; and when a Deluge of wrath is pouring 
down, in full ftreams, upon the world of ungod- 
ily, yet this, like a Noah's Ark, will afford you 
ficy [ , : 

5. Conſider, There is no other way to obtain the 
- crown of life, but by being faithful unto death. 1f 
you 'fearch the Records of God's Holy Word, 


from the very beginning to the end thereof, you 


ſhall fill find, char Perſeverance in Grace cif 
death,is that alone which carries away the crown 
of life, Matth.24..13. > 

Non inchoantibus, ſed perſeverentibus premium 
promittitur. In the Race of Chriſtianity, not he 
chat beginneth firſt : bur he that holds our ro the 
Iaft; iscrowned:*-It's true, we'are al! to-fet-out 
for 'God, 'at- bur beginning ;' but? yet," if we 
hold not on withi*God, if we endure not to the 
end; af we be not ſtedfaſt in the work of the 
Lord; endeavonring to be fatthful unto death, 


we can never enjoy this crown of life.  _ 


A maii can no more obtain 'this crown of Life 
without being faithful-unto death, thari onecan 
get 'ts his Journey's end, who fits down - in che 
midſt of his way ! TE 
* Ohthen, as you would not come ſhort of this 
crown of Life, as you would not at Jength mi(- 
carry, and be diſappointed of Heaven, and Glory 
in the end, be ſure that you ftrive to be faithfu], 
ro endure, to the end ! | 
- 6. Conlider, How exceeding comfortable it will 
be in the hour of death,to have your Conſciences bear- 
ing you witnefi, that you have been faithful all your 
life. What great matter of rejoycing was it to 


Paul when he came to die, that he had his Con- | 
ſcience |: 
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-ſtience bearing him witneſs, That he had fought 4 
good fight, that he had finiſhed his conrſe, that he 


"bad kept the Faith ; then he concludes, that at 


lengch he ſhould be crowned with eternal life ! 
'2'Tim. 4.7, 8. | | 


And thus with comfort may every Chriſtian 


-Jay his life down, who hath laid his life wholly 

out in the ſervice of God. Such an one ſhall nor 
"die, bur liveſtill; only hefhall change the place 
of his living; inſtead of Egypt, to live in Canaan 


inſtead of Earth, to live in Heaven ; inſtead of a 
*Tabernacle of clay, tolive ina Manſion of eter= 


'nal glory | Oh then, if in a dying hour, when 


' neither Riches, nor Honours, nor your deareſt 
Relations can afford you any comfort, you would' 


have fomething to comfort your Souls againſt the 


'King of Terrours ; (ee chen that you hold faſt 
-your Integrity , giving diligence to be faithful 
unto death! : | 


A man may repent of his Riches, Honours, 
and all outward Accommodations in the world : 


' but never didany man repent when he came to 


die, thathe had been ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, alwayes 
abounding in the work of the Lord :: Never did any 


' Chriſtian, who 1s going to live with Chriſt in 
' Heaven, repent 3 bur rejoyced; that he had been 


faithful coChriſt on Earth ! _ TR. 
7. Conlider, How quickly this crown of Life. 


ſhall be given you, and let that make you faithful 


unto death. A man, though weary of his journey; 
yer, if he be within {ighr of the TownAvhere his 


' dwelling is, puts 08 cheerfully ; go thou,who are 


travelling as a Pilgrim cowards the holy Land, 


and do likewiſe; There vill ſoon, Chriſtian, be 
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an end of our Race; but, of our Crown there 
will be no end... oo, 1s 

Jr's but a whale,& he that ſhall come,will come, 
and will not tarry ; and what,Can you not watch 
with Chriſt one hour? Yet a littie whale, and 
your confli& will be over, your courte finiſhed, 
and your labour at an end,and will you not hold 
out alittle longer, that at lengech you may lay 
hold of a crown of Life? | 

Oh, be nor, I beieech you, weary of well-do- 
ing, but ftrive to be faithful unto Death : your 
time being bue ſhort, it cannot therefore,be long, 
till, having finiſhed your courſe, Chriſt (hall ſec 
upon your heads a crown of Life. 

Though poflibly, you may meet with a croſs in 
the way, and that exceeding ſharp, yet, comfort 
your ſelves with this, *twill be bur ſhort; a lictle 
draught of thefe waters of Marah, and the ſugar 
of eternal Conſolationis ready ; a little ftorm, 
and, - being thereby wafted over into the holy 
Land, an eternal calm follows ; a few 'fighs, and 
groans, and tears, -and then we take pofleſſion of 
Everlafting Manhons of Glory, where ſorrow 
ſhall be no more, but all tears ſhall be wiped 
from our eyes. 

8. Confider, Feſas Chriſt perſevered for #s, and 
therefore we ought to be faithful to him. He was 
not only the beginner, but alſo the finiſher of our 
Salvation, Heb. 12, 2. He came from Heaven to 
Earti, from Earth to the Crols, from the Croſs 
to the Grave, and never geve over, till he had 
wrought our Redemption. What then,Can we do 
do lels, than, by way of gratitude, keep faith 
with him cill death, who thus hymbled himſelf 
to death for our ſakes ? 9, Con- - 
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'9. Conſider, The former part of our life, gives 
way to the /atter, and if our good beginnings be not 
cloſed with a good end, they will profit us nothing. 
T hou haſt poſlibly pray ed, and wept,-and given 
alms, and heard the Word, beth in ſeaſon, and 
our of ſeaſon: but, all th1s avails chee noching, 
it thou perſevere nottill Death, in the conftanc 
pradile, of chele and the like Duties of Chriſtia- 
nity, Ezek. 18. 44, | 

The moſt holy and Angelicali courſe of life, 
finds noacceptance with God, but is all forgot- 
ten, when we leave it off, not ſtriving to hold on 
therein, ti!l the hour of Death, Iir*s perſeverance 
in the wayes of Holine(s,that gives us the Crownz 
and patient continuance in well-doing, to which the 
Promit:e of Eternal Lite is made, Rom. 2. 7: 

He chat runs half tne Race, and then faints, 
or turns back, loieth the Garland : ſo, if having 
put your hand to God's plough, you look back; 
if, having begun in the Spirit, you end m- tae 
fleſh, all your praying, and rerenring, and ſuffer= 
ing, though to Martyrdom it (elf, is forever loft. 

{o prevent,then,ſo bad a miſcarriage,be ſted- 
faſt in the work of the Lord; Oh, look to your 
ſelves, that youloſe nor thole things which you 
have wrought, but that, being faithful co Death, 
you may receive at length a crown of Life ! 

10. Conlider, To begin in a way of obedience 
unto God. and afterward to fall off from God, not 
ftrivi-g to be faithful unto Death, will not only prove 
ineffec ual, for the attaining of mercy, but alſo moſt 
biobly aggravate your eternd! Miſery Thoſe amongft 


us, that have been higheſt in Profeſſion, if afters- - 


ward they fall away, are _m_ to be deepeſt in 
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condemnaticn, Mat. 11.23. There are none 
againſt whom the jealouſie ofthe Lord doth more. 
ſmoak. than againſt thoſe, who, having ſometime 


ſeemed to be for him, do afterward life up the 


heel againſt him. 

God hath mercy for Infirmity, but none for 
Treachery: the more you pretended ſor God, 
the greater is the wrath he intends againſt you 
your temporary obedience, 1s that which will ex- 
poſe you to the greateſt extremity of endleſs 
Miſery, if not perievered 1n. | 

11. Confider, How reaſonable the Duty is, and 
let that conjirain you to make conſcience of it. God 
is faithful tons, and ſhould we not ſtrive to be fo 
tohim ? The Lord himſelf, from whom we ex- 
ped our reward, and the reward ic ſelf which we 
look for ac his hands, are both eternal, and ſhal 
neverend ; and ſhall we then apoſtatize,and think 
much to endure to theend ? Shall not a crow 
of Life be ſifficiencly cogent to make us faichful 
unto Death ? What is there more equal, in all 
the world, than thatthey, who icok to be faved 
intheend, ſhould continue to the end 2 What 
- more reaſonable, than that they ſhould endea- 
vour to be faithful unro Death, who do afterward 
look for a crown of Life ? 


12. And laſtly, Conſider the excellency of this © 


. crown of Life, and let that make you faithful unto 
Death. Not all the gold of Ophir, not all the 
Crowns in the world, are worthy to be compa- 
red with this Royal Diadem. 

Other Crowns, though they be made of pure 
Gold, yet they are lined with cares and fears; 

but, this Crown 1s made without crofles, it's ne 
rner 
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ther lined with care of £0 nor with fear - 
of loſing; | 5 Og | 

Other Crowns, are oftentimes, the mark for 
envy and ambition to ſhoot at : but, this Crown 
is free from envy; one Saint ſhall not emulate 
atiother; for all are crowned. 

Ocuer Crowns arecorruptible, and death is a 
worn that feeds in them -: but, this Crown is ime 
marcelſcible, it cannoc be made to wither, it ne- 
ver fadesaway, 1 Pet.5. 4. 

Oa then, Let chis conſideration be cogent 
with you; Is it nothing, that God ſets before 
you a crown of Life; 1s ict nothing, that this 
Crown is without a croſs, that this Crown 1s a- 
bove envy, and that this Crown is 1mmarceſci- 
ble, that can never fade away, but endures for 
ever ? 

Oh, me thinks, confidering the glory , the 
worth, and the dignity of this crown of Life, 
you ſhould hold faſt the profeſſicn of your Faith, 
be ſtedfaſt in the work of the Lord, and endea- 
vour to keep your integrity, reſolving to be 
faithful nnto Death, whatever ic coſt you! 

If men be fo ambitious for an earthly, how 
much more ſhould you be deſirous of an heaven» 
ly Crown ? If they, to gain a corruptible Crown, 
will violate their faith, and run themſelves upon 
the greateſt hazards, how much more ſhould you 
ſtrive to keep your Faith, for a Crown that is in» 
corruptible, that gives life co him thac hath it, 
that keeps him to Eternal Life who weareth it, 
that brings with ita Kingdom incorruptible, un» 
defiled, and that faderh not away, reſerved for us 


1n Heaven, 1 Pet. I. 4+ 
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t. ' Labour for ſincerity, aud be ſure that youget 


a principle of Life within. Perſeverance in grace, - 


re{uppoſes the triith-of grate; and that-a man 
miy be faithful unto Death, it's neceſſary that he 
have within him a principle of Life. T 
Why, then, poor fooliſh ſinner, art thou plea- 
fing thy felf with out-lide performances, when 
yet thou art dead in treſpaſſes and fins? Can men 
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thiftles? Or, is 
It poſlibletor thee to be faithful till Death, when 
yet thou art utterly devoid of the life of Grace ? 
| Deceive not thy own ſoul, there muſt bean in- 
ward and ſaving change wrought npon thee, thou 
muſk firſt be raiied from the death of fin, to the 
life of Grace, and get arenewed nature, wouldſt 
thou ever be faithful unto Death, yea, woutdft 
thou ever eſcape everlaſting Death, Fohn 3. 3. 


© Catlica ſunt quecunque furata. Nothing; faith 


the Adage, that is counterfeit, will laſt long. And 
therefore, many ſhall fall away in times of dan- 
ger, that before made a glorious Profeſſion, be- 
cauſe not inwardly ſan&ified and renewed by the 
Holy Ghoſt ; they had only a name to live, but 
fill they are dead in creſpafſes and fins, Rev. 3. 
This is that then, for which, above all other 
thing, I muſt call upen you 3 and, fo long as I 
have' any Minifterial breath to ſpend amongſt 
yau, intrear, beſeech, and perſwade you, thar 
you ftrive ro be regenerated, and become new 
creatures, that there be the truth and life of 
Grace within you, and that you never give reſt 
0 your ſelves, till you be raiſed from the death 
of 1in, to the hife Grace, © | | 
If you be not renewed men, : you are undone 
; | men z 


| (_-20T-:) 
men; if you live not the life of Grace, inſtead 
of being faithful to Death, you are like to die the 
ſecond Death; if, in a word, you be not thus 
ſavingly changed, and born again, you can never 
ſee the Kingdom of God, bur mult eternally be 
damned / k 

2. Give diligence, to get your hearts affeied with 
godly ſorrow, and labour to be throughly humbled for 
all your fins. fe that would build high, muſt lay 
this Foundation low : ſo, if ever you would hold 
out unto Death, and build as high as Heaven, you 
muſt be brought, by Repentance, as low as Hell. 
The feed, that had not depth of earth, withered 
and came to nothing: 'The reaſon why many 
are not faithful co Death, bur fall away in time 
of temptation, is, becauſe they were not deeply 
humbled for ſin, they never felt the bitterneſs of 
it, and that is the reaſon, that they fear no more 
to'commitit, Mat. 13.5, 6. | | 

The Phyſician, by opening a vein, prevents 
death : by the opening a vein of godly ſorrow 
for fin, you will be made faithful to the Death, 
and that will prevent everlaſting Death, Be not 
chen, like the ftony ground, that wanted mo1- 
fture ; but,you that have been finners in $zon,Oh, 
ſee now, that you be mourners 1n $707 ! 

We have many amongſt ns, that cry out of hard 
times ; Ol, but how few are ſenſible of hard 
hearts, of hearts that cannot repent and mourn 
for fin ? . 

Oh, but conſider, if God's bottle be not filled 
with thy tears, his Vials will be filled with wrath 
againſt thee, and then it will be too Jace to 
weep ! 
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( 262) +» | 
Is it not better then to have our hell here, than 


hereafter; is it not*better to ſhefd repenting. 
cears, that will end in joy, than deſpairing tears 


of which there ſhall be no end? 
3. Be ſure that yon engage in Religion, upon no fi= 
nifter accounts. He that intends any more than 


Gods glory, and the obtaining of eternal Life 
by his Religion, will never be faithful unto 


Death. | 
And this you ſhall find, was Judas his caſe; 


his end was not pure, his eye was not {ingle, and 
Febu, be- | 


therefore his apoſtacie was inevitable. 
otns with zeal, as hot as fire, yet his lacter end 
was like that of feroboam, and all this, becauſe 
his ends were not pure. This then is the ſum, 


- and life of all, Be ſure to look to your ends, and 


confider why its that you ſeem religious ! Is it, 


to be reputed of, is it to have the praiſe of mien, 
is it to accompliſh ſome worldly defigne ? Duſt 


thou art, and toduft thou wile return; the Wolf 
will at length prove a wolf, for all hisſheep-cloath- 
ings; yea, the time 15at hand, when with 7udas 


thou wilt denie the Lord chat bought thee, and 


ſell him for the ſmalleſt advantage. For, un- 
doubtedly, when men take np an holy profeſſj- 
on, but not upon right ends, they will never 
endure to the end; thoſe chat thus begin in Hy- 
pocrifie, muſt needs end in Apoſtacie ! 

4. See that thou firft fit down, and count the coſt. 
Forecaſtthe worſt that may be, and then prepare 
for it. Tbe want of this, is that which makes ſo 
many fall away, when they ſeea ftorm ariſe,and 
oppofition begin to be made, they were never 
minded to goany further, than might ſtand _ 
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their, own fafetie, There is nothing -that can. 


bertie, and meet with impriſonment ; when they 
look for honour, and meet with reproach; when, 
in a word, they look for life, and meet with 
death, in Heavens way, no wonder though they 
curn aſide ! | | 
But now, had they made a reckoning of ſuch 
things, they would not have counted it ſtrange, 


[chat they met with them, but would ſtill have. 


held on their courſe for all that. | 
Do not then promiſe your ſelves halcion-daies, 


Libertie, your Eſtate, your Reputation, yea, 
and Life it ſelf, to be faithful unto death. And 
can you be willing to ſuffer the loſs of all theſe; 
do you count them but dung, that you may win 
Clrilfggoſe Libertie, loſe friends, loſe Life ; can 
you ontent with all this, fo you may finiſh 
your courſe with joy, give glory to God, and 
ſave your ſouls? 


ſtery of faith, can no otherwiſe be held, chan in 
a pure conſcience ; of which, 1f you once make 
Ship-wrack, you can never be faithful unto the 
Death, 1 777. 1. 19. 

IEtae--vtrginity of. conſcience be once viola- 


aſide at every danger. If a Ship be ſound «nd 
EEE | | wel 


more diſcourage a man jn his courſe, than diſ- 
appointment 5 When men' look for eaſe, and, 
meet with trouble ; when they look for riches,. 
jand meet with povertie; when they look for li- 


would you ever be faithful unto death, in your 
chriſtian courſe ; but fit down, I beſeech, and 
count. the coſt, It may poſſiblie coft you your 


5. Be careful to keep a good conſcience. The my- 


ted, a man can hardly ftand, but be ready to turn 


' 
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well rigged, it will fail upon the water, bur if 
it be full of holes, and leaks, tt wil: tink in the 
water : If conſcience have a breach made in it,a 
man will never be able to fail in the waters of 
affliction. 

An houſe wilt not ftand in a ſtorm, the pillars 
of it beings broken: If a mans conſcience be de- 
filed, he will never ſtand ina ſtormof Triou- 

lation. | 

O1\ then, be ſure that you get and keep a good 
conſcience; whoever yon offend, offend not a 
well informed conſcience; what wrongs ſoever 
you (uftain, be ſure that you wrong not con(ci- 
ence. Keep conſcience, and it will keep you; 
2 good conicience is a wall of Braſs; this will 
abide the fiery Tryal; this will make torments- | 
inzflames, abed of Roſes ; thi;, with the Levia- 
than, will make a man laugh at the ſhaking of 
the (pear of every danger. | 

Whereas, when men once regard not the du- 
ties of a well-informed conſcience, buc violate 
that, What an heart-quake doth every ftorm of 
perſecution raiſe in them, and how W's they 
then fall from their own ſtedfaſtnels > 

A g2od conſcience, 1s a-Chriſtians Fegtivel, 
his Muſick, his Paradiſe; (ſpoil him of that, and 
you ſpoil him of all; Tis is as Oyl co.che 
Chariort-wheels of his ſou], without wich they 
will move no longer in a way of obedience to 
Gods commandments. | 

So long as a Chriſtian keeps his con'c ence in- | 
violate, he ſtands inpregnadble againſt all aſſaults: }_ 
But, if oncehe let that be baffled, conſults not 


the purity of it, but walks contrary to the |. 
dictates | 
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dicates thereof, the leaſt temptation is enongh 
to remove his Ration: and of a glorious Profel>, * 
ſour, to transform him into a damned Apoſtace. 

Judge then, how neerly it concerns you to 
hearken co the difacres of a well-informed con- 
ſcience, and above all things, to conſult the pu- 
riey thereof ! 

If you keep not conſcience inviolate, endea- 
vourmyg to donothing againſt it all your life, you 
can never be faithfil into death, 

' 6. Let not the world have toogreat 4 firoak, upon 
you, but labour to have weaned affections, to all crea». 
thre-enjoyments. They that will be faithful un- 
to death, muſt endeavour to be ſtrangers to the 
world all their 'life ; And they that, won[d ſtill; 
keep eloſe to God their Creatour, mult be ſureto 
fit looſe co every creature, 

- God allows us, indeed, the aſe of the world, 
bae he never ajtowed its the love of the world : it 
being a thing impoſlible, that ſach as inordinate- 
ly Tove- the "world all their life, ſhould ever be 


faithful unto dearh,:t Fohy 2, 15. : 


A man that merdinatehe loves the world, "will 


ſoon be out of love. with the wazes of Chriſt 


Nor will'any man ever be faichful to Chriſt tilt 

death, if firſt he be not _ LO all creatures 

enjoyments. | 

 Okkthen, let rheworld be : as 2; als Geieas, 

that you may throw off at your own pleaſure ! 
Look over all the Apoſtates, recorded in Gods 

holy Word, and you fhall hind them ſplitting 


{ themſelves upon this Rock. The temporary Be- 


lever fallsoff, becauſe of the cares of this pre- 


{ ſent world, and the delight that he. took therein, 
Luke 8.7. Thys 
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. © This alſo madethe young man inthe Goſpel, 
"earn his back upon Chriſt, and go away from 
him, though ſorrowful, becauſT he had great 'pof- 
ſeffions, and an heart inordinately ſet upon them. 
And why was it that Dems, that ſomerime-glo- 
rious Profeſſonr, yea and Preacher of the Go- 
ſpel, did fo ſadly apoſtatize, but becauſe he em- 
braced this preſent world, preferring the Meat that 


perifheth, before the Meat that - ſhall endure to 


eternal Life ? 2 Tim. 4. 10. 
Ler then the temporary Believer, let the young 


Man in the Goſpel, let Dems and fuds, be'as. 


ſo many Pillars of Salttoſeafon you, that. through 
your inordinate love to this preſent world.you fall 
not at length from your own ftedfaſtneſs, making 
ſhipwrack of Faith, anda good Conſcience! 
Whar ever thy profeſſion is, whatever thy -pet- 
formances have been, how many, how great fo- 
ever, yet if thou arc ſeeking great things for 
thy ſelf, if thou love the world, and ſtand in 
ordinately affefted to theſe creature-enjoy- 
ments, never truft thy ſelf; but know that th- 
time may come; when for a meſs of pottagee 
chou wilt ſell thy birth-right, yea, and betray, 
for a morſe| of bread, the Lord that bought 
thee ! | Ky 
7. Give diligence, that you may experimentaly 
know the goodrieſs of Chriſt, and his wayes. If 
once you have taſted that the Lord is gracious 


you cantiot but, as new born Babes, defire the fin- | 
cere milk of his word, that you may grow thereby, | 


1-FCet. 3. 2, 3. 
The grand reaſon, why we ſee ſo many falling 
daily from what they once ſeemed to be, is, he 
caine 


| 
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cauſe they never had any experimental acquain=- 
tance, with God, and the ſweetneſs of his 
Wayes. | | 

Labour then to experience the Goodneſs of 


_God and his wayes, would you never Apoftatize 


from them, but be faithful to death. 

Let a man once taſte the ſweetneſs of Chriſt 
.and his Merits, and he can never be a Papiſt in 
point of Merit, but will dereft his own Works a 
droſs and dung in compariſon, Phil.z3 *' —_ 
. . Let a man once get experience of God's Fa- 


vour and Love through Chriſt, ic wall be ſironger 


than death, no water can quench it, Cant.$.7. 
. Let a man, in 2 word, once get Experience, / 
how bleſſed a thing ir is to walk in Communion - 


with God, and of that ſweet Peace, Tranquillity, 
and Souk-raviſhing Joy that attends a life of Ho- 


lines; and this man will undoubtedly be faith- 


ful unto:death: Let Temptations from within, 
let che World and Satan from without, ſay whar 
they can; yet heſtands immoveable, they do buc 
contradi& his Experience, and therefore he be- 
lieves them not, but reſolves to be faithful, as ha- 
ving taſted himſelf that the Lord is gracious, and 
that one day's Communion with Him, i better than 
& thouſand elſewhere, Pla].84.10. ies 
- 8. Be ſure that you get your hearts efiabliſhed with 
Grace. And, if a man's heart be not feaſoned 
with Grace, like a Ship without Balaſt, he is rea- 
dy to be overturned with every Storm: Bur 
now, Grace hath an heart-eſtabliſhing power; 
what the Anchor is tothe Ship, what the Foun» 
dation is to the Houſe, that is Grace to the Soul 3 


enabling the man that hath is co be faithful cill 


death, 


7 ; 
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death, all dificuſtiesand diſcouragements to the 
cuntrary, notwithſtanding. 

A Chriftian, whoſe Heart 1s not ſtabliſhed with 
bag ym he is not a fixed, but a falling Scar; he is, 

s fames calls him , Hilo. NMbvx@,. A doubles 
ark mer man; to day of one mind, t6 marrow of 
another ; acting pro, and' con, as chough he had 
two Souls, J4M.1.18.. 

Such a;man 15 not, i&. quercu, fed ex ſalice 
faliu; not made of Oak:that ftands inflexible, 
buc of Willow that will bend EVEry Way @S DC= 
caſton requires. - oTh 

To be 1ure, thoſe . men ek hearts are nog 
frabliſhed with grace, :wall be as the. Times are, 
changing themſelves, like the Canelion, into the 
likeneſs of every approaching objeg. .To day 
yo may: perlwade them-9 engage.'i.a good 
Caiiſe,, and to morrow: you may, bring them-co 
deſert. it:z they ; will -be' for that Religion, not 
which hath the Word to guide it, but clig; Sword 
eo back it ; +chooſing not what is beſt, but what is 
ſafeſt for them. 

Oh,but ger your hearts eſtabliſhed with grace; 
ind this will fo conſolidate and fix them, that 

u will-ftand like Mount Sion, that cannot be mos 
ved, but abideth for ever, Plal, 125: 1. Grace Cate 
ries the heart to God as.the center, and there it 
reſts, P(al.116. 

An heart eftabliſhed with orace, cleaves falt to 
God ;: ſo that let come what will, Profperity or 
Adverlity, Lite or Death, the man is ſettled asa 
Ship at Anchor ; he is ſtedtaſt, unmoveable, al- 
wayes abounding in che work of the Lor d. \ 

G, Be ſerious in every Ditty, taking heed of For- 
mality. 
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mality. When men accuſtome themſelves to holy 
Exerciſes, but neyer attend to the ferious Per- 
formance of chem, they do commonly miſcarry ; 
their Formality in the Duties of Goa's Worthip 
at laſt ending in Apoſtaſie from God himſelf, 

He that dare allow himſelf in the careleſs per- 
formance of any Duty, will notſtick ar length co 
allow himſelf in the total omiſſion of every Duty 
Whenever, therfore, you go about any holy Du-. 
ty, doit with all your might; be. ſerious in the 
work of the Lord,and, in all your Religious Ex- 
erciſes, take heed of Formality. 

It will beſmall comfort at God's Bar, that you 
have Prayed, and Read, and heard his Word, if 
in all theſe you have not been ſerious, but given 
way to Formality. PE I = 

This ( my Brethren ) is but to go to Hell in 
the way of Duty 3 he thatis not ſericus, but out- 
fided and formal in Duty all his life, will never be 
faithful therein till death, - 

. Conlider then, in every Duty, kow ſerious 

you ought to be 3 and remember that when ever 
you Pray, when ever you hear the Word, when. 
ever you receive the Sacrament, every one of 
theſe Duties brings yon a ſtep nearer to Heaven, 
orto Hell; they will all have an influence upon 
your Eternal condition, making you, if not fit 
for everlaſting Happineſs, yet tit for @ far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of Miſery ! 

In every Duty you are doing that which, to 
be ſure, if not well done, will undo you for 
ever ! | 

| 10. Labour to have the fear of God continually 
before your eyes. Qui operatur ut accedamus, ident 

s operatur 
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operatur ne diſcedamus. Auguit. de bono Perſevergnt. 
© God ( ſaith Aufiin ) that hath wrought on us, 
© co bring us home to him, muſt alſo work in us, 
© chat we revolt not again from him 3 which he | 
" E£ doth, by putting his fear into our hearts, 
© Fer. 32. 40. | | | 
The fear of God, if it be freſh in ns, will 
make us keep home with him ; be careful of ufing 
all means of retaining his Favour, and at all 
times to ſhun whatſoever may either offend Him, 
or ſavour of diiloyalty and unfaithfulneſs to 
Him. | 
By the Fear of the Lord, men depart not from 
that which is good, but from that which s evil : 
| This puts an holy awe upon the Soul, and fo 
keeps a man from all finful excurſions, whereby 
he mighr forfeit his faithfulneſs, Prov.16.6, | 
In the Fear of Man, indeed, there is a ſnare; 
This made Peter deny Chriſt ; Abraham equi- 
vocate; David feign himſelf mad; and many it 
| Puts upon the like indire& courſes 3 making 
them rather ſtudy compliance, than Conſcience: 
Bur the Fear of God, when a man fears to dif- 
pleaſe him, is afraid leſt he ſhould not hold out, 
erembles to commit the leaſt ha ;; ſaying, when- 
ever he 15 tempred thereto, How can I do this 
great wickedneſs, and fin againſt God ! This, 
now, 1s a Fear that preſerves from falling, and is 
the beſt means to keep a man from that Soul- 
damning fin of Apoſtaſie ! Get then the Fear of 
God into your hearts, and labour to have it at 
all times before your eyes; would you never de- 
part from him, but till death be faithful co him. 
O!, let the counſel of our blefled Lord be ac- 
| | | ceptable 
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ceptablelo you, and fear not thoſe that can only 

kill the body, but be afraid to offend Him who can 
caſt both body and ſoul into Hell, Luk.12.4. 

' II, Give diligence to poſſeſs your Souls, as with 


\ the Fear of God, ſo likewiſe with Faith and Afance 


in Him. An Unbeliever 1s like Kenben, unſtable as 
water, he ſhall not excel]; but a true Believer 1s 
like Foſeph, whoſe Bow, though the Archers ſorely 
grieved him, abode in ſtrength ; and whoſe bands 
were made ſirong by the Mighty God of Jacob , 


Gen. 49.4. & 23, 34. | 


The true Believer is the wiſe man that builds 


on the Rock, and therefore what ſtorms ſoever 


may ariſe, yet his houſe ſtands; by Faith he 


lives, and that makes him Faithful cill. he 


dies. | 
True Faith is a viorious Grace, and there- 


fore labour toget it; caſt a Believer into Priſon, 
his Faith will enlarge him; caſt him upon the 
' waters of Affiions, he can fullow Chrilt there, 


his Faith bears him up and will not let him fink : 
A Believer having, by Faith, caſt kis Anchor in 


' Heaven, can never beturnedaſide by any Storm, 


but continues ſtedfaft, unmoveable, and faichful 
to the very death. | 

12. Be ſure to get a ſelf-denying frame of ſpirit. 
Self-denial is the main Foundation of Godlineſs; 
and if this be not well laid, to belire the whole 


| building will have a terrible fall. 


| Self-abdidation, is the way to Self-preſerva- 


tion; the Self-denying Chriſtian is moſt likely 


to prove a perſevering Chriſtian. If either itbe 


+ Honour, or Eſtate, or Good- name, or Relations, 


yea, or Life ic ſelf, that we cannot deny for 
T 2 Chriſt, 


% 
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Chriſt, to be ſure we can never be faithful to 
Chriſt till death, Matth. 16.24. | 

How far are they then from a poſſibility of be= 
ing faithful to death, who cannot deny them- 
ſelves in theſe things; who, inſtead of cracify- 
ing che fleſh, pamper it ; who,inſtead of denying 
.- their liberty, give way to licentiouſneſs 3 who, 
inſtead - of foregoing their Eſtates, are ſeeking 
great things for themſelves; who, inſtead of ha- 
ting Father, and Mother, and Wife, and Bre= 
thren, and Siſters, together with all other Rela- 
tionsafter the fleſh, prefer them before Chriſt, 
beftowing that loveupon them which 1s only due 
to Him; who, in a word, inſtead of loſing their 
life for Chriſt, will rather hazard the loſing of 
Chrilt to keep it ? 

Is this C my Brethren) to deny your ſelves, 
thus to indulge, and ſave your ſelves? Hardit 
Is, | confels to deny Self; Oh, but it is harder to 
deny Chriſt, and that Chriſt ſhould deny you, 
commanding you to depart accurſed into ever- 
laſting fire, prepared for the Deril and Þis Angels1 
Matth,10.33. 

13. Strive, as for a Self-denying, ſo for @ patient, 
enduring frainte of heart. A Chuiſtian without pa- 
tience, 1s like a Souldier withour his harneſs; he 
will never endure the ſhock of temptations, 
whoſe Soul is not armed With patience; nor can 
he ever be perſeverant, who 1s not allo patient 
ET! well-doing. 
Patience 1s not only the ornament, bur alſo 


the conſervatory of other Graces; we cannot 


perform a Duty, nor mortifie a Luſt, nor bring 
forth any Fruic, without pattence. 


| 


Chriſtianus, ; 
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Chriſtianus, Crucianus ; 1f we will be Chriſtians 
indeed, we mult bear the Croſs; neicher doth the 
ſhadow more undividedly follow the body, than 
aftiictions rhe profeſſion of Chritt. 

So then, the necellity of ſuffering AfMiQions, 
inferrsa neceſſity of Patience. For, as he that is 
to ſtand under a heavie burden, muſt have ſtrong 
{houlders, orelſe he muſt needs fink : So, unleſs 
by Patience we bear ſuch burdens, as do inevi- 
tably follow an holy life, we cannot bur fink un- 
der them, and fall away. 

Oh then, give diligence to get a patient, El» 
during frame of Spirit, whereby you may run 
the Race God hath. ſet before you ; neither 
fainting for any difficulties, nor fitting down by 
the way, till at length, you be crowned with 
eternal life.! Heb. 12. 1. 

14. Take heed that you allow not of any fin, that 
you indulge not your ſelves in the pratiiſe of any. 
known imquity. As Sampſon was bound in vain 
ſo long as his hair was uncut : So, in vain doth 
he hope to be faithful till death, who mortifies 
not every luſt, but ſuffers ſome delicate'Agag to 
live, whom God would haveſflain. | 

Whit made Fudas, ſo perfidiouſly betray his 
Maſter, but only his immoderate deſire of world- 
ly gain? Was not this alſo that, which made 
Demas deſert Paul, and, of a gloricus profeſſour, 
become a dreadful apoſtate, even his inordinate 
love to this preſent world ? Did not Dalilah per- 
ſwade Sampſon,to diſcover where his ſtrength lay, 
though to his own ruin ? And Herodias, did not 
ſhe prevail with Herod to kill John Baptiſt, 
though he knew him to be a juſt man, and could 
| T-:3 not 
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not upon that account, bur reverence him 2? 
Oh, ic's a dreadful thing to be enſlaved ta. 


' any one fin, fora man to indulge himſelf inany. | 


known iniquity ! He can never be faithful ta, 
death, who ſuffers any one Juſt in his heart to live. 
unmortified. Would you therefore be faithful 
- unto death, would you fill hold faſt your inte- 
ority, then ſee that you keep your ſelves from 
your own iniquity | Pſal.18. 24. If there be any, 
Juſt that you deſire to be ſpared in, if any Dali. 
tah, that you would not deny, if any Herodias. 
that you would not be divorced from, if any. 
pleaſing or profitable way of finning, that you 
would not for-go; to be ſure, you will for-go 
your profeſſion, you will never be faithful cill 
death, but prove damned Apoftates in the end ! 

Oh then, conſider this: notwithſtanding your 


+ . Chriſtian-profeilion, andall your religious per» 


formances, how many and glorious ſoever, yet 
ſtill moſt dreadful and lamentable is your pre- 
ſent condition; you are breeding up. a Serpent, 
that at length will ſting you rc death ; that one 
fin will undoe you for ever; you allow your 
ſelves in it, and muſt therefore be eternally 
damned for it ! | 

And haſt thou, poor ſelf-deſtroying finner, 
any luſt that will countervail the Joſs of thy im- 
mortal ſoul, together with the damnation both 
of thy ſoul and bodie in Hell, co all Erernitie? 
Oh, how much better wereit that you ſhould 
ferifice the deareſt Juſt, than that by forfeiting 
your 1ntegritie out of love thereto, you ſhould 
ex”oie your ſelves to ſuch endleſs, inſupporta- 
ble, and remedilels torments ! 
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15. Be cordial in dll your obedience ; and what ever 
you do in away of worſhip, do it from the beart, as 
. tnto God. Where the heart 1s not firſt in obedi- 
ence, giving motion to all the powers of ſoul, - 
and members of body,. that man will never hold 
out to the laſt. 

When men are not as good inwardly in ſub- 
ſtance, as outwardly inrappearance, uſually they 
_ diſcover themſelves in the end; And becauſe 
they would not be what they ſeemed, they ſhall 
not at length, have ſo much as the ſemblance of 


4 that which they would not be. 


For though Chriſt hath promiſed to cover the 
fincere ſouls infirmities, he hath yet threatned ta 
_ diſcover the Hypocrites impieties, 

Oh, that therefore you would ſtrive to Le up-= 
right, giving diligence in every qdutie, to ap- 
prove your hearts unto God! For a man to be 
eſtranged in heart from God, whilſt in external 
performances, he draws nigh to him ; chis is but 
like the Philiftines ſetting up Dagon,before the Ark 
of God ; the Dagon of all thy duties, if nat cordi- 
al, and from thy heart, will have a terrible fall 
He that is not for God in his heart, will at 
length, in his life and praGtiſes, apoſtatize from 
him; To be ſure, he can never be faithful unto 
death ! | | - 

Let methen again befeech you, to be cordial 
in every dutie; You have an heart-ſearching 
God to deal with, yon have a dreadful Tribunal, 
and anall-ſeeing impartial Judge to ſtand before; 
And will you northen labour to do al} that you 
do from the heart, as unto God ? Oh, never 
think that thy External performances, ' without 

T 4 the 
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the inward concurrence of chy heart therewith, 
witli endure long; never think to fail in the leak- 
ng Ship of Hypocrifie, to the ſhore of Eternal 
feli 


city ; For this is only to goto Hell in a more _ | 


ſpecious, and devout way, than others ! 
16. Give diligence, that you may grow 1 


that doth not increate to more fruitfulne(s, will 
ſoon be on the lofing hand; and. he that thrives 
not-jn his Spiritual eſtate, we may ſadly in a 
while perceive to decline. 

Non progredi, eſt regredi. No ſooner doth a 
Chriſtian begin co ſtand ttill, but you may clear- 
ly diſcern him going backward: To be lure, the 
man, who takes nocare to make a proficiencie 1n 
holyneſs, will end atlength in Apolſtacy ! 

Think not then with thy ſelf, that having run 
thus long,thon maiſt now ſtand till a while * Or, 
_ that having gotten thus far, thou maiſt now fit 
down and breathe thee: Bur, fee that thon- ear- 
neſtly preſs forward towards the Mark, never 
ceafſingto grow in Grace, till Grace be. perfe&- 
ed into Glory. 


If, Chriftians, we be not growing, we arenn- 


doubtedlie decaying : and if we be not makingon 
jn proficiencie, we are going back amain to 
Apoſtacy, 

For, Inter profetium & defefium,nibil medium in- 
venitur. Between mending and pairing, there 
15 no mean. That we have will be gone, if we 
ſtrive not to vet more. | 

| Oathen, content not your ſelves with preſent 


attainments : but labour faithfullie to improve” 


your Talent all your life, if ever you deſire ” 
| C 


n Grace, : 
and be daily progreſſive in the ways of Holineſs. He 


| 


| 


| 


L 
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be faithful unto death ! That you may not fall 
from your own ſtedfaſtneſs, you muſt labour to 
be progreſſive inthe waies of holine(s, 2 Pet.3.17. 
17. Let your obedience be uniform, and of equat 
extent with all God's commands. He that only be- 
gins 1n the obſervation of ſome, will end in the 
violation of all Gods commandments : and to 
be (ure, where a mans reſpe& to the will of God, 
is at firſt but partial, his negle& of the obes 
dience thereto, will at length be toral.. True 
obedience is univerſal ; every one of Gods com- 
mands hath ſuch authority upon a Chriſtian, that 
he knows not how to diſpenſe with it; though 
he fail in every dutie, yet he dares not negleC& a- 

ny dutie, Pſal. 119. 6. | 
, Unſound hearts, as they are ſleight in their o« 
bedience, fo they are uſually partial 3 they will 
walk in ſome of Gods ſtatutes, but not inall ; in 
ſome duties, they will be zealous, but in others, 
remiſs; 7ehu was zealous againſt the idolatry of 
Abab, bur gives a toleration to the golden Calves; 
Many that have meerly a form of godlineſs, will 
ſeem zealous, but yet ſome qdutie they will dif- 


pence with, ſome fin they will indulge ; In this 


thing, the Lord pardon thy ſervant, 1s the language 
of every Hypocrite, who will undonbtedly at 
length prove a dreadful Apoſtate, 1 King.5.8. 

Oh then, that you may giveobedience of your 
integritie, and be faithful unto death, make con- 
ſcience of every dutie, whether commanded in 
che firſt, or the ſecond Table. 

Strive with David, to have reſpe& to 4/1 God 
eommandments; Let your eye be upon them al}, 
and be ſure that you perform every thing which 

You 


. (03 
you know to be a qdutie, if you would not at 
length be confounded,and fall away to nothing ! 
18. Becareful to keep your [elves unſpotted of the 
world, not conforming your ſelves to the many brutiſh, 
ebominable, and finkal 

indeed, a wonderful propenſity by nature in all 


men todo as the moſt do, to ſwim with the com- 


mon current, and to accommodate themſelves 
to the humour of the Times, be it what it will ; 
ſo that, like the Camelion, they can change their 
hue with every one that they converſe with : 
like the Po/ypws, that reſembles every ſtone to 
which 1t ſticks; they can put on the vizzard of 
the Times, how odious ſoever: Or, like 
Pictures curiouſly drawn, that ſeem to fix their 
eyes upon every one that comes into the room 3 


they can be Prophane, and appear Religious, as 


occaſion requires : . But Chriſtians, who dere to 
hold faſt their integrity, muſt not thus follow a 
muſtitude to do evil; it being impoſſible, that 
thoſe who are /ed away with the errour of the wic- 
ked, ſhould not fall at length from their own ſtedfaſt- 
neſs, 2 Per. 3. 17. 

Have therefore 70 fellowſhip with the unfruitful 
works of darkneſs, but rather reprove them : Be 
not ambitious of walking in the garb of the 
times; do not follow a multitude in that which 
is finful, but ſee that you keep your ſelves from 
the common errour, endeavouring to hold faſt 
your integrity in the worſt of times, like fiſhes, 
' that retain their freſhneſs in the falt Sea, In 
matters both of Faith and Praftiſe, we muſt 
walk by Rule, and not by Example; ſtriving 
ſtill to keep our ſelves pure, from the many 

| abomi- 


pratiiſes thereof. There 1s, 
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abominationsand polluticns that are in the world 
through luſt. 

 Argumentum peſimum eft Turba, Every man will 
eaſily acknowledg, that the Moſt are alwayes the 
wortt ; why then,ſhould we make them our Rule 
to walk by ? Oh, let me beſeech you, asa dying 
man, to be alwayes jealous of that for which the 
wicked contend, not allowing in your practiſe, 
of thole things, wherein the profane and ungod=- 
ly of the world take delight ? 

However, letthis be remembred, The multi- 
tude can make nothing good by their pratiſe, 
which in it ſelf is unlawful ; they may bring you 
into fin, but can neither excuſe you of it, nor ex- 
empt you from wrath. 

If therefore, you will fin with the moſt, you 
muſt periſh with the moſt; if you will do as the 


' world, as though that would bear you out, to be 


ſure, you willat length be condemned with the 
world.. For, the defirufiion of the tranſgreſlors ſhall 
be together, andthey that thus forſake the Lord, ſhall 
at length be conſumed, Ila. 1. 28. 

19. Benot confident of your own power, but ſee 
that you (et out in the firexgth of Chriſt. 1f He be 
nat as well the Finiſher, as the Author, of our 
Filth, we can never be faithful untc Death. Je- 
ſus Chriſt is a Chriftian's City of Refuge , to 
which he muſt flie, when purſued with any aven= 
ger of blood ; Chriſt is a Chriſtian's Ark,where- 
in he muſt hide himſelf, that he may not be car- 
ried away with the common Deiage ; Chriſt, in 
a word, is the Cabinet, wherein God's jewels 
arekept; ſo thar, if ever we dehire to ſtand, we 
muſt get out of our felves, and take SanAuary in 
: Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, with whom alone there is ſafety, . 

If the Tree had no rooting 1n the earth, ic 
would beasapt to fallasany leaf that it bears ; 
if the Ship have no ballaſt, it's eafily over- 
turned with every wind ; if the Houſe have no 
foundation, it cannot ftand long : ſo, if you be 
not ſoundly rooted and built upon Chriſt, as your 


Foundation, if by faith you receive not ſt. ength - j 


from him, every wind will over-curn you, every 
cemptation will prove too hard tor\you, and the 


building of your Chriſtian Profeſſion, how Rates + 


Iy and glorious ſoever, will at lengch have a ter- 
rible fall. | | 
- See then, I beſeech you, where your ſtrength 
lies; Even a reed that 1s apt to be ſhaken with e- 
very wind, yet, if tyed toa Rock it ſtands im- 
moveable : fo, if chy ſoul be united by faith to 
Chriſt, and thou dajly goeft out, like that poor 
woman, to touch Chriſt, that thou maiſt feel vir- 
tune coming from him, to heal all chy weakne(- 
ſes, why then,thou canft never fall, but wilt ſtand 
immoveable. 
Lec Satan dig his Mines, lay his train of Gun- 


powder, ſhoot his balls of Wilde-fire againſt thee, 


yet, if thou be built upon this Rock of Agesg if 
Chriſt pitch his Tent about thee, thy heart, ike 
a Garriſon, will remain impregnable. 
Oh then, make Chriſt all in your abilities, let 
him be your City of Refuge to flie to, let him 
be your Ark to hide you in; let him be 
your Foundation to build upon. A man is, ſafe 
npon a Rock : When the Soul, denying it's own 
ftrength, goes out of it ſelf, and centers upon the 
Rock Chriſt, now it is firmly ſetle] upon its _ 
| : 153 
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ſis; let the rain deſcend, let the floods come, let 


| che Winds blow and beat upon him, yet he falls 


not, as being founded upon a Rock, Mat.7. 25. 

' That then, which above all things I would 
commend to you, as moſt like to make you faich= 
ful cill Death, is this, That you both begin, hold 
on, and finiſh, in the ſtrength of our bleffed 


- Lord. 


- Without him, you can do nothing; but through 
him, frengthening you with all might, in your in- 
ward man, you thall be able to do all things, 
Phil. 4. 13. bk 

The glory of all our vi&ories belongs to - 
Chrilt ; he keeps the Fort-royal of grace, that it 
be not blown up;he gives us,not only our Crown, 
but our Shield too; he not only gives us our 
Reward,when we overcome, but alloourStrength, 
whereby we overcome, Rev. 12. 11+ 

Be ſtrong, therefore, in the Lord, and in the 
power of his Might ; if ever you would be faich- 
ful co Chriſt, till Death, 1t muſt be, by receiving 
continual ſupplies of ſtrength from . Chriſt all 
your life. | | 

Sampſon's ſtrength was in his Locks; a Belie- 
vers ſtrength lies wholly 1n Chriſt; if then, you 
would not deny Chriſt, deny your own ſtrength. 
He that truſts to himſelf, (hall be left to himlelf; 
he, who preſumes to go out in his own ſtrength, 
will at length come off to his own ſhame! 

20. And laſtly; See that you have continually 
an eye, tothe recompence of Reward, often mMedita= 
ting upon the glory and perpetuity of that Crown, 
which abides.in another life, all thoſe that arefaith= 
ful here till Death. For, though we may not be 

Mgrs 


(282) 
mercenaries, ſerving God onely for Hire-ſakes 
yet, we may lawfully be animated tochearfulneſs 
and conftancy in our obedience, from the cer- 
tainty and fulne(s of Reward chat abides it, ſeek- 
ing for glory; honout, immortality. and Eternal Life, 
by patient continuance in well doing, Rom. 2. 7. 
| Let every man amongſt you, then, (ſeriouſly 
think with himſelf, Thereisa crown of Life feis- 
fable, and I am capable of obtaining it, if I lay 
not blocks in the way, and forſake not my own 
Happineſs. Though within I ſee nothing bur Fr 


though without 1 ſeenothing but dangers ger, 
there isa Kingdom that cannot be moved, there 
is an immarcelcible never-fading crown of Life 
£0 be had, if I will but be faithful unto Death ! 

How then, ſhould this ſteel us with courage,and 
make us ſtedfaſt in the work of the Lord ; and 
who would not offer. violence to himſelf by mor- 


rification, and to Heaven by earneſt ſupplication, | 


-Chat at laſt he mayarrive at this ſtate of Happi- 
neſs ? 

Oh, forfeit not, then,this Crown,this Heaven- 
ly Kingdom, this eternal weight of Glory, by 
falling from your own ſtedfaſtneſs : but, be faith- 
Fnl, I beſeech you, to Chriſt ; holding faſt, and 
not leaving, your integrity till Death, that here- 
after you may be crowned by Chriſt, with Ecer- 
nal Life ! 


FINIS. 


SER MON 


SR a. 


bl WS WS9- 


WY _ 


2 i 4 CORRS TIO” "tt 7 


(283) 


$9$90$6000302 006 


SERMON VII. 


; Phil. 4. 9. 
Thoſe things which ye have both 


learned, and received,and heard,and 


ſeen in me, do : and the God of 


Peace ſhall be with you. 


/ 


He Amanuenſis, or Pen-man of this Epi=- 
ſtile, was Pau! the Apoſtle, who being 
Priſoner at Rome, takes occaſion, from 
the benevolence of the Philippians, ſent 


- unto him by Epaphroditus for the ſupply of his 


wants, there to confirm them, by this Epiſtle, in 
the Faith, notwithſtanding his bonds; to encou- 
rage them in godlineſs, and walking worthy of 
the Goſpel, but eſpecially in ſtedfaſtneſs, unicy, 
and lowlineſs of mind; to warn them againſt 
certain perVerſe Zealots of the Law, who mingled 
Works with Faith,in point of Juſtitication; and, 
in a word, to quicken them to the praftſe of all 
Chriftian Daties. | 

My Text falls under the laſt of theſe Heads, 
wherein our bleſſed Apoſtle being about to Epz- 

| | logize, 
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logize, and drawing towardsa concluſion, endea- 
voursto Epiromize his whole Epiſtle, and to give 
them, in a few words, the ſum of all his Apoſto- 
lick Advice; which was, That they ſhould live up 
- eo their knowledge, practiſing, with all faichfu]- 
nels, the things they had both learned, and heard, 
and received from the Lord, by him. 


Thoſe things, faith he, which ye have both lear- 
ned, and received, and heard, and ſeen in me, do: 
andthe God of peace ſhall be -with you. 


In which words, you may obſerve theſe tw 
things : | FORT 

i. A Precept, holding forth the duty and em- 
ployment of a Chriſtian; Thoſe things which ye 
have both learned, and received, and heard, and [een 
in me, do. | \ 
 2.A Promiſe, holding forth the priviledge and 
encouragement of a Chriſtian; And the God of 
*peace ſhall be with you. | 

Firſt, For the Precept ; It holds forth the duty 
and employment of a Chriſtian, and thar is, to 


liveup to his knowledge, to tranſcribe the Law | 


of God into his life, and to praftiſe with all dik- 
gence, whatever he hath learned, and heard, 
and received from the Lord, whether by Precept 
or Example. | | 
Secondly, For the Promiſe ; It holds forth the 
priviledge and encouragement of a Chriſtian, 
and tat 15, that doing what he knows, and exs 
ercifing himſelfin the practice of what he hath 
both heard,and learned, and received from the Lord, 
he is ſure to have God's preſence with him, not 


only | 


ML. 
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only-in regard of his Eſſence, for fo he isevery 
where, and with every man preſent, neither can 
he be otherwiſe; but alſo in regard of his Grace 
and Favour. 

Dot. ny that walk in obedience with God, he 
will alwayes be graciouſly preſent with them. The 
God of Peace will vouchlafe his gracious Pre- 
ſence to all thoſe, who, having heard, received, 
and learned, whether by Precepror Example, the 
Truth as it is in Jeſus, are careful to do accor- 
dingly. : 

'Such as yield obedience to God's holy Will, 
endeavouring to practiſe what they have heard; 
and co live up to che Truths they have learned, 
ſhall never be forſaken, but God will alwayes at- 
ford them his gracious Preſence. 

If any man practiſe what he knows(pro\ided 
that he know the Truth, as it is in Jeſus) if any 
man walk in obedience with God, endeavouring 
co expreſs what he hath heard, and learned, and 
received from Him, by the Holineſs of his Life: 
and Coverſation ; the Lord will be graciouſly 
preſent with that man, asa Pilot to guide him; 
as a Rock to ſuſtain him, and as a Fountain of li- 
ving water, to miniſter all faineſsto him, 

In the proſecution of this DoFrine, having 
ſhewed you, how the Lord will be preſent with 
them that walk in obedience with him, I ſball 
give you che Reaſons, Evincing it, and ſo come to 
the prafiical Improvement of the whole, by way of 
Uſe and Application. | | 

Fuſt, Therefore, by way of Explication; The 
Lord will be graciouſly preſent with choſe thae 
walk in.obedience with him, _ cight wayes... 


1, By 


| C6) | 
I. By way of gracious Acceptation; Never did 
man yet findy, to approze himſelf to God in a way 
dutiful Obedience, but the Lord alſo was preſent 
with him, in a way of gracious Acceptance. A 
wicked man, not ftudying Obedience to God, 
finds no Acceptance with him, in ought that he 
doth ; the fighs of a wicked man, are unſavory, 
his ſolemn ſacrifice is as dung, and his prayers 
are abominable; God will not come neer him, 
for his breath is infe&ious. Burt for thoſe, that 


live up to their knowledg , God highly favours 


chem, and takes all that they do in good part. 

Not a good word falls from their lips, but is 
recorded, Mal. 3. 16. Not a tear drops from their 
eyes, but *cis taken up, and bottled, Pſal. 56.8. 
Their weak prayers ſound like Melody ; ther 
broken fighs ſmell like Incenſe, Ger. $. 21. And 
their very ſtammerings ſeemRhetorical,Cant.2.14. 

' When all che gliſtering ſhews of Hypocrites 
evaporate, and come to nothing, yet they that 
Rudy to walk in Obedience with God,are crown- 
ed with acceptation. 

We oftentimes come to God with broken pray- 
* ers, but if we be ſuch as make it our care to pra- 
Qile, what we bave heard, and learned, and recei- 
. ved, God can ſpell our our meaning, and will 
take our weakeſt performances, as a moft grate- 
ful Preſent, 2 Cor. 8. 12. 

2. By way of DireGion ; The Pilot, by his preſence 
in the Sphip, and by his skall and aivity, turns the 
* Rudder of the Ship, and guides the courſe thereof, 
fteering aright courſe towards the deſired Haven : fo 
God, as a Poiritusl Pilot, is preſent in the Ship of 
every obedient Soul, guiding it by his Counſel, and 
ene 
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enabling it by the Direfion and guidance of his own 
-Spir#t,:to ſteer a right courſe to the Haven of 'Eter- 


mal Reſt. By nature, we underſtand not the 
things of the Spirit of God, neither indeed can 
we; becauſe they are ſ{pirituaily difcerned-: bur, 
faith Chriſt, If any'man will do his will, he ſhall 


know of the Dotirive, whether it be of God, John 


7.17. Knowledg 1s the Pilot to guide us in our 


Obedience; if Zeal be not according'to Knows 
tedge; it's willeWorſhip; and chere 1s no better 
-way to become knowing, than by doing and pra- 


Riſing what we have already learned. 

The diſobedient and ungodly; are in darkneſs 
until now, neither can [they diſcern as they 
ought, what concerns their everlaſting. Peace: 
But, the ſecret of the Lord is with them that fear 
'bim, endeavouring to do what.they know, and he 
will teach them in the way that they ſhould chooſe, 
'Pſal. 25. 12. 14. 

"Oh then, how great is this priviledge, that 
God will reſolve our doubts, acquaint us what 1s 
his Will, and give his Spirit to lead ns intoall 
neceſſary Truths, when we mak& it our care to 
an{wer our Knowledge with ſuitable praftiſe ! He 
chart doth not what he knows, ſhall not fhorely 
know what todo : but he, whole life is corre- 
{pondent co his light, God will never leave to fic 
in Egyptian-darknels. 

' 3. By way of Preſervation; God is alwayes pre= 
ſent with thoſe, to keep them from evil, who itudy 
Obedience to him, in that which is good. If God's 


5-4-5 abſtain from drunkenneſs, (wearing, ido- 


latry, and the like abominable impieties, which 
inevitably drown the (oul in pecdition, letthem - 
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not rob the Lord of his glory nr aſcribing it eo 
the goodne(s of their natures, bur let them inge- 
nuouſly acknowledge it to proceed from the 
goodnel5 of God, that preleryes them morethan 
others,and many times prevents their falling into 
thoſe fins, which by nature they were prone to, 
as well as the reſt. | 

Thus David was kept from murdering Nabal ; 
Noah,trom parcaking with the oJd world, in their 
wickedne(s; Lot, from following after the abo= 
minations of Sodom: ; Foſepb, from conlenting to 
the lewd inticements of his impudent Miftris ; 
and thoſe three Jewiſh Worthies, from faliing 
down to worſhip before the golden Image, which 
Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon had ſet up, Dan. 

. 16. 18. 
: When therefore, God's people conſider Judas 
burſting alunder, through black deſpair; Fulian 
dying with revenge and rage againſt Chriſt; A- 
chitopbel diſpacching himtelf for very madneſs, 
becauſe his oracle was not received; one blaſphe- 
ming, another fintully complying with a wicked 
* world, and a third running into all exceſs of 

rior; Oh, Jet them then alſo conſider the good- 
neſs of Ged, and the power of his grace in pre- 
ſerving them from che like horrid impieties ! 

Every one of God's people, did not the Lord 
preſerve them by his grace, and keep off cempta- 
trons, would foon be a Cain, or Achitophel, yea, a 
Devilincarnate. 

Oh chen, think with your ſelves, if the grace 
of God did not keep off ſich a fin, ſuch a luſt, 
ſuch a temptation, how had it {wallowed us up, 
* asthe Whale did Fonah! 

4- By 
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' 4. By way of Corroboration 3 Thoſe that-walk 
in obedience with God, doing-what: they know, the * 
Lord is ftill prejent with them, alofting them by bis 


grace, and firengthning-them in-all their "weakneſſes. 
Whence is it, that a Chriſtian 15 able todo-duty, 
co rehiſt temptations, 'and- to: ſcorn, as well the 
ſmiles,as the frowns,of a deceitful world;whether 
ſeeking by promiſes, to draw into fin, or by 
threacnings, to'decer from duty, but through the 
Preſence of God ſtrengthning' hin? Phil. 4. 13% 
- Pal hath, as one obſerves, .a kind oF OmNipo- 
tency, and to him, with every good Chriſtian, all 
things are poflible; becauſe poſhbleto the Grace 
of God, whois with them, 7 35 47 
*-The ſtrengehr' of a Chriffian; lies not in him-: 
felf, buc in God aſſiſting him ;* the Bird thay as 
well flie without wings, as he reſift a temptration, 
perform duty acceptably , mortifie any luſt, 'or 
doany thing prevailing, without the Preſence 
of 'GoU I lu 4 ee LAS 
© AS Sampſon, while God kept him, and was pre= 
fent with him, -nb 'Phi/iffine was too ftrong' for 
him: fo, white Gott is preſent wirh us, afſifting 
usby his Grate, Wwe. cannot fall, and. whenche 
keeps us riot, we-canmot ſtand, - tf | 


5. By way of Protettion ;' Such-43 ds what they 
hve heard, and learned; and received, with them 
God'ts preſent; not only as @ Sun for Diredion,but al- 
fa, as a Shield for Protefiion 3 not only to do them 
good, but alſo, to defend them from evil, Plal. $4.x1. 
Pharoah, King of Epypt, followed Iſrael, bur he 
and his mighty men were drowned, and Tſrae! 
eſcaped; for the Lord was with Tſrael.  Sgitl 


hunteth David,as a Partrich upon the mountains, ' 


V3 bur 


CET 
but Sau periſhetb,and David is madea King ; for 


the Lord-was with David.  Haman hateth L Mor=- | 


v 


decyigteſfolving:to.have him-hanged high.enough;-! 


becaule-he wou'd nat ftoop:low enough ; but Ha- 
nan himielf is hanged, and Morgecai is advan-- 


cet; for:God 45 with. Mordecat... 1 = 2.4 
Andthus, it we :ſtudy. to walk.with God, he: 
will-give us proteGion, and be preſent with us, to 
deliver.us out of. all onr croubles.' For the Lord, 

whom we ſerv6gis ſtronger than,All ; and if hebe 
preſent. with 'us,., who can be. againſt us? Rom: 
BH if: Þ 076 LE TE obds Coded pRo pet 
4-Nemo.t0s ledits: uifi qui Deum.uincit, He:only, 
who can overcome God, can.-bring 'evry| upon 

thofg tliat walk in Obedience with him ;- nexther 

ianymangdelivered from evil, but through Gog: 
protecting him... no bogp 
:oWhen therefore, we ſee one_dilgraced, another; 
flajn 3: qne diſealed,. another cart off by the ſtroke. 
of Death ; one loſe his eſtate, another his libercy, 
aud iyeonr.felyes; delivered from the like. cala- 


mities,.how can we chooſe but aſcribe it to God?s 


- 
bo 
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46, By way of :Communicatian,; . The wicked are. 
eftrangedfrom God; bat the Righteous have . aczeſs 
into:his Preſencez .and in all, the methods thereof 
he fets aut birſelj;, communicating of bis Grace and 
Goodneſs to them... Such open to.him, and therefore 
He comes in t0,ſup with then, that they may. ſup 
with Him, Rev. 3. 20. Snch are often drawing 
nigh to him in Nuty, he therefore draws nigh. to- 
theny, 11 a way of Mercy, and gracious Commu-= 
RIgatioN, Jane. 4+. | 
_-[f, chey- meditate, they meet with God, and 

| what 
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what a blefſed Contemplation is. that? If they 
hear his Word, they meet with God, and what a 
Joyful hour muſt that be? If they receive the 
Sacrament, there alſo they meet with God in 
Chriſt, and- whata Soul-ſolacing Feaſt is that ? If 
they bow their ſouls in Prayer, there they meet 
with God; and oh, what an Heaven upon earth 
15 this ? h | 

Oh, little doany of you, that are yet diſobe-, 
dient, know, what ſecret Debates, what ſpiritual 

In-comes,. what heavenly Illapſes, and Soul-ga- 
Viſhing contentments,God's people find in Com= 
munion with him! They ſtudy obedience to 
him, and therefore he is graciouſly preſence with 
them, communicating himſelf to their fouls in' 
every Ordinance : So that, thoſe that are willing 
and obedient,they eat the fat of Ordinances; they 
have other joys, other pleaſures, other delighes, 
to be feeding upon, and ſolacing their fouls with» - 
al, in the duties of God's Worſhip, than what the 
world is aware of, | 

Such are ſatisfied with the fatneſs of Gods 

Houſe; they fit down under his Shadow, with 
creat delight ; they find his Fruit ſweet to their 
taſte; and one days communion with the Lord, 
it is better to their ſouls; 'than a thouſand elſe» 
where! | | 

7. By way of Orcultdtion. God i an hiding place 
for bis people, their Refuge and Fortreſs, in times of 
trouble; Thoſe that keep cloſe to God, to do what 
he loves, the Lord will keep cloſe to them, to bide 
them from what they fear. In the time of trou- 
ble, ſaith David, He ſhall hide mein his Pavilion : 
in the ſecret of his Tabernacle ſhall he hide me, 

Pl. 32. 7. V 4 God 


7 - LO. 
God hath fecrer Chamberes of Providence,: 


wherein to hide his people in time of danger, 


and publick calamities. Me 
1fa. 26. 20,21, Come my people, ſaith the Lord, 
enter thou into thy Chambers, anJ ſhut thy Doors a= 
bout thee ; Hide thy ſelf as.it were for a little mo- 
ment ,until the Indignation be overpaſt. When dan» 
ger purſues Gods people, he teaches them to run 
to him/elf, as a moſt inviolable Sanftuary. The 
name of the Lord, faith the wiſe Man, is ſirong, 
Tower, the Righteous runneth to it, and is ſafe, 
Prov. 18. 10. | 
' A Child of God never dwells fo ſecurely, as 
when God himfelf hides him under the Ark, in 
the moſt ſecret place of his own Sandtuary. 
For,the nearer to God, the further from danger. 
'$. Andlaſtly, by way of Supportation. Though 
God be not always ſo preſent with his people, as to 
hide them from ſuffering, yet be will always be pre- 
ſent, toſupport them under their ſufferings, bow ma- 
ny and grievous [oever. As, without God's leave, 
no affii&1on can overtake us, ſo when it doth o- 
vertake us, God will not leave us : But, if we 
walk in obedience with' him, the Lord will al- 
ſo be preſent with ns, toſippore us under all 
our prefſures, Iſa. 47. 10. Fear not, for I am 
with thee, be not diſmaid, for T am thy God: T 
will ſtrengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, 
T will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
"Righteouſneſs. Here, you have Gad engag- 
ing his 'aimighty Power, ſo that, if that be 
Aufficieat, he will be ſure to bear you up under 
all your hurdens. 
.* Though God will not always deliver his 0-4 
| PiE, 
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ple out of trouble,. yet he will till-be preſenct 
with chem, ſupporting them, that they may 
not deſpond,nor ſink under the burden. 11a.43.2: 
When thou paſſeji through the waters, 1 will be with 
thee; andtbrough the Rivers, they ſhall not over= 
throw thee : When thou walke;t through the fire.thou 
ſhalt not be burnt, neither ſhall the flame kindle up 
on thee. | 

If at any time an ungrateful world caſt Gods 
people into the Waters of great Tribulatiou.: 
yer the Lord will be preſent with them, bearing 
them up (aSitwere) by the chin, that they 
may not fink, nor be utterly overwhelmed 


_ therein ! IG 


Secondly, Thus F have ſhewed you how Go 
1s preſent with thoſe that live up to their know- 
ledge : As an Altar of perfume, cauſing them to 
find acceptance both in their perſons, and per- 
formances with himſelf ; As the Sun which gives 
them light in darkneſs 3 As a wall of fire which 
defends them in the affaults of all their enemies ; 
As'a Fountain.of living water communicating 
ſtreams to refreſh. them, when all their Veſſels, 
like Hagar's,prove empty Bottles ; As an Arkto 
hide-them in, from. the deluge of all diſtreſles.: 
Andas a living Rock, ſuſtaining them under all 
their preſſures, or burdens, how many or great 
ſoever: Come we now therefore, to give yeuthe 
reaſons, why God will vouchſafe to be graciouſ- 
ly preſent with them, who walk in obedience 
with him, according to what they have heard, 
received, and learned, whether by precept or 
example. | 
| 1. Becauſe, thoſe that are preſent with Godin a 

| way 
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way of obedience, the Lordis engaged by promiſe, to 


be graciouſly preſent with them. 2 Chron. 15; 2, 
Hear ye me, Aſa, and all Judah, and Benjamin, 
the Lordis with you, whilt you are with him. Thoſe 


chat are preſent with God in a way of duty, he- 
hath here promiſed, to be preſent with them. 


ina way of Graceand Mercy.- 


*Tis our duty indeed, co keep cloſe to God, | 
and to walk in obedience with him, though af-. 


ter all he .ſhould reje& ns, and give us no re- 
ward: But, for our better encouragement, God 
fweetens his Commands with Promiles, tying 
oar work and our wages, our duty and reward 
together. 


: So, that being preſent with- God in a way of 


obedience according to the condition, he can- 
notbut be graciouſly preſent with us, according 
ro the-mind and true intent of the promiſe: Fop 
the Lordis not a God that he ſhould lie, nor the ſon 
of- man that he ſhould repent, Num. 23. 19. 
. 2. Becauſe, *ſurb as walk in obedience with Gody 
do engage him tobe preſent with them, by depending 
fidncially upon him. Truſt, 1sa kind of engage- 
ment, when there 1s no prom1:{e but ; What is 1t 
totruſt upon God, who hath made ſo many 'pro- 
miles, of being preſent with thoſe that - keep 
cloſe tohim ? : oy 
Common ingenuity, will teach us to ftarid-by 
thoſe that pur confidence in us; And will not the 
goodneſs of God: much more incline him to be 
graciouſly preſent with his own people, who! 
place their whole truſt and afftance to him ? | 
3. Becauſe, ſuch ſtand related to Gqd, and are 
become bis people. The Lord hath ſet apart art 
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ly *for him(ef; and. that propriety he hath in 
them,engageth Him to be graciouſly preſent with 
them, Pſal. 4.3. — 

Though there were nothing to move him to 
make ſuch his people, before he did ; yet, there 
is ſome thing that may engage him never to for- 
ſake, but to be graciouſly preſent with them, 
now he hath made them his people ; and that is, 
his propriety in them, becauſe they. are his 
people 

' Hath he choſen us, and will he again repro- 
bate us? Hath he ſet us a part for himtelf,and will 
he caſt nsoff? Hath he purchaſed us, and will he 
reje&this own purchaſe? Hath he married us to 
himſelf, and will he not cohabit with us, but in- 
{ftead- thereof, be divorced from us, notwith- 
ftanding he-hath told ns, he hates putting away ? 
Mal. 2. 16. Hath he, .in_ a. word, -of . his own 
good pleafare, made us his people, and will he 
repent of, his choice, with drawing from us, in- 
ſtead of, . being graciouſly preſent with us? 
I Sam. 12.27. | TI 

" 4+ And laftly, Becauſe God is concerned in point 
of Honour, to begraciouſly preſent with them. Sucl 
itand by God aſſerting his Intereſt and Glory in 
the world.z. And is He not then' concerned, in 
point of honour, to ſtand by them ? 


Tq practiſe what we have heard, aud received, 


and learned of God, 1s to run the- hazard of re- 
proach, diſgrace, and perſecution in the world : 
Now all this heing done upon God's account,and 
in obedience co him, How-can it ſtand with His 
honour, to ſtand aloof, -and not to be graciouſly 


preſent with.us in the midſt of fo many dangers ? 
| | Th-dly, 


| : 
| 
| 
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Thirdly, Having thus given you the Proof, let 
ns now come to tne Improvement of 'the Dodirine, 
by way of Uſe and Application. | 
' Firit, By way of Information; we may hence 
take notice of the!e enfing Particulars : 
t. How fad and deplnrable their condition is, 
who having heard, learned, and received the things 
of God, are not careful to do accordingly, You 
that have heard, you that have been taught how 
you oughe to walk, and yer practiſenot what youu 
have learned, moſt dreadful, and lamentable is 
your condition? For God is not gractouſly pre- 
ſent wich thee, but departed from thee. Whae 
though thou haſt Riches with thee, and Honours 
with thee, and-Friends with thee; if God be 
not with thee, but ſees Himſelf as an Enemy a- 
Sainſt thee 3''Can thy Riches, thy Honours, and 
thy Friends profit thee: tn the day of his wrath? 
Can they keep off the ſtroke of his Indiznation ? 
Cen they niake thee happie , who, through the 
want of Go&t*s gracious preſence, art compleatly 
miſerable ? : MY Na 
Oh, ear all you, who are ſtill diſobedient, li- 
viag contrary to the many precious Truths and 
wholeſome Inſtrn&ions* which you have heard, 
received; and learned, had but your eyes oper 
to behold to what certain, great, and unconceiy« 
able miſery you are every moment, for want of 
God*s gracious preſence, obnoxious ! | 
*Who, alas, can ſtand by you, if God be not 
with you? Who is there that can give you'com? 
fort, if He frown upon you? Or, Who can re- 
lieve your Souls, when affaulted by Men, tempted 
by Devils, and grievouſtſy cormented by the 
5 | eſtuations 
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eftuationsof. your own Conſciences, if God de- 
part from you ? The Happineſs of man conſiſts 
in Communion with God, and all thoſe are com- 
pleacly miſerable, with whom the Lord is not 
preſent ! | 

2. The great ſafety, and bleſſed ſecurity of all 
thoſe that endeavour to walk according to what 
they have heard, and learned, and received of the 
Lord. Notto doas the moſt do, not to run with 
the men of the world into che ſame exceſs of 


Riot, but to walk circumſpe&ly, endeavouring ' 


to anſwer our knowledge with ſutable praGile, 
this doth uſually enrage the world againſt us ; 
however, if God be with us, what can ail the 
world doagainſt us? Rom.$.31. 

Such walk with God in a way of Duty : what- 
ever therefore the world and ungodly men may 
attempt to the contrary, yer God's preſence 
with them therein will make it a way of ſafety. 

However, then, ſome timorated Spirits may 

think by difſembling conſcience, and giving way 
to finful compliances to ſecure themſelves ; yer 
we may hence ſee, that there is no ſuch ſecuricy 
aSin walking with God in a way of Duty. 
_- Communion with God in a way of Duty, 1s a 
ſure SanAuary of Refuge ; as no Stranger can 
enter into it, ſo God?s people have moſt ſafery 
while they dwell in it, Pſa/.27.5. 

By difſembling Conſcience, and waving Dntie, 
we run our ſelves upon a thouſand dangers : Bur 
by diligence in the waies of God, and being 
faithful in all the duties of his worſhip,we betake 
our ſelves to the Name of the Lord, in which, as 4 


firong Tower,we are ſure co find fafetie,Prov.18.10, 


—_ 


SS... | 
* 3. Thedeſperate follie, and fool-hardineſs of 
all tach as ſer-cthemſelves againſt 'God's 'people, 
oPpoling them in the prattile of what theybave 
beard, and learned, and received of the Lord. *Tis 
nſual with the world, then to trample upon the 
Righteous when ſurrounded with Afﬀi&ions ; 
they will grieve where God wounds; they will 
perſecute where. God ſmites : Bit whatever the 
condition of God's people is, yet the Lord is ſtill 
preſent wich them ; neither can the ungodlie of 
the world oppoſe them in well-doing, bur they 
enter a quarrel with God himſelf. F-6. 
Why then do you pride your ſelves againſt 
thoſe, like Moab, with whom God is preſent ? 
And, why do you ftrive to abaſe thoſe whom God 
will exalt? Fer.q4$.26,27. Are you ſtronger than 
the Mightie God of Facob ? And, can you be 
preſent to hurt thoſe, with whom God is prefent 
co prote&, and ſave ? - 

Oh, how great 1s the follie of wicked men, 
whom nothing can reclaim from proſecuting 
their: bloodie thoughts againſt the Righteous; 
nor with-hold from oppoſing them in the prattife 
of what they have leained! Do they know of 
a certainty, that God is with the Righteous, that 
no Weapon formed againſt chem ſhall proſper ; 
and that the Lord by his preſence, will ſecure 
them againſt all cheir Enemies? Why then ſhould 
they {till be kicking againſt the pricks ? 

4. What reaſon all thoſe have to fit down ſa- 
tisfied with their portion, who make it their'care 
to praftiſe what they have heard, and learned, and 
received of the Lord. Though polliblie they have 
neither Riches, nor-Honours, nor Friends 1n _ 
wor 
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world with them ; yet they have God: with them, 


as an inexhauſtible treaſure, ro ſupplie all their 
wants, as a crown of glory upon their heads, 
and as an everlaſting Friend, ' who will never fail 


them ! Heb.13.5. 
What then, though a Chriſtian want other 


things, .1s it not enough that God, over all, ble{- 


ſed for ever, is ſtill graciouſly preſent with him, 
and become his portion ? Shall he afflift himſelf 
for want of Star-light, who hath the Sun in its 


full trength ſhining upon him ; or be diſconſo- 


late for the loſs of ſome broken ciſtern, who may 
90 at his pleaſure to the Fountain-head, wher 
waters are ({weeteſt ? | 
Oh, how unſutable were it for you that live n 
to your knowledge , endeavouring to pradie 
what you have learned, to grow deſpondent and 


' repining for want of creature-comforts, when 


God, your Creator, is alwaies preſent with you 
to comfort and ſolace your Souls in every con- 
dition ! | 

Had yon nothing but Gods gracious preſence, 
and an Intereſt in him for your portion 3 yet this 
were as much as happinels.,comes to, and ſuffici- 
ent to make you everlaſtingly bleſſed. For, happy 
# that People, whoſe God #s the Lord, Plal.144.15. 

Secondly, By way of Exhortation : Let me now 
prevail with you all, thoſe things which you have 


| beard, andlearned, andreceived, to do them ; Oh, 


walk in obedience with God, would you ever.en- 
Joy his gracious preſence / | 

Many precious truths have been preached a- 
mong you; many heavenly Dodrines have been 


ſet before you 3 many wholſom leſſons,and _ 
l 
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fal Admonitions have been given you ; -let: me 
now therefore being for ought I know, as a Star 
ſetting and rifing no more in this Horizon, like a 
Lamp going out, and ſhining no more in this 
your houſe of ſacred meeting, and as a dying 
man, whoſe laſt breath is now ex(ſpiring, per- 
fwade you for your own good, to remember 
what you have heard, to hold faſt what you have 
received, and to praQiſe. what you have learned ! 

Oh, let this be the main of your care, that as 
the Truth, as ic is in Jeſus, hath been delivered 
to you; ſo you may be delivered up to it, ex- 


prefling the ſoundneſs of your knowledge,by the 


holine(s of your lives, and converſations ! 
Oh this, my Brethren, is the one thing nece 


fary, you may hear much, and yet be ſtrangers 


to God; you may learn much, and yet never 
come nigh God : you may receive many .whole- 
ſome inftru&ions at his hands, and yer at laſt be 
puniſhed with everlaſting deſtra&ion from his 
Preſence; but now, if you praiſe what you 
hear, if you live up to what -you have learned, 
and tranſcribe into your lives, thoſe wholeſom 
Inftru&ions you receive from God, he will never 
forfake you, but will alwayes be graciouſly pre- 
| ſentwich you. But, that 7 may not leave you half 
perſwaded, give me leave to acquaint you with 
the excellency of God's gracious Preſence, in 
cheſe following particulars. 

1. Conſider, Such is the Preſence of God with 


thoſe that walk, in obedience with him, that it will. 


make them in all things, to thrive and proſper. The 
Ark received into Obed-Edoms houſe, cauſed ail 
That he had to proſper ; So, the Lord received by 

obedience 
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Obedience into the heart, and graciouſly preſent there 


makes the whole man proſperous. He makes him. pro- 
ſper in the inward man, and he alfo makes him proiper 
in the outward man. Where God 1s graciouſly preſent, 
there can nothing be wanting, neither for ſoul, nor for bo- 
dy: Bur the man is ſucce!sful, and profpers inall his un- 
dertakings, Pſal. 1: - 
Wirchout God's gracious preſence, we can profit by no- 
thing;wichourt this,health is nat profitable,nor riches pro- 
firable,. nor Ordinances profitable ; the choileſt means of 
Giace,wirhout God's preſence, are but as breaſts without 
Milk, as bottles wicthour Water; Nay they are not only a 
dead letter,but the ſayour of Death ; Without God's pre- 
ſence they will damn us; many go loaded to Hell with 
Ordinances. Bur, (gc. 


2. Confider, Such is the preſence of God, with thoſe that 


walk in obedience with him ; that it transforms them into his own 
likeneſs, making them holy, as he is boly. As the Sun will 
change the colour of thoſe that are much in ic : So, a man 
cannot be near to God, but this will make him in Purity 
and Holineſs, like God. 

And, do you notdefire to have ſuch a beauty put upon 
you, and thus to be adorned with the Robes of Righreouſ- 
neſs? Why, dobnt firive to walk in obedience with Gods 
and he alio will be graciouſly preſent with you, making 
you, of Bryars and Thorns, Lillies -and Roſes z . Of 
Lyons, Lambs; Of deformed, he will make you comely.5 
And of filthy, he will make you clean, adorning your 
ſouls, with the jewels of Holineſs, Col. 1.13, £578 

Without the preſence of an foly God, you can never 
be holy : And withour holineſs, you can never ſee the 
Lord with comfort, Heb. 12.14. *T1s onely Grace that 
leads to Glory. For, No holineſs here, no happineſs 
hereafter. | 

3. Conſider, Such 1s the preſence of 'God, with thoſe that 
walk in obedience with hin, that it can quiet their ſouls, turning 
every ſtorm that ariſeth into a bleſſed calm. When the heart 
is full of doubrs, and difſtreſles, accuſed by the Law, pur, 


ſued by the Adverſary, and condemned by it ſelf; Then 


doth God by his gracious preſence, ſtill the raging of the 


| Sea, give quiet ro conſcience, and lay the ſtorm. 


Nothing bur the breaſt, will ' quierthe child; So, no- 
.- X ching 
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thing bur the breaſt of God's gracious preſence, can quier 
2 diſtrefſed foul, Rom. 5.1. HS 
- Would yourherefore be at peace, and have quietin-your 
own :conſciences; -wonld. you have a ſweet calm, and a 
ſabbath of reſt fromall your ſpiritual Agonies? Walk then 
in obedience with God, endeayouring ro prattiſe what you 
know, that he by his preſence may work your defire. 

-- 4. Conſider, Such is the preſence of God, with all that obe 
bim according to what they have heard,and learned,and ona 
that nothing can intercept it, nor witkhold it from them. If the 
go up to Heavenin proſperity, God 1s there, making all 
their enjoyments, conduce ro their everlaſting advancage ; 
If they be forced ro make their bed in Hell, and lie down 
in ſorrow, God allo 1s. there turning their ſorrow into 
joy; If they be glad to rake the wings of the morning, 
and to flie for their lives into rhe uttermoſt parts of the 
Earth, God is alſo there, bringing them back at length 
our-of Egypt, the land of their captivity, into Canaan... _ 
.;Ohchen, if any thing can make you obedient, ler the 
hope of God's gracious preſence prevail with you to be ſo.! 
Your Honours, your Riches, your Friends, and all your 
Creature-comforts may be eaſily with-held ;, theſe are but 


as the ſhining of the Sun, whichevery diſcontented cloud 


may intercept 2 - Bur, if you walk in obedience with God, 

there is nothing can intercept his preſence, nor hinder 

you from having communion with him. Are you baniſh- 

eq4 from your own habitations, and forced ro ſojourn as 

firangersin a ſtrange land ? There will the Lord be with 
on, as with 7acob at Padan- Aram, Gen, 28. 15. 

- Are you ſhurnp1n cloſe Priſon, and lie under reſtraing, 
that your Friends may notvifir you? There will God alſo 
be preſent with you, as with Paul and Silas, compalling 

ou about With iongs of deliverance, AZﬀs 16. 25. | 
Are you, In a word, as men appointed untodeath, caſt 
Into an hot fiery Furnace ? There likewiſe, will the Lord 
be preſent with you, as with Shadrach, Meſþhech, and Abed- 


| nego, not ſuffering; the flames ro kindle upon . you, 
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him according to what they have beard, and learned, and 
received, that 1t makes them rejoyce with joy unſpeakable and 
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thing that makes men melancholique 2 Bus, his eſtate is of 


all mens, moſt joyful, who walking in obedience with 
God, doth enjoy his preſence. For, 'where- can rhe foul 
find thoſe comforts which ' do fill it with gladneſs, and 
crown it with delight, bur in God? His preſence isa Chrt- 
ſtians Muſick, and- Feſtival , The. Ne#ar, and Ambroſia, 
whereon he delights to feed. FATE 

_ You may ſooner taſte hony, than tell how ſweet it1s: So 
you may taſte whar joy and gladneſs, God's preſence purs 
Into the ſoul, bur can never expreſs it. Would you then 
have your fouls overflowing with gladneſs? Would you 
have them rejoyce with joy unſpeakable. and full of glo- 
19? Then walkin obedience with God, and his preſence 
will do it. | | 
' *6, Conſider, Such is the preſence of Ged, with all that 
obzy him accordirg to what they have heard, and learned, and 
received, that it ſweetens every croſs, and makes them not n= 
ly -repyce, bur to rejoyce in Tribulation, Rome 5. 3,  A- 
mmartudines mundi dulces reddit. The wine of God's pre- 


' ſence can ſweeten the bitter waters of Marah. Let fick- 
. neſs come, let reproach come, ler perſecution come, yea, 


ler death it ſelf come ; yet the ſenſe of God's gracious pre- 
ſence takes away the ſting out of all theſe. "EINE 
\ 'Such is the power ' of God's gracious preſence, that 1t 
takes away the bitterneſs of aMiiction from all thar walkin 
obedience with him, gives them hony our'of the belly of 
Lyons, mear our of the Eater, and (weer out of Sowr. 

If, then, you defire you defire to ſee light in darkneſs, 
to have your Priſon turned inroa Paradiſe, and the flames 
of Martyrdom into a bed of Spices; See rhen, that you 
walkin obedience with God, according to whar you have 
have heard, and learned, and received. 

- Proſperity withour God's gracions preſence, is full of 
trouble : bur trouble, with the preſence of God, is full 
of comfort. . 

7. Confider, Such is the preſence «of God with thoſe that 
obey him according to what they have heard, and learned, and 
received, that it doth not only rejoyce their Souls, but gtwves them 
full ſatisfafion., The Sun farisfiech the eye with light, the 
Fountain ſarisfieth the thirſty with wacer : So God farisf- 
eth, by his gracious preſence, all that walk in obedience 
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© _ Outward Comforts do ſooner cloy than chear, and 
ſooner weary than fill; They can no more ſatisfie the 
hearr, than a Triangle can fill a Circle : Bur when once 
God comes, and vouchſafes his gracious preſence, now the 
Soul is at reſt,now it's come to its Center; And with 7 a- 
cob jt can fay, I have enough. For with whom God is gra- 
, cioully preſent, to all them he 1s an all-ſufficient portion. 
- 8, Conſider, The preſence of God with all thoſe that obey hiyn 
in what they have heard, and learned, and received, # ſuch as 
ſhall endure for ever. Your Riches, your Comforts, your 
Friends may be with you today, and gone to morrow : 
" but with whom God 1s once graciouſly preſent, ro them 
he continues the preſence of his Grace, his Love, and: his 
Favour for ever. 

God may, indeed, wich-draw the light of his Counte- 
Tance for a time 3 but, totally and for ever, he will never 
deſert thoſe that walk in obedience with him. | 

All things without God, are full of vanity and changes; 

only the Lord will never utterly abfent kimſelf from us; if 
once He be gracioufly preſent with us; He 1s a faithful 
Frien, loving atall rimes; His Favour 1s a Sun that knows 
no-ferting ; and His preſencea Well of comfort, ſpringing 
up ro eternal life, * py & 13-1. 
- So that, if you regard a Treaſure that ſhall never be ra- 
ken from you, that Favour which ſhall never end in 
irowns, make ſure of God's gracious preſence, by walk- 
Ing in obedience with Him, according to what you have 
heard, and learned, and received from Him, 

9. Conſider, Such 4s the preſence of God with thoſe that 
walk in obedience with Him, that it's every way ſutable and 
correſpondent to their Souls neceſſities. Whatever the Soul can 
defire,whatever it ſtands in need of, may be found in God's 
gracious preſence ; This is beauty to Adorn, this1s gold to 
Enrich, this is balm to Heal, this is bread ro Strengrhen, 
this is wine to comfort and make glad the Soul in the time 
of heavineſs ! : 

Are wein danger, this is a Shield ; are we diſconſolate, 
thisis a Sun: If,in a word, webe purſted by any Calami- 
ty. thi: 1s like the munition of Rocks, an hiding place 
oyuint the Storm, and a Tower, wherein we may find 
afery! _.. | | 
If chen God's gracious preſence be thus proper to our 
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wants, and'ſo ſuitable to all our neceſſities, How ought we 


. to labour for ir, by walking in obedience wich-Him, accor- 


ding to what we have heard, andlearned, and received 
from Him ? | 

Io. And lJaſily, Such is the preſence of God with thoſe that 
obey him, according to what they have heard, and learned, and 
received-; thatit fits them for everlaſting Communion with Him- 
ſelf in Glory. God's People, they go from Communion, 


toCommunion; from Communion with God in a ſtate of 


Grace, to Communion with God in aſtate of Glory. For, 
wich whomſoever Gol 1s graciouſly preſent here, they 


hall hereafter enjoy His bltsful, ſoul-rayiſhing, and be- 
atifical preſence to all Ererniry ' 


If rhen you defire to be with the Lord for ever, where 
you ſhall ſee His Glory, enjoy his Preſence, an be ſatis- 
fied with pleaſures at his right hand for evermore 3 then 


| ſee that you walk in obedience before Him. For, thoſe 


only ſhall enjoy God's preſence in a ſtate of Glory, with 
whom he is now preſenrtin a ſiateof Grace. There is no 
Commencing Saints, either Militant on Earth, or Trium- 
Phant in Heaven, per Saſtum : If we draw not nigh to 
God in a way of obedience here, we muſt hereafter be 
puniſhed with everlaſting deſtrufion from His preſence, 


and from the glory of His power. 
Thus, by Divine Aſſiſtance, I have ſhewed you the 


Excellency of*God's preſence with all ſuch as obey him, - 


according to what they have heard, and learned, and received 
from Him. Now then, do not deprive your ſelves of ſo 
glorious a Priviledge, but ſee that henceforth you walk in 
obedience with God, giving diligence to praiſe thoſe 
things you have learned ! | 

' Bur that you may not at length be diſappointed, nei- 
ther finding God graciouſly preſent with you here, nor 
enjoying His preſence in Glory hereafter 3 be ſure, thar 


in doing what you have heard, learned, and received, you' 


obſerve theſe following Direions. 

' I. Be ſure, that of all which you have heard, and learned, 

And received, either of me, or of any other, you praftiſe that wy 
6 


' which you find to be of God, and according to the anerring Ru 


of his Word. We have one Heavenly King, and muſt there- 
fore obſerve one Law 3 we have one God, and muſt Wor- 


ſhip by one Rule 3 we haye one Shepherd, and muſt be 
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commanded by one voice; we have, in a word, one Head, 
and muſt follow upon thataccount one Dire&ion. — .. 
_ -* All rhat builded Noah's Ark, builde4 by one Pattern + 
So, all that intend to build themſelves an Heavenly and 
Spiritual Houſe to God, muſt build by one Rule. All Tfrae} 
travelled ro the Land of Canaan by the light of one fiery: 
Pillar : So, all that will travel to the Heavenly Canaan. of 
God's gracious Preſence, muſt make his Word alone a light 
.10 their feet, and a lanthnyn to therr paths. All the Paſſengers 
in a Ship fail by one Compals : So, all that will ſteer a 
Tight Courſe to the Haven of Erernal Reſt, muſt keep cloſe 
ro the unerring Rule of God's Word, as their only Come. 
paſs, Phil. 3. 16. | TY 
| Forit's God's Prerogartive to preſcribe, and man's Duty, 
ro conform : our ſervice 15 no ſervice,nor will God be pre- 
 ſentwith us in any thing that we do, farther than we have 
beard, and learned. and received it from him. Nat. 15. 9. | 
| Let then, every man amongſt you, that defi: es God's 
| gram either in grace here, or in glory hereafter, be 
ike thoſe noble Bereans, examining the ground of their 
Faith and Obedience. Oh, do not offer ro God a ſacrifice 
wichour eyes; your Religion muſt be Scripture-Religion, 
and all your Obedience commanded therein, wauld you 
eyer be accepted of God in what you do '! _ 
2, Be ſure, that what -ever you have heard, received, and 
| learned, you do it cordially, without diſſembling. The 
Obedience of the life without, when integrity of heart 
and the life of grace 1s wanting within, finds no accep= 
tance With God 3 nor will he ever be graciouſly preſent, 
with thoſe, who only draw nigh unto him by an external 
conformity. | 
. Obedience, without the heart; and to praftiſe what we 
have heard, and learned, and received,but not in fincerity; 
will bring neicher glory to God, nor comfort to us, 

Do not then diſflemble any longer with the God of 
Heaven ; Oh, be not induſtrians to plot your own death, 
& through your hypocrifie,go to hell in the way of Duty; 
but what ever you have heard, what ever you have learny 
ed, whatever you have received, be ſure that you do jg 
heartly as unto Gold ! = 

' 3. . Be ſure, that what ever you have heard, and learned, ang. 
received, you dit univerſally, without any reſervations. True 
2 No Obedience 
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Obedience is univerſal. Doing many thing*, and negſe- 


ing others, will not ſave; one leak in the Ship of thy 
ſoul is enoughto fink irin eternal Perdicton, Pfal: 119. 
© The hypocrite will walk in ſome of God s ſtarnres:; bur, 
with David, you muſt have reſpe# to all hi;' Commandments, 
If you ever defire rfie Lord to be preient with you, as he 
was with David. 4 i. 
© Every Duty, therefore, commanded, be ſure that you do 
it ; andevery fin forbidden, be (ure'that you ſhun tt as 
Hell it ſelf. : 
Many wholeſom Dofrines have been raught, many ſonl- 
ſaving Truths have been made known among you 3 well, 
of all that you ever heard, received, and learned, letno- 
thing fall to the ground, bur bring all into pra&ti.e, would 
you ever enjoy God's gracious preſence ! | 
4. And laſtly; Of all that you have heard,and learned,and ye- 
cetved from God, be ſure that yu do it conſtantly, without gi- 
ving over. The Loyd 1s with you ( ſaith the Propher, ſpeaking 
to Aſa and all Juda) while ye are with him; 1f ye ſeek him,he 
will be found of you; bur, if you forſake bim, be will alſo for- 
fake yu, 2 Chron. 15. 2. | 
If we defire that God ſhould alwayes be prefent wit? 
us, ina way of mercy, we muſt ſtil] ſtrive co be preſent 
with himin a way of Duty ; and,ifwe wonld nor have 
God caſt us off, and forſake us in the end, we muſi be care- 
ful nor to forſake him, but ro hold on with God, in a way 
of Obedience, rothe end. | 
He that ſhall endure to the end, ſaith Chriſt, the ſame ſþ.i! 
be ſaved, Mar. 24.13. As God condemns no man before he 
fins : ſo, neither will he crewn any man before he over- 
comes. We muſt Conquer, before we can triumph, win 
the Garland, before we can wear it, and obtain the Crown 
of Erernal Communion with God in glory, by paitent con- 
tinuance in well-doing, Rom. 2. 8. | 
'Ler me then, once for all, as a lover of your ſouls, be- 
{ſeech you, what ever you have heard, what ever you have 
learned, whatever you have received,from the Lord, that 
you praGtiſe it, and thar to rheend. Oh, remember what 
you have heard give diligence to practiſe what you have 
learned ;"and what ever you have received from the Lord, 
Whether concerning principles of Faith, or — of 
Life, be ſure that you hold it faſt, that no man take your 
Crown, Rey, Jo Zo | Knows 
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vail you; and the praiſe of what you know, withour 
perſeverance therein to the end, will but aggravate your 
- condemnation, and ſerve to fink you the deeper in the pit 
of eternal Perdition, 2 Pet. 2. 21. : 

* Take heed therefore, that you be not carried away with 
the error of the wicked; ler.no thought ariſe within you, 
of departing from the living God 2 but, preſs on towards 
the mark, hold faſt your Integrity, perſevere In Obedience 
to God, according to what you have heard, and learned, 
and reccived from the Lord, and fee that you break 
throughall diſcouragements for Communion with him. 

In God you have a living Spring, whenall your bottles 
are empty; in him you havea ſure Sanctuary, when all 
your Refugesand hiding places in the world, are laid le- 
yel with the ground ; in him you haye a glorious Sun, 
when all the blazing-ſtars of your creature-comforts are 
extinguiſh't,and diſappear ; in him, to be ſhort, you ſhall 
find everlaſting friendſhip, when all your friends, accor- 
ding to the fleſh, are put to perpetual filence in the 
Grave. | | 

Oh then, be careful thar you cleave to this God ; thar 
you repoſe your ſelves wholly upon him ; and that you 
conſtantly, without giving over, walk in Obedience with 
him, according to what you have heard, and learned, and 
received : that ſo, enjoying God's gracious Preſence here 
ina ſtate of Grace, you may hereafter enjoy the preſen- 
tial, ſoul-fatisfying, and open-Vifion of himſelf, in a ſtate 
of Glory! | 
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